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GENERAL CRITERIA TO AWARD THE MEDAL OF HONOR 
 
The Medal of Honor is the highest military award for bravery that can be given to any 
individual in the United States of America.  Conceived in the early 1860’s and first 
presented in 1863, the medal has a colorful and inspiring history which has culminated 
in the standards applied today for awarding this respected honor. 
 
In their provisions for judging whether a man is entitled to the Medal of Honor, each of 
the armed services has set up regulations which permit no margin of doubt or error.  
The deed of the person must be proved by incontestable evidence of at least two 
eyewitnesses; it must be so outstanding that it clearly distinguishes his gallantry beyond 
the call of duty from lesser forms of bravery; it must involve the risk of his life; and it 
must be the type of deed which, if he had not done it, would not subject him to any 
justified criticism. 
 

MILITARY AWARDS BRANCH: AWARD RECOMMENDATION CHECKLIST:  
(ELEMENTS REQUESTED TO SUPPLEMENT AWARD RECOMMENDATION) 

 
 (   ) Original or reconstructed recommendation for award (DA Form 638) 
 
(   ) Original or reconstructed narrative of the action(s) performed by 
the soldier being recommended 
 
(   ) Original of reconstructed citation 
 
(   ) Referral by a Member of Congress 
 
(   ) Eyewitness statement(s) attesting to the act(s) performed by the 
soldier being recommended 
 
(   ) Sworn affidavit(s) from individuals(s) making statement(s) on behalf of soldier 
being recommended [Note: Statements are not notarized since people who endorsed 
SGT Johnson are long deceased.] 
 
(   ) Chain of Command endorsements (if available) 
 
(   ) Discharge document (i.e., WD AGO 53-55, DD Form 214) 
 
(   ) Other related documentation pertaining to the soldier and the act(s) to be 
recognized (e.g., extracts of unit records, sketches, maps, diagrams, photographs, etc.) 
 
* Items with   indicate that criteria has been met in Henry Johnson’s Medal of Honor 
Recommendation. 
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 Acknowledgements 
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SECTION I: Introduction 

This section includes a letter of support from Senator Schumer, DD Form 638, a 
suggested MOH citation and outlines key new evidence. This section also includes an 
analysis of other MOH cases that establish precedent for awarding Henry Johnson the 
Medal of Honor. 

 
SECTION II: Henry Johnson’s Life and Service 

This section includes brief bibliographic information on Henry Johnson as well as Henry 
Johnson’s awards and various personnel records. It also includes an outline of medical 
documentation pertaining to Henry Johnson and Neadom Roberts (the soldier he saved). 

 
SECTION III: NEW Primary Source Evidence (not considered in prior MOH recommendation) 

This section includes never considered evidence, including key chain of command 
endorsements, after action reports, an eyewitness statement. Also included are a variety 
of reports and letters, as well as documents on the 369th Infantry Regiment. 

 
SECTION IV: Precedent Medal of Honor Cases 

This section analyzes the actions of other Medal of Honor recipients (both historical and 
present day) to show how the heroic actions of Henry Johnson are equal to or greater 
than those in this selection of cases. This analysis proves that awarding Sgt. Johnson the 
Medal of Honor would be wholly within historical precedent. 

SECTION V: Periodicals 
This section includes a selection of news pieces related to The Battle of Henry Johnson, 
ranging from World War I through the present day. 

 
SECTION VI: Racism: Why a War Hero was Denied the Medal of Honor 

This section provides a sampling of primary source documents and secondary sources 
illustrating how overtly racist attitudes in the United States would have prevented 
Sergeant Henry Johnson from consideration for the Medal of Honor within the prescribed 
time limits. In view of this prejudice, this section also shows how incredible it is that any 
official documents regarding Johnson’s bravery exist and have survived. 



 
SECTION VII: Secondary Sources  

Numerous scholars have researched, described and analyzed the Battle of Henry 
Johnson. This section provides a selection of sources ranging from just after World War I 
to the present. 

 
SECTION VIII: Images & Visual Aides 
 This section, compiled by research aides in the Office of Senator Charles Schumer, 

contains a variety of documents including photographs, maps, cartoons, and other 
materials relevant to Henry Johnson’s life and service. 

 
Appendix A: General Information about the Medal of Honor (MOH) 
 This information from the Department of Defense (DoD) and other official sources 

provide background information on the MOH and how it is awarded.  
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ABOUT THIS RECOMMENDATION 
 

GENERAL 
 

When my office set out to request that Sgt. Henry Johnson be reconsidered for the Medal of Honor, we 
did so with the belief that SGT Johnson’s heroic actions are absolutely worthy of this highest honor.  In 
the course of our research, we concluded that a major problem with SGT Johnson’s previous MOH 
recommendation was a lack of required primary source evidence (see Appendix A for more information 
on the MOH). We believe that this was most likely the reason for the denial of the MOH.  
 
Our efforts to correct this have been fruitful: This packet presents a wealth of never-considered 
historical documents, including chain of command endorsements, an eyewitness statement, official 
after action reports, unit records and additional supporting evidence. 
 
It is assumed that the evidence in this new recommendation will be considered supplementary to 
whatever evidence was considered in the previous award recommendation. 
 

MECHANICS: HOW THIS PACKET PROVIDES CONTEXT FOR EACH SOURCE 
 

In an attempt to make the recommendation as accessible as possible, every source in this application 
packet is accompanied by, minimally, a cover page containing at least a citation. However, most sources 
also contain context information, a brief summary, and an explanation of its significance. Each of these 
write-ups was produced by the office of Senator Charles E. Schumer. 
 

CONTENT: THE SEARCH FOR PRIMARY SOURCE EVIDENCE 
 
Despite the difficulties associated with finding evidence nearly a century after the event, or the fact that 
racism at the time might have prevented key evidence from even existing, this recommendation makes 
no excuses for a lack of documentation. It contains a number of newly discovered primary source 
documents, leading this recommendation to meet the strictest evidentiary threshold required of any 
Medal of Honor recommendation, past or present. It contains three chain of command endorsements 
and the only eyewitness statement that could have been written about of the battle (aside from a 
statement produced by the enemy or Johnson himself). In addition, the recommenders have gone to 
great lengths to exhaust possible sources of additional new evidence and to ensure that what is 
presented is clear, accurate and convincing.  
 
At the outset of our search for evidence, we looked to exhaust the archives of the three countries who 
could contain valuable materials: France, Germany and the United States.  
 
First and foremost, extensive searches were conducted at the U.S. National Archives and Records 
Administration, where Senator Schumer’s research aides personally looked through operational and 
intelligence records related to the American Expeditionary Forces (AEF), and any related areas. A 
number of the primary source documents in this recommendation were found during these searches. 
 
In addition, the evidence in the case strongly suggested the French might have records related to Henry 
Johnson and his unit since he received the prestigious Croix de Guerre avec Palme. Several requests (via 
the French Embassy and subject matter experts) were negative for any records aside from the Croix de 
Guerre citation. 



 
Third, a strong effort was made to search for any German documents that might offer additional 
corroboration of Johnson’s actions. Specifically, the secondary source literature mentions a German 
“note-book” (see section 3.23) that verifies the enemy raiding party’s casualties, unit roster and gear. 
Unfortunately, German records from this period are in disarray, in part because the German records 
center that used to house these records was destroyed during WWII. Also, accurate and thorough 
records regarding casualties at this time can be difficult to locate due to the heavy remixing of German 
units at the time. To muddy things further, the fact that Johnson technically served under French 
command means that whatever was recovered may have been collected by the French, not the 
Americans and searches for this evidence in France have all been negative. It is unclear whether French 
Archives would even keep such records. Taken together, these reasons explain the difficulties associated 
with recovering any original German records related to The Battle of Henry Johnson. 
 
In addition to the above, a number of institutions and individuals were consulted for their document 
collections, including:  
 

• The American Civil War Center at Historic Tredegar (where the Needham Roberts 
account was found) 

• The Emmett J. Scott Collection at Morgan State University (contains many of Scott’s 
official military papers) 

• The Schomburg Center for Research at the New York Public Library 
• Jeffrey Sammons, Professor of History at New York University 
• Richard Slotkin, author of Lost Battalions, Professor Emeritus, Wesleyan University 
• Gene Tempest, Graduate Student, Yale University (Expert in French Archives) 
• Lisa Mages, The Congressional Research Service 

 
Extensive use was also made of online resources, including footnote.com, the Military Historical 
Institute and countless others. 
 
This recommendation contains several original pieces written by research aides in the Office of Senator 
Charles E. Schumer. The recommender wishes to specifically highlight Caroline Silber’s essay, “Racism: 
Why a War Hero was Denied the Medal of Honor,” which can be found in Section 5.  
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DA FORM 638 (FROM PREVIOUS RECOMMENDATION) 



 



PROPOSED MEDAL OF HONOR CITATION 
 
For conspicuous acts of gallantry and intrepidity, at the risk of his life and above and beyond the call of 
duty, in action with the enemy on the front lines of the Western Front in France, as a member of 
Company C, 369th Infantry Regiment, 93rd Division, A.E.F.  In the early hours of May 15, 1918, Sergeant 
(then-Private) Johnson and another soldier were on sentry duty at a forward outpost when they 
received a surprise attack from a platoon-sized enemy force.  While under intense enemy fire and 
despite receiving significant wounds, then-Private Johnson mounted a brave retaliation which resulted 
in several enemy casualties.  When his fellow soldier was badly wounded and being carried away by the 
enemy, Sergeant Johnson exposed himself to grave danger by advancing from his position to engage the 
two enemy captors in hand-to-hand combat.  Wielding only a knife, and gravely wounded himself, 
Sergeant Johnson continued fighting, defeating the two captors and rescuing the wounded soldier.  
Displaying great courage, he continued to hold back the larger enemy force until the defeated enemy 
retreated, without the taking of a single prisoner and leaving behind a large cache of weapons and 
equipment and providing valuable intelligence. Without Sergeant Johnson’s quick actions and continued 
fighting, even in the face of certain death, the enemy might have succeeded in capturing prisoners, the 
outpost and without abandoning valuable intelligence. Sergeant Johnson's extraordinary heroism and 
uncommon valor are in keeping with the highest traditions of the military service and reflect great credit 
upon himself, his unit, and the United States Army. 
 





DETAILED BATTLE SUMMARY: 
THE BATTLE OF HENRY JOHNSON 

MAY 15, 19181 
 

 In the early morning hours of 15 May 1918, then-Privates Henry Johnson and Needham Roberts 
were led to a forward observation post known as “Combat Group No. 29.” C.G. 29 was an entrenched 
fighting position located approximately fifty yards ahead of the main trench line. Wooden planks 
covered the dirt floor of the outpost, and the site was surrounded by tall grass and barbed wire.   A 
small tree-lined hill allowed sheltered approach from the main line, but also precluded line of sight 
communication between it and the OP.   Due to the distance between Combat Group 29 and the front 
line trench, it would not have been possible for friendly forces to observe distinct actions by the 
combatants.  “Combat Group No. 28,” a supporting outpost of similar size and design, was several 
dozen yards away through thick grass.   On the night of the events in question, Johnson and Roberts 
relieved the previous sentries at C.G. 29 and were left by themselves on double-night sentry duty.  
French Colonial forces who had previously manned this sector routinely withdrew sentries from these 
outposts at night because of difficulties in communication and the frequency of German raids for 
prisoners.  Indeed, a French officer visited Johnson and Roberts at C.G. 29 to draw their attention to 
the vulnerability of the position.  

Hearing the click of wire cutters later that night, the sentries fired an illumination flare in the 
direction of Allied lines.   Commencing fire against the approaching enemy, Johnson and Roberts yelled 
to alert the guard force.  Roberts ran in the direction of Combat Group No. 28 to gather reinforcements 
but was forced to turn back.  The enemy raiding party was experienced enough to know that Allied 
forces in Sector Afrique were too thinly spread to notice infiltration between the outposts and the 
main line.  Mindful of this, the German raiders approached the OP from the rear.  German soldiers 
initiated suppressing fire while approaching down a single path through the wire. Johnson and Roberts 
returned fire and threw grenades to impede their advance.  Their Lebel semi-automatic rifles limited 
the sentries’ rate of fire as the weapon’s magazine could hold only three rounds. A last round in the 
chamber raised the total to four (Battle of Henry Johnson, 195).  As the German raiders entered the OP, 
Johnson took down the first with the remaining rounds left in his magazine.  Roberts was wounded by 
grenade shrapnel and unable to stand.  Despite his wounds, Roberts continued to throw grenades, but 
eventually lost consciousness.  Johnson also sustained shrapnel wounds but continued to fight as if 
unharmed.   

Two of the raiders picked up Roberts and attempted to carry him off while another fired his 
pistol at Johnson. His weapon jammed by a new magazine, Johnson swung the butt around like a 

1 By Eric Snyderman, Research Aide, Office of Senator Charles E. Schumer 



baseball bat.  He clubbed the man with the pistol over the head, knocking him to the ground.  
Johnson’s assailant yelled “this son-of- a bitch got me!” in American English as he fell. Johnson 
responded with some variant of the phrase: “and he’ll get you again if you get up.” (Battle of Henry 
Johnson, 195).  Hit, Johnson dropped his rifle and pulled a long, heavy bolo knife from its scabbard.  He 
lunged at the two Germans holding Roberts and using all of his weight and strength, smashed the 
heavy knife down into one soldier’s skull.  Bolo-knives used in combat range in length between twelve 
and eighteen inches, and generally have a heavily weighted hilt.  The size and weight would have made 
it extremely difficult for a man of 5’ 4” to position such a weapon over the head of a standing soldier.  
Johnson showed supreme strength and determination by doing so effectively despite several shrapnel 
and shotgun wounds.  His willingness to confront multiple armed men alone in order to save his 
captured friend demonstrates gallantry at risk of life above and beyond the call of duty.  Within 
seconds he retrieved the knife and plunged it into the second soldier. As he stepped back, the German 
he had clubbed with his rifle rolled over and fired a pistol round into Johnson. In spite of his wounds, 
Johnson rushed over for one last lethal attack with his bolo knife. At this point, American sentries from 
C.P. 28 rushed towards the battle, and the German raiding party withdrew with their wounded.  
Johnson continued to throw grenades into the dark.  

Johnson began to lose consciousness from his wounds as Lt. Pratt and the guard force arrived 
to relieve him.  Soon after, then-Captain Little of the 369th investigated the remnants of the battle. 
Johnson’s accuracy was revealed by the light of dawn; several more Germans lay in a pool of their own 
blood in a nearby shell hole (Battle of Henry Johnson, 197.) Little wrote later that the people and 
objects left behind indicated an attacking force of around 24 Germans.  The presence of stretchers was 
an especially good indicator of the size of the raiding party.  German raiding parties normally carried a 
stretcher for every twelve men. By this measure, at least 24 soldiers would have accompanied the two 
stretchers described by Capt. Little.  The number of enemy casualties and the nature of Private 
Roberts’ injuries when relief forces arrived are proof positive that Private Henry Johnson distinguished 
himself through a conspicuous display of gallantry and intrepidity at risk to his life and above and 
beyond the call of duty.  

 

 



TIMELINE 
THE BATTLE OF HENRY JOHNSON 

MAY 15, 19181 

 
Near St. Thomas to Ville-sur-Tourbe north-west of St. Menehoul; Lowlands of the Aisne and 
Tourbe; France2 
 
Between 12 A.M.  – 3:30 A.M.    
Private Henry Johnson is on sentry duty with Private Needham Roberts at Combat Group No. 29, 
“a tiny post, actually isolated, but theoretically a part of No.28.”3   
 

• An estimated 20 German soldiers approach Combat Group No. 294 

• Johnson and Roberts hear the sound of wire clippers against the field of wire 
surrounding Combat Group No. 29. 5 

• Johnson and Roberts discharge an illuminating rocket and shout “Corporal of the 
Guard.” 6 

• Germans throw a volley of grenades toward Johnson and Roberts. Both are injured. 7 

• After a period of combat, Roberts is rendered unable to rise.8 

• Johnson fires three shots and hits at least one German soldier. 9 

• Johnson uses his rifle as a club and hits a German soldier in the head. 

• Two German soldiers lift Roberts to take him prisoner. 10 

• Johnson buries his bolo knife into the crown of a German soldier.11 

• Johnson disembowels a German soldier with his bolo knife. 12 

• Germans retreat without taking prisoners. They carry away the dead and wounded and 
leave behind weapons, clothing, and blood.13  

 
3:30 A.M. - 4:30 A.M.   

• A relief party arrives headed by Lieutenant Pratt.14 
 
 

1 Compiled by Lily Xu 
2 Shockley  
3 Little 
4 Pershing, Hayward, Shockley.  
5 Roberts, Little, Shockley.  
6 Roberts, Little.  
7 Little 
8 Roberts, Little.  
9 Little 
10 Little, Croix de Guerre Citation, Hayward.  
11 Roberts, Hayward, Croix de Guerre Citation, Little, Pershing. ??  
12 Little, Hayward 
13 Little, Shockley.  
14 Roberts, Shockley 



4:30 A.M. - 10:30 A.M.  

• Major Arthur Little conducts his examination of the witnesses and the scene of the fight 
and he submits his official report. Little recommends both Johnson and Roberts for 
decoration of honor for valor. 15 

 
10:30 A.M.  

• Colonel William Hayward arrives with Irvin Cobb, Martin Green or the Evening World 
and Lincoln Eyre of the New York World. Major Little leads them on a tour of Combat 
Group No. 29. 16 

 
Later in the day (Possibly between 2 P.M. – 4 P.M.) 

• LTC M.A.W. Shockley conducts his independent investigation of the battleground (see 
his report, 3.5) 

 
 
May 16, 1918 

• Johnson and Roberts receive the Croix de Guerre. 17 Johnson’s orders are later changed 
to Orders of the Army (adds the coveted Palm to his decoration, making it the highest 
French award for valor possible). 

 
 
 
*NOTE: This timeline was compiled utilizing only the following primary source references: 
 

1. PERSHING (SEE 3.1)  Official Communique from General John Pershing to Chief of Staff, 
20 May 1918. (Document courtesy of NARA) 

2. SHOCKLEY: (SEE 3.6) Memorandum from Lieutenant Colonel M.A.W. Shockley to the 
Assistant Chief of Staff, 17 May 1918. (Document courtesy of NARA) 

3. HAYWARD: (SEE 3.3) Letter from Colonel William Hayward, Regional Commander, to 
Mrs. Edna Johnson, 18 May 1918. Read into Congressional Record, 4 Sept. 1918. 
(Courtesy of the Library of Congress) 

4. LITTLE: (SEE 3.5)  Little, Arthur (Company Commander). From Harlem to the Rhine: 
New York’s Colored Volunteers. New York: Covici Friede Publisher, 1936 (192-207). 

5. ROBERTS: (SEE 3.2) Brief Adventures of the First American Soldiers Decorated in the 
World War as told by Neadom Roberts (Document courtesy of The American Civil War 
Center at Historic Tredegar) 

  

15 Little.  
16 Little.  
17 Croix de Guerre Citation 
 



KEY NEW EVIDENCE 
 

The majority of this packet is new evidence that was not (to the knowledge of the recommender) 
considered in the previous award recommendation. Included in this application are never-considered 
chain of command endorsements, an eyewitness statement, the statement of an independent observer 
to the battle scene hours after the incident (LTC Shockley) and numerous official references to the 
serious injuries sustained by Sgt. Henry Johnson during the battle.  
 
The following list highlights especially significant new pieces of evidence (see specific sections for more 
information/analysis of particular documents): 
 
NEW Chain of Command Endorsements: 
 
(3.1) Official Communique from General John Pershing to Chief of Staff, 20 May 1918 

 
In his official communication summarizing the events of the day, General Pershing, 
commander of the AEF, devoted an entire section to The Battle of Henry Johnson: “Private 
Henry Johnson…should be given credit for preventing by their bravery the taking prisoner of 
any of our men.”  

 
 (3.3) Letter from Colonel William Hayward to Mrs. Edna Johnson, 18 May 1918. Congressional 
Record, 4 Sept. 1918. 
 

“…[Johnson] has lately added the most convincing proof of fine courage and splendid 
fighting ability…there were two others trying to get away from Johnson. Johnson was 
running right behind them; they ran into a camouflaged barbed wire gate and bounced back 
into Johnson’s arms. He broke his rifle across one’s helmet and then he pulled his bolo knife 
and split the other’s helmet and skull leaving the knife embedded there. The battle was 
over.” 

 
(2.2) Croix de Guerre Citation / (3.4) Orders & General Order No. 26 of the U.S. 369th Infantry 
Regiment. 
 

Since Johnson was under French command, the general orders / citation for his Croix de 
Guerre avec Palme (signed by French General Le Gallais), along with the official U.S. report 
documenting this award (GO 26) constitutes a chain of command endorsement from 
Johnson’s French commander. Le Gallais points to Johnson’s “beautiful example of courage 
and activity” under fire. That Le Gallais elevated Johnson’s award “to a citation in the orders 
of the Army” indicates that Le Gallais believed Johnson’s actions to meet the highest level of 
bravery on the battlefield (this is the highest French award for valor that Johnson could have 
received).  
 

NEW Eyewitness Statement 
 
(3.2) Brief Adventures of the First American Soldiers Decorated in the World War as told by 
Neadom Roberts 



 
This is an eyewitness account of The Battle of Henry Johnson from the fellow soldier he 
saved from capture. Roberts credits Johnson with the final blow of the battle: “[Johnson] 
broke his rifle across one’s [enemy’s] helmet and then he pulled his bolo knife and split the 
other’s helmet and skull leaving the knife embedded there. The battle was over.” 

 
NEW Firsthand Accounts of Battleground 
 
(3.6) Memorandum from Lieutenant Colonel M.A.W. Shockley to the Assistant Chief of Staff, 17 
May 1918. 
 

Provides official independent after action report: “This was a carefully prepared raid, 
probably to obtain evidence either by prisoners or by contact with the force occupying this 
sector…That the raid failed to secure prisoners was due to the activity and resistance of the 
two men on lookout.” 

 
(3.10) Irvin Cobb, The Glory of the Coming. New York: George H. Doran Company, 1918. 
 

Irvin Cobb was one of three journalists who happened to be in the right place at the right time. 
Major Little had just finished his detailed after action report of The Battle of Henry Johnson, and 
upon showing it to the three reporters, traveled with them to the site of the battle ground. Cobb 
not only provides a firsthand statement of what he saw, but his visit to the battle scene just 
hours after the carnage marked a turning point in his social perspective. Known as a racist writer 
from the South, in this account, Cobb famously changes his tune: “…If ever proof were needed, 
which it is not, that the colour of a man’s skin has nothing to do with the colour of his soul these 
twain then and there offered it in abundance [referring to Johnson & Roberts]” (Cobb 296).  

 
 
Additional Key NEW Evidence  
 
(3.9) Operation Reports from the French National Archives: “Journal des Marches et 
Operations du 8e C.A. du 30 Novembre 1917 au 31 Mai 1918.”  

 
This set of documents contains some of the operation reports that describe the 
movements of the French unit to which Henry Johnson was attached. Although not 
explicitly mentioned in these documents, the following reports refer specifically to the 
Battle of Henry Johnson, and even highlights this Battle as the main event of the report. 
(see highlighted/translated sections within.)  These documents are provided courtesy of 
the French National Archives. They can be accessed electronically at 
www.memoiredeshommes.sga.defense.gouv.fr. 

 
(3.11) New Medical Evidence (Report aggregating official evidence) 
 

Although a single, comprehensive medical report of Henry Johnson’s injuries cannot be found 
(and most likely never existed), there is much new official medical evidence located throughout 



this packet offering unwavering verification of the extent of Johnson’s (and Roberts’) very 
serious, life-threatening injuries.  

 
This comprehensive report aggregates this official medical evidence of the injuries sustained by 
Johnson and Roberts that resulted from the Battle of Henry Johnson. The sources referred to in 
this report are located throughout this packet. When the available medical evidence is pieced 
together (as this report does), it becomes clear that there is absolute medical proof of the near-
deadly injuries sustained by Johnson and Roberts. This report was created by Ryan McEvoy, 
research aide for Senator Schumer. 

 
 
(Section IV) Precedent Medal of Honor cases  
 

This section analyzes the actions of other Medal of Honor recipients (both historical and 
present day) to show how the heroic actions of Henry Johnson are equal to or greater than 
those in this selection of cases. This analysis proves that awarding Sgt. Johnson the Medal of 
Honor would be wholly within historical precedent. 
 

 
(6.2) Exclusive new paper by renowned Scholar, Dr. Richard Slotkin 
 

Dr. Richard Slotkin is one of the leading American Studies scholars of our time. He is the author 
of numerous texts in this area, including several bestsellers  and Lost Battalions, which 
specifically chronicles the Battle of Henry Johnson. After learning of Senator Schumer’s efforts 
to award Sergeant Johnson the Medal of Honor (and assisting immeasurably in the process), Dr. 
Slotkin has authored a new article on the subject. In addition to the hard evidence proving the 
facts, this important piece from a top subject matter expert offers the historical, political and 
social reasons why Henry Johnson should be awarded the Medal of Honor nearly 100 years 
later.  
 
The recommenders of this packet are grateful to Dr. Slotkin for his interest, time and permission 
to include his yet-unpublished article in this recommendation.  

 
(ALL PERMISSIONS TO REPRODUCE ANY PORTION OF THIS ARTICLE ARE AT THE SOLE 
DISCRESSION OF DR. SLOTKIN. He can be reached at rslotkin@wesleyan.edu.) 

 
 
…and more! 
 
So as not to duplicate what is contained in the recommendation, the remainder of the new evidence 
(including medical, unit information, and so forth) should be reviewed in due course as the packet is 
reviewed. This is not to diminish the importance of the remainder of the evidence else that has been 
located, but the above sources demand particular attention as they meet specific Medal of Honor 
guidelines for required evidence. 
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HENRY JOHNSON1 
1897-1929 

 
Born in the South, Henry Johnson moved to the Capital Region of New York in his mid-teens. He 
worked in a coal yard, as a soda mixer in a pharmacy, and as a redcap porter at Albany’s Union 
Station on Broadway.  
 
On June 5, 1917, Johnson left family and friends to volunteer for service in the cloth of his country.  
On arrival in New York City, he heard that an all black infantry regiment was being formed in 
Harlem.  Seeking adventure and combat duty, he enlisted with Company C, 15th New York Infantry, 
an all black National Guard unit that would later become the 369th U.S. Infantry Regiment. The 
369th was among the first infantry units at full strength, but the War Department initially refused to 
place a black unit on the front lines.  While other units received combat training, Johnson and his 
fellow soldiers were ordered to guard industrial facilities around New York State.  Even when 
shipped to France, the unit was placed on labor details, and remained virtually untrained for 
combat.  
 
When General Pershing of the Allied Expeditionary Force did finally order the 369th into battle, he 
transferred the unit into the French Army, which accepted the unit as one of its own.  Soon 
enough, the 369th was facing down the Germans from a dirt trench in Northern France.  On the 
night of May 15, 1918, Johnson and fellow soldier Needham Roberts were given sentry duty in an 
outpost far ahead of their unit’s main position.  A German raiding party estimated at 24 men 
encircled their position with the intention of taking the sentries prisoner.   With grenades, aimed 
fire and sheer determination, the two men delayed the superior enemy force.  When the Germans 
entered their position, Roberts was incapacitated.  Johnson prevented Roberts’ capture by clubbing 
an enemy with his jammed weapon.  Hit by shotgun fire, the 5’ 4” Henry Johnson pulled a heavy 
bolo knife and stuck it into the skull of a second foe.  As yet another German struggled to carry off 
his comrade, Johnson struck again with the knife.  The remaining Germans fled empty handed.  For 
his valor above and beyond the call of duty, Johnson received a French Croix de Guerre. But, his 
heroism came at a great personal cost: during the raid, Johnson suffered shrapnel and gunshot 
injuries that resulted in permanent disabilities.  
 
When he returned to the United States, Johnson received accolades from the American public, but 
none from the U.S. government. He did not even receive disability benefits despite the career-
ending injuries he sustained in battle. Henry Johnson died in July 1929 at the age of 32. He is buried 
in Arlington National Cemetery.  

1 By Lily Xu, Research Aide, Office of Senator Charles E. Schumer 



 
An application for the Medal of Honor submitted in 1996 was approved by former Secretary of the 
Army Louis Caldera in 2001 but was rejected by former Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman General 
Richard Myers. Henry Johnson was posthumously awarded the Purple Heart in 1996 and the 
Distinguished Service Cross in 2002.  



 

 
 
 
Croix de Guerre avec Palme (French Award) 16 May 1918 
& 24 June 1918 
 
The importance of Henry Johnson having received this award 
cannot be understated. Henry Johnson was the first American of 
any race to be awarded the Croix de Guerre avec Palme, as it is 
was generally reserved for enlisted Frenchmen. The French 
government had not even issued this award until it decided it was 
necessary in order to recognize such heroism on the part of a 
soldier. The fact that the French government made the decision to 
award the medal “avec Palme” only further emphasizes the 
significance of this achievement. 
 
The Croix de Guerre avec Palme is an award issued by the French 
government in order to recognize gallantry in battle. This award is 
awarded to servicemen who fought in World War I and were 
mentioned in Despatches (mentioned in an official report written 
by a superior and sent to the high command noting particularly 
fearless actions taken on the part of a solider in the face of an 
enemy.) When the award is given “avec Palme,” it designates the 
highest obtainable degree of this distinguished award.1 
 

 

1 By Ryan McEvoy, Research Aide, Office of Senator Charles E. Schumer 
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Henry Johnson’s Distinguished Service Cross Citation 
(United States Award) 26 March 2002 
 
The Distinguished Service Cross is the nation’s second highest 
military decoration. Sgt. Johnson was awarded the Distinguished 
Service Cross for his “extraordinary heroism in action.” 

 







 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Henry Johnson’s Purple Heart Certificate (United States 
Award) 25 June 1996  
 
The Purple Heart is awarded to those service members who are 
killed or wounded in action. Sgt. Johnson was awarded the Purple 
Heart after being wounded in combat during the Battle of Henry 
Johnson. 

 







 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2 Letters from the National Personnel Records Center dated (A) 
27 April 1995 & (B) 14 Feb 2011 stating that Henry Johnson’s 
personnel records were destroyed in a 1973 fire at their center. 

 







 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Statement of Service from the National Personnel Records 
Center 
 
This document, also found in the previous Medal of Honor 
recommendation, confirms Sgt. Johnson’s active duty service.  



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Registration Card for Henry Johnson, 15 June 1917. 
 
This document was provided to the office of Sen. Charles Schumer 
courtesy of Jeffrey Sammons (2011) at New York University.  



Source Information: 

Record Index

Name: Henry Johnson

City: Albany

County: Albany

State: New York

Birthplace: North Carolina;United States of America

Birth Date: 15 Jul 1892

Race: Black

FHL Roll Number: 1711816

DraftBoard: 2

Source Information

Record URL: http://search.ancestrylibrary.com/cgi-bin
/sse.dll?h=188242&db=WW1draft&indiv=try

Source Citation: Registration Location: Albany County, New
York; Roll: 1711816; Draft Board: 2.

Ancestry.com. World
War I Draft
Registration Cards,
1917-1918 [database
on-line]. Provo, UT,
USA: Ancestry.com
Operations Inc, 2005.

Original data: United States, Selective Service System. World War I
Selective Service System Draft Registration Cards, 1917-1918.
Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration.
M1509, 4,582 rolls. Imaged from Family History Library microfilm.

AncestryLibrary.com - World War I Draft Registration Cards, 1917-1918 ... http://search.ancestrylibrary.com/content/viewerpf.aspx?h=188242&db...

