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Schumer Study: Chronic Wasting Disease
Hitting Deer Population Could Threaten
$900 Million Upstate Hunting Economy

Big game is big business in Upstate New York. According to a study by the International
Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies, the retail impact of hunting sales in New
York State was over $500 million and the cumulative effect of hunting on the state
economy was over $900 million. This includes all the dollars pumped into the local
economy from hunters on gear, food, transportation, lodging, and the ‘multiplier’ effect
of those dollars on the local economy. Because some of the biggest deer hunting counties
are in some of the most rural parts of New York State, the economic impact of hunting is
greatest in some of the larger and, but more sparsely populated counties. In 2004, the
counties reporting the greatest deer take were Steuben, Cattaraugus, Allegany, St.
Lawrence and Chautauqua counties.

In 2004 over 208,000 deer were harvested in New York State. This study details the
projected economic impact of deer hunting on New York State in a county by county
basis. This study also details the projected loss to New York State’s deer hunting industry
should there be a full blown outbreak of Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD), similar to that
in Wisconsin where hunting licenses fell by 12% in 2002. New York State could lose up
to $107 million if New York hunters respond to CWD by purchasing 12% fewer hunting
licenses the year of a CWD outbreak.



The hunting economy in the Capital Region is worth approximately $59 million, and

stands to lose an estimated $7 million should a CWD outbreak occur. In 2004, Capital
Region hunters took 13,726 deer.
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The hunting economy in Central New York is worth approximately $57 million a year

and stands to lose an estimated $7 million should a CWD outbreak occur. In 2004,

Central New York hunters took 13,130 deer.
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2,270 $9.8 million $1.2 million
3,078 $13.3 million $1.6 million
3,448 $14.9 million $1.8 million
2,383 $10.3 million $1.2 million
13,130 $56.8 million $6.8 million




The hunting economy in the Rochester/Finger Lakes region is worth approximately

$169 million a year and stands to lose an estimated $20 million should a CWD outbreak
occur. In 2004, Rochester/Finger Lakes hunters took 38,960 deer.
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6,093 $26.4 million $3.2 million
4451 $19.3 million $2.3 million
6,875 $29.8 million $3.6 million
2,571 $11.1 million $1.3 million
1,683 $7.3 million $870,000
4,514 $19.5 million $2.3 million
3,630 $15.7 million $1.9 million
4923 $21.3 million $2.6 million
38,960 $168.6 million $20.2 million

The hunting economy in Hudson Valley is worth approximately $145 million a year

and stands to lose an estimated $17 million should a CWD outbreak occur. In 2004,

Hudson Valley hunters took 33,608 deer.
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176 $800,000 $100,000
3,832 $16.6 million $2 million
5,380 $23.3 million $2.8 million
1,687 $7.3 million $900,000
33,608 $145 million $17.5 million




The hunting economy in North Country is worth $107 million a year and stands to lose
an estimated $13 million should a CWD outbreak occur. In 2004, North Country hunters

took 24,610 deer.
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The hunting economy in the Southern Tier is worth approximately $193 million a year
and stands to lose an estimated $23 million should a CWD outbreak occur utbreak. In

2004, Southern Tier hunters took 44,534 deer.
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The hunting economy in Western New York is worth approximately $164 million a year

and stands to lose an estimated $20 million should a CWD outbreak occur. In 2004,
Western New York hunters took 37,828 deer.
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2,231 $9.7 million $1.2
5,240 $22.7 $2.7
37,828 $163.7 million $19.6 million

*Economic impact based on study by International Association of Fish and Wildlife
Agencies. County by county rates based on 2004 New York State deer take from the
Department of Environmental Conservation. Projected loss due to CWD based on
hunting license drop off in Wisconsin after CWD outbreak and “The Economic Impacts
of Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) in Wisconsin, Human Dimensions of Wildlife, 2004,
vol. 9, no. 3, by Richard Bishop.”



