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Schumer Study: How Many New York
Reservists Lose Income At Home While
Fighting Terror Abroad?

While thousands of brave New Yorkers face America’s enemies abroad, the hidden
“shame of the service” is that many of these soldiers and their families suffer financial
hardship at home. To make sure that soldiers don’t sacrifice their livelihoods at home
when risking their lives abroad, Senator Schumer has proposed a 50% tax credit for
employers of reservists serving overseas. This tax credit would make it easier for
employers to keep paying the salaries of soldiers and would keep the troops’ families
solvent on the home front.

Recent data indicates over 7,400 New Yorkers serve on active duty in the National Guard
or Reserves. A recent report by the non-partisan, independent Government
Accountability Office indicates that 41% of those reservists may lose significant income
while serving their country in Iraq or Afghanistan. Senator Schumer released a report
today detailing the number of reservists serving from every county in New York State,
and the estimated number of reservists losing income.

The Schumer study calculated the estimated number of reservists who would be helped
by the Schumer tax credit based on data supplied by the Pentagon’s Defense Manpower
Institute, and reports by the independent, non-partisan Government Accountability
Office. The number of reservists is as of December 1, 2004,

The following report details the numbers of county-by-county called up reservists
and the estimated number of reservists losing income due to service overseas.

Capital Region: Currently there are 792 Capital Region reservists serving their country
overseas on active duty. An estimated 325 of those reservists’ families lose income as a
result of their service, and could be helped by the Schumer tax credit.



Central New York: Currently there are 354 Central New York reservists serving their
country overseas on active duty. An estimated 145 of those reservists’ families lose
income as a result of their service, and could be helped by the Schumer tax credit.

Finger Lakes: Currently there are 445 Finger Lakes reservists serving their country
overseas on active duty. An estimated 182 of those reservists’ families lose income as a
result of their service, and could be helped by the Schumer tax credit.
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Hudson Valley: Currently there are 1090 Hudson Valley reservists serving their country
overseas on active duty. An estimated 447 of those reservists’ families lose income as a
result of their service, and could be helped by the Schumer tax credit.

North Country: Currently there are 404 North Country reservists serving their country
overseas on active duty. An estimated 166 of those reservists’ families lose income as a
result of their service, and could be helped by the Schumer tax credit.




Southern Tier: Currently there are 182 Southern Tier reservists serving their country
overseas on active duty. An estimated 75 of those reservists’ families lose income as a
result of their service, and could be helped by the Schumer tax credit.

Western New York: Currently there are 763 Capital Region reservists serving their
country overseas on active duty. An estimated 313 of those reservists’ families lose
income as a result of their service, and could be helped by the Schumer tax credit.

*** Source: Schumer data based on Pentagon Defense Manpower Data Center, and
reports by the Government Accountability Office (GAO.)