1 of 1



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Final Payment Roll of Company C, 369th Infantry 
Regiment, 24 February 1919 
 
This document was provided to the office of Sen. Charles Schumer 
courtesy of the National Personnel Records Center.  

 



 

 





 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Report Granting List of Personnel Honorable Discharges, 
24 February 1919 
 
This document was provided to the office of Sen. Charles Schumer 
courtesy of the National Personnel Records Center. The list 
includes Henry Johnson. 

 









 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Henry Johnson Discharge Paper, 24 February 1919 
 
This document is posted on the NYS Archives website. It is 
significant to note that this document indicates that that Johnson 
was “severely” wounded; yet, he received 0% disability. This is 
despite extensive evidence noting his permanent and debilitating 
disability (see Medical Report, 1.6).  
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Henry Johnson Statement of Service from the 15th New 
York National Guard 
 
This document was provided to the office of Sen. Charles Schumer 
courtesy of Jeffrey Sammons (2011) of New York University. It is 
important to note that this document also states that Johnson was 
“severely” wounded (but only received 0% disability.) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Henry Johnson Death Certificate (d. 1 July 1929) 
 
This document was provided to the office of Sen. Charles Schumer 
courtesy of Dr. Jeffrey Sammons (2011) at New York University. 
The death certificate indicates that Sgt. Johnson died in 
Washington D.C. on 1 July 1929. 

 
 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Interment form for Henry Johnson at the Arlington National 
Cemetery 
 
This document was provided to the office of Sen. Charles Schumer 
courtesy of Jaffrey Sammons (2011) at New York University.  
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Cablegram from General John Pershing to the Chief of Staff 
(Chain of Command Endorsement) 

20 May 1918 
 

Bibliographic Information:  
• Content Source: The National Archives and Records Administration  
• Record Group: 120  
• Publication Number: M930  
• Series: Weekly, Semi-weekly and Daily Summaries (Oct. 30, 1917-Apr. 26, 1918) AND 

Summaries of Activities, U.S. Troops (Mar. 11-May 14, 1918) AND American Official 
Communiques (May 16-Dec. 13, 1918)  

• Publication Title: Cablegrams Exchanged Between General Headquarters, American 
Expeditionary Forces, and the War Department, 1917-19  

• Cable Number: 1151-S 
• Cable Place: General Headquarters, A.E.F., France.  
• Cable Date: 20 May 1918  

 

About the Author: General John Pershing commanded the American Expeditionary Forces in France 
in World War I, 1917-1919.  
 
Short Description: In this cablegram from General John Pershing to the Adjunct General for the Chief of 
Staff, Section B, General Pershing commends Private Henry Johnson for his “notable instance of 
bravery and devotion” on May 15, 1918 when he “continued fighting after receiving wounds and 
despite use of grenades by superior force” and prevented the taking of American prisoners.   
   
Significance: This cablegram from General John Pershing constitutes a chain of command endorsement 
for the recognition of Henry Johnson.  
 Gen. Pershing corroborates many details of what has become known at the Battle of Henry 
Johnson. First, Johnson and his only companion, Needham Roberts, were gravely outnumbered by the 
German “raiding party estimated at 20 men.” In addition, Johnson and Roberts were stationed “at 
some distance from one another” which indicates the strength of the “superior” German force. 
 Second, despite the odds, Johnson managed to defeat the German raiding party in “hand to 
hand encounters” with the aid of a bolo knife. It is clear that Gen. Pershing is referring to Johnson 
when he states that “one [resorted] to use of bolo knife after rifle jammed and further fighting with 
bayonet and butt became impossible,” especially when the other primary documents are taken into 
account. Most notably, in Roberts’ statement, he writes that Johnson “pulled his bolo knife and split 
the other’s [referring to a German soldier’s] helmet.” (Roberts, pg. 7)  
 Third, Gen. Pershing confirms that even after sustaining wounds himself, Johnson succeeded in 
wounding a number of German soldiers: “The two colored sentries continued fighting after receiving 
wounds.” There is “evidence that at least one and probably second German was severely cut. Third 
known to have been shot.” The other primary documents clarify that it was Johnson who wounded the 
Germans soldiers that Gen. Pershing mentions in his cablegram. One example is in Johnson’s Croix de 
Guerre avec Palme citation, which reads “shot and disabled one of them [referring to the German 
soldiers] and grievously wounded two others with his bolo”. 
 Finally, Gen. Pershing clearly states that Johnson “should be given credit” for his bravery in 
preventing the Germans from taking any American prisoners.  

http://www.nara.gov/
http://www.footnote.com/documents/26417335/wwi_military_cablegrams_aef_and_war_dept
http://www.footnote.com/documents/26417335/wwi_military_cablegrams_aef_and_war_dept
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Brief Adventures of the First American Soldiers Decorated in the World War 
As told by Neadom Roberts 

 
Bibliographic Information: 
Content Source: The American Civil War Center at Historic Tredegar 
Title: Brief Adventures of the First American Soldiers Decorated in the World War As told by 
Neadom  
 Roberts 
Publication Date: 10 Feb. 1933  
Museum Contact: Randy Klemm, Curator, The American Civil War Center at Historic Tredegar 

Tel: 804.780.1865  ext. 20; rklemm@tredegar.org 
 

About the Author: Private Needham Roberts accompanied Then-Private Henry Johnson on 
double sentry on May 15, 1918. Johnson saved Roberts from being taken prisoner by the 
German soldiers that raided their outpost. 
 
Short Description: This source provides an eyewitness account of the "Battle of Henry Johnson", 
as recounted by the only other first-hand observer of the event, fellow soldier Needham 
Roberts. His retelling provides details of Johnson's bravery and self-sacrifice and establishes 
that Johnson delivered the final blow to the Germans, causing them to ultimately flee. Roberts 
notes that “Johnson was fighting just as hard as I was, and perhaps harder.” Johnson “broke his 
rifle across one’s helmet and then he pulled his bolo knife and split the other’s helmet and skull 
leaving the knife embedded there. The battle was over. It was the morning of May 15th.” 
   
Significance: This account from Private Needham Roberts is an eyewitness statement attesting 
to the brave acts of Private Henry Johnson on May 15, 1918. Private Roberts was the only 
person, aside from the enemy, who could personally attest to Henry Johnson’s feats of arms. 
 Private Roberts’ account corroborates key details of what has become known as the 
“Battle of Henry Johnson.” First, Johnson and Roberts manned the outpost alone and 
reinforcements did not arrive until the end of the battle. Roberts writes: “The battle was over…I 
lay there seriously wounded until about 4 o’clock in the morning, when a patrol of our men 
came out from the front line trenches.”  
 Second, Johnson displayed great courage: “Johnson was fighting just as hard as I was, 
and perhaps harder.” Most notably, “Johnson “broke his rifle across one’s [German soldier’s] 
helmet and then he pulled his bolo knife and split the other’s helmet and skull leaving the knife 
embedded there.” 
 Third, Roberts also corroborates details of Johnson’s extensive wounds, although he 
continued to fight: “Johnson had received shots through the calves of both legs and both of his 
insteps were shot out.” 

While Roberts’ account does not explicitly detail Johnson's actions in saving him from 
being carried off by the enemy (and provides a robust account of his own bravery), Roberts 
does make clear that he was seriously injured while Johnson was still fighting and that Johnson 
delivered the ultimate blow to the enemy.  

 

mailto:abourne@tredegar.org


Additional Comment: Private Roberts’ account corroborates key details of the “Battle of Henry 
Johnson,” but it understandably does not detail all of Johnson’s acts of bravery (we must 
assume that he did not realize his account would be used to award the man who saved him the 
Medal of Honor). The account is written from Roberts’ point of view and focuses on his own 
role in the action. All other primary sources (i.e. the Croix de Guerre Citation, Gen. Hayward’s 
letter, Major Little’s report) indicate that Roberts suffered injuries early on in the battle and in 
the words of his Croix de Guerre citation “remained prone on the ground” and only “continued 
fighting by throwing grenades.”  
 
Please note that this document, for the sake of clarity, also contains a statement of service 
record for Neadom Roberts 

 

 

 

NOTE: This section also includes: 
- Certificate of Authenticity for document. It has been signed and authenticated by 

Randy Klemm, Curator at the American Civil War Center at Historic Tredegar 
- Neadom Roberts Statement of Service from the NY 15th National Guard (Courtesy 

of Jeffrey Sammons of New York University, who obtainer this from the NY State 
Archives) 

 



















Letter from Colonel William Hayward to Mrs. Edna Johnson 
18 May 1918. 

As Read into the Congressional Record, 4 September 1918 
 

Bibliographic Information: Read into the Congressional Record of the U.S. House of Representatives 
on 4 September 1918 by Mr. Norman Judd Gould. Source: Library of Congress. 
 
About the Author: Colonel William “Bill” Hayward commanded the 369th Infantry Regiment, a 
segregated African American unit who served alongside the French during World War I.  
 
Description: This letter from Col. Hayward constitutes a chain of command endorsement for the 
recognition of Henry Johnson. 
 Col. Hayward corroborates many details of what has become known as The Battle of Henry 
Johnson.  First, Johnson and his only fellow sentry, Needham Roberts, were gravely outnumbered 
when “12 to 20 [Germans] (judging by weapons, clothing, and paraphernalia they left behind and by 
their footprints)…made a surprise attack…on our two brave soldiers [referring to Johnson and 
Roberts].” 
  Second, Hayward indicates that Johnson lead the attack against the German raiding party. 
Roberts suffered immobilizing injuries early in the battle and only played a supporting role: “Your 
husband [referring to Johnson] with his rifle and Private Roberts from his helpless position on the 
ground, with hand grenades” opened fired on the German soldiers. Hayward’s letter clearly states that 
because Roberts was unable to get up, Johnson took a more active role in the battle to defeat the 
Germans and defend Roberts. 
       Third, Johnson saved Roberts from enemy capture: “Roberts was overpowered and about to be 
carried away” when Johnson “who had used up all the cartridges in the magazine of his rifle and had 
knocked one German down with the butt end of it, drew his bolo from his belt…He rushed to the 
rescue of his fallen comrade, and fighting desperately, split open, with his bolo, the head of the 
German who was throttling Pvt. Roberts, and turning to the boche who had Roberts by the feet, 
plunged the bolo into the  German’s bowels.” 
 Fourth, Johnson succeeded in killing and wounding several German soldiers. Hayward writes 
that he “feels certain that one of the enemy was killed by rifle fire, two by your husband’s [referring to 
Johnson’s] bolo, one by grenades thrown by Pvt. Roberts, and several others grievously wounded.” 
     In light of all these factors, Col. Hayward clearly believes that Johnson acted heroically and 
deserves to be recognized for his bravery.   
 



 

 

 

 

 

Colonel William “Bill” Hayward 
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9948 CONG-nESSIONAL RECORD-HOUSE. SEPTEMBER 4 , 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

WEDXESDAY, September 4, 1918. 

~J:he House met at 12 o'clock nOOll. 
The Chaplain, nev. Henry N. Couden, D. D., offered U:e fol

lowing prayer: 
Onr Father in heaven, lend us Thliw aid nud help us to con

form onr thoughts and ways to the highest conceptions of right 
and duty, as they have been revealed to us in the precepts and 
example of all the truest and holiest men of the past; that we 
mn;y be in consonance with Thy will and 'purposes, and as: inc1i
viduals and a Nation we may, with our allies, straighten out the 
tangles in which the world. finds itself by wicked and designing 
llIen. 

Continue to uphold and sustain us, with our allies, in the 
splendid progress toward the end uesired; for Thine is the king
dom" and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

~'he Journal of the proceedings of yesterday was read and ap
proved. 

J.E~VE OF. ADSENCE. 
1111'. ESCH. I ask unanimous consent for indefinite leave of 

absence for my colleague [1111'. BROWNE],.on acconnt of illness 
in hisfll.1nily. 

The SPEAI\:ER. The gentlcman from 'Visconsin asks unani
mous consent for indefinite leave of' absence for his colleague 
[lIIL'. BROWNg], on account of illness in his family. Is there 
objection? 

TlJe're was no objection. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A Illessa~e from the Senate, by IIII'. Wulliorf, its enrolling 
clerl~, announced that the Senate had passed without amend
ment joint resolution of the followin~ title: 

H. J. Res. 325. A joint resolution amending section 8 of the 
amendment to the act entitled "An act to nuthol'ize the President 
to increase temporarily the lIIilitary Establishment of the United 
States." approved lUay 18, 1Dl7: 

ENROLLED UILL AND JOINT RESOLUTION SIGNIW. 

lUi'. LAZARO, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported 
thnt they had examined and found truly enrolled joint resolu
tiOIl of the following title, when the Speaker signell the same: 

H. J. Hes. 325. Joint' resolution amending section 8 of the 
amel1l1ment to the act entitled "An act to authorize tl1e President 
to increase temporarily the Militm'y Estnblishment of the United 
States," al1provedMay 18, 1917. 

The Speaker :lllllcunced his signature to enrolled bill of the 
following title: 

S. ,1597. An act extending the time for the construct.lon of a 
bridge aCI'oss the Monongahela River at 01' ncar the city of 
Fairmont, "V. Va. 

PVTS. HENRY JOHNSON AND NE:lWHA1[ 1I0RERTS. 

Mr. GOULD. MI'. Speaker, I asl, unanimous consent to pro
ceed for five minutes. 

The SPEAKER The gentleman from New Yorl,: asks 
unanimous cOllsent to proceed for /i\'e minutes. Is there ob
jection? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GOULD. I asl, to ,hayc read the letter of Col. William 

Hayward, Three hundred and sixty-ninth United States In
fantry. 

The SPEAKER. Thc Clerk will read the letter. 
'.rhe Clerk read ns follows: 

THaEE flUND!:gD AND SIXTY-Nl:>lTII U. S. INFANTRY, 
FOl!~IERLY PIFTEENTH Nnw YORK I:>IFANTItY, 

SECTEUU POSTAL, No. 54, A. E. F., 
]i'I'<IIICC,. May 18, 1918. 

!lIrs. EDNA JOII:>ISON, 
l!3 Monroe Street, Albu!lV, N. Y. 

My DEAR' MRS. JOHNSO:>l: Your husband, Pvt. Henry Johnson, is in 
my regiment, the 'fhree hundred and sixty-ninth United States Infan
try, formcrIy F,lfteenth New York Infantry. flo has been at all times 
n good soldier and is a good boy, of fine morals ancl upright character. 
To these admirable traits he ha~ lately added the most convincing 
proof of fine courage and splcndid fighting ability. 

I regret to say that he is at the moment In a hospital, seriously, 
but not dangerously, wounded, the wounds having been received nnder 
such circumstances that everyone of us In the regiment would be 
pleased and prond to trade places with him. It wus as follows: 

hat and capture them' It would be; so this raiding party CA.me looking 
for thc black Americans '.rhey did not find them asleep. howevcr, but, 
on the contrary, both Henry Johnson and Needham Roberts werc very 

,much awake and alert and attending strictly to their duties. At the 
beginning of the attack the GerDlans fired a volh~y of bullets and 
grenades, and both the bovs were wounded, your husband three times 
and Hoberts twice. Then the Germans rushed the post, expecting to 
make un easy capture. In spite of their woundS the two boys waited 
c?olIy and courageously, find wheu the Germans were within striking 
dIstance opened fire, your husband with his rIDe and Pvt. Hoberts 
from his helpless position on the ground, with hand 1;renades. Th~ 
German raiding party came on in spitc of their wounded. and In a few 
seconds our boys were at grips with the terrible foe in a desperate 
hand-to-hand encounter. in which the enemy outnumbered them ten 
to one, 

The boys Inflicted great loss on the enemy, but Roberts was over
powercd and about to lJe carried away, when your husband, who had 
used uf all the cartrl<.Igcs in the magazine of his rifle and had 
Imoclte( one German down with the butt end of It. drew IllS bolo from 
his belt. 'I.'he bolo is a short, heavy weapon carried by the American 
soldier, with the edge of a l'uzor, the weight of a cieaver, nnd the 
point of a butcher knife. He rushed to the rescue of his fallen com
rade, and, fighting desperately, spItt open. with his bolo. the head of 
the German who was throttling Pvt. Hoberte. and turning to the 
bache who had Hoberts by the feet, plunged the bolo into the Ger
man's howels. This one was the leader of the German party, find' on 
receiving what muet have been his mortal W011Ud, pxclalme(1 In 
Americau English, without Rny trace of accent, "Oh, the sou of a 
--- got me Of; thus proving that he was undoubtedly onc of the 
Bo-called Germau-Amerlcans who came to our country not to become 
a good citizen of It but to pnrtalie of Its plenty nnd 'bounty and then 
return to fight for the Kaiser' and' help enslave the world. He was 
doubtless selected as the lender- of the party to speak English and 
perhaps fool my soldiers by calling to them in the darkness In English 
not to fire, that it was n friend. 

Henry laid about him rlgbt and left with his heavy lmlfe, and Rob
erts, relensed from the grasp of the scoundrels, began again throwing 
hand grenades and explodiug them in their midst, and the Germans 
doubtless thinking it was rL host Instead of two brave colored boys 
fighting like tigers at bay, picked up their dead nnd wounded and slunk 
away. leaving many weapons and parts of their torn, cut and shot
riddled clothing. and leaving n trail of blood which we followed at 
dawn clear to their lines. 

We feci certain that one of the 'enemy was IdJled hy rifle fire. two 
by yonr husband's bolo. one by grenades thrown by Pvt. Hoberts, and' 
se\'eral other grievously wounded, 

So It was in this way the GermanR found the black Americans! 
B6th boys have received the citation of tho French general com

manding the splendid French division in which my regiment Is now 
serving, and will receive the Croix de Guerre (Cross at War). 'I.'he 
citation. translnted, is as follows: 
--- Division. MAY 16, H)18. 

Order No. ---. 
The general --- commandiug --- D. I.. mentions in orders 

of the did sian the soldiers of the Three hundred nnd sixty-ninth Regi
ment d'Infanterle. United States, , 

1. Johnson, Henry (No. 103348), private in Company C. 
Being on double sentry duty during the night, and having been 

ussalled by a group composed of at least u dozen Germans. shot and 
disabled one of them and grievously wounded two others with his bolo. 
In spite ot three wonnds with pistOl bullets and grenades nt the be
ginning of the fighting, this man ran to the assistance of his wounded 
comrade. who was about to be carried away 8rlsoner by the enemy, 
and continued to fight up to the retreat of the ermans. 

He has given a beautiful example of cournge nnd activity. 
2. Uoberts. Needham (No. 1033G9), private in Company C. 
Being on double sentry duty during the night. hoxlng been assailed 

and grievously wounded in his leg by II group of Germans, continued 
fighting by throwing grenades, a.lthough he was proue on the ground, 
up to the retreat of the enemy, Good and brave soldier. 

'.rhe general requested that the citation of the dl\'lsion commander 
of the soldier, Johnson, be changed to a citation in the orders of the 
army. 

Some time ago the ~reat French general. Goura\1(l, placed in .my 
hands the sum of 100 frnn~s, to be sent to the famil.v of tbe first one 
of my soldiers wounded In a fight with the enemy under heroic circum
stances. Inasmuch as these boys were wounded Simultaneously anQ 
both displayed' great heroism. I think It but foil' to send to each one 
half of this sum •. Accordingly I nm inclosing New York exchange fa! 
the equivalent of 50 francs. 

I am sure that you have made a splendid contribution to the causo 
of liberty by giving ;vour husband to your country, nnd It Is my hope 
nnd. prayer to bring. ulm back to you safe and sound, together WiUl as 
many of his comrades as it is humanly possible by care and caution, to 
conserve and' bring back to America. But It must be borne In mind 
that we· can not all come back; that none of us can come bacl< until 
this job Is done, ' 

Illy cordial respects go with this letter to tile wife of Henry John
son. 

Very truly, yours, 
WILJ.IAM H.\YwAnD, Colollel_ 

[Applause.] 

He and Pvt. Needham Uoberts were on guard together nt a small 
outpost of u front-line trench neal' to the Germau linea, and during 
the night a, strong raidIng party of Germans, numbering from 12 to 
20 (judging by the weapons, ciotiling, nnd purnphcrnalla they left 
behind and by their footprints) stoic across No Man's Lnnd and made 
n surprise attack in thc dead' of night on our two brave soldiers. 

We had learned some time ago. from captured GerDlan prisoners that I 
the Germans had heard of a regiment of block Americans In' this 
sector, and the German officers had told their men' how easy to com-

Mr. G.AURETT of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, of course it is 
too late now, I suppose. It is a very delicate matter at best, 
but I am very sorry tl1Ut the gentleman from New York saw 
fit to insert that letter in the HECORD, Not that the exploits 
there related do not excite our admiration, but, of course, it 
will be a matter of absolute iplpossibUity to put into the nECORD 
aU of the accounts of these individual acts of heroism. All of 
us have these letters, and I wish now, at u time when it cun 
not be misunderstood in the future, to say that I shall feel con
struined;. if I am present in the HaU, to object to the insertion 
of letters of this character in the Rl~CORD, not because of any 
lack of-appreciation of the heroic qualities displayed by our 
soldiers but because of the reallzatioll that we can not put 
them all in and that many will not receive that publicity which 
would be their due. 
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General Order No. 26 of the U.S. 369th Infantry Regiment1 
 

Bibliographic Information: 
 
Content Source: The National Archives and Records Administration 
Publication Title: Records of U.S. Regular Army Mobile Units 1821-1942 
Record Group: 391 
Short Description: Order to Company Commanders Regarding Public Reading of A Citation For 
Valor by GEN  Le Gallais of the French 16th INF Division Describing Actions by PVT Henry 
JOHNSON and PVT Needham ROBERTS  
Series: NARA E-2133. Records of the 1st-388th & 559th Infantry Regiments, 1916-1921; 369th 
 Infantry Headquarters. Orders. G.O. Wound Chevrons S.O. 1918 -1- 129  Box No. 4268 HM 
1999 
General Order Number: 26  
Order Date: 16-MAY-1918  
 
Abstract: This document serves as a chain of command endorsement of PVT Johnson’s valor 
in combat by General Le Gallais (16th FREN Inf. Div.) and Colonel Hayward (369th U.S. Inf. Reg)  
In this order, General Le Gallais announces that he has recognized Johnson for “a beautiful 
example of courage and activity” under fire.  Le Gallais mentioned Johnson’s actions in 
dispatches to higher French commands, and significantly, mentions that he has asked higher 
American commands (i.e. AEF HQ) to recognize his actions as well.  Below a description of 
the battle, Le Gallais’ staff specifically wrote “The General requested that the citation of the 
Division Commander of the soldier Johnson be changed to a citation in the orders of the 
Army.”  
  
Description: General Order No. 26 of the 369th U.S. Infantry Regiment (dated 24 MAY 1918) 
ordered company commanders to read their soldiers a message citing the valor in combat of 
Then-PVTs Henry Johnson and Needham Roberts.  The citations mentioned in the regimental 
order (these dated 16 MAY 1918) were originally prepared by GEN Le Gallais of the French 
16th Infantry Division; the line unit to which the 369th was attached.  GEN Le Gallais 
mentioned Johnson and Roberts in the dispatches of his division, and requested that the 
citations be included in the dispatches of the larger army.  The translated citations are 
marked as Order No. 697 of the French 16th Inf. Divisions. These show that GEN Le Gallais 
gave official recognition to the actions of Johnson and Roberts in the days immediately 
following the incident, and that he attempted to alert U.S. Army officers so that these 
soldiers could be decorated. The translated versions of Le Gallais’ citations can be found in  
Section II of this packet). Moreover, this document is certain evidence of a bona-fide chain of 
command endorsement for award of the CMH.  
  
  
 

1 Located by Eric Snyderman 

http://www.nara.gov/
http://www.footnote.com/documents/26417335/wwi_military_cablegrams_aef_and_war_dept




From Harlem to the Rhine by Col. Arthur Little 
Retelling of his original after action report based on his own war diaries 

(Chain of Command  Endorsement) 
 
Note from author: “Written between June 1919 and August 1920 from notes from my war 
diary. –A.W.L.” 
 
Bibliographic Information:   
 
Little, Arthur W. From Harlem to the Rhine: The Story of New York's Colored Volunteers. Covici 
Friede Publishers, 1936.  
 Excerpts: Chapter: "The Battle of Henry Johnson Our Second Tour in the Trenches", 
 "Back to Maffrecourt", "Mustered Out", and "Ah'm Goin' Back Ter Mah Reg'Lar Job". 
 
About the Author: Captain Arthur W. Little was a battalion commander of the 369th Infantry 
Regiment, known as the "Harlem Hellfighters", and From Harlem to the Rhine is his history of 
the regiment and its activities in France during WWI. In this excerpt, Little provides his 
recounting of the activities/exploits of the 369th during the period May 11-May 31, 1918, based 
on his personal involvement and contemporaneous regimental notes/journals. This is a primary 
source recount of the author's direct, personal experiences of the regiment. Then-Major Little's 
personal "official" interview of witnesses and survey of the battle site immediately followed 
The Battle of Henry Johnson. Little notes that he personally "examined or cross examined" 
every witness to the scene and that "every foot of the ground of that fight and of the retreat 
was gone over by me, with others", during which "I made notes as I examined."  He states that 
he "... put aside as valueless every detail of which there was no corroborative testimony or 
evidence. The result was the story as I have told it. So I made my official report." 
 
Importance: This source provides a primary source, first-hand account of the battle and the 
aftermath, by one of Johnson's commanding officers, providing a chain of command 
endorsement in which Little states: “By half past ten o’clock [AM] I had completed the 
examination and inspection of the witnesses and the scene of the fight, and dictated my official 
report, including the recommendation of both Johnson and Roberts for decorations of honor—
for valor.” 
 
Description: 
Little provides a detailed description of the battle itself, based upon a “forensic” investigation 
of the battle scene and interviews conducted immediately following the event, including with 
Roberts and Johnson personally.  He also provides a first-hand account of his personal review of 
the battle site and the evidence of the battle, including amounts of flesh and blood, blood-
soaked clothing, an inventory of the "abandoned property" left by the retreating Germans 
(including 40 grenades, 7 wire cutters, 3 pistols, and blood and flesh-embellished caps), and 
evidence of two hospital stretchers, along with a grenade hole he describes as "the size and 
shape of a five gallon punch bowl" filled with "thick sticky blood" that would not be absorbed 
into the ground for a week. It is based on this evidence that Little concludes that the German 



party "was of a minimum of 24 men."  Little proceeds to recount the arrival to the scene of a 
group of American journalists and what he saw as a "Heaven-sent opportunity for honorable 
publicity for our volunteer regiment from Harlem,” and the press coverage that resulted. What 
the reporters witnessed at the battle scene, along with interviews with Johnson and Roberts 
themselves, converted even the most racist Southern writer to believe that African Americans 
were as capable and patriotic as white men. In a separate account, Irwin Cobb famously writes:  
 
“Little also makes note of the very high levels of discipline and professionalism of the regiment 
generally. He also recounts his ongoing interaction with Johnson (and Roberts) after the battle 
during their recuperation, including Johnson's serious physical injuries which left him "a 
physical wreck" "doomed to be [a] cripple[] for life." He describes Johnson's wounds as 
including his having lost most of the bones in one foot so that he had to walk as a "'slap-foot'", 
his having a "silver tube in place of the shin bone" and "a number of other wounds." Little also 
recounts that, as a result of the affection Colonel Hayward and the rest of the regiment and 
command had for Johnson, he was "...made a sergeant, and he became one of the great pets of 
the regiment." (Illustrating the attitudes of the day, it should be noted that Little likens Johnson 
to "[General] Custer's horse" wherein the command "let him nibble grass around headquarters, 
and when company came call him in and show him off.")   
 
Note: Although the original report cannot be found (an extensive search of RG120 at the 
National Archives did not produce it), Little’s report should have been attached to Shockley’s 
report (see #5), but upon physical search, it was missing. Little also states that “as I write, a 
copy of my report is not at hand.” Not even Little could get hold of his own report in the few 
years following the battle. But this account must be accepted as legitimate as the original since 
Little wrote this just a year after the battle based on his war diaries (even though it was not 
published until 1936), and Little’s flawless credibility (see attached letter from Emmett Scott 
praising Arthur Little at the end of this section). PLEASE SEE RECOMMENDER’S NOTE ON 
FOLLOWING PAGE REGARDING THIS IMPORTANT ISSUE. 



POSSIBLE MISHANDLING OF RECORDS RELATED TO HENRY JOHNSON 
(Written by Ryan McEvoy, Research Aide) 

 
When this office began searching for records related to the Battle of Henry Johnson, one record that 
was expected to be found without issue was Arthur Little’s well-documented and detailed after action 
report. This well-documented report contained an abundance of information related to the battle 
including details of the weapons involved, injuries sustained to the participants in battle,  and interviews 
with Henry Johnson and Neadom Roberts. Copies of this report should have been kept in several places. 
American Expeditionary Forces records of the 92nd Division and as an attachment to M.A.W. Shockley’s 
report (which indicates that it is attached). Despite a vigorous search of these records, we could not 
locate this report. This was puzzling, especially since other official reports of the Battle of Henry Johnson 
make direct reference to it.1,2,3  

Firstly, Lieutenant Colonel M.A.W. Shockley’s report 4 an independent observer, refers to an intelligence 
report (Little’s report) attached to his own. But a physical search of these records revealed Shockley’s 
report  without Little’s. What is even more suspicious is that not even Arthur Little could not even 
located a copy of his own report as he wrote his book. Little states 3, “I cannot give off hand a complete 
inventory; [of the items the Germans left behind after their retreat] and, as I write, a copy of my report 
is not at hand.” Thankfully, Little relied on journals he kept to ensure the accuracy of his section in which 
he re-creates th9is original after action report.  

From the above, there are several possible conclusions regarding the fate of Little’s after action report: 

(1) The report was simply lost 
(2) This office did not search in the correct places 
(3) The report was intentionally removed 

 
The first two do not require explanation. However, after considerable research, the recommenders 
believe that it is not outside the realm of possibility that the original after action report was tampered 
with, intentionally mishandled, or even destroyed by government officials. In view of the conspicuous 
absence of the report as outlined above, and the well-documented contempt towards Johnson by the 
War Department in the years following the World War I, the possibility must be considered. This 
contempt stemmed from Johnson’s outspoken views regarding the inferior treatment of African 
Americans who served in the American Expeditionary Forces. For example, in one document, Major 
W.H. Loving states that Johnson is “densely ignorant and suffering from a severe case of swelled head. 4 
This memo even suggests that Sgt. Johnson’s right to wear his uniform be “immediately revoked.”5 
Clearly, there was an internal dislike for Sgt. Johnson: a variety of factors could have been responsible 

1 See  Haywayd, “Letter from Colonel William Hayward to Mrs. Edna Johnson,” Section III, Part A, Number 3 
2 See Little, From Harlem to the Rhine: New York’s Colored Volunteers, Section III, Part A, Number 5 
3 See Shockley, “Memorandum…to the Assistant Chief of Staff,” Section III, Part A, Number 6  
4 Correspondence of the Military Intelligence Division Relating to “Negro Subversion, 1917-1941”. Major W.H. 
Loving. Accessed at http://www.footnote.com/image/#183178415.  
5 Ibid.  

http://www.footnote.com/image/#183178415


for this ranging from simple racism to a dislike for Johnson’s advocacy for African-American soldiers 
after the war. In view of these attitudes and what we know was intentional concealment of racism in the 
military at the time, it is conceivable that the War Department removed (or even destroyed) the Little 
Report in an attempt to ensure Johnson’s outspoken views would not somehow be legitimized by a 
glowing report his heroism.  

