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,,,,,, — Schumer Study: Upstate New York Veterans

Could be Shortchanged Nearly $80 million for
VA Health Care

A new Schumer study found that almost 281,648 upstate New York veterans could lose almost $80
million if the proposed budget for the VA Health Service is approved. The Budget provides
approximately $31 billion for veterans healthcare, a slightly more than $3.2 billion increase over last
year. However, this increase still only accounts for slightly more than half of the $5.7 billion increase it _
is estimated would be required to allow the VA to meet its core mission and obligations. As a result, L
veterans’ health care will be short by almost $2.5 billion and service could decline nationally. ‘

The Schumer study is based on complete United States Department of Veterans Affairs data from 2004
and 2005.

There are currently 84,849 veterans living in the Capital Region. The 34,302 Capital Region veterans
who are enrolled in the VA Health Service could be shortchanged a total of $8,221,066.

$449,846
4,370 1,767 $390,293

13,001 5,256 $1,271,802
18,074 7,307 $1,048,945
12,118 4,899 $942,183
2,971 1,201 $338,997
5,880 2,377 $373,283

84,849 34,302 $8,221,066




There are currently 75,591 veterans living in Central New York. The 30,558 Central New York
veterans who are enrolled in the VA Health Service could be shortchanged a total of $9,234,772.
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There are currently 93,332 veterans living in the Rochester-Finger Lakes Region. The 37,731
Rochester-Finger Lakes veterans who are enrolled in the VA Health Service could be shortchanged a

total of $9,838,048.
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There are currently 156,026 veterans living in the Hudson Valley. The 63,076 Hudson Valley
veterans who are enrolled in the VA Health Service could be shortchanged a total of $19,971,461.
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There are currently 52,233 veterans living in the North Country. The 21,116 North Country veterans
who are enrolled in the VA Health Service could be shortchanged a total of $3,168,192.
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There are currently 59,414 veterans living in the Southern Tier. The 24,019 Southern Tier veterans
who are enrolled in the VA Health Service could be shortchanged a total of $6,513,038.
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There are currently 130,693 veterans living in Western New York. The 52,834 Western New York
veterans who are enrolled in the VA Health Service could be shortchanged a total of $22,872,262.
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