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WASHINGTON. DC 20510 

October 01, 2026 

The Honorable Pete Hegseth 
Secretary of Defense 
I 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

The Honorable Howard Lutnick 
Secretary of Commerce 
1401 Constitution Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20230 

Dear Secretaries Hegseth and Lutnick: 

We write to draw your attention to a critical matter at the intersection of national security, 
economic competitiveness and trade policy: the accelerating Chinese government effort to 
dominate the global silicon carbide semiconductor industry and supply chain, and the urgent 
need for a whole-of-government response to preserve and strengthen trusted domestic and allied 
manufacturing of silicon carbide. 

Silicon carbide is the foundational substrate for a critical class of next-generation semiconductors 
that are indispensable across advanced defense systems, AI data centers, electric grid 
infrastructure, 5G telecommunications, and the modern automotive sector. Silicon carbide's 
unique combination of high-voltage tolerance, thermal conductivity, and switching speed makes 
it irreplaceable in high-performance air, land and sea propulsion systems, directed energy 
weapons, and air and missile defense systems. 

Since launching its Made in China 2025 initiative, Beijing has recognized the military and 
economic importance of silicon carbide and made global domination in the sector a national 
industrial priority. In the last five years, Chinese producers have increased their share of the 
global silicon carbide wafer market from less than 5 percent to nearly 50 percent today. 

Clearly, China intends to undermine another strategically important industry built on American 
technology and ingenuity. If this campaign succeeds, the United States will find itself dependent 
on adversary supply chains for materials essential to our most advanced defense systems and 
critical technological infrastructure. The domestic supply chain is already under significant 
pressure and we are at risk of losing industry leaders and globally competitive manufacturers to 
this coordinated campaign. The time to act is now, before we reach the crisis stage where 
remedies are impossible or far more expensive and time-consuming. 

We encourage you to leverage Defense Production Act authorities, critical minerals designations, 
Buy America requirements, and any other authorities at your disposal to ensure the U.S. can 
protect its silicon carbide supply chain. 
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