This application makes no official claim that wrongdoing occurred, and there is no concrete evidence to 
support such a theory. However, it should be noted that any evaluation of this case would be 
incomplete without first considering that such an even may have occurred. 

 



















































Memorandum from Lieutenant Colonel M.A.W. Shockley to the Assistant Chief of Staff 
17 May 1918. 

(Official Independent Report of the Battle Scene) 
 

Bibliographic Information:  
• Content Source: The National Archives and Records Administration  
• Record Group: 120, Records of the American Expeditionary Forces (WWI) 
• File 590 
• Date: 17 May 1918  

 
About the Author: On May 15, 1918, Lieutenant Colonel M.A.W. Shockley was visiting the 369th 
Infantry Regiment to observe training when he heard about the “Battle of Henry Johnson” 
earlier that morning and he elected to investigate.  He visited the battle location, examined the 
ground as well as the abandoned German articles, and questioned the witnesses in order to 
write this memorandum. 
 
Short Description: In this memorandum from Lt. Colonel Shockley to the Assistant Chief of Staff, 
Lt. Colonel Shockley credits Henry Johnson and Needham Roberts with the defeat of a German 
raid on May 15, 1918: “That the raid failed to secure prisoners was due to the activity and 
resistance of the two men on lookout [referring to Johnson and Roberts].” Shockley 
independently corroborates a number of details found in other accounts. 
   
Importance: Shockley’s report independently supports a number of important physical details 
contained in other reports on the battle.  
 Shockley highlights two circumstances of the “Battle of Henry Johnson” that make 
Johnson’s actions particularly worthy of recognition. First, Johnson was isolated as he and 
Roberts manned an outpost near an “unoccupied unpatrolled part of the front line.” Johnson 
and Roberts were separated from each other by “some forty feet,” and other primary sources 
make clear that Roberts was incapacitated for most of the battle (see Little report and Hayward 
letter, for example). In addition, Johnson received little to no assistance from the 
reinforcements when they came: When “Corporal London and two men resting in the shelter 
were aroused…they say they came in contact with the enemy…they seem to admit coming out 
late…” and “seem to know little of the affair.” Incredibly, Johnson fought the much-stronger 
enemy without much reinforcement. 
 Shockley also notes that Johnson was gravely outnumbered and underequipped. An 
estimated, “twenty men including a ‘sous officer’” raided the outpost with superior numbers 
and weaponry: “Several bombs were thrown, at least one undoubtedly German and two 
others…probably so.” Johnson only had some grenades, a rifle, and his bolo knife. Shockley 
writes: “A hand to hand flight occurred in which one sentry [Johnson] is said to have used his 
clubbed rifle which had jammed and then an ordnance bolo.” Lt. Colonel Shockley must have 
been referring to Johnson because, as every account of this battle reminds us, Johnson 
famously used his bolo knife to attack several Germans. Moreover, Shockley indicates the 
extreme difficulty of Johnson’s actions when he notes that the German soldiers had better 
training than Johnson, and Johnson had to defend a difficult position. He writes: “This was a 

http://www.nara.gov/


carefully prepared raid” and “the position occupied is a very difficult one which requires a 
particularly well organized system of security. It is not believed that the training in security of 
this regiment is well carried out...”  
 Despite his lack of support, weaponry, and training, Johnson was able to prevent by his 
bravery, even after sustaining numerous gunshot wounds, the taking of prisoners. Faced with 
near-impossible circumstances, incredibly, Johnson not only survived, he saved his fellow 
soldier, drove away a superior enemy force, and captured weapons and materiel providing 
useful intelligence on enemy tactics. 









Cablegram from General John Pershing to the Adjunct General 
 20 June 1918 

 
 

Bibliographic Information: 
• Content Source: The National Archives and Records Administration 
• Record Group: 120  
• Publication Number: M930 (Regular, confidential, and courier cablegrams exchanged 

between General Headquarters, AEF HQ, and the War Department.) 
• Series: Cablegrams from GHQ, AEF, to the War Department  (Jul 2, 1917 - Aug 30, 1919)  
• Publication Title: Cablegrams Exchanged Between General Headquarters, American 

Expeditionary Forces, and the War Department, 1917-19  
• Cable Number: 1335 
• Cable Place: General Headquarters American Expeditionary Force  
• Cable Date: 20 June 1918  

 

About the Author: General John Pershing commanded the American Expeditionary Forces in France 
in World War I, 1917-1919.  
 
Description: Incredibly, this is the second specific mention made of the Battle of Henry Johnson by 
General Pershing in his high level memorandums. In response to reports that African American soldiers 
were being mistreated, he recalls the admirable actions of Henry Johnson on May 15, 1918: “Exploit of 
2 colored infantrymen some weeks ago in repelling a much larger German patrol killing and wounding 
several Germans and winning Croix de Guerre by their gallantry has roused fine spirit of emulation 
throughout colored troops all of who are looking forward to more active service.” 
 
This document is significant because it refers to the Battle of Henry Johnson as an example of bravery.  
 

Note: 

 Also included are several other official documents referencing this communication. 

• Office Chief of Staff, Executive Division; War Department, comp. "Negro Soldiers Brave." 
Washington Post 17 July 1918. Print. 

• A report collected by the War Department quoting Pershing’s communication. June 20, 1918; 
CIRCA July 17, 1918. 

http://www.nara.gov/
http://www.footnote.com/documents/26417335/wwi_military_cablegrams_aef_and_war_dept
http://www.footnote.com/documents/26417335/wwi_military_cablegrams_aef_and_war_dept
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Reference to German Notebook Verifying After Action Reports 
 May 1918 

(Confirms numbers of German soldiers and casualties of raiding party) 
 

Source: Roosevelt Jr., Theodore. Rank and File. New York: Charles Scribner, 1928. Page 112. 
(See full chapter from Roosevelt’s book in Section 7.3) 
 
About the Author: Awarded the Medal of Honor, Theodore Roosevelt Jr. was a soldier in WWI 
and WWII. He is the son of President Theodore Roosevelt.   
 
Description: Although not technically a primary source, in Theodore Roosevelt’s Rank and File, 
he devotes a chapter to the Battle of Henry Johnson (see complete excerpt in Secondary Source 
Section). In his description of the battle, he references a German “note-book” as confirming all 
details of “both personnel and casualties” of the raiding party. He says that the information 
contained in the German notebook confirmed the details listed in the after action reports. The 
document was recovered after the leader of the German patrol was killed several days after the 
battle on May 15, 1918. Presumably, this document was recovered by the French (since 
Johnson served under French command), but extensive efforts to locate it have been 
unsuccessful. In addition to consulting with the U.S. National Archives and Records 
Administration, the French Military Archives, and German sources, we have been unable to 
locate it. To make matters more difficult in our search for this document, German World War I 
records were destroyed when the records center was destroyed during World War II. Based on 
this extensive search, we must assume that this document is in all likelihood lost to history.  
While the original document would be very valuable, Theodore Roosevelt, Jr. is an enormously 
reliable source whose words should not be dismissed. His credibility means that we must 
accept what he states as true even without the original document.  
 
 
 
 
NOTE: THE FOLLOWING IS A PARTIAL EXCERPT. THE FULL CHAPTER CAN BE FOUND IN THIS 
RECOMMENDATION, SECTION 7.3) 





 



 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 

OPERATION REPORTS FROM THE FRENCH NATIONAL ARCHIVES 
 

“JOURNAL DES MARCHES ET OPERATIONS DU 8E
 C.A. DU 30 NOVEMBRE 

1917 AU 31 MAI 1918.”  
 
This set of documents contains some of the operation reports that 
describe the movements of the French unit to which Henry 
Johnson was attached. Although not explicitly mentioned in these 
documents, the following two reports refer specifically to the 
Battle of Henry Johnson (see highlighted/translated sections 
within.)  
 
These documents are provided courtesy of the French National 
Archives. They can be accessed electronically at 
www.memoiredeshommes.sga.defense.gouv.fr. 
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TRANSCRIPTION: 

15 Mai 

…A 3 h. 30 une patrouille allemande attaque un groupe de combat du quartier 
Montplaisir (S/Secteur Afrique, Ouest de l’ouvrage R.) Elle est disperse par grenades et 
sirs det. m. laissant du material entre nos mains. 

ENGLISH TRANSLATION 

15 May [1918] 

… At 3:30 [military time], a German patrol attacked a combat 
group in the village of Mont Plaisir (The African Subsector, west of the fort [?]). They [The 
Germans] were dispersed by grenades and retreated, leaving a lot of materials in our 
[French] hands. 
 

CONTEXT/SIGNIFICANCE: 

This entry refers to the Battle of Henry Johnson, where Johnson and Roberts (the combat 
group). They managed to force the retreat of the Germans and capture a large store of 
weapons. 

 

RELEVANT EXCERPT 
with TRANSLATION AND SIGNIFICANCE 







 

 

 

 

ENGLISH TRANSLATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I. CHARACTERISTICS OF THE DAY(OVERALL)-  
Quiet day - At 3:30 (military time), an enemy patrol attacked a combat group 

[Johnson and Roberts] from the West Fort R – They were dispersed by our fire and 
leaving their equipment to enter our hands 

 
CONTEXT/SIGNIFICANCE: 

This excerpt refers to the accomplishments during the Battle of Henry Johnson. Since Roberts 
was wounded early in the battle, Johnson is credited with the successful outcome of the fight. 
The French made it known that Johnson was the true hero of the battle when they awarded him 
the Croix de Guerre with (the coveted and rarely awarded) Palme, while Roberts was awarded 
the lesser (although still highly distinguished) Croix de Guerre alone. They successfully defeated 
the German raiding party, forcing them to retreat, and managed to capture a large store of 
weapons from the enemy.  

RELEVANT EXCERPT 
with TRANSLATION AND SIGNIFICANCE 

IV Army 
  ------ 
8th Armed Corps 
  ------ 
Top Advisor 
  ------ 
3rd Office 
  ------ 
No 3173/3 

To Q.G., the 15th of May 1918 
 
 

Report of the events  
of the day 

For May 14th (8 AM) through May 15th (8 AM) 

---------------------- 









 
 

 
 
 

Map of French Battle from French Operation Journals, April 1918 
 

http://www.memoiredeshommes.sga.defense.gouv.fr 
 

 



The Glory of the Coming by Irvin S. Cobb 
(Firsthand account of battleground from the day of the Battle of Henry Johnson) 

 
Bibliographic Information: Irvin S. Cobb, The Glory of the Coming. New York: George H. Doran 
Company, 1918. 
 
Description: Irvin Cobb was one of three journalists who happened to be in the right place at the right 
time. Major Little had just finished his detailed after action report of The Battle of Henry Johnson, and 
upon showing it to the three reporters, traveled with them to the site of the battle ground. Cobb not 
only provides a firsthand statement of what he saw, but his visit to the battle scene just hours after the 
carnage marked a turning point in his social perspective. Cobb toured the battleground the day of the 
battle, bearing witness to the relics of carnage indicating the intensity of the battle just hours before. 
Known as a racist writer from the South, in this account, Cobb famously changes his tune: “…If ever 
proof were needed, which it is not, that the colour of a man’s skin has nothing to do with the colour of 
his soul these twain then and there offered it in abundance [referring to Johnson & Roberts]” (Cobb 
296).  
 

















































Report Aggregating Official Medical Evidence 
Written by Ryan McEvoy, Research Aide for Senator Schumer; 2011 

 
Description: Although a single, official medical report of Henry Johnson’s injuries cannot be 
found (and most likely never existed), there is much new official medical evidence located 
throughout this packet offering unwavering verification of the extent of Johnson’s (and 
Roberts’) very serious, life-threatening injuries.  
 
This comprehensive report aggregates the official medical evidence of the injuries sustained by 
Johnson and Roberts that resulted from the Battle of Henry Johnson. The sources referred to 
are located throughout this packet.  
 
Significance: The objective of this report is to show that when the available medical evidence is 
taken together, it becomes clear that there is absolute proof of the near-deadly injuries 
sustained by Johnson and Roberts.  
 
 



Medical Report of Henry Johnson and Neadom Robert’s1 
 

This list aggregates various references to Johnson’s and Roberts’ medical situations from the NEW 
primary sources contained in this packet.  Although a detailed medical report chronicling Johnson’s and 
Roberts’ injuries cannot be located, this analysis shows that the primary sources available offer a very 
consistent account of the serious injuries sustained by the two men during the Battle of Henry Johnson.  

 
All references can be found in their full context within the application 
 

1. Johnson was awarded the Purple Heart on 25 June 1996 for “wounds received in action.” 
2. Henry Johnson’s discharge paper says that he was wounded in action “severely.”  

a. Note that this document also states (ironically) that Johnson received 0% disability. This 
finding is unlikely to be true due to the other evidence indicating the severity of 
Johnson’s wounds, and that we know that it was common practice to underrate service 
connection percentages for wounded African American soldiers. 

3. Henry Johnson’s statement of service from the 15th New York National Guard states that 
Johnson was “wounded in action severely.”  

4. The cablegram from Gen. Pershing to his Chief of staff states: “Attention drawn to fact that the 
two colored sentries first attacked continued fighting after receiving wounds, and despite the 
use of grenades by superior force, and should be given credit for preventing by their bravery 
the taking prisoner of any of our men.”  

5. In Neadom Robert’s Brief Adventures of the First American Soldiers Decorated in the World War, 
Roberts indicates: 

a. That he was shot and that he “lay there seriously wounded until about 4 o’clock in the 
morning…” 

b. “Johnson had received shots through the calves of both his legs and both of his insteps 
were shot out. We then rushed to a hospital 45 minutes away…” 

6. In a letter from Colonel William Hayward to Mrs. Edna Johnson (18 May 1918), Hayward writes: 
a. In reference to Johnson, “…he is at the moment in a hospital, seriously, but not 

dangerously, wounded, the wounds having been received under such circumstances 
that everyone of us in the regiment would be pleased and proud to trade places with 
him.” 

b. Also in reference to Johnson, “In spite of three wounds with pistol bullets and 
grenades at the beginning of the fighting, this man ran to this assistance of his 
wounded comrade…” 

7. In General Order Number 26 of the 369th Infantry regiment writes: 
a. In reference to Henry Johnson, “In spite of three wounds with pistol bullets and 

grenades at the beginning of the fighting, this man ran to the assistance of his 
wounded comrade…” (Identical to the Hayward letter) 

1 Compiled by Ryan McEvoy, Research Aide, Office of Senator Charles E. Schumer 



b. In reference to Neadom Roberts, “…grievously wounded in his leg by a group of 
Germans, continued fighting by throwing grenades, although he was prone on the 
ground, up to the retreat of the enemy.” 

8. In Colonel Arthur Little’s From Harlem to the Rhine, he writes: 
a. “A volley of grenades was thrown into the little fortified area of Combat Group 

Number 29, and both Roberts and Johnson were wounded.” 
b. “Roberts, badly hurt and unable to rise, propped himself against the door of the 

dugout and threw grenades out into the darkness.” 
c. “Johnson was wounded in many places. He was almost exhausted.” 
d. At the relief-party, “…Henry Johnson fainted.”  
e. Little received the news that “…two wounded men (probably dying) had just passed 

our headquarters… to wait for an ambulance, which had been ordered.”  
9. In Lieutenant Colonel M.A.W. Shockley to the assistant Chief of Staff, he writes: “One of the 

sentries [Johnson] received two small wounds in the arm (probably pistol bullets), the other 
[Roberts], grenade fragments in the thigh and leg…”  

10. In Theodore Roosevelt’s Rank and File he references a German notebook verifying after-action 
reports the following is stated:  

a. Johnson and Roberts were “…terribly wounded, perhaps mortally, but both were 
conscious and able and willing to talk.”  (Referencing their inspection by Major Little.)  

b. As Johnson spoke, his “voice was getting weaker.”  
c. When Little inspected the two men several weeks later when the regiments was in 

billets, Johnson and Roberts “were on the road to recovery, but both would be crippled 
for life.”  

d. “In about three months Johnson was up and about again. He was permanently lame, 
however, and could only hobble around. He wanted to rejoin the regiment, but of 
course he was in no condition for active service.” 

11. In Irvin Cobb’s The Glory of Coming (firsthand account of the battleground viewed just hours 
following the Battle of Henry Johnson), he writes: 

a. Both Johnson and Roberts were “badly wounded.” 
b. “Roberts had gone down with a shattered leg he, lying on his back, flung hand 

grenades…” 
12. In a report of casualties from 1 May 1918 to 14 July 1918 from the Medical Department of the 

369th United States Infantry: 
a. Johnson and Roberts, like all those mentioned on the list, are “entitled to cheverons.” 
b. On May 15th, 1918, Roberts received “GSW Multiple.” [Gun Shot Wound] 
c. On May 15th, 1918, Johnson received “GSW Multiple.” [Gun Shot Wound] 

13. In a report of men killed and wounded in action of the 369th United States Infantry, Sectour 
Postal 54, France (24 June 1918), confirms that both Johnson and Roberts received bullet 
wounds. 

14. In a letter from YMCA worker H.E. Caldwell in Paris, he writes that Roberts and Johnson “…will 
be able to leave the hospital soon. They are in fine spirits and proud of their deeds in ‘no 
man’s land’.” 





Special Order No. 122; 
Intra-Regimental Transfers, 12 June 19181 

(Lists Henry Johnson) 
 
 

Bibliographic Information: 
Content Source: The National Archives and Records Administration 
Publication Title: Records of U.S. Regular Army Mobile Units 1821-1942 
Record Group: 391 
Short Description: Special Order No. 122  Re: Transfers within the 369th Inf. Reg. Lists Henry 
Johnson as a Corporal for the first time after his valor in combat, transfers Johnson and Pvt. 
Needham Roberts from Company C to Company I. 
Series: NARA E-2133. Records of the 1st-388th & 559th Infantry Regiments, 1916-1921; 369th 
 Infantry Headquarters Orders. G.O. Wound Chevrons S.O. 1918 -1- 129  Box No. 4268 HM 
1999 
Special Order Number: 122 
Order Date: 12-JUN-1918  
  
Description: Special Order No. 122 orders various transfers for personnel attached to the 
369th U.S. Infantry Regiment as of 12 JUN 1918.  Among many other individuals transferred 
are Henry Johnson and Needham Roberts.  This document proves their past attachment to 
Company C of the Regiment, verifies the service numbers of both men against those in 
citations for valor, and shows that records of their activities after this date are likely to be 
found in the records of Company I instead of their original company. 
 
 

1 Located by Eric Snyderman 

http://www.nara.gov/
http://www.footnote.com/documents/26417335/wwi_military_cablegrams_aef_and_war_dept




Report of Casualties from May 1st, 1918 to July 14th, 1918 
Medical Department, 369th U.S. Inf. 

(Mentions Henry Johnson) 
 

Bibliographic Information: 
 
Content Source: The National Archives and Records Administration  
Record Group: 391 
Series: NARA E-2133. Records of the 1st-388th & 559th Infantry Regiments, 1916-1921; 369th 
 Infantry Headquarters. Orders. G.O. Wound Chevrons S.O. 1918 -1- 129  Box No. 4268 HM 
1999 
Report Date: 28 October 1918 
Place: St. Amarin, France 
 
Description: This casualty report confirms several important pieces of information: First, it 
confirms the date of injury (i.e. the date of battle) as May 15, 1918. Secondly, it confirms that 
Pvt. Johnson received multiple gunshot wounds (“GSW multiple”). It is significant to note that 
those on this list are “entitled to [wound] chevrons”.  Descriptions of the injuries received by 
Henry Johnson and Needham Roberts are consistent with all accounts of the battle.  As this 
document was prepared by the regiment’s medical staff, it provides timely verification of 
Johnson’s involvement from a source independent of the unit’s line officers. 

http://www.nara.gov/




Men Killed and Wounded in Action 
369th U.S. Infantry, Statistical Section 

Sectour Postal 54, France 
June 24th, 1918 

(Mentions Henry Johnson) 
 

Bibliographic Information: 
 
Content Source: The National Archives and Records Administration 
Record Group: 120 (Records of the American Expeditionary Forces (WWI)) 
Series: GHQ, General Staff, G-3; Special Operations Reports, 1917-1919, 93rd Division, Box 
3344, NM-91, Entry 270 
Report Date: 24 June 1918 
 
Description: This report for the Statistical Section confirms that Henry Johnson was injured with 
bullet wounds.  
 

http://www.nara.gov/




Letter from YMCA Worker (H.E. Caldwell) in Paris 
24 June 1918 

(YMCA worker mentions Henry Johnson) 
 

Bibliographic Information: 

Source: YMCA Archives 

Date of Letter: 24 June 1918 

From: H.E. Caldwell, an African American YMCA worker who visited Johnson & Roberts in the 
hospital in France. 
 
Description: This letter is from someone who visited Johnson and Roberts in the hospital in France. It 
shows that they were in the hospital recovering from their wounds stemming from the Battle of Henry 
Johnson. Caldwell describes Johnson more than a month after the battle: “I have visited Roberts and 
Johnson in the hospital. They will be able to leave the hospital soon. They are in fine spirits and are 
proud of their deed in ‘no man’s land.” 
 

 

Document Courtesy of Dr. Jeffrey Sammons, New York University 

Transcription of document by Jane Pilanski, Office of Senator Schumer. 







 TRANSCRIPTION OF LETTER FROM YMCA WORKER 
June 24, 1918 

12 Rue D’Aguesseau,  
Paris France 

Dear Mr. Faulkner: 
 
 This is my 2nd letter to you since I heard from you.  I am glad that I can say that I am in 
fine health and spirit.  Life is very spicy here at this joint. Mr. Nichols and I are doing our best 
for the boys in every way.  W are the 15th N.Y. 369th Inf.  I guess you have read about them.  I 
have visited Roberts and Johnson in the hospital.  They will be able to leave the hospital soon.  
They are in fine spirits and are proud of their deeds in “no man’s land.” 
 Our boys are giving an honorable account of themselves at the front.  The world expects 
them to make good on the field of battle as they have ever done. I am indeed glad to know that 
the news papers of the states have commented upon the deeds of valor that are of more than 
passing interest to us as a race.  These deeds of course are not unusual of us.  We have even 
been stars wherever we have faced the gun.  Danger becomes negligible when our country 
calls.  If loyalty to ones country is the price of a square dial surely we have a check on the bank 
of justice.  With confidence in the future and faith in God, the young sails of Ham say they are 
here to do their best and bare the results to the great Spirit who rules the destinies of individual 
and nation. 
 The world wonders how the colored American can smile wide in all conditions.  His hope 
for better conditions is quite as relentless as his smile. 
 The war will end some day and the battle worn progeny of Ham will return to America 
expecting to see such conditions that foster loyalty.  Then we shall say thank Heaven for the 
loyalty and its tangibly expensive obligations. 
 Mr. Faulkner would be very thankfully obliged to you for a copy of “The Crisis” 
magazine.  We don’t get much to read here.  We are still hopeful.  Sometimes we go weeks 
without a paper. At such times we would not know the war was still goin’ on if we were not in 
it.  We should be only too thankful for any old books or magazines.  Thanking you in advance 
for this.  Forever I am, Yours very truly 
 
H.E. Caldwell 



Letters from Captain L.E. Shaw to his mother  
20 May 1918 & 5 July 1918.  

(Mentions Battle of Henry Johnson) 
 

* Note: each letter is followed by a transcription. After the letters are service records regarding 
Captain L.E. Shaw 

 

Bibliographic Information: 
 
Source: The New York Historical Society, Manuscript Department 
 Lewis E. Shaw Letters, Folders 1 & 2 
 
Documents Courtesy of Dr. Jeffrey Sammons, New York University 

About: Captain L.E. “hick” Shaw was a white officer who took over as one of the company 
commanding officers of the 369th. In his letters, Shaw describes the enormous morale boost the unit 
received from Private Johnson’s conduct under fire.  Shaw references the heroism shown during the 
Battle of Henry Johnson in two letters written to his mother. Just days after the battle, in his May 20, 
1918 letter, Shaw states: “You will read big headlines in the American papers about our wonderful 
fight one of our patrols put up but that has been all that has happened and the Boche haven’t 
gotten any of our boys although we have or rather the regiment has been in a long time.” Shaw 
elaborates further in his July 5, 1918 letter: “…we haven’t lost a man to the Boche but we have 
fought well on occasion as the newspapers have no doubt informed you all how and from all 
accounts we are the most famous and unusual regiment in the US Army.  Our men have improved a 
thousand percent and have a [unintelligible] entirely equal to their reputation abroad.  Two of them 
drove off about twenty Boche man advance post the other day and received the highest French 
decorations.  It made every man in the regiment tingle for the same chance.” This description 
matches exactly with the timing and detail of Henry Johnson’s ambush and his subsequent award of 
the Croix de Guerre with Gold Palm.  Johnson’s valor had a clear positive impact on the unit’s esprit 
de corps.  Captain Shaw’s letters show that the legend of Johnson’s conduct helped to propel the 
unit to further distinguish itself as the war continued. 

 





 TRANSCRIPTION 
 

May 20. 1918 
To Mrs. C. H. Shaw 
c/o Mr. Very 
61 Fruit St 
Worcester Mass 
 
Dear Mumsie: 
 

 I am afraid I careless like that I have sent several letters to the office but you no doubt 

received my cable and the letters will be forwarded soon.  I have received all your letters and 

fairly promptly.  Your last the 23rd date April 20th reached me about the 17th of May which was 

good time.  My company the 369th Inf. Reg.?? which was Co I? formerly commanded by the 

colored captain is really very good but of course there is a great deal of construction, 

reorganization and trimming necessary. I am very happy to be a commanding officer , and it is 

very pleasant with Jim Europe. ?????? I found it a man’s job to take over the company the first 

time while it was in the line but we are ? in and things are going smoothly.  Our sector is a ??? 

sector and there has been no activity here for several years. From all indications we will be in 

such a sector training and afterward as of course we release other regiment for the show.  You 

will read big headlines in the American papers about our wonderful fight one of our patrols put 

up but that has been all that has happened and the Boche haven’t gotten any of our boys although 

we have or rather the regiment has been in a long time. You will be pleased to know that the M-9 

commander is a long distance from the front line and rarely goes with it.  My dugout is most 

comfortable and the weather has been ideal. This part of the country is a mass of bloom and you 

can hardly realize you are at war.  We will take our rest ? before long.  The enclosed likes of the 

Valley grow in abundance around my house. I always have a large bouquet on my table. 

h.  















 TRANSCRIPTION 
 
PAGE 1 

July 5, 1918 
Mrs. Shaw 
61 Fruit St. 
Worcester Mass 
 
Dear Mumsie: -  
 I skipped one letter and cabled you from Paris which should have more than made up 
for it.  I judge however at this hectic time that mail is very long both ways for I get very little 
from you.  I found love however when I returned from Paris.  One from the Farm May 26 – one  
 
PAGE 2 
was a much needed change and most enjoyable.  Cub, Wick, Charlie, Piggy, Capt Chandler and 
several others did the town thoroughly.  It was the most interesting city in the world now as 
there are soldiers, officers, and beautiful women of every nation allied in the world.  We stayed 
at the ?? and it cost us all about two months pay but was worth   
 
PAGE 3 
from Grafton on June 2 and your 29th letter from Worcester June 9, which is very good timing 
as they reached me about Jul 2.  Don’t expect any intelligent letter from me I have much on my 
mind with my company now.  We are moving every minute and sleeping once in a while only.  
As I have told you the regiment has been at the front for these months in a quiet sector and has 
seen some fighting but nothing to speak of.  I tried to explain to you that we were in the 
trenches 20 days and out 10 days for rest.  Now we are out of the trenches and in reserve in the 
rear but on the move constantly so that I have a tooth brush I am carrying heavy baggage.  My 
seven days at Paris  
 
PAGE 4 
of a well regulated home, not to forward Ellis and two assistant butlers.  Today at luncheon we 
entertained a French captain the divisional M.Q. officer who is the big cheese in our specialty, 
and also the commander of one of the other M.Q. companies (French) in our vicinity.  We had 
about five courses well cooked and served with two kinds of wine.  Don’t think all war is so 
hard, neither think from the above that we are leading the life of pity.  We have to make the 
most of opportunity out of sector.  As I figure it we will continue to hold our quiet sector for an 
indefinite time.  As I have told you it is an easy job and we haven’t lost a man to the Boche but 
we have fought well on occasion as the newspapers have no doubt informed you all how and 
from all accounts we are the most famous and unusual regiment in the US Army.  Our men have 
improved a thousand percent and have a ???? ? ?[unintelligible]  entirely equal to their 
reputation abroad.  Two of them drove off about twenty Boche man advance post the other 
day 
 
 
 



PAGE 5 
 and received the highest French decorations.  It made every man in the regiment tingle for the 
same chance.  I can’t tell you exactly when I go in and out but it works so that I am out ten days 
and in first ten and next time twenty.  The French hold the upper hand here and we don’t get 
any excitement at all especially back with the battalion headquarters where I am.  My work is 
administration and tactical.  My orders are carried to my different sections by a bevy of about 
nine liaison agents or messengers and I am suppose to handle everything from my 
headquarters. 
 I have a letter from Jim Buxtes he hashed an attack of pneumonia but is covering along 
slowly.  Hard luck eh?  It is.  Little sister nearly died and both his father and mother nearly 
passed out this winter.  I guess you are glad I am where I am rather than in his place aren’t you.   
I had the most touching letter from hick.  He is a man in a million.  He said “don’t worry hed.  I 
will always look out for your  
 
PAGE 6 
mother if anything happens to you. – I mean outside of any consideration of our contract.”  
Pretty fine eh.  Net profits of the department were Jan $1200.00  
Feb $1500.  
Mar $3000. 
          6000, 
Which nets me nearly $3000 on my account.  April should also show about $3000 more net 
profit.  Whichever hicks says about my account is O.K. if he looks it up in the ledger and doesn’t 
guess it.  I only forward $400 on notes but he means that when I left country my ? I may have 
been overdrawn but charging off my profits for November and December against it would have 
not leave more than a few dollar defeat if any even under your weekly check.  Tell them to 
balance off my account and credit my profits and send me a statement through you, it will be 
O.K.  Never fear. 
 Glad to hear Peggy is in love hope she ? up if he is a nice fellow it is time she settled 
down.  ? ? interested in Helen’s affair.  Wish I  
 
PAGE 7 
had popped the question in June but hell I didn’t love her then and probably never would have 
if I hadn’t discovered I couldn’t have her.  Hope she don’t marry him he isn’t good enough for 
her - not that I or any other man is.  She certainly has been a peach to us both and I don’t think 
it would grateful for me to marry her after all her kindness to us – to you old mumsie.  I hope E 
is very fond of me – you might [unintelligible] ? her – she is the salt of the earth and would 
make me happy I imagine.  Ham Fish looked at Helen’s picture the other night and said “hed 
you certainly are a dammed fool,” you remember Helen, you and I took him up to the 166th St 
Armory one night and he also met her at Peekskill.  He thinks she is wonderful and said also 
“why hed I know her father and she is very wealthy.”  I told him that didn’t interest me one way 
or another. Well I must turn in.  Lots of love to my old sweetheart.  Don’t worry I will tell you 
now if after a while there any change of our seeing any real action.  Give my love to all. 
Affectionally your son, 
L.E. Shaw  
Secteur Postal 54 













Two Letters of Congratulations to the 15th Regiment on the heroism of Johnson and Roberts 
20 May 1918 & 28 May 1918 

 
1. Letter from A. B. Cosey, President of the Equity Congress of Greater New York, to 

Officers and Men of the 15th Regiment of New York, 20 May 1918. (Congratulates 
Johnson/Roberts on their bravery) 

2. Letter from Guilford M. Crawford, Director of the New York News Charity Bureau, to 
Colonel William Hayward, 28 May 1918. (Congratulates Johnson/Roberts on their 
bravery) 

Description:  

Both of these letters are addressed to Colonel William Hayward, congratulating Johnson and 
Roberts on their great battle. These congratulatory letters indicate the fame the battle had 
gained in the United States. Mr. Cosey states in his letter: “The whole American people, and 
their allies, applaud your valor; and their future generations will sing your praises.” Clearly, 
the Battle of Henry Johnson had become famous back in the United States.  

 

 

 
 

 





 



 



369th Infantry Unit History by Colonel William Hayward 
Includes Summary of Battles, Affairs, Combats, Skirmishes 

7 January 1919  
 

Bibliographic Information 
Content Source:The National Archives and Records Administration 
Title: Records of the American Expeditionary Forces (World War I) 
Record Group: 120 
Short Description: Report on the movement and service of the 369th Infantry Regiment starting 
March 12, 1918.  
Date: 7 January 1919 
 
About the Author: Colonel William “Bill” Hayward commanded the 369th Infantry Regiment, a 
segregated African American unit who served alongside the French during World War I.  
 
Description: This unit history provides important information about the success of Sergeant Henry 
Johnson’s unit. The report verifies historical details about the unit's placement under French 
command, as well as dates of combat operations.  It also shows the heavy casualty rate of this unit, but 
Colonel Hayward famously concludes: “It is my desire to record the fact that the regiment was under 
fire 191 days all told, and during all this time never lost a prisoner, a trench or a foot of ground.”  As 
one of the first members of the unit to come into direct contact with enemy forces, Private Johnson’s 
actions to save Needham Roberts from capture played a clear role in establishing the unit’s 
untarnished record. 
 
 
 

http://www.nara.gov/
http://www.footnote.com/documents/26417335/wwi_military_cablegrams_aef_and_war_dept








































Brief Histories of Divisions, U.S. Army , 1917-1918 
93rd Division 
June 1921 

Prepared in the Historical Branch, War Plans Division, General Staff 

 
Bibliographic Information 
Content Source:The National Archives and Records Administration 
Title: Records of the American Expeditionary Forces (World War I) 
Record Group: 120 
Short Description: Battle summary report for the 369th throughout the war.  
Date: June 1921 
 
Description: Contains short history of the 93rd Division (African American, “Colored”) and each 
regiment (including the 369th). 

 

Note: This selection includes the final report and the original draft of the report. 

http://www.nara.gov/
http://www.footnote.com/documents/26417335/wwi_military_cablegrams_aef_and_war_dept




















Condensed Report of Movements of the 369th Infantry Regiment 
14 March 1919 

 

Bibliographic Information:  
• Content Source: The National Archives and Records Administration 
• Record Group: 120 , Records of the American Expeditionary Forces (WWI) 
• Series: G-3, Special Operations Reports, 1917-1919, 93rd Division 
• Box 3344 

 
Description: Timeline of movements for the 369th Infantry Regiment starting December 27, 1917 through the 
end of the war. 

http://www.nara.gov/










Divisions to Which Regiments of 93rd Division were attached 

 

Bibliographic Information: 
• Content Source: The National Archives and Records Administration 
• Record Group: 120  
• Series: Special Operations Reports, 1917-1919, 93rd Division 

 
Description: Timeline indicating Divisions to which the regiments were attached. This includes the French 
Divisions to which the 369th Infantry Regiment was attached.  This document verifies the unit’s location and 
organizational position at the time of Private Johnson’s valor in combat. 

 

 

http://www.nara.gov/




Letter from Colonel William Hayward to Emmett J. Scott 
18 April 1918 

 

Bibliographic Information:  

• Content Source: Emmett J. Scott Collection at Morgan State University 
• Series 2: Manuscript of the Negro in World War I 
• Box 118 

 
About the Author: Colonel William “Bill” Hayward commanded the 369th Infantry Regiment, a 
segregated African American unit who served alongside the French during World War I.  
 
About Recipient: Dr. Emmett J. Scott was the Assistant to the Secretary of War during World War I. 
He was tasked with issues related to African Americans in the military. 
 
Description: Written from the French Front, Colonel Hayward sings the praises of his African 
Americans unit in this letter to Dr. Emmett Scott. He talks about how “…the French soldiers have not 
the slightest prejudice…” 
 











Cable history of the subject colored soldiers compiled by Cable Section G.S. 
Includes communications between General John Pershing and other officials 

Range from 1917-1919 
 
Bibliography 
 
Source: National Archives and records services 
Record Group: 165 (Records of the war department general and special staffs) 
Series: World War I, organization records 
Date: Jan 1918- Feb. - 1919 
 
Description:   Includes a number of cablegrams related to race issues during the war. 
Specifically included is telegram #1335 from General Pershing in regard to the Battle of Henry 
Johnson. 
 
Note: Courtesy of Jeffrey Sammons, New York University. 
 

































LETTER FROM COLONEL WILLIAM HAYWARD TO THE ADJUNCT GENERAL OF THE ARMY
1 

23 JUNE 1920 

 

Bibliographic Information:  

• Content Source: The National Archives  
• Record Group: 120 (Records of the American Expeditionary Forces (World War I)) 
• Series: World War I, Organization Records, 93rd Division, Historical (Box 1) 
• Date: 23 June 1920 

 
About the Author: Colonel William “Bill” Hayward commanded the 369th Infantry Regiment, a 
segregated African American unit who served alongside the French during World War I.  
 
Description: In this letter to the Adjutant General of the Army, Colonel Hayward explains the role of 
the 93rd U.S. Infantry Division as an administrative structure with no operational role in the direction 
of combat operations.  Col. Hayward objected to the Army Historical Division’s attempts to build a 
unit history for the 93rd Division as the unique status of its four constituent regiments under French 
command meant that this infantry division operated mostly on paper.  French infantry divisions 
were responsible for day to day command, control and logistics for the 369th Infantry and related 
African-American regiments. 
 
 
 
*Also included are two letters providing context for Col. Hayward’s letter. These two documents 
appear prior to Col. Hayward’s letter.  

 

1 Found by Eric Snyderman, Research Aide in the Office of Senator Charles Schumer 

http://www.nara.gov/












































Letter from Then-Captain Arthur W. Little to the American Battle Monuments Commission 
Regarding The Chain of Command of the 369th U.S. Infantry Regiment During 1918 

(Also includes response from ABMC) 
 
Bibliographic Information 
Content Source: The National Archives and Records Administration. 
Publication Title: Records of the American Battle Monuments Commission 
Short Description: Letter from ex-Captain Arthur W. Little, formerly of the 369th Inf. 
Regiment, describing his unit’s place in the order of battle, shifts in command structure and 
location at armistice to the American Battle Monuments Commission.  Little mentions that 
several promotions within the unit were made by direct order of GEN. Pershing, CMDR, and 
American Expeditionary Force (AEF).   
Date: 20 SEP 1927 
  
Description:  
This four page letter from ex-Captain little describes the shifting place of the 369th U.S. Infantry 
Regiment within the A.E.F. order of battle.  Little mentions the exact date and location at which 
the Regiment entered the operational command of French General Le Gallais.  He said that 
during this period of time, “every element of the life and activity of the 369th Infantry, except 
the drawing of uniforms and the drawing of pay, was rated as a regiment attached to the Army 
of France.  There were two other minor exceptions.  Two or three General courts martial were 
ordered by command of General Pershing, and such few promotions as were awarded came by 
command of General Pershing.”  It is possible that Henry Johnson’s promotion to the rank of 
Sergeant was one of these promotions, but at the very least, this document provides important 
context for the period and suggests (due to the shifts in this regiment) the complexities in 
finding records regarding this unit.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Found by Eric Snyderman in April 2011 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.nara.gov/
http://www.footnote.com/documents/26417335/wwi_military_cablegrams_aef_and_war_dept












Letter from CAPT Hamilton Fish, Jr. to GEN Mark W. Hershey, Requesting A Transfer from 
the 369th U.S. Infantry Regiment to the 78th U.S. Division 

2 Jul 1918 

 
Bibliographic Information 
Content Source: The National Archives and Record Administration 
Title: Records of the U.S. Regular Army Mobile United 1821-1942  
Record Group: 391 
Series: NARA E-2133. Records of the 1st-388th & 559th Infantry Regiments, 1916-1921; Box 
4267, Miscellaneous Records of Companies C, G, H, K, L & M.  HM 1999 
Short Description: Battle summary report for the 369th throughout the war.  
Date: 2 Jul 1918 
 
Description: Captain Hamilton Fish, Jr. was an officer of Company K, 369th U.S. Infantry 
Regiment when the Battle of Henry Johnson took place.  While CAPT Fish was not in Johnson’s 
direct chain of command, this letter references Johnson’s receipt of the Croix de Guerre avec 
Palme and shows how well-known Johnson was at home and within the military. Capt. Fish’s 
description reads as follows: “Two men in my company were decorated by the French a few 
days ago which was very gratifying.  The men have conducted themselves [unintelligible] 
become [text degraded].” 

 

  

 Found by Eric Snyderman, Research Aide for Senator Schumer, April 2011 

  

  





LETTERS FROM CAPT HAMILTON FISH, JR. TO HIS FATHER, 8 APR 1918 & 18 JUL 1918 
DESCRIBES LIFE ON THE FRONT IN THE 369TH

  

 
Bibliographic Information 
 
Content Source: New York State Archives  
http://www.archives.nysed.gov/projects/wwi/documents/hh_docs/WebsiteWorksheet2.pdf 
Title:  Worksheet #2: H. Fish April 8, 1918. 
Short Description: The Captain writes a letter to his father about his experiences. 
Date: 8 Apr 1918 
 
Content Source: Harlem Project Documents Fish  
http://www.albany.edu/history/HIS530/HarlemProject/Images/Fish/H.F._Jul18,1918ALL.jpg 
Title: Hamilton Fish Jr. to Father, July 18, 1918 
Short Description: CAPT Fish provides his father with extensive details about life on the front 
lines. 
Date: 18 Jul 1918 
 
Description:  
 
Captain Hamilton Fish, J.R. was a commanding officer of Company K, 369th U.S. Infantry 
Regiment.  He regularly corresponded with his father, detailing his experiences at war. He 
discusses a range of topics regarding life on the front, providing a clear perspective of life in this 
unit, “…the only American regiment with the French Army…[with] the incomparable advantage 
of the instruction and experience of the French.” (Fish, 4/8/2011).  
 
For example, Captain Fish  describes the integral role grenades had as a weapon of war: “…the 
hand grenade is one of the most important features of the present war and has taken the place 
of the rifle to a large extent in trench warfare.” The French taught members of the 369th how to 
properly throw a grenade, a skill that was essential to the success in the Battle of Henry 
Johnson and helps explain Johnson’s incredible acumen in this skill. According to Captain Fish, 
“Our boys already excel the French at grenade throwing on account of their baseball 
training…Several of our men can throw dummy grenades seventy-five metres [sic], which is ten 
metres further than any of the best French grenadiers.”  
 













SAMPLE AEF REPORT OF GERMAN RAID, NOV. 2-3, 1917 
Example of how the enemy prepared the attack on Johnson’s group 

 
Bibliographic Information: 
• Content Source: Document found in the U.S. Army Heritage Collection Online, 

http://www.ahco.army.mil/site/index.jsp 
• Title: German Raid of Night of November 2-3, 1917 
• Short Description: Example of how the enemy prepared the attack on Johnson’s group 
• Date: 14 November 1917 
• Note: Report by AEF GHQ, approved by General Pershing November 14, 1917. 

 
Description & Significance: This document was written from captured intelligence reports in 
1919 and describes the planning of a German raid that took place the night of November 2-3, 
1917. It is an example of how the German raiding party who attacked Henry Johnson’s post 
might have prepared the raid. While the example described in the following document is larger 
in scale than the German party who attacked Johnson’s group, this document still shows 
characteristic elements of German raids from this period. Characteristics elements include the 
Germans’ preference for attacking at night, and from behind. From documents such as the 
Shockley report, Hayward letter and Pershing communiqué, there is no doubt that the attack on 
Johnson’s post was a “carefully prepared raid” (Shockley); hence, it is very likely that the 
elements of the raid described resemble closely the structure of the attack on Johnson’s party.   
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GER1IAN RAID 

Nj.;ght Nl()vernber 2-3, 1917 

Re};lor,t b,Y' 13.r.:i;g. General Jmne sF. McAndre\V'. 
Army Schools', 

,r;ieut. Colonol Stllart IJeintzleman, 
Operations Sec tion, 

'Lieut. Colonel~. B. Fi?ke 
. Treining. qectipn, 

in comi)lianC'e' Hitl~ parrigral)h 16, S,-O; 148, 
~'~.' A.E.F •• November 5,l91 rl 

--- a --

1. The fac·..;ts ,are, about as follows: 

2. TEi""E ENEMY 
~----.--_._-
~ PREPARATIONS. The Germans began )reparations for 

the raid several weeks, perh~l's three months, before it 
took place.' Its- lmrpos.:e seems to have been to determine 
defini iely when .unct viThere American troops haD. gone i:nto 
the line. The -!)a:rtici:..:>ants wel'e carefully selected 
attack trool)S, fOU1'-fifths volunteers. Their numbers. 
wel;'e bet"\l\Teen 210 anc.~ 250 men, with five officers. The 
Germans prej?ared modol trenches like those to be raided. 
and. carefully a.nd repeatedly rehearsed the operation. 
J;y:"was postponed. from time to time until German observe'rs 
pad :·twice reported the 81)pearance of Americans on heilShts 
b$;cl:: of the li1l"ench lines. (These are said to have been 
mOllnted part,;ies of Arlillery men) • German :patrols made 
themselves entil"ely familiar wi tIl the ground to be trav
~rsed- Th~night of·the raid, the hostile patrols worked 

·clos.e to the American v-vire on both sides of the Artois 
.salient without disturbance from tho garrison beyond a 
~i ttle" ineffective fire from our advanced posts. These 
pat'rols placed s~ctions of l)i;}c, fiIlecL Y{ith explosive, 
\l.Il.der .~h<e north, east amI south wire, a.pparently to' be 
fired later~during the bombp.rdment. One of these failing 
to", :~x:)lode, they cut thl10ugh the wire by hand. Tape was 

.:J-a,id·:,tqguide the main body. Tele:;.)hone connection 'Vi'S.S 

~~TIJ.t~inea:wi th the German line. When all yvas ready, 
't4,e.~.Art.ilJ-ery "pas telephoned. to commence firing.
• ,..•. .. t. v. __ ~ 1-- . '" 

,:'::;',~,ARRA(m~' .A bal~rage wa:;: ].Jut dovin not only on the 
·A:i.1,.to~l;l, sal;i.e'nt, which 1vas to be :roided, but also on the 
a~jac.e,f.!.~. cl3nters of re:;31.stance, Aero and Yael'. 11 German 
.dFls:erte,r re:po:r:ts 1'6 ';).:1 tte:ries engagec1., On the Artois 

'" , '. 
:.~~f?-ent, tl1e. bO'mbardment 'Ivas as .follow~: 11. very acq.urate 
'B:·~d .dG?truQtiye fire ot 100 1 sand 155 1 s using high e:::-,Jlo
.:~~~y.e~s, .. ,9;n:';the. north tl'en9h. (Boyau N9rd - sk§tch herewith) , 
~·~.pnr~~.·to;b.Qyon·d· .t11e _cQIIl},)a,n'y °3>OSt: ·.of· command .(]? C. Co. ) ;
'BO\y'f!,)f:~.:9P~::'i:S .. :t:p.e ·:treri~h ..,o.~O":i~;3.)."'J:.1;,J~ "nsed by th~', garl"'ison 
.+or"c'o)~!!~.l'J':j.:s:~~ti.b~1~and7 CI)~;8;cti~n. • A lighter ~qut:, s'!:tJll' 
~effee.t~':ve·'....:f!'lTe~..of, ,th,e ,f5a.lne ~Ch6.J."QQ~0~ c:t Bayou 13udo ,;" 4 
'V9?-~y;,~he!3:vy.·fil"e ~pt. "'77'~' s9n, Est.. ~ien'ch " usin'~ both. sll11apnel 



and lli!;h~~:1:p'losive, .c[1.TCul2.teu, to COItlPEH. .'the garrison td tal:e 
to. ~p.~ii;, e1ugbuts by a: l-ia in 01:" Irc.gments' but VIi thout doing ,much 
mateltial damo.ze to th-e tr-ench (Est.) to,lbe ·cleaned :up .... , Tn:e . 
tt~)lches Hest of and ,).)a1'al1.el to Est vv~l'e also p'Iace.d Ulicler 
1ieRIJ fire. After, l)erha:ls t\-'Tent~T minutes of this :fire, the 
~15a~~tl.ge~_liftecl :l:J:om Est t~ between ·Ruffin and" Pin trenches, 
continuing on BO~Taus No~.'d and.'Jud west 'of Raffin.. . - . ... 

, The main bod;T of' the ra.idiilg ?8:rty had mec.ntime marched, 
probably by the route' indicc.ted on the sketch, in close douple 
column of iilelil up to the wire at A. Entering by the breach 
theteat, flankiilg grbups o:f five to ten men each tlere! sent 
east and v:Test, )resumabl~r to bloc]: the comIll11nicatin:; trenches 
against reinlorcements. TIle main body moveci. ra11idly along 
t}.J.e tOl) of the ground on t~1e eant sid.e of Est trench, drove 

iotf }?al~t of its Garrison, l:::illed two men and captured the re
maindel'. The bulk of the' Germans then }?romytly retreated 
,by the" gap at A. The7 ".{eJ:'e :;?ro'bablynot in our trenches 
more' than 10 minutes. Some Seem to have gone out 'by the 
ga::!s in the wire to the south and east and some may have 
entered that way. The l)a:tty reassembled n.t Rechicourt • 
.The Gerli1ans probably suffered little or no. loss, beyond one 
wounded deserter - \lou..."1.ded by their O\ID artillery fire. 

3. JL:.:.,IPRIClI.N Tr~Q5Fs. 

CHI\.RilOTER o:} DEFENSE. This portion of the French first 
line consists of a.etcched centers of resistance, each generally 
e;arrisoned by one company reinforced. by machine gun sections. 
Ga)s between these centers of resistance are l)rotectedby 
continuous wire and J?atrols~ 

IHSl?OSlT lOlL] Ol~ B,d,TT1J.1lON. The 2nd Battal ion, 16th 
Infantr;J, entered. the first line system of trenches about 5:30 
l' .~.l. f November 2. .A French company remained at Yser, Com
::?an,v F took the .A:i.:tois center; Compan~r E, tl'e Aero cej,ltej,'; the 
t.hird cOrl:::.)anJ in reserve at Baj:thelemont. 

J)I.JI'03I~'IOlU CO:I'.lI.NY F. The Artois salient is j?l"e?ared 
chiefly for defense t01!e.rc1s the 110:i:'t~1 and east; it w<:.....s C011
teiJ1J?lated thi:-:..t tll.0 I?roncli c01111"an'" at Ysel" \'loulel l)l'otect the 
south flank of the salient. COilquny F j?laced three :;;>latoona 
in the first lino, and one in su~)ort at the rBvino of Cretes. 
~Iile First l11atoon \78.S to l:"efond the Est trench; the Second. and 
Thil"d. PIato ons BO~Tau No~:cl. The 1!'i:j:st Platoon heel :Josts, each 
of five men, in a forme~ first line trench close to the TIire 
and e.s indicated O:i:l the s~:etch (PlP2P3). To the Hest, the, 
platoon I s sector included BOYBUS H01·C. and Sud nearl,Y to ,Raff:i,n 
trenoh. Est tl·ench ::ll)l)eal'S to have 'been gal'risonecl by s'orne
tuenty men divi deli. into tlwee ne&l'ly equal groups separated 
from each other by considerable distances. The remainder of' 
the I'latoon vfere:Ln small },)osts to covel' the north face of the 
area allotted to the First Platoon. Company F COml)leted the 
relief of the French compan.y in the Artois salient· shortly , 
before 10: 00 P ol·:I., Hoyembe:t.' 2. In taking ovej the trench, 
it made its disj?ositions identical v!i th those of the company 
relieved. 

RF.COH1~AISSANCE. The COml)an~T officers reconnoitred the 
:)ositions to be occupied on Noveniber I or 2. Each ::>latoon 
com;nander Seema to have been accoL1panied in his reconnaissance 
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by one of his sergeants. The reconnaissanoe does not 

appear to have been a very thorough one. 


C01JRWTD. Major Burnett, commanding the American battalion, 
Y!a.s" not to take over the oommand of the sector occu)?ied by his 
.troops until 6 A.:M. of the 5th instant. Meantime,he remained 
cas an observer with the Frenoh major oonunanding the sector. 
The Frenoh l.eft a lieutenant as adviser with I.ieutena.nt Com·· 
fort vrho commanded Company F. 

LIAISON. Company B, 16th Infantry, left this seotor a 

few days before. Lieutenant Patterson, who had been with 

Company B, reu1ained. to give Company F the benefit of his know

ledge of the 1000.1 tel"rain. Communioation was by telephone,

runnel's, rockets, and pigeons. All oommunications, exoept 

runners, were in oharge of Frenoh detaohments. The telephone

lines were hung on the walls of the trenchos. The Frenoh 

also left detaohments for the se:r-vice'of machine. guns in :!)o

sition northwest of Co. P.C. to flank the seotion of Boyau

Nord east of P.C. The Est trenoh was to be flanked by Frenoh 

machine guns at Yser. . 


WEATHER. Tho night of November 2-3 was dark, notwith

standing the moon, because of the heavy fog and rain. 


DTCIDDNT3 OF NIGHT. Near midnight. the extreme e~.stern 
post, No.1, heard some one in the wire and fired in that 
direction. No. 4 and other posts to the west thereof also 
detected noises in the wire and fired. The seooDd :platoon
(Lieut, Erioksen) sent u~ lighting rockets but these revealed 
nothing. The German bombardment camedovm aboll't· 2: 50 A.M. 
The listening :?osts generally maintam~d their positions;
the remamder of the men, under the orders of their ~latoon 
>lea(~ers , took refuge in dugouts, and sentries therefor Vlere 
posted. . As soon as the bombardment started, Lieutenant 
McLoughlin, in command of the First Platoon, visited his 
~osts along Boyau Nord Ilnd the Posts at 1'1, p2, and p3. Re
turning through Boyau Nord, he attempted to turn into Est 
trench but was blovvn ?ast its entrance by the erRlosion of 
a shell 'behind him. By this time the bombardment was at its 
height; Boyau Nord was ral')ic1.ly being knocked to ?ieces under 
the accul'a.te and destruotive fire of the German 105 t sand 
150' s and movement therein had become almost il1I')ossible. At 
<the saYi1e time, the German 'h! s were kee1)ing Est trench under 
a'hec:v3T rain of shrapnel a'nd shell fragments. About three 
o '.clocl:.: the barrage lifted from Est trench, apparently to 
·the w-estw-arci.. of Raffin trenoh, but continued to play on Nord 
'and. Sud Boyaus weet of Raffin trenoh and as far baok as the 
battalion :Post of Command. J.deutenant }..fcLoughlin was in a 
dugout of :Boyau Nord between Est and Raffin trenohes with some 
six or seven men, one of whom wa.s :Josted as a sentry at the 
door. As the bal'rage lifted, two or three men appeared olose 
at hand moving Vlest in Bo;rau Nora... The sentr~r, takinG' them 
for Americans, was pistoled at close q,uarters and killed. 
Lieutenant McLoughlin, followed by his men, rushed U:;"i the 
stairs but wc-s ~tl'Uck on the helmet by a fragment of sholl 
or grenade and knocked unconscious back down the stO)s. In 
the narrow trench, the Gerr,lans passed. a second :?8.rty of 'p.,lTIel'
ieans V1ho failed to reoognize them as enemies until the Germans 
fi!'ed at the;';1 fl"Om behind. These Germans, assisted by others 
on the ground above, for a f0Yl minutes fought this American 
det;::.chment and those fI'om the dugouts near Ra.ffin trench witIl 
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Jistol and hand grenad.e, fiilally CLis2;PJ?ea.ri:i.'l[, to the south. 
After a fer! mLlutes :C,ieutena.nt licLoughlin :-cecover;'ed conscious
ness. caille out of his dugout and.. movin:;:: east on Boyau Nord, 
f'Oun<l, that t:1e :post at 1'3 h2.C~ taicen s~leite:-c from the bombard
inent: ancl th2...t P? nnd 1'1 had been enc!:ar;ed. with and had driven 
off a J?arty of Germans moving above ground around.these ~osts. 
In Est tl~encll and. on the e-round. bet\cveen it a.nd Raffi:il trench. 
Lieuteriant HcLoug111in fou:rJ'.d. t,~!O dead Americans. _Tli.e trenoh' 
'otherwise v-ras em:;:>ty. The Ger!'!18.Yl.s had G_riven one grou:.') o:f 
si=:: men anay Il'Oii1 it, ancl h:..:Ci. captured the tr;elve l~emainin[;. 
The main body of the Germans had evidently passed along the 
parapet of the trench Ylhile 2.. small l')crty cleaned uJ the 
dugo~ts beloTI. . 

All telephone connection uas· lost immediately after the 
hostile bombarcl,nent started. CommlUlication b~T runner along 
"D""I''I''n"'l ... "..... ?!.T __ .;J _ ........ ,.., 0"'''1,1 ''''' __ ~ ..... _ ~._"'''''I'''' ...,~ -~..p~ .." .... , + "..,,,,-1- _"...1 ,,"T -,....""",-. ..'nn 

J.)v,~a..l,..LO J.'lVJ.l.~ O.l..LU. ~jL.L\"t. UtJU~i.!.lV VvJ.-Y U.J....L.l..J,.\..iU,.-t... u J.J.U U V~.1.J..~/ JJuvc,;...'-400 


of the he'avy shell fil~e thereon but also beoause of the physi
cal difficulty of travel over the battered areas. Rtliu~ers 
nevertheless did make their 'I;!ay-, but slowly. 

DEI'ENSI'V:: B.:lRFU,GE. Fe<...... ring a raid, Lieutenant Comfort, 
on the o~eriing of the bombardment, tried. to get the Frenoh 
operators to tele~hone a request to the French art~llery for 
help, but rms persuaded against this cction by the 1.?rench 
lieutenant on duty at the company Post of Command. Lieutenant 
?atterson, a short time later, tried to send up a rocket Sig
nal for barrage but was dissuaded from EO doing by the French 
lieutenant. Lieutenant Ericksen, commanding the second 
platoon" made the l~ocket signal for barrage about fifteen 
minutes after, the bombLl'o.ment began and repeated this call 
ten minutes later. The French artillel"y saw the signal but 
did not l"es:...>ond. Major Burnett ecrly suggested to the French 
majol~ that he call for barrage but the French officer did not 
believe a l~2...id nas coming and declined to call. The French 
major began to tele~)hone for a barraGe about the time the 
Germans· Ylere ihifting their O\T11. By that tiille. the Yfires 
vlel~e broken. .1l. light defensive barra.ge was finally obtained 
about 3: 45 1;.. ,I':I. 

CONDUCT OP O£~ICDRS. Lieutencnt Comfort, cOnllilanding 
the company, Lieutenant McLoughli:n, 1st Platoon, Lieutenant 
Ericksen, 2nd. Pln.toon, and Lieutenant re.tterson. the liaison' 
officer from Company B, Here all out in the Boyau Nord during 
the height of the bomberdment endeavoring to retain command 
and control of their niclely scatterecl grou?s. IJieutenant 
Comfort visited Est trench after the bOillbardment began and 
before the Germans came in; Bajol' Burnett Ylent u::? to ComDeny 
F as soon as the firing ceased. Uorking over badly battered 
trenches ancl in the dark, rain and mud, greet difficulty was 
experienced in checking u:? the many small grouDs and in deter
mining t..'hat had occurred. ·Not until claylight vvas it evident 
that the Germans haQ raided and cleaned up Est trench. 

(The foregoing stctements are based u?on the visit of 
the investigating officers November 1 to the scene of the 
raid, e~amination of the terrain. questioning on the S)ot of 
many of the ~artici)ants; conversations rfitll the French in
vestic;c.ting officer from Headquarters 8th .irmiJ, with the 
Chief of Intelligence, 9th A.C., Commander 18th Division. 
i~rajo:i.· rAttrshall, Lieut. McLoughlin, I:ieut. Hugo, French major 
who commanded sector; consiQer~tion of re?orts of General 
Bordeaux, General Sibert, Colonel Ely. l.iajor lvfarshall, Lieut. 
Comfort. Li9ut. Ericksen. Lieut. HcLoughlin; liTritten statements 
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of' enlisted }?8.j·ticiT)ants ane. German :?risoner) • 

4. OBSERVATIONS .AlE) CGNCI"C2 IO:r:r::i • 

. (a) Such a rdid, elal)o:r'ately prepared, made by picked 
troops and sup~)orted by heavy ana. accurately placed artillery 
fire, ",rill almost C61"taiTI1y succeed. in obtaLuin[.S. some l)risoners. 

(b) In general,· the belta,rd.or of the American officers 
and men vIas very good. 0 Consid ering all the cil'CUInate-nces, 
Lieuts. Comfort, ilcLoughlin, Ericksen, and Patterson, under 
the most difficult conditions, rlisplayed great courage and 
an eal"nest desire to 'lo their full duty. 

(c) The }?:i.'eliminary re(.'or...naissance of the :.?osition to 
be ooou:pied oJ'" Conr.!?ftny I' vms not mau.e in sufficient detail, 
nor were enough men in the fil.'st line platoon made familiar 
during daylight Hith the posts they Vlere to oocupy and defend. 

( d) To avoi(l hostile observation, the relief vrc;~s made 
at night. It yrould have beon better for the relieving 
oompany to oross tlle e:=liosed ground so as to arrive in the 
trenohes at daybreak and so give the TI'en the whole day to 
become. familial' with their su:croundings and rehearse their 
action in case of a night attack. In any case, non-com
missioned officers should have been sent during the afternoon 
to take over all trench equipment~ 

(e) As will usually be the case, the division of 
authority in the battalion sector betueen French and American 
officers led to conflicting idea.s and indeoisive action. Wit
ness the del!'.~T in cB.ll1.ng for a defensive barrage. 

(f) Tele:Jhone svvitchboards and o]!erators were French, 
.sDeaking a language not understood by most of the American 
offioers using this m.oa.ns of communication. IvIisunderstandinge 
and confusion necessarily resulted. (This diffioulty, of 
course, is simply inCident to the oonditions under \7hich the 

.battaliol1 wa.s getting its training, and must be borne). 

(g) No patrols were sent to the :f:ront. The ground 
betueenthe O?".flosing trenches was distinotly German ground. 
Our troOl)s· must make no man T s land. distinctly Amel'ican land. 
The long ~resence of Germans about our wire and deliberate 
J;lre?ar3.tions :for the r~id Y/ould. hardly have been )ossible if 
the. American troo:Js had ,lone any patrolling. And cel·tainly 
when their ~resence became evident, strong patrols should 
have been sent to drive them off instead of resting content 
with a little firing. (The e~cuses offered are ·not suffi 
cient; i.e., that the ~rench have laid many tra~s in front, 
that the difference in language would lead to the French 
firing into our liatroIs, and that the e:.:J.)erience of' previous 
battalions ShOYofS our :,:>atrols are likely to suffer from our 
owm fire). The batta.lion is now' under orders from higher 

. authority to send out s1irong :patrols, each of an offioer and 

25 men. These patrols are too large to be easily conoealed 

and. they offer ~, great mark for any hostile party to ambush. 


(h) E:'t:treme cUspersion of units made command and 00
ordinate action at night an impossibility. The Artois 
·salient, in rea.li ty, is entirel~T too 18.1',3'e for a stubborn 

defense by one compc::.ny. The c1.eployment for the daytime 

into widely separate(} groups minimizes losses under artillery 
fire and still permits a strong flan}~ing and direct fire to 
be brought over tl".e olJen grou.nd in front. It is, therefore, 
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well adapted for the daytime ~efense of this extenBive position.
But at night the main portions of the garrison should each 
be concentratecl. To disperse at i.llght into these widely
se:parated, small groups is simply to invite capture in de
tail by any moderately strong raiding party. Likewise, 
to remain below' ground in dugouts or even in the trenches 
u:pon the ap:proach of the hostile party renders each group
almost helpless before an enemy who keeps the bulk of his 
men above ground. An attack et night above ground can 
beat be met with the defenders above ground. Each platoon
shoulci., therefore, have been concentrated in the center of 
its section. Small parties, each of some three men only,
shoulC':. have covel'ed the front and flanks, and these should 
have Given warning by flare as ~ell ao by runner of the 
enemy" s approach. Hhile the German barrage was on Est 
trench, the main bOdy of the platoon must, of course, r,emain 
in deep dugouts, but with every arrangement for prompt exit 
the:t'efrom. This roeens centries at the head of each stair
way, at least half of the men lined u:p in double column of 
files on the steps, prepared to rush out at the first warning, 
and theothero alert and ready to fOllow. The plato-on
leader sheuld be at the head of the stairs ca.refully ob
serving the barrage. The instant it lifted, he should 
give the '\Yord; his men should sprint up the stair.s and out 
of the fire trench to' the ground above and, in the caoe in 
question, behind the trench. Once there, tho platoon
would be able to act as a whole under the command of its 
officer, . and c'ould use the rifle, pistol, bayonet. and 
grenade upon somewhat equal torms with its enemy. Even 
uhen so greatly outnumbered as in the present case, the 
platoon assembled on top of the ground Ylould have c much 
better chance of driving off its opponent, of causing him 
to pay dearly for any prisoners taken, and of a successful 
retreat if compelled thereto. 

To facilitate rapid e:::it, hand ropes should be pla.ced 
on both sides of the dugout steps, the tronches tne~elves 
Should be provided with steps or'rsmps, and the \1hole pro
cedure drilled until every man knows e::.:a.ctly what he is to do. 

It is, of course, true that the relief of the Frenoh 
oom:;?any at :c.ight, folloHed c.lmost immediately by the German 
raic~, and preceded by an inadequate preIim:i.n.a.ry reconnaissa.noe 
of the ground made these rather elaborate arrangements im
practicable. But OUCil eIsbore.te arrangements must be made 
if raids of the sort in question are to be defeated. 

(i) The security detachments in front, PI, P2, P3. 
were unnecessarily strong as they Here required only to 
give yvo.rning. TVIO posts located at PI and P3 uouJ.d have 
been sU£ficient in this 0~se and the strength of each could 
well have been reduced to three men. The men so gained
should have been added to the platoonts main body, uhich 
should do the fighting. 

( j ) The German a:;.'tillery appears to have registered 
on the ArtOiS trenches some days preViouSly. The oupport
ing artillery observers should have noted what the Germans 
were doing and war~ed the inxantry of what to e~ect. 

(k) Artillery assigned tlle-iuty of defensive barrage
must have no discretion as to opening fire. When called 
for by the infantry, the barrage must be put down immediately. 
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'The responsib.ill-ty---:for an unnecessary' barrage must rest vlith 
the infantry. 

(1) On the morning of November 7, groups of several 
men eaoh were found in ~osition near the stations of the 
machine guns and automatic rifles. A total of four or 
five observation stations for the whole Artois salient 
would have been' sufficient to give warning of any hostile 
movement.. The men so gained should have 'been added to 
those engaged in cleaning, repairing, and draining the 
battered trenches. The breaches in the wire needed fru. ther 
repairs _ A number of unused trenches should have been 
wired and entangled so as to forbid their use to the enemy. 
Ammunition, rocket, and sandbag dumps required cloaning and 
an orderly arrangement of contents. Details from the re
serve company should have been brought up to ass~st in this 
work of repair. Dugouts should be drained, cleaned, lighted
and made a.s comfortable as possible.. While the experienoed
soldior endures necessary discomfort uncomplainingly, he 
manifests his experienoe by making himself oomfortable 
under circumstanceo that discourage the inexperienoed.
Under great discom:fort, the morale of troops will always
be better for a reasonable amount of labor in making arrange
ments which tend to lessen their disoomfort and to produoe 
an air of order and discipline4 Psychologically also, 
soldiers are much more likely to hold strongly defenoes 
which they have '-lOrked hard to plaoe in order and wh:i..-h 
they therefore tUlconsciously come to regard as their O\vn, 
than those in which this personal interest is laoking. 

(m) Be:Lo~e this raid the sector had hee~ very qu:i.et
for a long period. Everyone concerned had fallen into a 
sense of fa.lse security and the disbelief that the Germans 
had any intention.of strenuous action. This tendenoy to 
become oareless in'quiet sectors in the measures for de
fense must be continually combatteQ. 

(n) There was a lack of intelligence or disoipline 
on the part of some artillery observers,who themselves 
aufiered none of the evil consequences of their exposure,
but who precipitated a raid on the trenohes that, pootponed 
a little, might have been better met. 

----- 0 ----

Headquarters ~1;iona.ry 1'oroes._ Nov.JA,1917• 

.APPROVED. 

By command of Ge:neraJ-Pe-rshing: 

Copies to: 
Comma.ndant , ools, 
First COl');> ROJ3ERT c. Dil..VIS. 
Sections Go' HQ. , Adjutant Gener&J. • 
6 copies f 
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EXCERPTS FROM SUMMARY OF INFORMATION 
REPORTS DATED 21 MAY 1918; 24 MAY 1918 

 
Exemplifies how the Germans planned and executed raids, attacks and battles 

Contains characteristic elements that can be seen in the Battle of Henry Johnson 

 
Bibliographic Information 
• Content Source: U.S. Army Heritage Collection Online, http://www.ahco.army.mil/site/index.jsp 
• Title: Summary of Information: Changes in German Order of Battle 
• Short Description: A step-by-step detail of the German Battle Strategy 
• Date: 21 May 1918 and 24 May 1918 

 
Description:  
Two detailed reports translated from German to English describing the various tactics that the 
German army used during the war.  These documents show that it was common for the Germans 
to send patrols at night of “20 to 50 men,” that the patrol raids would be conducted from the rear, 
and that they should try to capture prisoners.  The report also lists what would happen to the 
POWs as soon as they are taken from their camps (taken to the command post of the regiment and 
their papers taken from them, and more).   
 
Significance:  
These reports show how common and well-planned nightly raids were during this period of the 
war.  German troops regularly came up from the rear of an army camp and tried to take prisoners.  
These tactics parallel the “well-planned” attack on Henry Johnson’s post, and the enormous odds 
that Johnson almost singlehandedly overcame to defeat the enemy, save his comrade from being 
carried away prisoner, and cause the Germans who were left to retreat.  



c e" H< °" t' e"F" c 
__ SECOND SECTION, GENERAL STAFF 
N o " 5 1  - No. 51, MAY 21, 1918 

SUMMARY OF INFORMATION

CHANGES IN GERMAN ORDER OF BATTLE, MAY 20, 1918 

IVTH ARMY 8th Div. from Vlth Army relieves 29th Div. 
58th Div. from line near Ypres relieves 31st Div. 

"7" Div. takes place of 58th Div. 
VITH ARMY 8th Div. from reserve to IVth Army. 

81st Res. Div. enters line S. of 38th Div. 
n t  h Res. Div. relieves 12th Div. 
16th Div. relieves 15th Res. Div. 

IID ARMY igad Div. from Vth Army relieves 200th Div. 
VtH ARMY \ 192c! Div. from reserve to IId Army. 

UNITS IN REAR OF FRONT 
REGION OF LILLE. 

VITH ARMY 35th Div. 141st Inf. Regt
n t  h Res. Div. 156th Inf. Regt.
22d Inf. Regt

 Vicinity of Bailleul
 S. of Bailleul

 S. of Bailleul

 . . May 19
 May 17
 May 19

 Doc. 
 Doc. 
 Doc. 

REGION OF ST. QUENTIN. 

XVIHTH ARMY 6th Div. According to information from a very good source, this division was resting, 
May 10, in the vicinity of Guise. 

REGION OF MULHOUSE. 

ARMY DETCH. "B" 6th Cav. Div. According to information from a Very good source, this division was 
resting, May 13, in the vicinity of Mulhouse. 

REGION OF LASSIGNY. 

IID ARMY .. ' . . 28th Div, at Avesnes, recent date. 

IDENTIFICATIONS 
83D Div. FLANDERS SECTOR. 

329th Inf. Regt N. E. of Bixschoote May 19 1 prisoner. 
58TH Div. 

106th Inf. Regt E. of Bixschoote May 18 Doc. 
52D RES. DIV. YPRES-LA BASSEE SECTOR. 

240th Res. Inf. Regt Vicinity of Wytschaete May 19 Doc. 
12TH Div. 

62d Inf. Regt S. W. of Meteren May 18 1 prisoner. 
21ST RES. DIV. ALBERT SECTOR. 

87th Res. Inf. Regt E. of Mesnil May 19 Prisoners. 
3D NAVAL DIV. 

2d Marine Inf. Regt S. of Martinsart May 18-19 1 prisoner. 
183D Div. / 
243D Div. ( 
According to the statements of prisoners of 184th Inf. Regt., 183d Div. (noted below), 243d Div. relieved 183d Div. 

in the Albert sector, May 13. 
54TH RES. DIV. 

248th Res. Inf. Regt S. W. of Albert May 19 3 prisoners. 
1830 Div. 

184th Inf. Regt Near Ville-sur-Ancre May 19 96 prisoners. 
107111 Div. 

52d Res. Inf. Regt Near Ville-sur-Ancre May 19 i  n prisoners. 
213th F. A. Regt Near Ville-sur-Ancre May 19 1 prisoner 

8 (officer). 
227th Res. Inf. Regt. /
232d Res. Inf. Regt. < Near Ville-sur-Ancre May 19 Statement 

of prisoner. 
I8TH DIV. 

85th Inf. Regt At Bray May 17 Statement 
of prisoner. 

2IST Div. „ MOREUIL-LASSIGNY SECTOR. 

80th Inf, Regt S. of Thennes May 19 2 prisoners. 
6TH RES. DIV. 

24th Res. Inf. Regt La Gaune Woods May 19 1 deserter. 
3D RES. DIV. 

49th Res. Inf. Regt Normal sector May 19 1 prisoner. 
103D Div. BERRY-AU-BAC SECTOR. 

32d Inf. Regt S. E. of Corbeny May 18 , . 2 prisoners. 
7TH RES. DIV _ _ 

36th Res. Inf. Regt. (Elements)... In front line and also at Proviseux Camp. May 10 Doc. 
86TH DIV. RHEIMS SECTOR. 

344th Inf. Regt E. of Rheims May 19 3 prisoners. 
2OIST Div. WOEVRE SECTOR, 

4O2d Inf. Regt S. E. of Maizey . .  . May 19 1 killed 
(officer), 
2 prisoners 
(1 officer 

202D Div. LORRAINE SECTOR. and 1 soldier). 
412th Inf. Regt W. of Bezange Forest May 19 2 killed. 

VOSGES SECTOR. 

4TH CAV, DIV Vicinity of Senones-Badonviller . . . . . . May 13 <. Doc. 
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SUMMARY OF INFORMATION, NO. 51, MAY 21, 1918. 

REGIMENTAL ORDER FOR AN ATTACK ON LA GAUNE WOODS 

TRANSLATION OF A GERMAN DOCUMENT : FROM FRENCH 1ST ARMY BULLETIN, MAY 14, 1918. 

24TH RESERVE INFANTRY REGIMENT REGIMENTAL HEADQUARTERS 

(6th Reserve Division) MaY Io< 19*8 
No. I186/10 

STRICTLY SECRET 
1. Captain von Puttkamer will take command in Sector III (hitherto known as K. T. K. North), 

on May n  , 1918, at 3.00 a. m. 
The 2d Bn. Hqrs. (less one officer) will report, as soon as the relief has been made, at the regimental 

command post, where it will remain until further orders. 
The Intelligence personnel of the 2d Bn. will remain in position until the night of May 11-12. 
2. The former main line of resistance, previously occupied by Co. A, 2d Bn. (henceforth to be occu


pied by the 4th Co.), as well as the outpost zone, will be re-occupied during the evening of May 10. On May

11 at 3.00 a. m. this company will withdraw to the present main line of resistance near the THORY-MAILLY

road. The two light machine guns in the trench on the right of Co. Bwill remain there during the evac

uation. Two heavy machine guns will be placed in the sector of Co. B so as to command LA GAUNE

Woods {Augusta Wald).


These machine guns and those along the THORY-MAILLY road, and in case of need a counter-attack

by the 4th Co., must at all costs prevent the enemy from leaving LA GAUNE Woods during the artillery

annihilation fire.


3. All preparations will be completed by May 11 at 3.00 a. m. They will be reported to the regi

ment by ground telegraphy, telephone and runners, until 3.30 a. m., using the following cipher : chi I. 863.


4. The attack will commence at 5.35 a. m. (o hour). 
5. After having penetrated LA GAUNE Woods the two assault companies will immediately organize 

in the woods the new outpost line and the new main line of resistance. The neighboring zone (Anschlus
siueck) outside the woods, between the E. edge of the woods and the boundary between Co. A and Co. B 
will be occupied and organized by the right of the 2d Co. and by the left of the 4th Co., utilizing as much 
as possible the elements of trenches and shell craters already in existence. It is very important to bring 
up and immediately erect iron wire entanglements in front of the newly captured outpost line. A continu
ous entanglement and a trench of simple outline will be constructed at the outpost position. 

Listening posts will be organized.

The main line of resistance will be composed of 45 redoubts, surrounded by wire and mutually sup


porting each other.

6. During the attack by the assault companies the present main line of resistance will be occupied 

as second line by groups of riflemen from the 4th Co. and by the two heavy machine guns now on the 
edge of the THORY-MAILLY road, immediately N. of the point at whic hthis road crosses the ALLEE DES 
PRUNIERS. 

7. Machine guns.—During the fire for effect from 5.30 to 5.35 a. m. the two heavy machine guns 
which have been designated to advance at that time into the former main line of resistance, will sweep 
the E. edge of LA GAUNE Woods. The heavy machine guns posted further S. will fire before and after 
the attack in order to neutralize the machine guns which might threaten our flank. 

8. Light trench mortars.—The group of trench mortars N. of the regiment at K. T. K. Ill will 
fire from 5.30 to 5.35 a. m. on the S. E. edge of LA GAUNE Woods. As soon as the infantry has reached 
the woods the light trench mortars of this group will be brought up, by echelons, into the present main 
line of resistance ; from there they will take part in the interdiction and barrage fire in case of a hostile 
counter-attack. The S. group of light trench mortars at K. T. K. IV (hitherto known as K. T. K. S.) 
will fire before, during and after the attack on the enemy in the practice trench and on the N. E. andE. 
edge of the CHAUFOURES Woods (Thory Wald). 

9. Means of communication.—The 3d Co. is assigned one ground telegraph apparatus with a personnel 
of three men. The company will provide three men for carrying the apparatus. Four men and two 
messenger dogs are assigned to the 1st Bn. ; two men (Fuehrer) will remain at the K. T. K. ; the other 
two (Gegenfuehrer) with the two dogs will advance with the 3d Co. Each assault company will carry, 
in addition to its Very pistols, a signal grenade rifle and signal grenades in order to be able to send up 
luminous signals as agreed upon. 

Reports will be transmitted by the several means of communication . 
The company commander of the 1st Co. will transmit his reports to the company commander of the 

3d Co., who will forward them in turn. 
The two companies will carry signal panels and will display them at the request of the infantry 

airplane. 
As soon as the objective of attack is reached a signal will be given by firing many luminous white 

balls with stars and streamers. This signal will be received by the line of signal men in the center sector, 
whence it will in turn be transmitted to the rear by sending up luminous balls in the direction of the nearest 
post to the rear. The same signal will be given in the woods by the first line on request by the infantry 
airplanes independently of the display of signal panels. In order to accelerate the forwarding of the first 
reports from the assault detachments the following conventional terms are authorized for the operation: 

New main line of resistance is reached and organized : E. of LA GAUNE Woods (Augusta—Ost) ;

New outpost line is reached and organized : underbrush (Unterholz) ;

Prisoners taken : their number (for example : 15) ;

We hold the position : 1 hold (halte) ;

The enemy is counter-attacking : signals for barrage fire or, depending on circumstances, for annihi


lation fire. 
When the aviator recognizes hostile troops in a position of readiness for counter-attack, he will fire 

luminous green balls (request for annihilation lire) in the direction of the position recognized. 
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SUMMARY OF INFORMATION, NO. 51, MAY 21, 1918. 

10. The prisoners will be conducted to the rear as soon as possible ; they will be taken to the com
mand post of the regiment ; their papers, will be taken from them. If their evacuation to the rear is 
not possible, the number of the regiment will be reported with all possible speed. 

11. The staff officer of the 1st Bn., as well as the Company commanders of the 1st and 2d Cos., will 
this evening receive the exact time at the command post of the regiment. 

12. Troops which cannot be dispensed with will not be withdrawn from the outpost zone until after 
the organization of the outpost zone has been entirely completed, which will probably not be until night. 

The carriers of the 20th Reserve Regiment, as well as the pioneer detachment, under the orders of 
the 1st Bn. will remain until May 12, 3.00 a. m. 

In the night of May 11-12, the 20th Res. Inf. will occupy the main line of resistance and the outpost 
zone as far as the S. limit of the regiment. The boundary between the 20th and the 24th Res. Inf. Regts. 
has been fixed within the main line of resistance and the outpost zone to be captured at the unimproved 
road which passes through the woods about half-way between the point where the ALLEE DES PRUNIERS 
enters LA GAUNE Woods, and the N. E. angle of LA GAUNE Woods. 

The 1st Co. immediately after relief by the 20th Res. Inf. Regt. will take the place of the 7th Co., 
as reserve company of K. T. K. III. 

13. However little the situation may permit, it will be nescessary to withdraw the 4th Co. during 
the night of May 11-12 ; it will relieve the 5th Co. in the same night and become the supporting company 
of the 1st Bn. The same night the 5th and 7th Cos. will proceed as regimental reserve to the billets of 
the 6th and 8th Cos. near the regimental command post, where there is still room for them. 

The 6th and 8th Cos. will also remain until further orders as regimental reserve in their present posi
tions. 

The 1st M. G. Co. will relieve the 2d M. G. Co., depending upon the extent to which the former has 
been inactive during the night of May 12-13. 

All the elements relieved will, after their relief leave in the positions from which they retire one officer, 
three non-commissioned officers and six men. One staff officer from the 2d Bn. will remain until the morn
ing of May 12 with the 1st Bn. staff. On and after May 13 half of the 4th Co. will be assigned to the 
occupation of the machine gun nests in the position covering the artillery, as well as to the organisation 
of that position, relieving half of the 12th Co. The company commander of the 4th Co. will previously 
make proper arrangements with the company commander of the 12th Co. 

14. Report will be made as quickly as possible to regimental headquarters with a sketch showing 
the completion of the relief and the distribution provided for after the relief, as well as the positions of 
the machine guns. 

Distribution of the 3d Co. after retirement of the 4th Co. will probably be as follows : 
1/4 : outpost zone.

1/2 : main line of resistance newly captured.

1/4 : company reserve in the former main line of resistance.


15. K. T. K. I l l will communicate these orders to the 2d and 4th Cos. 

Distribution : (Signed) von SCHACK. 

Regiment
Battalion
1st and 3d Cos

 1 
3

 2
 A true copy. 

 (Signed) HOFFMAN. 

Total 6 Captain and Regimental Staff Officer. 

ATTACK ON LA GAUNE WOODS 

FROM FRENCH 1ST ARMY BULLETIN, MAY 14, 1918. 

Information obtained from prisoners and a regimental order, found on the body of a battalion commander, 
translation of which is pnblished with this summary : 

The attack was carried out under the orders of the commander of the 1st Battalion, 24th Reserve 
Regiment, 6th Reserve Division, by the 1st and 3d Companies of that regiment, each of them preceded 
by two assault parties (Stosslrupps) of the 12th Assault Battalion accompanied by a pioneer detachment, 

It had been prepared in the region of Hangest from May 6 to 10. 

PURPOSE. The purpose was to retake the lost edge of the woods, to establish somewhat in advance 
of it in the woods a main line of resistance. Hauftwiderstandslinie, and to 'seize the old French first line 
so as to transform it into an outpost line, Vorfedlinie. (See sketch.) 

EXECUTION. The execution was outlined in detail by the regimental order found on the body of 
the bataillon commander. The 2d and 4th Companies were to occupy the line of departure. The 4th 
Company had the special mission of preventing the enemy, in case of need by counter-attack, from leaving 
LA GAUNE Woods during the artillery annihilation fire. After the attack had been successfully carried 
out, they were both to occupy and organize the zone included between their line and the eastern edge of 
the woods. Light and heavy machine guns as well as trench mortars, whose locations were minutely 
described in the order, were to support or prepare the assault and then take part in the advance. Many 
means of liaison had been placed at the disposition of the attacking troops. The attack was launched 
at 5.35 a. m. (German time), after a rolling barrage of five minutes to complete the destruction carried out 
during the last few days. 

The 1st and 3d Companies passed through the 2d and 4th Companies and started out in three waves : 
The first was composed of the assault parties of the assault battalion which re-enforced the picked groups 
from the 1st and 3d Companies. 
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SUMMARY OF INFORMATION, NO, 51, MAY 21, 1918. 

The 1st Company attacked at the northeastern angle, the 3d, from the south ; both were to fall back 
on the clearing. # , 

In the rear and on the flanks of the attack the pioneer parties advanced carrying entanglements and 
ammunition for the immediate organization of the captured position in conformity with the order which 
prescribed an uninterrupted entanglement and a continuous, simple trench, with observers' holes in front 
of the outpost zone. On the main line of resistance mutually supporting isolated points of support sur
rounded with iron wire were to be constructed. 

When the organization of the position was complete the 1st Company was to be relieved by a de
tachment from the 20th Reserve Regiment. 

The 4th Company was, if possible, also to be relieved. A part of this unit was to occupy nests of 
machine guns further to the rear in order to cover the artillery. 

This position is almost parallel to the Sauvillers-Morisel road and runs from Hill 103, E. of Mailly-
Raineval, to the Plateau of Adelpare Farm. 

RESULTS.—The attack penetrated the woods but the 1st Company, on the right, encountered the 
French entanglements and it was not provided with wire cutters. The flanking machine guns south of' 
the woods caused heavy losses to the 3d Company, all the officers of which were killed. 

Driven out by the French counter-attack the hostile groups drifted back to the plateau where they 
came under machine gun fire. 

We took prisoners belonging to all of the units engaged : Four companies of the 1st Battalion, 24th 
Reserve Regiment ; n t  h and 12th Companies, 20th Reserve Regiment ; 5th Company of Field Pioneers 
1st Company of Reserve Pioneers ; 12th Assault Battalion. 

In addition to the prisoners the enemy abandoned a great many killed. It seems therefore that the; 
troops which took part in the attack were wiped out. 

SUMMARY OF OFFICIAL COMMUNIQUES 

MAY 20, 1918. 
AMERICAN. 

(May 19, 1918, 9.00 p. m.) Aside from the activity of the air forces on both sides the day was quiet at all points 
pecupied by our troops. Our aviators brought down two hostile machines. 

(May 20, 1918, 9.00 p. m.) Except for activity by the artillery on both sides in various sectors there is nothing to 
report. 

FRENCH. 
(May 20, 1918, 11.00 a. m.) Artillery actions of considerable violence occurred in the region of HANGARDand S, of 

the AVRE. 
Our patrols W. of CASTEL took prisoners. 
Our detachments penetrated the enemy's position N. W. of RHEIMS, near BERMERICQURT as far as the third line 

trenches, causing much destruction and returning with prisoners, including one officer, and captured materiel. 
,. The Germans attempted raids on our lines in the region of VAUCLERC and atLES CHEVALIERS Woods, without obtain
ing any results. The night was quiet on the rest of the front. 

(May 20, 1918, 9.00 p. m.) There were no infantry actions during the day. Intermittently violent artillery actions 
took place S. of the AVRE and at some points in the MONTDIDIER-LASSIGNY region. The day was quiet at all other points. 

BRITISH. 
(May 19, 1918, everting, continued.) AVIATION. On May 18 the fine weather again aided the fighting activity of 

our air service. Bombing and reconnaissance operations, as well as photographic work, were also continued. The im
proved visibility rendered co-operation with artillery more effective than during the last few days. The railway stations 
of COURTRAI, VALE^CIENNRS, AULNOYE, RQULERS and CHAULNES were abundantly shelled. We also dropped more than 

119 tons of projectiles on the enemy's aviation fields, munition depots and billets.

1 ' As during the preceding days, the greater part of the fightingi occurred far to the E. of the lines. Twenty-one hostile

Imachines were brought down and two others forced to land disabled. Eight of our machines are missing. 

A thick fog having arisen, our bombing squadrons were only able to operate during half the night. They dropped ten 
tons of bombs on the railway stations of MARCOING, HAUBOURDIN, DOUAI and CHAULNES, the billets in the neighborhood 
of BAPAUME and BRAY and on the SOLWAY factories and locks of ZEEBRUGE. One of our machines is missing. 

(May 20, 1918, 10 a. m.) We took some prisoners in the course of a successful raid yesterday in the ALBERT sector, 
The'enemy attempted a raid N. of HINGES but was repulsed after having suffered heavy losses.
Hostile artillery fire was considerably increased last night on the ALBERT-BUCQUOY front. 

(May 20, 1918, evening). During the night French troops carried out a successful operation to the E. and N. E. of 
LOCRE in the course of which all objectives were attained on a front of 3,700 meters. Four hundred prisoners were taken 
early this, morning. Local fighting took place to the N, of ALBERT. Some of our men are missing. One of our detach
ments captured a German position to the E. of HEBUTERNE taking prisoners and two machine guns. The enemy artillery 
executed a considerable bombardment of gas shells in the sector to the N. of BETHUNE. 

ITALIAN. 
(May 20, 1918, 4.55 p. m.) Our patrols were active in the region of MONTE MANTELLO (Corno del Tre Sipwri) and 

hostile reconnoitering parties were driven back, between the ridge and the ASTICO. Harassing activity was shown at sev
eral points by the artillery of both sides. Our concentrations of fire were particularly effective in VAL DI SOLE and in the 
region. E. of the LJSSER, E. of CAPO SILE, at about 9 p. m. one of our assault parties made a successful raid and oapturfid 
a portion of the enemy's trench in front of them, where they established themselves. Early this morning the enemy made 
a strong counter-attack which was completely repulsed with heavy losses. Thirty-one prisoners, about 100 rifles, four 
machine jpans and other war materiel remained in our hands. Our own airmen and those of the Allies were very active. 
Many military objectives in VAL SUGANA were bombarded with eight tons of bombs. Seven hostile machines were brought 
down and an eighth forced to land. 

ALEANIA. Between the OSUM and the DEVOLI our troops, in close liaison with the French, began an advance north
wards on the night of May H-T5- After overcoming persistent stubborn resistance on the part of the enemy and the diffi
culties of the terrain, our parties reached the front CEREVODA to QSTRQYIC* on May 18. 

GERMAN. 
(May 20, 1918, 1.17 p. m.) WE.ST FRONT. Artillery activity in tha KEMMEL region showed considerable incr-ease 

in strength during the evening and toward midnight. Violent artillery fighting cjevelopecj there early this morning, At 
many points on the other battle fronts also fighting became more active, 
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Tfr$ •British attacked ^arly this morning with heavy forces along the S. bank of the ANCRE and penetrated VIM-E-SUR
ANCRE. Attempts of the enemy to advance along the ANCRE valley were unsuccessful. Repeated attacks on MORLAX
COURT broke down with heavy losses in front of the village.

British and French reconnaissances were repulsed at many points on the front. We took prisoners in patrol encoun
ters, and in a successful operation N. of ST. MIHIEL. 

, DQVER, and Other British coast towns were »ucce'ss£ully bombed jaat night/


(May 20, 1918, 8.32 p. m.) Strong French attacks on KEMMEL Hill broke down with heavy losses.


AUSTRIAN. 
(May 2p, 1918, 8,34 p, m,) Reconnaissance troops and aviators of both sides continue most active along the S. W. 

Front. 
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L SECOND SECTION, GENERAL ' STAFF 

No. 54. N o - 54, MAY 24, 1918 

SUMMARY OF INFORMATION

CHANGES IN GERMAN ORDER OF BATTLE, MAY 23, 1918 

1ST ARMY , 19th Res. from IVth Army relieves 232c! Div. 
l ib ARMY 225th Div. from Army Detachment "C," reported in Summary of Information No. 53, 

May 23, 1918, as having entered the line at Thennes, relieved the 21st Div< 
228th Div. from reserve to Hid Army. 

Tlip ARMY , 328th Div. from lid Army relieves 28th Res. Div. 
IVTH ARMY . . . 19th Re6, Div. from reserve to 1st Army. 

35th Div. from Vlth Army relieved 32d Div. May 8th. 
VITH ARMY .. > « 35th Div. from reserve to IVth Army. 

UNITS IN REAR OF FRONT 

REGION OF FLANDERS. 
IVTH ARMY , 115th Div. . . 

According to a document, the Field Recruit Depot of this division left Rumania, 
April 15, and arrived at Antwerp, April 23, where it was still located, May 5. 
n t  h Bav. Div. 

According to information from a very good source, n t  h Bav. Div. was still resting 
in the vicinity N. E. of Ghent May 16. 
3d Guard Div. 

According to a document, the Guard Fus. Regt. of this division was resting near 
Wytschaete, May 16. 
31st Div. 166th Regt. In region of Wulverghem May 22d. Doc, 

XVIIITH ARMY 46th Res. Res. Div. In rear of Montdidier. Statement of prisoner. 
REGION OF LORRAINE. 

XIXTH ARMY * 46th Res Div.. 4. Vicinity of Nomeny . . . May 10 Doc. 

IDENTIFICATIONS 

83D Div. FLANDERS SECTOR. 

329th Inf. Regt N. E. of Bixchoote ». . . . May 22 . > . . . . . . . . . . 1 prisoner. 
236TH Div. 

457th Inf. Regt S. of Zillebeke lake May 22 Prisoners. 
459th Inf. Regt S. of Zillebeke lake May 22 16 prisoners/ 

52D RES. DIV. YPRES LA BASSEE SECTOR. 
240th Res. Inf. Regt S. E. of Dickebusch May 22 1 prisoner., 

8IST RES. DIV. 
81st Res. Inf. Brigade S. W. of Bailleul May 22 Doc, 

IITH RES. DIV. 
10th Res. Inf. Regt Near Meteren - May 21' •-, . 1 deserter. 

39TH Div. 
126th Inf. Regt S. of Hazebrouck Bailleul Railroad . . May 22 4 killed. 

Inf. Regt Near Vieux Berquin May 22 Prisoners. 
8TH RES. DIV. 

22x1 Res. Inf. Regt. .. • S. W. of Vieux Berquin May 22 > , , . , . . 1 prisoner. 
220TH Div. 

99th Res. Inf. Regt S. E. of Locon May 22 2 prisoners. 
21 6TH DIV. 

42d Inf. Regt. (Elements) N. E. of Bailleul May 21 Statement of 
It is possible that the relief of 117th Div. by 216th Div. is not yet complete. prisoner. 
185TH Div. LA BASSEE VILLERS BRETONNEUX SECTOR. 

28th Res. Inf.' Regt E, of Mercatel May 22 > 3 prisoners. 
234TH Div. 

452d Inf. Regt E. of Moyenneville May 22 3 lulled. 
According to a document, 234th Div. expected to be relieved, May 20. 
I6TH RES. DIV. 

68th Res. Inf. Regt S. of Hebuterne May 21 2 prisoners. 
30th Inf. Regt N. W. of Beaumont-Hamel May 22 1 prisoner. 

183D Div. 
184th Inf. Regt Ville-sur-Ancre May 22 1 prisoner ;̂ 
.?- 109TH Div. VILLERS BRETONNEUX MOREUIL SECTOR. 

26th Res. Inf. Regt Hangard Woods May 22 2 prisoners. 
225TH Div. 

18th Res. Inf. Regt E. of Thennes May 22 1 prisoner. 
225th Div., coming from the Hauts-de-Meuse Sector has probably relieved either 21st Div., or 14th Bav. Div. 
IITH Div. 

38th Inf. Regt N. of Evricourt May 22 ' 2 deserters. 
LAON SECTOR. 

107TI1 Div Chasseurs are in the vicinity of Colligis-Paucy. May 22 Doc. 
21) Lnw. Div. ARGONNE SECTOR. 

120th Ldw. Inf. Kept Four de Paris May 22 1 killed. 
123D Div. VERDUN SECTOR. 

106th Kes. Inf, Regt S. E. of Bezonvaux May 22 1 killed. 
255m Div. LORRAINE SECTOR. 

153d Ldw. Inf. Regt Near the Moselle May 10 Doc. 
IST BAV. LDW. DIV , Arracourt, May 10 Doc. 
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LIAISON 

FROM FRENCH I ID ARMY BULLETIN, MAY 19, 1918. 

In the 368th Infantry Regiment, 213th Infantry Division, in sector in the region of Rheims, the 
following rules for ensuring secrecy of communications are in force : 

FROM THE COMPANY TO THE BATTALION. The telephone is not used. The company commander 
communicates with the battalion only by means of runners and messenger dogs. 

FROM THE BATTALION TO THE REGIMENT. Metallic circuit telephones are used. Tactical reports 
must always be transmitted by runners or messenger dogs. Telephone communications are in Code. 
Coding and decoding are done by officers. The only authorized open telephone transmissions are ; the 
meteorological bulletin, report on work, official communique. 

CARRIER PIGEONS. The battalion commander has four carrier pigeons at his disposal, the company 
commander two. They are employed for communication with the Division. 

INDICATIONS OF RAIDS AND RELIEFS 

(FROM THE EXPERIENCE OF A FRENCH DIVISION.) 

RAIDS. 

The Germans try to take prisoners by sending out at night large patrols of from 20 to 50 men, which 
form ambuscades. When this method does not succeed, as is usually the case, they resort to a raid with 
artillery support. Their recent practice has been to open suddenly and without warning a very violent 
bombardment, usually at nightfall or dawn, although when there is a moon it may come at any hour of 
the night. A strong and thick box barrage is put down on a part of the line. Meanwhile the storming 
troops, who have slipped up close to our wire, work into our lines in several columns. Rapidity of execu
tion is characteristic. They try to penetrate to a considerable distance so as to take our sentries from 
the rear. 

Although there is nothing certain in the indications, the following points should be carefully con
sidered, as they have often been noted immediately preceding a raid :— 

1. Unostentatious registering by the enemy's batteries on our batteries and defensive organization, 
on our wire, on breaches in our wire. Fire on other points at the same time to divert attention from his 
real objective. 

2. Registering by trench mortars. 
3. The infantry airplane flies over the point of attack, usually rather low. 
4. Small patrols are also noticed, reconnoitering the wire, not only to see if it is destroyed, but also 

to make sure of their itinerary. It is occasionally possible to pick up some of these patrols. 
5. When the raid is very important, the usual indications of a serious attack are also present, namely 

fire with gas shells and high explosive on the sensitive points in the sector. 
6. Artillery fire of neutralization on our barrage batteries, especially if gas shells are used. 
7. Registering on the supporting points. 
8. Any fire of destruction by artillery or trench mortars, or fire with larger caliber than usual. 
9. Fire on rear organizations. The more serious the effort, the greater the amount of fire on sensi

tive points in rear. 
10. Continued fire on breaches in the wire. 
11. Gas bombardment on any reserve positions or the bottoms of ravines. 
12. Balloons in observation, especially if the general visibility is not good enough to warrant the 

ascension. They are usually up the day before the raid. 
13. Artillery fire against observation posts or command posts. 
14. Shiny points in the wire, either the German wire or our own, which are freshly cut ends indi

cating recent cutting of breaches. 
15. Any abnormal movement in the German lines. 

RELIEFS. 

In the case of a relief, the indications are usually given by a change in the habits of occupation or 
regime of fire of the enemy. 

1. In some divisions smoking is permitted well forward, in others it is not; some divisions allow 
fires where others prohibit them. The appearance or absence of smoke thus becomes an indication of 
relief. 

2. Night firing is common in some organizations and unusual in others. 
3. Some organizations do much more indirect fire with machine guns than others. 
4. Some organizations use the rifle more than others. 
5. The reconnaissances by officers of the organization taking over are sometimes noticed. They 

usually attract attention by the fact that they walk around in an unusual manner and in very small 
groups. 

6. Activity of wireless ground telegraphy, telephone, or visual signals is always suspicious. 
7. Increased circulation on communications in rear. 
8. Noticeable decrease in artillery activity, due to batteries being relieved. 
 Considerably increased amount of registering for several days; firing practically everywhere in 

the sector, ordinarily with time shell. (New batteries registering on all objectives,) 
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SUMMARY OF INFORMATION, NO. 54, MAY 24, 1918. 

OFFICIAL COMMUNIQUES 
MAY 23, 1918. 

AMERICAN. 
(May 23, igiS, 9 p. m.) The day has been quiet at all points occupied by our troops. 

FRENCH. 
(May 23, 1918, 11 a. m.) Intermittent artillery fire occurred S. of the AVRE. 
A hostile raid in the region of MONGIVAL Woods broke down under our fire. 
Our patrols and detachments penetrated the enemy's lines particularly in CHAMPAGNE at AVOCOURT Woods and in 

WOEVRE. We took prisoners and brought back materiel. 
The night was quiet on the rest of the front. 
(May 23, 1918, 9 p. m.) There was intermittent artillery activity at points S. of the AVRE. There were no infantry 

actions. 
AVIATION. On May 20 a hostile plane was shot down in aerial combat. It is confirmed that eight German machines 

were destroyed by our pilots, one on May 15, one on May 16 and six on May 19. In addition two machines were shot 
down by anti-aircraft artillery, one on May 20 and one on May 21. 

On "May 20 and the following night our squadrons dropped 17,000 kgs. of projectiles in the region of ST. QUENTIN, 
NOYON, TERGNIER, on the railroad stations at PERONNE, ROSIERES and NESLES and on the aviation field of VILLESELVE. 
Large fires followed by explosions were reported at ST. QUENTIN and NESLES. On May 21 and the following night our 
planes dropped 30,000 kgs. of bombs in the same regions causing new fires, at the same time 11,000 kgs. of bombs were 
dropped on the billets and railroad stations in the region VILLE-AUX-BOIS, HIRSON, LE CATEAU, AULNOYE and vicinity. 
Italian aviation organizations took part in this expedition. 

BRITISH. 
(May 22, 1918, 11 p.ra., continued.) AVIATION. On May 21 during the day our air service carried out reconnais

sances and bombing flights without interruption. Our airplanes and balloons constantly worked in liaison with the 
artillery and took photographs. We dropped 1,200 bombs on various objectives, including four large hostile aviation 
fields near GHENT and TOURNAI and on billets near ARMENTIERES, BAPAUME, and BRAY. _ t 

Our protective squadrons were in numerous combats. In the course of the bombing expeditions 16 German airplanes 
were shot down and two others forced to land disabled. Two observation balloons were destroyed. Three of our machines 
are missing.

During the night our bombing machines, as well as those of the enemy, were active. We dropped nearly ten tons 
of projectiles on the airdromes of the German night-bombing squadrons and on the billets at BRAY and BAPAUME. All 
our machines returned. Two German machines were brought down by artillery within our lines. 

We also dropped two tons on the chlorine factory of MANNHEIM and three large fires were observed. Two other tons 
of projectiles were dropped on the railway stations of THIONVILI.E and KARTHAUS, S. of TREVES. One of our machines 
has not returned. 

Early on May 22 two formations went up for a long distance raid having for its objective the bombing of the impor
tant railway center of LIEGE ; all the machines reached the goal. They dropped 22 large caliber bombs. The projectiles 
dropped by the first formation caused three large fires which were still burning 45 minutes later when the second formation 
flew over LIEGE. Other machines dropped 12 large bombs on the railway station of METZ. All our machines returned. 

(May 23, 1918, 9.40 a. m.) In the AVELUY Woods sector the enemy rushed one of our outposts last night. Two of 
our men are missing.

We made successful raids in the neighborhood of AYETTE and BOISLEUX ST. MARC, inflicting losses on the enemy and 
capturing a machine gun. The enemy made an attempt against nur posts near RIEZ-DU-VINAGE but was repulsed by the 
fire of infantry and machine guns.

Last night hostile artillery showed activity in the valley of the ANCRE, S. of LENS, E. of ROBECQ and E. of the Forest 
of NIEPFE. 

GERMAN. 
((May 23, 1918, 2 p. m.) WEST FRONT. Increased artillery activity in the KEMMEL region continued. On the 

other battle fronts fighting did not become active in some sectors until evening. During the night the French showed 
considerable activity on the W. bank of the AVRE. 

Numerous hostile attacks were repulsed and prisoners were taken in the course of reconnaissances by our troops. 
AVIATION. On the battlefield along the LYS three American airplanes were included among others which were shot 

down. 
The increasing hostile airplane attacks on Belgian territory have caused serious injuries and losses to the civil popu

lation. There was no military damage done. 
A large munition dump of the enemy N. W. of ABBEVVILLE was destroyed by a successful bomb attack. 
Paris was bombed. 
(May 23, 1918, 8.32-9. m.) There is nothing new to report from the theaters of war. 

AUSTRIAN. 
(May 23. 1918, 2.01 p. m.) Along the Italian front reconnoitering activity of both sides yesterday led to fighting

at several points. 
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4.SECTION IV: PRECEDENT MEDAL OF HONOR CASES 
 
This section analyzes the actions of other Medal of Honor recipients (both historical and 
present day) to show how the heroic actions of Henry Johnson are equal to or greater 
than those in this selection of cases. This analysis proves that awarding Sgt. Johnson the 
Medal of Honor would be wholly within historical precedent. 
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CPL Freddie Stowers, continued 

Similarity to Henry Johnson1:   

A century ago, to be an African American soldier was to be a second-class soldier. While the U.S. 
Army drafted both white and black men for military service during WWI, it segregated the soldiers 
by race and favored white soldiers for leadership, combat, and official recognition.  

Initially, the Army refused to train African American officers, and even after the black community 
pressured it to eliminate that discriminatory practice, the Army never placed an African American 
officer in command of white troops. In contrast, most African American units fought under the 
command of white officers.  

The Army also disproportionately assigned African American soldiers to labor as opposed to combat 
units. Of the 200,000 African American serving in France, only 38,000 (or 19%) were combat troops 
as opposed to the 1,000,000 (57% of the 1.8 million) white troops who were combat troops.  

Despite this discrimination, many African American soldiers like Henry Johnson, valiantly served 
their country; however, the United States has consistently failed to recognize their bravery. African 
Americans received honors abroad (Henry Johnson’s unit, the 369th Infantry Regiment returned 
from France as one of the most decorated and celebrated American units), but in spite of their 
obvious merit, no African American soldier from WWI received a Medal of Honor during his lifetime. 
In contrast, the United States has awarded the Medal of Honor to more than 100 white soldiers 
from WWI. Now, almost a century later, only one African American soldier, Freddie Stowers, has 
received a Medal of Honor for his actions in WWI. It is time that the United States recognizes that 
their “second-class” soldiers were in fact first-class heroes that deserve national recognition.  

The case of Freddie Stowers establishes a precedent for recognizing Henry Johnson with the Medal 
of Honor and continuing to correct past injustices. Like Henry Johnson, Freddie Stowers was an 
African American soldier who showed admirable bravery and selflessness in France during WWI, 
and like Johnson, Stowers did not receive any recognition for his actions despite recommendations 
from his superior officer.  

After more than sixty years, the injustice in Stowers’ case was corrected and his application for the 
Medal of Honor was finally approved in 1991. Unfortunately, since then, no other African American 
veteran from WWI has received similar recognition despite the glowing combat records of African 
American units. As Colonel William Hayward said in his official report on the 93rd Division: “It is my 
desire to record the fact that the regiment was under fire 191 days all told, and during all this time 
never lost a prisoner, a trench or a foot of ground.”2 French commanders have also said that the 
African American soldiers were the best.  

It has been almost 100 years since Henry Johnson defeated a German raiding party and saved the 
life of his fellow American soldier, and it is time that he too is recognized for his service and 
courage. 

1 By Lily Xu, Office of Senator Charles Schumer 
2 See Section 3.17 for Col Hayward’s full report. 



 

 



Specialist Salvatore Giunta, continued 

Similarity to Henry Johnson3:  A Modern Day Precedent Case mirroring the heroism of Henry Johnson 

Though ninety-two years after the Battle of Henry Johnson, Specialist Salvatore Giunta’s actions during 
the Afghan war parallel those of Sgt. Johnson’s. The case of Specialist Giunta establishes precedent for 
recognizing Sgt. Henry Johnson with the Medal of Honor. 

The two situations, during which Giunta gallantly risked his life to help his comrades, mirror the actions 
taken by Henry Johnson: Like Giunta, Johnson fought alone in order to save a fellow soldiers. More 
specifically, Johnson was also in a situation where he had to take on two enemy soldiers attempting to 
carry off one of his own, Roberts. Johnson killed the two men with his heavy knife. Johnson’s actions 
bought enough time for the American sentries from C.P. 28 to rush towards the battle and force the 
German raiding party to withdraw their wounded just as Specialist Giunta’s actions gave his element 
enough time to provide him security and eventually win the battle. Though Johnson did not provide 
direct medical aid to Roberts, he insisted that Roberts be attended to before him despite his injuries. 
Both Henry Johnson and Specialist Giunta went beyond the call of duty and risked their own lives to save 
those of a fellow soldier.  

 

3 By Ryan McEvoy, Office of Senator Charles Schumer 



 

 

Similarity to Henry Johnson: Both O’Neill and Johnson were forced to participate in hand-to-hand 
combat (even after Johnson had been wounded.) In their respective fights, both men sustained 
substantial injuries but continued to fight (and in the case of Johnson, to carry his comrade to safety 
after freeing him from enemy capture.) Both men’s actions resulted in the collection of valuable 
information from the enemy. 



 

Similarity to Henry Johnson: Although Gunnery Sergeant Robinson’s award is for two battles that took 
place in the air, while Johnson’s was a single battle that took place on the ground, the parallels between 
the two cases are still striking. Both men were attacked by a much larger hostile force and managed to 
almost singlehandedly repel them. And, even after being severely injured (both were shot and badly 
wounded), and after their weapons jammed, each continued fighting. GySgt Robinson bravely fought 
until he collapsed. But Johnson was able to carry his success further by saving his fellow soldier in the 
face of mortal danger and terrible wounds, and successfully cause the enemy to retreat. 



 

 

Similarity to Henry Johnson: Both men fell attack to a sudden attack on the part of the enemy. In an 
effort to save their fellow soldiers, both men placed themselves in very vulnerable positions and fought 
in close range of the enemy. Then, after being severely injured, both men continued to fight and were 
ultimately successful in killing enemy troops as well as making sure that the enemy had fled. 



 

 

 

Similarity to Henry Johnson: Katz and Johnson both, in an effort to defeat the enemy and simultaneously 
save a wounded comrade from death or capture by the enemy, placed themselves directly into the line 
of enemy fire. Both Johnson and Katz carried their wounded compatriots to safety. 

 

 

 



 

Similarity to Henry Johnson: Both men were forced to act individually in order to disable to enemy. Both 
men were armed with rifles (although Johnson’s was not working) when they made the extremely brave 
decision to single-handedly attack the enemy point blank. Both men’s heroic actions let to the defeat of 
the enemy, and the death of numerous enemy soldiers. Both men continued their heroism by assuring 
that the enemy made a full retreat. 



 

 

Similarity to Henry Johnson: Both men used grenades in order to successfully disable the enemy (despite 
Johnson’s injuries.) 



 

 

Similarity to Henry Johnson: Like Sgt. Johnson, Peck was on routine duties when he and his fellow 
comrades were attacked by surprise. As in Pvt. Peck’s case, Johnson’s comrade was severely wounded. 
Both soldiers totally exposed themselves to enemy fire in order to successfully save the lives in their 
comrades. 





Sgt. First Class Randall D. Shughart, continued 

Similarity to Henry Johnson:  A Modern Day Precedent Case mirroring the heroism of Henry Johnson4 

The heroic actions of Sergeant First Class Randall D. Shughart parallel those of Sergeant Henry Johnson. 
Although these heroes fought during different centuries on different continents, the actions of Sgt. First 
Class Shughart are strikingly similar to those of Sgt. Johnson, and thus the decision to award Sgt. First 
Class Shughart the Medal of Honor established precedent for bestowing this award on Sgt. Johnson. 

There are numerous similarities between these two cases. Firstly, both Shughart and Johnson fought 
heroically against an extremely well-equipped and larger enemy. Like Shughart, Johnson had no 
opportunity to receive support, so both men valiantly chose to proceed fighting with minimal resources 
at the risk of their safety. Like Johnson, Shughart put himself directly in the line of fire in order to protect 
wounded comrades. Like Shughart, who fought with only his sniper rifle and pistol, Johnson also made 
the decision to fight despite the obvious lack of necessary supplies and with severe injuries. Both men’s 
intrepid efforts resulted in the elimination of several members of the enemy force and saved the lives of 
their fellow, wounded comrades. Sgt. First Class Shughart’s ultimate sacrifice is a testament to his 
commitment to his country; likewise, the selfless actions of Sgt. Johnson are deserving of the Medal of 
Honor.  

4 Compiled by Ryan McEvoy, Research Aide, Office of Senator Charles E. Schumer 



 

Similarity to Henry Johnson: While performing normal duties, Loman and Johnson acted without 
assistance and placed themselves into the line of fire. Both soldiers were successful in killing members 
of the enemy force. Also, both soldiers (and in Johnson’s case, an injured one) made sure the enemy had 
made a full retreat before taking care of themselves. 



 

 

Similarity to Henry Johnson: Both men acted with minimal additional support in order to attack the 
enemy. In both cases, after having a comrade (or comrades) became casualties, both men acted 
individually to silence the enemy. In the case of Sgt. Johnson, this resulted in the saving of his fellow 
soldier’s life. 



 

 

Similarity to Henry Johnson: Both soldiers, after having been trapped in nearly impossible positions (in 
the face of machineguns in a sunken road and when greatly outnumbered in a trench with minimal 
additional support, respectively) made the decision to go on the offensive, and despite the injuries they 
sustained, used superior battlefield knowledge (via the effective use of hand grenades) kill several 
members of the opposing force. 



 

 

Similarity to Henry Johnson: Both men acted individually in order to save their fellows.  Like Bart, 
Johnson returned to fighting after an initial violent skirmish because not doing so would have resulted in 
the enemy being successful.  



 

 

Similarity to Henry Johnson: Both men, after seeing that their fellow soldiers were at great risk, put their 
own lives on the line by moving into open territory under enemy fire to reach their fellow soldier. Both 
Mestrovitch and Johnson further put themselves at risk by carrying their wounded fellows to safety (and 
in the case of Johnson, fighting through his own injury.) Although Johnson did not administer first aid, he 
saw to it that his comrade received proper attention after having been severely wounded. 



 

 

Similarity to Henry Johnson: Both soldiers directly exposed themselves to the enemy and in displays of 
great skill on the battlefield (both used grenades, and Johnson did not even have a functional gun to 
work with) were able to kill members of the enemy. Although Johnson did not take any prisoners, his 
actions allowed for the collection of important intelligence and supplies that was made available after 
the German retreat. 



 

 

Similarity to Henry Johnson: Both Dozier and Johnson were injured early after an initial attack by the 
enemy. Like Dozier, an injured Johnson went on the offensive in the face of a more powerful opponent. 
With the use of grenades (and Johnson without the use of a functional gun) both men were able to kill 
several of the enemy and gather valuable intelligence from German soldiers. 



 

 

Similarity to Henry Johnson: Facing a seemingly overwhelming opposition, both men (with Johnson 
acting alone) were successful in defeating the enemy forces. Like Mallon, Johnson was forced to fight in 
hand-to-to hand combat with the enemy and was successful in doing do. Both men placed themselves 
directly into the line of fire in order to save their comrades. Like Mallon’s, Johnson’s efforts resulted in 
the capture of important enemy supplies. 



 

 

Similarity to Henry Johnson: Both Johnson and Edwards, after having received substantial injuries, acted 
individually (and in trenches) in order to kill members of the opposing force. Like Edwards, Johnson’s 
decision to place himself directly into the line of fire resulted in a successful offensive attack. 



 

 

Similarity to Henry Johnson: Both men quickly made the decision to lead in a desperate situation. Both 
men individually advanced and with a disabled gun were able to retard the enemy’s advance and were 
forced to use the butt of their rifles as weapons against actively armed enemies.  In a similar manner, 
Johnson used his bolo knife and Allex his bayonet in spite of a gun. 

 



 

 

 

Similarity to Henry Johnson: After having been forced to retreat and under seemingly impossible 
circumstances, both men acted individually to return to fighting. Both men, without working guns 
(Adkinson with a bayonet and Johnson with a knife and disabled gun), were able to kill enemy soldiers. 
Also, both men were forced to fight in trenches. 

 

 

 

 







 

 

 

 

 

SECTION V 

Periodicals 

 





5.SECTION V: PERIODICALS 
 
This selection of news pieces, spanning World War I through the present includes articles 
related to The Battle of Henry Johnson. They cover the battle itself, General John 
Pershing’s praise of Johnson’s heroism, the dramatic “Welcome Back” parade for New 
York’s 15th, Johnson’s obituary, and several articles chronicling the previous attempt to 
get Johnson the Medal of Honor. In addition, the section includes articles written by the 
three journalists who personally toured the battle ground (and interviewed Johnson) just 
hours after the event. The objective of this section is to reinforce the primary source 
evidence, provide historical context, and show that despite the widespread fame of 
Johnson’s unusual heroism (and recognition from the French), Sgt. Johnson still was not 
officially recognized by his own country. (Note:     Articles that are difficult to read contain 
enlarged versions.) 
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Irwin Cobb was a famous Southern racist writer with one of the 
widest readerships in the U.S. at the time. Mere hours after the fight, 
he was one of the first three reporters to visit the battle scene and 
personally speak with Johnson. This experience famously marked a 
turning point in Cobb’s racist views. In this well-known and widely 
read piece (which some say marked the birth of the Harlem 
Renaissance), Cobb expresses awe and amazement at the tenacity, 
drive, and remarkable success of the African American units, with the 
Battle of Henry Johnson as his ultimate confirmation. He states: “If 
ever proof were needed, which it is not, that the color of a man's skin 
has nothing to do with the color of his soul these twain then and there 
offered it in abundance.” Due to racist roadblocks by Cobb’s editors, 
the article was published several months after the battle. 
 
This document is provided courtesy of the Library of Congress. 
 











ENLARGEMENT 

PAGE 1 of 4 
 



 

 







 



PAGE 2 of 4 
 

ENLARGEMENT 





 

 

 





 

 

 



 

 

PAGE 3 of 4 
 

ENLARGEMENT 





 



 



 



PAGE 4 of 4 
 

ENLARGEMENT 





 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 





 





 



NEGRO SENTRIES DRIVE OFF GERMAN RAIDERS: Bolo 
Knife Used By Darky Soldier in Hot Fight. (20 May 1918). 
Staff Writer.  
 
 

The writer is likely Thomas M. Johnson, who visited the battle 
scene soon after the initial three reporters. See the Slotkin 
evidence in secondary source section for more information on this 
report in the secondary source section of this application. This 
document is provided courtesy of the Library of Congress. 
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Px:pects to lla\·ro tht=~o men \\Pll gtounded 
in the- h"!:ll;lge b\ tlw ttmP thf'\. re
t('I\P. rhr-: ra11 rlttt \\Jil t.•l" thcn1 
"n\ er then:.'' 

MARRIAGE ANNOUNCEMENT 
~rr Jam("s H .\llcn \\I~hrs to ~,n

nounce Jus marn1c-t:" to :\frs Be.:th.l 
P.ond F1.;zic-r <•f :\ P.\\. Orlean!=, l..a. 
)ht'\ 1. t~"'lS l'-:~-.w urleans pap(rs 
rif" l~~ COP\. 

starter! \\lth 10 DefPnder~ In :March 
and nO"W ~ells 50 NlCh ·week. and his 
trade ts stlll gro\\ tng. He IS tn the 
::ixt h grad (I 3 t sehnoJ and Jast week he 
\\on a toronzr medal m the 60-ya1 d 
<ln•h 111 the Yonkers public school field 
<Ia ~· exet CISC!i. 

__ _... ____ _ 
New Draft Regulations Hit Harlern1tes 

::\'ew Ynrl<, :II<~Y 31 -Tile new draft 
1egulanong ,ecentl\" ts•ued by Pro,ost 
:\I~u:-:hal G£>net.d CtO\\dcr. 111 wh1ch 
\lnus£'(111 occupat10ns arc named for 
the gtlld.ul.c(' of 1 rg1~h.1nts of the class 
tl!C'Y h 1\ f' lh~()n 111 1.!'ed 1n. has set many 
ll .. ttlcmitC'~ "DrnJnS Tho!:ie \\ho nte 
< lL~:-~c r1 "'~ unu~efult~ employed are 
'\aJtt-lf'. e)P.\.ator opetators. doormen, 
fnutnlf ll \\ r.t kf't s 111 ,,In h.:..: hotPIS, 
... tnn .... o~ pd 1 ttno>nt hntl"'{' .. , e-re • pcu~ons 
C'(lf1l\t N~ tl \\1111 am \I~( ment:-<, those n1 
tl()nH <...UC ~eot' H'(" ancl tho~''\ flmployed 
n orlH'I" uwrt• tntllP Psta.hJp.;Jnn~nt'O: 

l'r•rjq· the nf>\\ re~ulauons )OUr iocal 
,,,.,,1 n can compel ~ou under ctrtain 
rt <.:tJlct ton.:-; tn ""(Jf'k othC'r and useful 
1 lllJll•n. mC"nt "t'l'e the 1 ule to be en
frH• d hv thP loC'al boorcl~ for thl~ clis
ll !f'l, lllcltl\ nf thf' I f"L:IStlclllt~ \\OUld 
"', ... .,Jc 11"W 10h"" fll C"OnnCCr!On \\•Jth 
tins 0rdfll' ,_;o, \\'IJttm·tn s proclama
tlnn t, f'btmp dn\\n tl~,~ lHI on the loaf-
fl"" tr d rn.1 1 ... tu:Flh· (>tW(tl\e h('gtn-
Jl\11.; ,Tunn 1 tht" Tiohm~on ant1-loat1ng 
),t'\l:, c;hnnl I mPctn thP compl~te T(IUt
lt'g of thP. notCt11••U~ Hnrleom \()nfers 

Attend Episcopal Convention 
Rrnn~hn. X Y :\lay :n-At the 

Fpp::rnpa) con' t~nuon of the Lonr.;- ls
l.tn•l di•JU o.;;p, hdr{ in (;:trC]('Jl ('Ill\ la~t 
\\tl"t, thr fnllo\\ltlS Btolnkl\n cletg\"
IIlC'I'l \\t?lf pt('-..f'•lt neo lt.tZtE't :\lll-
1pt• or :--t _\n~u~tlllP5 tP.ctor of the 
onh Jldll'-h nJ lhe r...tee m Lon,; 15-
l:ln i; X r'PH"r~~1)tl f~o,·d of ~~ Phil
lip's, \\"m t~. :\Icl,tnne~· o! ~lamaica. 
L I ,tnrl r. trfiPld How£'1l of ~t Bar
n tha.., ~t .\ ugusune ~ paru;h anrt the 
ITI1"'""'1fJt1"" <.;hO\\ ~l h<'::tlthy lllC'tf:'a""'f' ill 
~I••\\.rn nn(l <:tr·("ngth The conY{"ntton 
\"Otcd to pernnt "ornen tf\ 'ote at 
f'hurch £11ecttons on equal terms wtth 
mrn tn tho~c panc:;h~:':t wh~re the mem
lll'"r~ nf th~ \ P~tr~· g·t\ e their consent 
'fhJ~ wa~:: }Mll...rotl upon \ er~ fa, rH·ahl·~· 
Jw Re\· :\IJJlPJ" ThP con\ f'Ot ton al~o 
•"'fti"Prl to t:>nrlnr~c the [t-..fleral ptolu-

hltinn :uncnolmcnt. 

A NEW PICTURE 

OUR BOYS 
A beautiful Picture in Colors showing the Colored Troops, 

from Officer to Private 1 ready for the front. 
It is a picture that will stir Patriotism in the heart of every 

Negro. A beautiful work of Art. Size 16x20, in full Life tone 
colors, on an extra fine Stiper-Giazed paper, the surface of which 
has been Highly polished. 

This is a Picture that will appeal to and be appreciated by 
every Colored Person, and make a pleasing and attractive Decora
tion on any wall. 

SAMPLE 25 CENTS, POSTOFFICE MONEY ORDER 

A STIRRING REVIEW OF COLORED TROOPS 
ON POSTCARDS 

TRAINING, PARADING and MARCHING. Reproduced from 
Real Photo, and from All Camps. Printed on extra fine stock in 
Colored ink. No two alike. And other beautiful cards of Colored 
People. 

A SET OF 12 1 ASSORTED, 25c, OR 100 FOR 75c 
MILLIONS of these goods will be sold. AGENTS can make $10 
a day. Apply to 

ART PUBLISHING CO., 208 W. 64TH ST., NEW YORK 

fOR HAIR THAI WILL STAY STRAIGHT 

USt PAlM CRIAM ~PAlM Oil 
The ~nly '1lfe and guaranteed straightener on the market. Say, Clara, 
Mr. \V, would b!! a •ery handsome lOun_g man It It \\asn't tor his awfully 
bad hair, "oul<ln't ho? Oh, he's all right now; he had his barber treat hts 
hair w1th Pal111 Cream. and now he Is Simply a dream. Our Palm Cr~m 
wtll not only straighten ha1r, but will keep 1t stratght. Water or change of 
clirnato "lll not uf!ect It, We ha\e thou.sanrls and thousands of men today 
-men In all Walks ot ll!e throughout thiS COitntry, South America, the 
West Indies and various parts of Africa-using our goods. It Is not always 
that a manufacturer can succeed with his goods In his own ho111e town. 
He often has to seek fields far away. But not so with ws. We have suo· 
ceeded In our home. It you know a. barber In l\"ew York, write and ask hln1 
what he thinks of Palm Cream. Palm 011 Is an accessory to Palm Cream, 
as It grows the hair and keeps It beautiful. It your hair Is harsh and dry 
or brittle It needs Palm 011. If It Is sick, stubborn and will not grow It 
needs Palm 011 Palm 011 Is not that soft, greasy mess used by so many 
people tor tho hair. rt Is dry and neat: It will not grease your hat, but 
will g!Ye your hair that beautiful, :;lll<y, glossy effect so much 'lleslred by 
everyone Bls- Inducements otfere<l to agents. Special rates to barbers. 

PALM CREAM, $1.00. PALM SKIN WHITENER, 60c. PALM HAIR 
STAIN, 50c. PALM OIL, 35c. PAI..M FACE CREAM, 50c. 

Manufactured bY the 

HIGHLAND CHEMICAL COMPANY 
9 BRADY ST., CORONA, N. Y. PHONE 1529 PARTY W 

Palm Greaseless Cream for barbers espoc•ally, 8·oz. bottle, 50 cents. 

now has a. dramatiC cluh, called the 
Aurm·a Dramatic club\organ!zcd a. few 
"eeks ago It I• composed of the 
~-ounger set tn thl• eect!on, and Leon 
Chapman Is pr('slctent, Pearl Bynoe \•Ice 
president, and Helen Scott secretary. 
They mtend holding a reception In the 
near future. • llesdames Rangan. !I.Ittl'
ray and Blanks did excellPnt work last 
week In g~ttlng ont the women of the 
neighborhood to enroll The~- relate a 
few :j.nlusing expar!ences had with 
some of our women, who rafu•ed pnlnt 
blank to em oil, remarking that they 
clid not care tn vote Pe1·haps It these 
same \\'omen 11\",!'d In a section of the 
countt )" "here theY could not vote be· 
ca.usA of their color they would cars 
for the prl\"ll('ge. :\lore than one hnn
dred women or the Race were en
' ollcd f1 om thts ::;~ction. • Robert Scott 
\\ho Ji'CC11t1~· \\as appointed regular 
clerk m the Xew York postoffiee, has 
l'es!gned and gone back to his old em· 
ployn1ent in the printing business. 1111 

The d.ance gl\ en h~- the Lad!.,•' A ld of 
:O::t Barnabas dnuch at the rooms nf 
th~ C'olored Republican League re
Cel\·ed an <"xcellent attendance The 
mus1c h\.~ the :\Iontauk S~mphonv or
ch£"stra ".ts excellent. 

Williamsburg Nbtes 
Broo1t1Yn, :lla\' 31 -:llr. Palord of 65 

~·alton strret celohrnted the annh·r~
~ary of hi:; h1rthd.n· on Thm•da,- e\"Pn
tng, ).J:n· 16 llr~ P4tlortl prcsent~d 
lum \\lth n rliamnnd sca1f pin. The 
guest .... "Prr> n1.un • The )fu:;ses !\Jar\" 
unrl I..e\f'!lin .Johnson f:pcnt Saturd.ty 
\\ 1th th£~-Jr ~.:1ster :\lrs. Elmtra Y'clnrler
\'eer ... I1<"ntncP Graclen wa~ chn~tenPd 
at thP hom~ of h~t s-randpnrent:;:. :\Jr. 
and :\Irs Bin~ ham, 103 Throop a\ enue. 
The cerflnlon,· \\as wttnP~~e(l hl' a host 
l'f fnends and relati,·e"- • :O.!r Johns of 
Hamf'nn <1.\"enue t~ sicl-t • )fr"". )lorn
son of Dr()ad\\ a,_~ att~nded th~ funeral 
of her hrnther, \\'he> rllelf ,·en· suddPnlv 
of hc>art fcuhtr£' • :l.(r:-. Ftazu:-r of :O.I)r
tle a' f!ntte- has mo\·ed to 41 Throop 
avenue. • ~Irs Su•an Williams of 993 
::'1.1\rtl(' a'·~nn~ \\Otzlri hke to h~!tar from 
her ~on tn France. • )Jr~. !\[oore has 
tno\"ed to her new residence. ,31 :llyr
tle "' enue • :\lr. and :\Irs. Jr\lng 
Ptercn ga\•e a soeial ~upper to thC'Ir 
fnend~ on Sunday. ~Ia) 12. • A stlr
rme;- sNmon was preached to Club No 
1 of Mount Hebron ch11rch by its pas
tor. J -r.·. Bright. The officers are: 
Deacon ~"lllia~:~s, captain, Alfred 
Hackle\', secretary; !':Isler Bright, 
treasttrer 

Mu•ical Treat at Aeolian Hall 

NEEDHAM ROBERTS 
The two 150ldiers .serving their Race and their country "over there," who, 

displayed remarkable bravery and courage, When outnumbered by twenty•four 
Germans, these two heroes drove them away and saved their comrades from 
total destruction. 

Appreciates Our Work J Brooklyn Church and Society Note& 
Brooklyn, N. Y., May 31.-This 'office Brooklyn, N. Y., llay 31.-The danc-

recClves many letters commending It mg- public of Brooklrn had full oppor· 
for th~ wo1·k It Is doing m New York tunlty to enjoy themseh•es last week 
and Brool<lyn. The letter here repro· Thursday night, llaY 3, 1\IIss Mamie 
duced 1s from a prominent Brool<l)'n· Downing gave her annual dance at 
he anrl shows that our work Is being Sumner hall. The affair was largely 
appr.,c!at"d attended. • Frida)' night the Royals, 

• ::\'ew Yo1 k Office, the Chicago De· a new social club, held their first dance 
tender.-Dear Sir Please accept my at Shoobra palace. The spacious pal
sincere congratulations and thanks for ace was filled to capac!t~·- Edward 
the splendid article under the caption Ellsworth Is president and Wm. Sellas 
"~"omen Sllll Domg Dirty Porter \'Ice preeldent, Clement DeCosta., sec· 
""nrk,·· tn the DefP:nder of the 18th retary-treasurf!-r. and E Sellas, as
inst. Our women have a splendid op- slstant secretary, • :\Irs. Wm H Butler 
portunity to take the places of men of ~·limington, N. C., Is now making 
who have been caller! to tho colors In her hom& with l\Ir and llrs, A. C. 
the 'anous mdustnes of the cttv and Rhone of Bridge suect. • The funeraJ 
countrY and thereby Increase their o! G. 1\". Gcddmgs nr 13~ Johnson 
ea1mngs and at the same tm1e per- street was held last Sunday from his 
form a patriotic dut~· And there Is lato res1dence, Re,•. James lllannlng 
no reason why am women shoulcl lose officlatmg • Joseph !lllller of VIllage 
time, money and •elf·re~pcct pch"h,ng road, Conel', Island, has. returned from 
Ucl<et ,1gcnts' boot~. cleamng cusp!- n trip to \\limington, :-;, C., where he 
dew~. moppinr; tot lets, etc. ad nauseum. ~\as .called on. account of the lllne~s of 
'fhrnugh the courtesy of tlleu· supcrin- liS mother. nev W !!lpeneer Car· 
tendaniR r had the pleasm e 1 ecentl) penter. pru;tor of Bndge Street church, 
or gomg throu-h !h'P e•tablishments hDR returned to the City after a week's 
I B kl " - absence attendmg the annual confer
\e-re 1n roo ~ n, where I found Race ence at Elmira, N Y. * Sunda\• after
nomen and gtrls and "Jut& women noon '"11 be "Boys' day" at' Brtdge 
and glrlR working ~tde bl• side at de- Street A "!I! E church Re\• ~· s 
eent slnlled and unskilled emplo~ment, Carpenter, the pastor, ha's arra~ged ~~ 
i~ samtar;· butldlngs, and affil!atmg- Interesting program for the occasion. 
\\ tth the best of sp1rlt. There are nu· The cbJef speaker will be .Judge Rob
merous other places In Bl ooklyn and crt .J. ~-1 Ik!n, prestdlng judge of the 
m "!llanhattan whPre Race women and Children'" court. Others scheduled to 
Strlg m,ty ohtatn clean ~ ork. and just .Efle:lk arf": R l\I M<'ron~\· ~eeretar\" 
\\'h\' an)' should seek the mdJgn!tles of the Y. M. C. A Counsellor J L 
l'lf suhwa;· or "L" porters Is mcompre- Mitchell. Special m'IIS!c has been ar: 
hen~tb1e. It woulrl bo a blessmg ro ranged John D. DIXon, a valued em ... 
the Race If other Race \\eekl!es and ploy6 In the emtKJ"ation ser\'Ice, 1s 
other Rae~ lenders jomed you In the superintendent of the S11nday school 
effort to eliminate this odious acqmsi- Wm. Pope, secretar>'· D. P. Wllso..; 
tlon The dollar~ and cents earned b>· "-'111 act as master of ceremonies. 
Race "omen and girls for 1\:eanng 
caps and badges rna)' be honest!;· got· 
ten, but they are not very profitable. 
Very truly yo11rs, 

' SAMUEL A. GIBBS, 
·'65 S11mpter st., Brookl}"n, N. Y. 

Conductorettes Charged With Miocon· 
duct 

Billups in Red Crosa ~-!vo 
Xew York. l\Jay 31.-counsellor .PoPe 

Btllups \\"O.S on~ of the hard \\ orkers 
In the Red Cross dr1ve last week. 
speaking e\•ery e' ening at the New 
Cr~sccnt th~:>tcr, 3G-38 \\', 135th street, 
unrler the auspices of the Allied The· 
atrlcal and ::llotlon Picture team. The 
~flsses E\"elyn Belt y, Florence Rock 
and ~lr~. \"tctorla Ross acted as \'OI· 
unteer collectors during every per· 
formance. Last SaturdR> at 10 a. m 
the Xew Cresce::Jt ga\"e a henefit per• 
formance at \\ h1clt the entire receipts, 
\\ithout an}' deduction whatsoever, 
\\ere turned o\·er to the Red Cross. 

Arrested for Cutt1ng Woman 

Brothers of New York citY. gave a 
t•ery splendid actdreee ora "'Goal or 

of Goal." which "'" srea.tly &PDtrecl~ted 
by the men present. John c~ Dane;.> 
Jr., secretary of the Colored Big Broth
ers, and Charles Pierce. an overnea.s 
secretary of the Y. :r.r. C. A., alao 
spoke. Judge ~facLean was also pres
ent and spoke on the eh·ll rlshts Iaw 
which has j11st been enacted and called 
the men's attention to the tact that 
they have redress In the courts for 
an)· dtscrlmlna.tlon that might be per
petrated under this a.ct. • The "war
time campaign" organization Ia being 
perfected and many ot the captains 
have nearly their entire quota for the 
dftterent dl\.•isfons. Howev~r. ther& are 
some vacancies and any person de!!lr
mg to work In the ca.mpalgn to secure 
the $(5,000 needed to open the new 
building free of debt may do so by 
sending their names to this omce, 
135 \\'. 13Sth stret. 

Wibecan Suceeedo Hubert as Head 
Community Center 

BrookJ;·n, N. 1", May 31.-George 
Wlbecan, long Identified with commu· 
nlty work as chab·man of the Frederick 
Douglass CommunitY Center Forum, 
People's Institute, has Just been elect· 
ed as chairman of that center In rec· 
ognltlon of his work since the estab
lishment of the Forum He succeeds 
J. H. Hubert, who has resigned to be· 
come secretary of the National Urban 
League ot 1\lanhattan. Mr. Wlbecan 
will remain as Forum chairman until 
!all. On next evening, .June 6, a. pro· 
gram or talks and recitations will be 
held In Public School 83, Schenectady 
avenuE'! and Dean street. Ferdinand 
Q. Morton, assistant district attorney 
Of :\lnnhattan, will be the chief speak
er. The oecasaon "'~ln be kno~:n as 
Dunnar mght and there wlll be Inter· 
pretation• of his "ork by Madame 
Fanme DeKnlght and Mrs. Blanche 
\\"ade Wright. -------

Yonkers Notes 
Yonker~. X Y Ma3• 31-Walter S. 

Bray, ~:rand sect etary of K. of P .. New 
York state, \\as '!siting Unity lodge 
of Brook!) n at Its last meeting, • The 
Missionary soclet)· of the :\1. E church 
held thetr ann11a1 con\·enuon on Sun
day last. There were delegates pres· 
ent from all the local ''lllages. A great 
many tOPICS were brought before the 
house for dlscltssion and work planned 
tor the ensuing )ear • llrs Johnson ot 
Culvl'r st l1as closed her home for the 
summer months anrl has gone to Ver
mont to spend the summer. accnmpa ... 
nled -by her daughter, :'111ss J. B. John· 
son. • ~Irs Pauline Sno\\ den ot ~lan
hattan motored through Yonkers. 

I 
Fail to Elect Any Delegatee 

New York, May 31.-Last year 
branch No. 1. l\"atlonal ABHOC!ation or 
Postoffice Laborer~. sent four Race 
delegates to the national ronventton In 
Boston. This year. though the men 
of our Rae~ outnumber the whites in 
the organization two to one, they failed 
to elect a sin~le rlelegate to the St. 
Louis cnm•er.tlon. to be h"ld there In 
September. The ballots were marked 
with the names ot twenty candidates, 
ten of the Race and ten whites, the 
two who rer.el\·ed the highest number 
ot votes being the delegates elected. 
The men, who could ha\'e ea.,tlY car
TIEd any t"~< o candidate•, apht their 
tickets, malung It easy tor the two 
elected delegates to Rhp tn This Is 
•Imply another example of lack or 
Race unity. 

~--------- HAIR NETS 
, LARCEST MAIL ORDER HOUSE OF 

REAL- HUIAI·-~cREOLE-
HAIR 

Hand-Made Natural Hair Wigs 

Xe\\ 1"ot k. )!a) 31.-The benetlt con
cert gl\ en by the ;IIusJc School Set· 
tlement last :.llonda~· night at Aeolian 
nnll was: a "ondcrful dtsplay of Race 
talent m mus1c. composition and sing. 
<rs. The Clef club smgers and pia~ ers 
also ~nterta,ned, and the triplet oo
tette and Southern melody male quar
tettP Wflre 1n ~xcPII~nt form ~T Rosa
mond Johnson "a~ director. A large 
a11d1ence enjoyed the hlgh·class per
fornlance. 

NEW YORK CHURCHES 
Ra<~h ~l,.morhl A. l! E' ZJon-:iS t\0 ""· 13Srb 

St. Ref'. Cro~ k. paetor. s ... rc-Icu 11 a. m. 

3I:t~~r5 lt\}~· A. 
5 ITdaE ~l~"l~f1n~·3~1Kilt m~t ReT. 

Bron-n pustor Ser"rl(eS 11 ft. m. a.n4 S p m.;: 
Sundny f'Cbool 2 30 p. m 

l"ntc,n .\> ~~ l-~ -100 W. lll~~;t st ReT W. W. 
Pr1m ... raster. S:"r"IC~:t 11 n m. and S p m., 
Sund:tr !;Cbool lit 2 p m 

Eml!lnut11-l:it) ·w. 131Jih st. ReT. Rfrlutrd 
Bo)deO, J)&StJlr, S~rTICU 11 8, J:!l ttQij S p IlJ I 

Stwtla' ~C'h• ol z Jl m 

Brooki~·n. K Y, )lay 31 -The WIS· 
<1om of this paper's ntt1tude agam~t 
the emplo~ tng of our 't'lomen as por
ters on thesP dir1:-· ele\·ated stauon::; 
and depots was once more ably dem-
0;1"'tratNl la~t week "hen charges ot 
lmmoraht~· were lorlgea agamst se\eral 
White "omf'n conductms l\ orlung on 
the B. R. T lines. As a result of these 
charges fi\'e Witnesses appeal'ed before 
th£' J{mg~ count\· gr&nrl jur~· \\-.ndne~
dtn to trstlh tn ~ome of the lndecPnt 
things thf'y had sePn. \Ytlluun 8te
bert. "- company inspector, testifymg 
for the Brouklyn Rapid Trans11, ~aid 
Jmmoral acts '\·ere imposs1bJe. as thl! 
tef't rooms at all tbe depots are in 
charge of matrons ln,·estfgauon 
showed that the only "rna Irons" at the 
depots were the porter women, usually 
bu~J~ \Hlh the ct,Sfhdor. la,·arot·tes. etc 
.\.ttorncy Harry LeWIS ot K1ngs county 
~a>s he will "eed out these unde>ir· 
able women If he Is compelled to force 
an women conductors off the cars. 

New "l.'~rk, :lla\" 31.-Tom Ga.sklns, 
aged 31, 230 -r.·est 64th ~treet, a. well 
known character on the lower "·est 
Elde, "as arrested last Saturday night 
charged \\'lth cutting his sweetheart, 
:\IIss Eliza .Johnson, with a. ktteben 
knife. The "'oman was serloltsly h11rt. 
Gaskin was locked up hy Officer ~·m· 
.therbergcr <>f the 38th precinct and was -1 
later held In the Hetghts court for :II 
trial under u,ooo bond > 

Transformations, Switches, 
Puffs, Plaits, Bangs, Coronet 
Braids, that can be combed 
the same as your own hair. 
Human hair for sale by ounce 
or pound. Hair nets. 

~t !ll:lr1-:'~ "[. E -H~~. 't'.. 'W. IJ 11rllnk~. pnl 

:{Hri ~-~~~:}{('s:! 1 ~ n.m ~· ~tef~·~ 1~1b~ .. ~la•:.uo:i 
saf~mm\I 1-r~{,~ I4!~~g~t Bnd Li!D""E an. R-•· 

I • A Cullen. pa..tnro. SPnl~a 11 a. m. 11ntJ 
S p tn •• SuJJday o:rbf"IOI 2 p. m. 

Attr~'stnlaa BapttH-l\. -4Cth st anti Sth au 
ReT A C'byt.-.n Po~·~ll pasMr S•n lceA 11 
o. m and 8 r m Sunday schM1, 2 30 r. m. 

Ualon B~:r,ll!>t-204 t\• R3d ct ReT", G H. Slms 
{'asrur ~ervtce~ 11 •· m. and & ~. m.: Sun' 
day s('bMt. z p. m 

)lt OlfH~t Rnlitl't-W. 6~11 sta R~T W. P 
IT~·N~s paf;tor. s~r'fteu 11 a. m. sad. 8 p. m.; 
S1mday f!cbcol. 2 p m 

MPtropolltan BHpUsr-·w 13Sth F.t. RPT W. W. 
nrl)""· pa .. tol. Sen·tees 11 e. m acd. S p m.· 
Suofla,.. s-chool :! p. m. • ' 

St Jam~ .. Pr,.~hJ'III"rlan-39 W'. JS7'tb d. R~T. 
Fran!.': llTder. pastor. Sen·fcu 11 a. m. and 
1'1 p m :O:unrtat fi('hoo1 ~ p m. 

B tbel :\f, E --:.: W. 1:,!,M, st lif''T' A R. 
COf'rPr, [IB"'tor. ~enlc~s 11 a.m. and S p. m.i 
~unitat' ~chOnl. :! p. m 

St (',rprl~tn l' E.-lit '\\• 63r:1 bt. Re"". Joba 
son, ret:tor St>rvtces 11 a. w and S J.' m. 

~~ PhUitJ"s r E' -l\" l33d at. Hutebln:;" Rlsbop, 
reetor 

St~e~t~~l.d'jt~: ~;;:-FG('~~~~~ ~~tto~?n-~!~m~~t~~ 
lltHnY 11 n. m., Sunday Ecbool !l SO p. m. 
F~TPDiDJ: 8 p. m. 

llarlcm Congre-gallonaJ-2."1> W. !38th ~t. R~.,.. 
W. W. H9tder. mlol•tt>r. Sf"nkcs 11 a. m. 
and & p ru., Sundn'f' tot'hool :! iO " m. 

Churrh of St. Ban~dlt't the '-loor (Roman Cntb. 
oi\1")-'H:! ". :J'I1l ,.t, R*'v fhnmas 0"1\Pcre. 
postor. Low ma~>s Rt S n m: lliRb outF!i at 11 
a. m • Sunday seho.;.l 2 p. m. Class of in· 
l'!trurtlon enry :uoc!l.ar at s p, m. 

Mother Zion A :U E. Church-1st \\•est 136th 
lit nev. J. w Dro"'n· pastor. :s~rTfCe3 1\ 
n. m. and 7 ,4:i p 1lJ : Sunel<\V &cbooJ, :2 v. m. 
nartlsm and communion evtr7 sec<'nd Suutln7 
Ht 3 p. ru. Lrccum. 4 p. m .. \'. c. E. 6 :10 
p m. Praf'er ml"etlnsr Friday night 

I:nton .\. )1. E. Cbl1rcb-109 Wc&t l3lat st. ~T. 

~\"p \\~ ~~~:;';;t.~a~~~~l S~~;~c~~ !i. a. m. aod 
St Jul'!e's Cbopcl-27 Wt>Rt ~Oth :tt ni!Y .• r. 

w. Jlo\vard, rectnr. SenlrP!; conduc:tPd 1n 
Cntb""<lral (J( St John the DlYiol"'. St Nlcbo· 
las nv, 

St. pfinrdtrt the ~fMr Roman catbnll~ Church
West !l ht .. t RP'\". Thomu lJ O'K~f!fe, ~as 

~':_~;;pc:S~'J ~~5:;. ~ :uu~Y ~~t~oT."~"·1'.11m~· m., 
Brooklyn, N. Y., Churches 

llt. t.Phnnoo Dopt!~t-Howard and H~rklmer 
stR, Rev J. W. Hnmlln, pastor. SerTices 11 

x:;.~~De8 ~~n~leg:;.oo~~B!w~c!~~. ~rni("~· pas. 
tQr Strvlces 11 a. m aDd 8 p m ; Sunday 
E('bool. ~ 31) p m. 

BridGe Str('et A. :\f. E.-309 Bridge st. ner 
W. S~encPr Carpt'ater putor. Ser.-lt"es 11 
a m. IDd 8 p. m.: Sunday- licho()t, 2 p. m. 

Cooeord Baptl!t-.\delphl it and M1rth! ••e 
Re-r. )((111!'t, pastAr. Services l1 u. m. and 8 
p. m • SundnY scboot, 2 p. m. 

t'nlnn BAtbE.II A !o[. E -scbetlfiCtndy &wll. and 
Dean et. Uor. E. 0. WIIMn, put.,r. Scnlees 
11 e. m end 8 p, m •• SUnday acbool. 2:30 
p. m 

Berean Baptfst-'Ber&eo st. and Ro~:best'-'r aTe, 
n.e'" A. c )faltbew!'. pastor. Str•Jces 10:30 

sta. rtght~~: ~. PE.~ialbUD8::a ·:t~·N~ Fet::Soa 
Bd'rd. rector. Communion, i :1, m : serrlees, 
11 a m. ~t1'ul 8 tJ m.: Sunda,. t:cboo1. 2 p m. 

Fleet Street A. \f. E. Zlnn-ReT. P. -"· Wal· 
lace, ratsor Service; ll a. m. and B D· m. 
Sundar c:cbonl. 2•30 p. m. 

stBJl.::trb::~t~r. E c;~~~o~~"'er~~jkf.br~1·~~~~ 
cby. 7:30 a m. &114 11 a. m., Sunday Rhool, 
:1 p .... 

Frt~"nd~blp Bapthtt-Eut New York. Her. w. 
F'. Dowdtr. pastl'lr, Senlc«!s 1l a, m. ao4 8 
p, m.: Suuday school. 1.8() p. m. 

St. ..\uguatlae 1\ E -G!Mrge Frazier YIJJ~r. 
rector. Communlna ftrat Sunday la caeb mGntb 
at i a. m.: arrmoo d.t 11 a. m.; Sunday 
school at 2·30 p. m. 

Sllaam Pre~byterlan-Lafa.Jette lote. Rn·. 7, E. 
liarner. pastor. Senlces 11 a. m. and 8 
p m ; ~undnv sehool 2 p. m. 

Bf"than.r Baptlst-Re". K. L. Warren, J)Utor. 
Srr,.tces at 11 a. m. and 8 p. m.; Sunday 
sebool. 2 p. m. 

~~r~::r,ll;~b~~~ror.Bafj!~.r?~~C:H~~kim~r ~f.: 
SPrvlc cs 11 a. m. and 8 p m.: Sunday scboot, 
!! l'· m 

Charged With Forgery 
Xew York. "!l!a~· 31-\"ernon Harris, 

1,, 140 ~· 136th street, was locked up 
last Fr1day charged with steahng a 
pay checl{ of :llrs Hqrtense Simmons, 
h\"Jng at 69 \\". I 35th street, whose hus
band is a sold1er In France. )!rs. Sim
mons heat d the letter earner·~ whistle 
\Yednesclay morning, but failed to find 
anv mail in th~ box. Sh<> nollfled the 
pollee, wh•cl> lead to Harris' arrest hy 
Detectives Shiclrls and Lennon of the 
Fourth bt a ncb detect!\ e bureau, "here 
they ho.ve had 11umerous cotii.Pln1nts 
that soldier allotments were not leach
Jng th~ proper per~nns The rletectt\·es 
seizer! Harris after he passed the check 
for Sl~O m a s~tloon. He admitted 
cashing the check, hut satd It& did not 
steal It, HarrJs sntd o.l. mnn, whose 
name he gaY<> to the pol!C<', told him 
that he \\ould give !urn So and th& S4 
he owed him If he "ould ca~h the 
check. Capt. ~lcKenna •atd he thought 
the entitled p"rsons should call for 
their :tllotments 

Argument Ends in Cuttinp 
Kew York, :\lay 31.-Becau•e the 

\\ ater was not hot enough to sutt one 
of the tenants. Denatha E. Holland. ~4 
)"~at s of age, 112 ~·. 13~d street, jan!· 
II ess In the house, was se\ crely cut 
on the head and body last Thursrlay 
afternorm, l\!ay ~3. According to lllrs. 
Holland, Minnie ·watson, who 11\·es 
acros• the hall from the Holland fiat, 
complained that the water was not hot 
and blamed ~Irs., Holland for lt. An 
argument <>nstted and during the quar. 
rei the \Vatson woman threw \\ ater on 
the janltress. A tight followed, and, 
so, 1\Irs. Holland told a Defender man, 
when she started Into her flat i\l!·s. 
\\"atson c11t her with a kitchen knife. 
An ambulance was called from the 
Harlem hospital and after being treat. 
ed there by Dr. Portner for deep lacer
ations or, tile scalp, breast and chin, 
the woman ref11sed to remain and re
turned home. Late~durlng the day 
the case was taken to the Wa'ihington 
Hetghts court and dismissed. 

BUSINESS CHANCES 

UNBRElAKABLE COLORED DOLLS 
The Derry & Ross Toy :uanutacturtug Cc. ll 

now befog tne:>rpora ted for $10,000 Subscrlf'• 
tiona, IG a .,bare. Capital &tock: colng fast. 
The onlr factCJry tn the couutr.r maklnl:' un· 
hreakoble COLORED DOLLS, 'l"edd7 Jleara, Coto 
and all klods or HtUlfed to:vR: GWGt'd and con· 
trolled b:r COLORED PEOl'LE: JITIDg omplor· 
meut to a 1ar~e nuJJlbtr ot their o~n. No to;rt 
frnm G(lrmany on oerount ot the unr ... 01\·lnl 
to inereased number ot orders from large white 
firms. factory must ~ tnlarged. Colored Doll:;, 
$1.GO. Subarrlbe DO\\'. $:J a share. Open eTen· 
lngs, BERRY & ROSS, 311-38 Weot 18~tb St., 
Sew York CltJ'. Phone. Hlllem liOO, Third }Joor. 

THE GREAT 
WILL 

GROW 
HAIR, 

Witt ~eop 
ha.tr straight 
without use 
ot comb. 

H'AIR GROWER 
our method of treating the llalr 

with HOT OIL gl\es most surprls· 
ing res11!ts (to both MEN and 
~·o:>IE~J-

SPECIAL OFFER 
As a convlocPr ~ w111 &t>od 7ou pre· 

patd 1 ja.r Growu, 1 Mttlt: AutUn Olt 
Toni~. 1 bottle Glol!l'!lae-ALL FOR ONE 
DOLLAR AND YOUR ADDRESS. 

Learn the INDOL system ot Hair 
Culture !nii$15. Regular price $25. 
Send for· free booklet. 

INDO LABORATORIES 
CORPN. 

2257 7TH AVE., NEW YORK 

CULTIVATE 
BEAUTY 

A Youthrul, healthy appearance 
Is yours, luxuriant hair all_d a clear 
complexion, by using ;lime. Rose's 
Hy-QuaUty Preparations. 

Cold and Vanishing Creams tor 
cleansing and beautifying; Brll
llo for preserving and promoting 
the growth, absolutely test proof. 
Face Powders In all shades. 

ACHIEVE SUCCESS 
BE PROSPEROUS 

W,e teach an advanced method 
of personal culture, sclen title !a
cini and scalp treatments, mani
curing and massaging, Marcel and 
French waving. Special cour11o 
taught by ma.U. Pamphlet free 
on request. 

MME. ROSE'S 
LABORATORY 

FURNtsH~~ooMs TO RENT 2288 Seventh Ave. 
STRICTLY PRIVATI:; FUR~ISBED ROO)IS. 

lo TlsJUn~: tbe t'ltS exeellen.t ac:c:ommndatfna• N y k C't Dept, C 
can- b• obtained ., tbe Dillon Iiou•e. By dOT I ew.. or I y, 
~~o;";f:~tls~ W. 135tb et., N. Y, C. A.lfli .. _________ ilie _______ .. 
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A Real Hair Crower 
Found at Last 

Mme. Baum's Well
Known Hair Success 

Per Jar 35o and SOo f I 
Mme. Baum's Fac• Bllfaoh -
and Skin Whitenor'50 WE CAJlB.'I rJU: LA&G£:or 
Liquid or Cream, per c STOCK Ill Sl'lLAIGHTUlliG 
jar or bottle........ COXIIB. 

Mme. aaum'• cotdSO HA2l1Dazniii-"' :r o o L .. 
Cream, for C!eanoing c WEAVING FlUKES. JU.OK· 
the Skin •. ,......... L:ERS, ~-O~~t,~CBmE&, 

MME. WALKER'S TOILET PREPARATIONS 

Mme.eaum'a Famou•60C I Mme. aaum'a Cr•olo 36C 
ShampoD for Cleans• Face Powder, 
ing the Hair, per box per box ••••..•••••• 

Mme. Baum's Hair Emporium, Inc. 
P. 0. Box 145, Penn. Terminal Station 

NEW YORK CITY 

SEND FOR CATALOGUE 
MentiDn th• Defende~ 

.HAIR DRESSERS I 
$1 15 Each i11 l~>t• ~tf 3 or M•re. ez 

• ~ingl• OrdlrJ, Eaeh .......... • 

IS WHY THE 'MASTER' STEEL STRiiUTEIINO 
COMB DOMIN&"fES IND ALWAYS WfLt· •· ... 

It ll Ute only ~otn.llbteur whleh hu 110 lllllltattoaJ. 
Ita •••D d1otrlbutloD or lloo.\ !roll> out tbo mo•t otui!Mnt eurla l~t• PllrfHtl:r •~ 

uu:l lust.ltlua 1tn.nda. 
It re•e&la &fter uslnl' for ane thlac. 7'8111' OQnl natural 11'0Wth of h&ir, with belthb ef 

odde4 boaut7, wlthout IDl' otborwloe fo.l1<1 llllr &4orumonto. 

I ~ ~~=~~~ ~!"tt t:h:""~t::'R :: •• ~~ .W. 10,000 upon Jlatrueuon. 
It will lut ,.ou o. llfotlme-o.n4 can tlu!n lie laudod dowa. 
Jttlet ftJr tJt.ree er moN. n.n each; ta dDI'lt! ort.n. '2 ea8b. 
Caab or mon•J' erder mud accom.p&n:y all or4en. 
Addren 

THE 'MASTER' COMB CO· 
103 WEST JtlST STIIZET, Slii:rE llo. II, DW 70al: OUT 

Free! Free! Free! 
A Genuine Diamond Ring, Value $100:00. Solid 14k Gold Bracelet. 

Value $50.00, to agents of 
THE NEW NEGRO, Radical Race N•wspaper, Magazine and Review 

\ 
\ 

Write your name and address plainly, and send %5 cents for AGENTS" ....,p~,, 
' outfit, termts, etc., to ., 
t. THE NEW NEGRO, 118 W. 134TH ST., NEW YORK CITY ~~ 
I ' 
~. ; -

•• 
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NEW YORK AND BROOKLYN NEWS 
Man Who Whtpped Col. Hayward Pens Letter 

to Private Johnson's 
Sold1ers Exonerated 

Crown Oil Stock 
Is Coing Up! 

There Will Be a BIG AND QUICK 
ADVANCE in the Crown Oil Stock! 
WHY HOT BUY IT NOW, FDR QUICK PROFITS? WE URGE IMMEDIATE ACTION 
CAPITAL $3,000,000, fully paid and Non-Assessable. We have about 40 producing wells, and 
dr1lhng more every day. The company owns over 51,373 ACRES of the best Oil Lands in four 
states: Texas, Kansas, Oklahoma and Kentucky. This is a safe and sound investment. 

PRICE OF SHARES $1.25 EACH. WILL SOON GO, TO $3, S5 OR MORE 
Buy now 1f you want to make the profits. Not less than 30 shares sold to any one. 

Quarterly 1'"~ar1y 
Dl\ldends. Dl\ ldends 

CASH OR ~ 125 cash buy& 100 shares $ 600 $ 2400 
250 cash buys 200 shares 12 00 4800 

10 MONTHLY 
37S cash buys 300 shares 1800 72.00 
500 cash buys 400 she~ res 2400 9600 
&25 cash buys 500 sh3res 3000 12000 

INSTALLMENTS 1,250 C'!Sh buys 1000 shares 6000 24000 
6 250 cash buys 5000 shares 300 00 1,200 00 

12500 eash buys 10,000 shares 60000 2,400 00 

We pay the above d1v1dends w1th only 10 per cent of the Property as yet developed. 

SUBSCRIPTION BLANK 
A!.l DIVIDENDS ARE PAID EVERY 3 MONTHS 

Cut out and mail ih1s apphca!Jon for as many shares as you want. 
I H J'ORTF:R & CO, 

23Go Se\enth A\e New "York Cit> 

neat Sir l hereb~ put chase shares or the capltal stock of 

at $ll. per •hare and am enclostns herewith $ tn :~~~:) pa~ ment for same 

Name 

Street 

City and State 

I. H. PORTER & CO. 
Phone 9765. 4030 Morningside. 2306 TTH AVE~, NEW YORK CITY 

\ ft 

Arthur Jackson Stabbed :ly 'N1fe, Ed1tor R. S. Abbott Dined 
HARLEM 
HAPPENINGS 

en Ser•ou& .Condatton 

New Yorkers 
TAKE NOTICE 

Please send your socml and 
fraternal notes for publication 
1n The Defender. Address 

' same to Soc1al Editor, 40 W. 
!35th St, New York C1ty. 

PER BOX 35c 

at the Famous Libya 
~"'v \ork June 21-R s Ahl>ot, 

0'1\ ner an<l puhll~he1 of the <'hlcagn 

BY MAIL. 35c 

' 'NU .. LIFE'' 
THE GUARANTEED HAIR GROWER 

Nu L1fo preparation pos1t1vely g1ves New L1fe to the ha.r. Nu Lofo 
has won 1ts tremendous success wholly on mer1t Nu L.1fe lubr1ea\es the 
scalp Nu L1fe mv1gorates the roots Nu L.ofe feeds tnc t1ssues Nu L.>fe 
promote• the growth Your money refunded of Nu L.1fe fa1ls Nu L.1fe 
System IS ~n educational system 

Full course '" all branch~>s of Beauty Culture $25 00 payable weekly 
Address Mme Estelle, 

NU·LIFE COLLEGE 
72 W 1330 ST YORK CITY 

New York City Wonderful Bargains 

C1t1~ens' Un1on Issues 
Annual Crtt>cosm of Leg1slature 

:'\ew York June 21- rhe commltt<'e 
on leJ;lslauon of th~ < lt11;ens U m m 
last "eeJ ... made publtc It:; tnnua1 J enort 
on the pcrti'OJMJ recm ds uf ~lanh 1tt 1n 
ancl Rr onx .u;~embh men Jn fo1 num.: 
Its judgment the commo•tee s n s that 
It con•1dered mamh the attitUde of leg
lsfatO>• to\\ard measmes cspCCI Ill' .11-
fecrlng 1'\e'' 1 or k crt\ ~tnong- us 
comtncnt::! tt 19 tnteJ c:~ttn~ to note the 

lfolln\\ing on A•semlll\m '" 1:dwa1d A 
J<hn•on •Johnson Ed\\ trd A tRPP 
l&th d1st1 oct)-:-.:c\1 membe1 Promot 
ed tne umres of tmpm In nee to his con• 
st1tuene} but lus'.tttnu<le to'l\ <trd gen
eru.l cttv legP-:lnuon \las disappointmg 
~I1ght de\ clop With cxpedence"' -------

lndoct Deteetoves for Brobery 
-"'"" York June 21 -Detectives 

Chat Jes .McGowan uuJ "Ilharn ~nnet 
ntta.ched to the Fourth br nnch bur e lU 
\Ye:st 12}d ::::heet \\ere held b\ .Judge 
:\lc1nt\ 1 cut Genetdl Ses~nons last \\eek 
fu $5 000 lJalJ f01 lr! l} on l Chal gc of 
attemptPd b1 ihe1 ' ~r tlcolm \\ 1lght 
no\\ in the Tombs a\\ ntm,;; sentence 
swore th,tt the h-.: o men Jli om1st'd to 
obtum the relem;e of Ins brothc1-m-la'l\ 
'Vt1hant Tn' lor nrrc:-~tcd for hll;hn:a\ 
robbet' on PH,mr-nt Q( $10• '\r1~!1t 
clc~Jms that b~cause he .gale thPm tlnh 
$o0 out of the prom1~cd $100 He "a" 
clrl eHted Jn U.llOthel ca~C 1 110 llld!Ctmcnt 
wns returnerl and as a result D~tec
tl\e l\JcGov•an, \\ho tcRtJhed 1n that ca~e 
lo fu1 thet cltargecl With g" lng false 
teshmon~ before the grand ju<' -------

Does Not ObJect to W1fc's Affiruty 
r>ew 1ork June 21-Addlson BoJd 

nho~e \\lfe is claimed t, he •' "hlte 
woman told :\1ctS'JStl atr. ~orne !I Jn the 
domesttc relutJons court last week th 1t 
he d1d not care If his \\lfe In ed \\lib 
another man as long rw h•s two chil
dren "ere pro\ lde<l fo1 Bo~ d wa• in 
COUll on t complaint mRdc b\ h'" 
\\ife nho said he had sent tht'lr two 
childt \'1\ to the countr\ and r~fu:.;ed to 
dJsdo~("' then4 

'" he1 eal oub; The "om 
an. '1\ho lh<'s at 61 \Vest 99th street 
Fald tl1ut •h" desn od aece•s to the 
children at least occuslonall' Tho 
court ordered Bo\d who worJ,s for tltl' 
dc)JOt qua.1 ter master. to pa' his WJfc $~ 
a nee!< towards her NIIPPOI t 

The Alma Beauty Parlor 
31 West 135th St, New York C1ty 

You Can Earn $25 Weekly 
Prosperity Means $$$$$ 
Happiness and Wealth 

D!' nm,. 111 pror('~!ilnnt~l woman tiiPJo !h~> ,.n 
~lronrnPoh nr cui turf' rPtlnem('nt fi.Ud "~'11th 
Thl! llf'rtrr thl' ""n t:~'""rul the llappJ J Ire-
Ill~ t lft> 1\ Prth 1\ bJJr. tf mn~h tl11• linn,~lf:'tl~,. 
acqulrf' J II fhf' Art or lfnlr Jrt"" ... fD,:: All I :\Jnnl 
curing and lb s1 tera.J hrnnebr"' 

START NOW-TODAY 

Entn bitnri"OI'JlP. fi.418rle!i rlurlng u-n r Urues 
Po~ltlnno walling :ClnHt r('qnirC' 1 frtJDl .. to 4 
Wf'f'l;"' 

Da.ily Clau"• rrt~m 10 11 m tn 2 fl m 

Mme Walker System 

OUR SUCCESS SUCCEEDS 
BECAUSE IT IS 

SUCCESSFUL TO YOU 

PhonP \Jnln fi"'.Jl 
Sanotary Haor 
Dressing Parlor 

Little Jamarca Stowaways Returned ltwc u J nr IUtlfl I ro 
~e\\' "Yotlr JunP ~t-Geo Brand·! ~tmep~lc\~rnlk,ls 

'\\!e>JI i \eats om .. tnc:l Alfred Dtum- syr;tPru 
mond 11, t\\ o little lads from Jnmalea, 102 DUtrteld Sl 
B '\"\ 1 were found sto\\ert awa\' 1n Brookl1n 
the coal hole of a ste tmet from Cen• iri;atem H~~tll~ 
ttnl Ame11ct which lllt\ecl at an At· tntDpl""h~ <"onrtce 
Jant1c port last week Tho lads when $ 01 Eaar 1 arments 
questioned said th£"• were orphans and -----------------
wanted to enh•t in the United Stairs 
nav~ Tile~ we1e ordered Ieturned to 
Jamaica on the next ship 

When in New York 
REGISUR AT 

The Chicago Defender 
OFl'lC~ 

40 W. 135J'B STREET 

Tabb's Quick Lunch 
A Clean, Up 'l'o Dnte Place to Dine 

Our Sp~c1alt~ Good Coffee and South 
ern Cookmg Largest Btll of \ •pet1es 

In New Yorl .. 
566 Lenox Ave. Now York 

Ne\ er Closed Tables fo1 L:tdles 
T C Tabb :Manager 

When you meet our .advertisers 
express your apprecratJon of thetr 
retronase of this paj::•r. 

,\IH•rtnl<"nt hou~ec; lift\ Jill\ at~ Jl<.::o llnr: :tnrl ''' 1 ftmlh 11nust>s Lnng 
Jo~;:hud tnd ~f>, .. TC'JSC'\ s:eHn .. r nm hntl!':f"> lt ramtl L Jun unn netr I ~r 

s1 rnnm hou<.:r- m :\lcrtHk Ptrk 1iln1ltt.:a ctnt H.t ~'tel{ !':f"'W 
f ntr lf' rms are the }o\\-

Phone Mornongs1de 6522 

coLUMBIA G~FDNDL~s ® 
RECORDS, PIANOLA ROLLS AND SUPPLIES 

LATEST RECORD AND MUSIC ROllS 
ALWAYS IN STOCK 

FOR CASH OR CREDIT 

Dreazen Grafonola Shop 
475 LENOX AVE. 

Near 134th St. Phone Morningside 6622 
Sound Proof Mus1c Room for Convenrence of Tryrng 

Out Records 

~500 REWARD IF I FAll TO CHOW HAIR 
HAIR ROOI HAIR GROWER 

MRS JUL.IA L.UFFETTS, N. V. CITY 
Traveling Agent. 

Serla~ :No. 52511~ 

fs a scientific ngetablo compound ot 
hair root and Aino Oil, together w1t!1 
several other pos1tne herbs, thercfo•., 
making the most pow erfnl harmles:~ 
Hair Gro\\ er known actually rorcm~; 
hair to grow m most ohslinate cases. 
Unexcelled for Dandruff, ltchlns, Sora 
Scalp, Falling Hatr Will grow mou~
tache and eyebro"s I•ke magic It 
must not bo put where hair ts not 
wanted 

1\lss. Lt;FY&TTS writes "Arter bav
fng used every knm n advertised hair 
grower for years wtth no results I 
tried Hair Root Hair Grower and 
continued fatthfully for 16 months. 
now my hatr ls 29 inches (it was 4 
inches 11hen I started ) I believe 
every woman can grow her hair one
half to two inches a. month by using 
;Halr Root. .. 

HAil' Root Hall' Grower Ul 50e. a 
llo:s: or bottle. Shampoo, :We. Agentll 
Wanted Everywhere :Make Big Prof
itB- Send stamp for particulars If 
ll on \\ish to try l!gencY, send us $1 
and receive supply. :Whec. sold, 
return us our money. Address all 
mall and money orders to 

ROYAL CHEMICAL COMPANY 
' ST A. 1. BOX 36 NEW YOF.l!C. CITY 

• 

Amanda
Polygonal Line
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COLONEL WM. HAYWOOD [sic] PRAISES PRIVATE HENRY 
JOHNSON OF NEW YORK (22 June 1918). The Richmond 
Planet.  

 

Please note that the article’s title includes the name “COLONEL 
WM. HAYWOOD.” However, the proper spelling of the name of the 
colonel in question is Hayward. This article is provided courtesy of 
the Emmett J. Scott Collection at Morgan State University. 
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THE CONSTITUTION 
ESTABLISHED 1868. 

'~aid o( the negro soldiers under his com
and. 

~ 

m R. R. Administration Urged to Continue 
Contributions to Development Body 

HEALTH TALKS 
~iiB~~·riOZ~ 

THE STANDARD SOUTHERN NEWSPAPER 

Pu'blished Daily .Su:acl:ay .T ri-W cc:kly 
CLARK HOWELL 

Eclttor and Grneral ManalfcT 

DJreetora1 Clork llowell, Rob)' RoblDMJU.. 
Albert Howe-It, Jr., E. 1\. Black. H. W. Grady. 

The exploits or two colored lnrantry
rnen some l\ eeks ago In repelling a much 
larger German patrol, k1l1lng and 
wounding se' era! Germans and wInning 
Crolx'cle Guerrc by their gallantry, hns 
aroused a !lne splnt or emulat•on 
tbrottghout the colored troops, all or 
whorn are looking forward to more ac· 
tlve s,.n lee Only regret expres•ed b;· 
eolored troop3 Is that they are not g1VC'n 
more dangerous work to do Tht} are 
e~~tp~~ially amuf>ed at the most danger
ous pos1tions and all are desirous of 
ha' Jhg more acttve sPrvfc.e than has been 
permitted them tl1us tar. I can not 
commend too highly the splrlt sho"n 
among the colored combat troop~, who 
exhibit fine .•apacltY for quick training 
and e&.gerne"'s for the most dangerous 
work"" 

.l'he ConTra~t 

Sald the Sun to the clouds 
around him 

"There s a thirstY field 
and plain, 

And Ill tlo mY part for 
to rtse and shine 

If ) ou ll !Ill th" btll ror 
ra1n 

F'or the talks belO\V 
).lust live. you know, 

It"s a brighter world-tr '' e 1nake Jt so•• 

Said the Clouds to the Sun above tbem. 
• \Ve'll work v.: ith mtght a.nd m&lD, 

But It's llke as not you II shine too hot, 
And the~·u sa~· we dunno how to ram' 

But heres a go 
For the folks belo,v' 

Washington, .June ~5 -(Speclal)-VIgor
ous protest agatn~t ''hat Is undE"r!ttood 
to be t.he con tempts ted act1on of the Rail .. 
road AdnlJnistrntlon 1n rf'fustng the con
tinuation of ra.•lroarl contnhutlons to the 
Southet'"n Settlement an<l Df"' ~lopment Or
gan•zat!on ot Baltmwr" and to the agn
cultural and 1ndustrlnl departments of the 
same south!!rn 1 all road t.ranflportatton JlnPs 
has just been made tn n "~tr1tten petition 
filed over the signatures of Umted State~ 
Senators renresentlng frrteen southern 
states. and Jncludlng the nam~s of Senators 

,Smith and Hardwick of Georgia. 

UD1mpn1red Rnd declare~ that tlte onlv "'a' 
to tnlftll th1s prLlnlhle nnd k£"efl the prllper
tles un1mpaired 1s to permit the rn.1lroadH 1 
to cont1nu~ tbt:>lr policy of spend•ng ~ertun1 
~urn~ for ngricultural nnd Jndu~trhLl de\ £'1-
opnlent Jn the tern tOT'\ .. fler\ ed lJ) thPtn 

THI~ 'l'U.I~ OF TIU: TUXID :UF.RCUA~'l 
Th•• !s a ston· lifted trom the ,\prtl 

1918 l!Pdu~al council It wft.!ll written b' 
D~nld f'url<' ::\1 D, C. !.1. "'hn.te, .. er that 
nltnn~ St't: tl.t.tld: 

p 
The circumstance referred to b) General 

ershmg was that In which two negro sol
era, Henry Johnson and Needham Roberts, 

hough both severely wounded, beat otr an 
tll{!k by twenty Germans in a listening 

ost, displaying signal courage and bravery. 

It's a great old '' orld-1f tbev make lt so!" 

The Southern Settlement and Develop
lnent Qrganlzont1on, ot which :h1r. S. Davies 
'Yartleld, of Baltimore, Is president, has ex
pended con~ldernble sums of n1oney in 
Georgia In organizing the Georgia. Land 
Owners' Association and In co-operating with 
that n:ssoctatJon In the ~aluable live stock 
development acth•Jtiea JD which It has been 
successfully engaged for about one year. 

A t..On\ tnctng rnn~s of datn. compllf'd b\ 
Rn·hnrd li l:'d1nonds. editor of The l\t.anu
tacturcrs Rf"cord. l\"'ns Included an th~ peu
tlon showing the J.nrge nHneral und agri
cultural resources of the soullt upon '~ h1ch 
the succe~~:sful "nr mak1ng ot the nation is 
\Vholly depend{'nt nnd ~~~tho\\ tng thll.t the dis
location of th~ machtnerv heretofore used In 
the de\ elopm(>ut of thePe resources b) ..:au~
lng the dt~~CJlutton (..'f llOdlt>~ u( traln('d tnen 
such as those in the Southern :Settlem,nt 
and De,.: elopment OrganizatiOn nnd the 1n 
dustrlal and agricultural departments or 
railroads, would result not only In th<> im
pa~rrnent of the railroad properties thctu
seh es. but 111 the cnppling of the efto1 ts oC 
the peoplE'! 1n thc!'le southern :states to speed 
up war food productiOn 

A Iu<'rchnnt past mtdd.le age 70 tnch~s 
tnll, weighed 238 pound!'; Thnt fs. he wa::. 
at lNt.st SS pounds too hea'\'"} .• "hfch mean~ 
of cour!';t: that he n.tc too much. He com
plained of chortness of breath on slight e:<er
tlon liis race, e~pectall) under tho eyeQ 
~nowed n transparent rulness, his botly wa• 
tumtd. tongue tun1id, and it sho'' ed indcnta.
tlons front the teeth lintng O( (>Yelld8 pale 
"l"he mu.n -u ns teeble. languid For ) enrs 
Ills bren.ktast had been 8..3 follo'"" ~ 

Large bO\'J 1 of oo.tn1eal porridge, 
With :YIIk d1 

l::nteretl at the postoff1ce at Atlo.nto. aa 
~econd-Glass mall tna.Lter. 

ATLANTA, GA., June 26, 1918. 

Tel~pbone AlaJo GOQO. 

SlJDSCIUP'.l'lON IL\.'l'ES. 
By Mall In the United Stu.J.es and Mexico 

ll-'n)a.ble Jn~nnabl) IU advance.>
1

• Mas 
1 Wk.l.Mo 3..\los 6Mos • 

Dally & Sunday .15 6~ ~~ ~g $~ ~~ $~:t~ 
Dally only 12 5a l.a 

1
•
2

• 2 50 
Sunday . .05 25 70 • ~ 

Dy Cnrrler.. 6-
City and counuy, 1{) cents per week, or a 

cents per month. 

J R. HOLLIDAY Constitution Building 
•ole ·Advertising M;nager tor all territory 
outside u! Atlanta 

t 'rhe Constitution's Wo.shlngton o!tice Is a 
818 Riggs Building. Mr. J. A. Hollomon. cor
respontlent. 

- THE CONSTITUTION Is on sale In New 
York c1ty by 2 p m. the day atter lssuf'- J 
can be hnd Hotaling's Newsstands. Broa 
'\\.·ay and Forty-second street (TJmcs bUilding 
corner). 1..,hlrty-clghth street and Broad\VRY 
and T~cnt~ ntnth street and BroaawaY 

t . 
. 

'rile Conatltu tlon is not responsible fo 
e.dvance pa.yn.cnts to out-of-tovr n local car 
rters, dealer!!:! or agents. 

:ll~mher ot the A"aocla.ted Pre111a. 
The Associated Press ts exclusively entl 

tied to the u80 !or publication of all new 
dtsputches credited to It or not otherw ts 
credited !n th1s pa)>er and also the local ne\< 
published herein. 

THE PIAVE ROUT. 

r . 

. 
s 
e 
B 

With due allowance made for potlslhl 
coloration and overstatements due to natura 
allied zeal, the reports from the Italian fron 
indicate clearly that the Austrian retrea 
has developed Into rout proportJOns-th 
most complete, chaotic and sanguinary rou 
any army has suffered since the war bega 

e 
1 
t 
t 
e 
t 
n 

almost four years ago. 
s It seems that the great army of Invader 

marched trmmphantly fon'iard, fighting th 
Italian defenders back step by step ove 
mountam and plain and across the Plave 
w1th venice almost in Its iron grasp. Then 
with the bulk of the foe well across th 
river, the heroic defenders, fighting wit 
the abandoned fury of fanatics, brought th 

e 
r 
, 

e 
h 
e 

foe to a halt. 

The halt 1>as quickly turned mto a blood 
retreat, and that mto a pell mell scurry fo 
the cover of the far s1de of the river so re
cently crossed. But the stream meanwhll 
had become swollen to almost a torrent1a 
flood, and the bridges over which the horde 
of Charles had advanced were no Ionge 

y 
r 

e 
1 
s 
r 

there to serve in retreat 1 

r Attempts to construct others resulted fo 
the most part m dismal failure, and, acQord 
mg to an official report from the field Mon 

-. 
day night-

The P1a~ c Is choked with enemy dead 
and the debris of their equipment The 
attempt of the Austrian war off1ce to 
represent the r-et1rement ns "\:Oluntary 
is false In onh a few scattered places 
t.:ould the rn: cr be [ol dcd, and these 
"rerc under con~tant pounding by· the 
Italian urtillery and nllted a1rmen 

The handful of bridges also were Pelt
ed with shells and niT bombs 

is And the report goes on to say that "It 
posttn·ely established that the enemy 
losses are even gre!l.ter !n the retreat tha 
as a direct result of the Italmn counter o 

's 

n 
f. 

fenstve!" 

d Nor IS there apparent now any l1kellhoo 
that the Italian forces Intend letting up unt 
the Invaders are either annihilated or take 
mto camp, and when that happens-wb1c 
over of the two possible eventuahtles it mn 
be-tt probablv '\\Ill mean practically th 
elimination of Austna as an erective enem 

il 
n 

h-
y 

e 
y. 

ly The rood riots m V1enna; the constant 
mountmk dissatisfaction w1th the progre 
of the war; the ever increasing demands f 
peace and the menPcmg situation evolvm 
out of the south Slav question, even befo 
this last Austrian offensive was launch 
brought the dual monarchy to a point whe 

ss 
or 

g 
re 
ed 
re 

a renewed drtve Into Italy lmd to be made
and had to be auccessful-in order to pr 
~<erve even a semblance of ••nlty among th 

e-
e 

CIVilians of the interior. 

st Ot the conditions m Austra·Hungary JU 
before this last disastrous offensive was p 
under way, The Arbel!er Ze1tung, an Au 
trian newspaper, declared that "a coup 
mote months of such cm:fus1on as now rr 
valls and those '\ho speculate on Austria 

ut 
S· 

le 
e-
·a 

collapse will be able to JUbilate." 

ch "'1th the latest enterpnse, upon whl 
the katser and the Prussian war lords 
control of Austrtan affairs placed such d 
pendence, a broken and shattered fadnr 
that day when Prussia's foes "will be able 
JUbda te ' will Indeed be near at hand' 

In 
e-
e, 
to 

THE NEGRO UNDER FIRE. 
es In every war m which the Umted Stat 

has ever engaged, from the revolution dow 
to the present t1me, the negro has played 

n 
a 

part and played 1 t v; ell. 

el The colored race has every reason to fe 
pride m the past deeds of bravery and her 
ism of its members on the battlefield; an 
JUdgmg from all reports the negro troo 
now m France are measunng fully up 
American military standards m point of g 

o-
d 

PS 
to 
al-

lantry and daring under ftre. 

t 
at 
p 

A French divisional 'commander said of Prl
ate Johnson, "he gave a magmficent ex

ample of courage and energy," and of Pri· 
ate Roberts, whose lire Johnson had 
aved, "he 18 a goOd and brave sold1er." 

v 

v 
s 

d 
General Pershing's statement to tbe war 

apartment was wr1tten m reply to an in· 
uiry regarding a report that recently gained 
orne currency among negroes in this coun· 
ry to the effect that the colored troops are 
eing discnminated agamst in favor of the 

q 
8 

t 
b 
white soldiers of the American forces m the 
war zone 

b 

That such stories were utterly absurd 
and v.1thout semblance of veracity IS shown 

y the American commander. who opened 
Is reply with this bold denial h 

"The storle•, probablY Invented by 
German agents. that colored soldiers tn 
France are al\\. .. a)s placed 1n most dan

, gerous po~it1on~ nnd sacrttJced to save 
white soldiers that when wounded th~y 
nrc left on ground to die without 
medical attention. etc. ate absolutely 
false. .. 

s 
t 
t 

It Is very ev1dent that the negroes them· 
elves are not chafing under the treQ.trnent 
hey are recmvmg, but, on the other hand, 
hat they regret only that "they are not given 

more dangerous worlt to do"-presumabl~· 
d ue to the1r characterlsflc penchant for 
amusement! 

\ 

r: 

Likewise it is evident that. those negroes 
v;hom force of circumstances keeps at horne 
''111 have no occasion to offer any apology 
or those who have gone or are yet to go 

A "NEUTRAL" NEWSPAPER. 
Jn a signed statement appearing in The 

Constitution Tuesday morning, Mr C E 
weston, editor of The Washmgton Reporter, 
'Vashlngton, Wdkes county, Ga, states em· 

phatically that "as far as The Washington 
Reporter Is concerned, this newspaper 
' 
s 
c 
tands neutral In this the current (senatorial) 
ampalgn, and intends to g1ve all of tile can
idates a 'square deal.' Wbat they say will d 

be printed, and the voters can do the1r own 
choosmg" 

I 

s 

t 

This statement was ehCited by a PUIJ 
Ished report to the effect that one of the 
enatorial candidates had declared that The 

Reporter and a certain other Georgia news· 
paper "had made up their minds to give h1m 
heir support " 

If the report was ln error-In other 
words, If The Reporter had not "made up 1ts 
mind" to support this particular candidate, 
or, for that matter, any other candidate, 
Editor Weston's signed refutation would have 
been timely, proper and appropriate, and 
f air to all of the candidates. 

Or, 1f the editor's announcement had de 
fined The Reporter's attitude as bemg "ncu 
tral" so far as the candidacies of the five 
oyal contenders is concerned, no just crftf. 

c1sm could lie against it. 
I 

We hope, and every patriotic citizen of• 
Georgia undoubtedly share3 in that hope, that 
that Is what tho editor of The Reporter 
meant to say; but what h•s card does say 
puts his newspaper In the attitude of strict 
impartlallt~, as between the candidates who 
are known, both by the records and their 
pubhc utterances, to be loyal to their gov 
ernment, in sympathy with the cause for 
which ;·oung Georgians are d;•!ng over m 
France, and in harmonious accord with the 
nation's official leadership, ami the one 
sohtar~ candidate who, both by his off1c1a! 
record and his publ1c utterances, is known 
to be not in sympathy wttb but antagomstlc 
toward the policy In obedience to which our 
young wen are fighting and dying :!n France, 
and not In harmonious accord with, but 
vehemently antagomstlc toward the coun
try's official leadershiP 

Ellmmatmg petty hY·Piays and personal!· 
ties, there is only one "paramount Issue • 1n 
the senatorial campa1gn m Georgia this year: 
That is patriotism, as typified by Joyn.lty to 
the admmistratlon m Washington 

. It Is, therefore, a contest between loy
alty and disloyalty. There are fiVe candi
dates under the banner of loyalty, and one-
only one-under the other. 

It IS safe to say that a large proportion 
of the newspapers of Georgia are "neutral" 
In their attitude toward the group of !1ve; 
but no reputable newspaper nor citizen can 
afford to declare Itself or himself mdiffer
ent as to whether or not Georgia shall con· 
tinne to be repres,nted in the senate by a 
senator who Is, '"tl! possibly one exception, 
more notoriously disloyal to the Wilson ad-

•rh~ J .. nter .-'.rnlY »ule. 
'"The army mule that used to kick like a 

cannon ball 1sn t sustain1ng its reputation 
m this n ur; said the Old Colonel. "! judge, 
ft om the news from Over There, that the 
mules the) have now are different, and are 
not S'l\'en as tnuch rope as formerly-muzzled 
mules. tn fact, thP.t are made to kno'v that 
the} ha\·o no kick corning And, therefore. 
not at all ltkc one that went through the 
Civil War ·w1th me and who. when lluns-rl. 
didn't think an}·thmg of crossmg o'er to the 
well-fed Enem,. lm~. on a dark night. a.nd 
k1ck!ng a bale of ha) baci< to the Con
federate Camp'" 

'1 he l"lr-t~-.,.lgnnlflll. 

A 'Vo1cc, 1t cncd-
'\Vhere the Stars ab1de 

'"rherc's a great storm-flag 
J n n "or Ill thut l!c~ 
Fnt do\vn the sk1es. 

un!uri"d 

A-nd a ring of f'trc 'round the "'•orld' • 

And a Vo1ce replied 
"'here the Stars nbide: 

"'You're. n1l 1n a blnzlng rnce. 
And thc,'d never know 
or high or tow 

If you didn't flash a light In space .. 
• 

''Old Snnkeuite." 

J 

I g1t the ••batt"' "'hnr theY•s 'ball"" to gtt, 
a11' J fish an' I fl•h all !lay, but nary a 
~nal~e has btt me y1t~-not one has crawled 
1n.,. wa.) 1 An' I jest can"t drum up no excu,;e 
to turn thnt o:ture, red remedy loose' But 
h~re's the one thnt I'll have to make. "fore 
I \VInd 1111 tackle an• go I'll take a. dram 
for my stomach's sal .. e-an' they•s Bable for 
that, you know t 

The ,,.,..ar St::nup Drlv~. 

S1nce the ""orld has been aUve, 
"On the drive'"' 

Just don•t care how you contrive -
·On the dri\'e'" 

So, whe11 ,.,ar drnrcrs come along, 
Here w·e are, for dri,•tn" !=ltrong' 
Horne and Countr)"s tn the song·-

"On the drl~e'" 

.Not Dnd, Jlnt J....onrsomr-. 
Editor George Ballay says to his old 

!rlend, Luke !\lcLulte. as to PJ csent di> bone 
conditions "Be of good cheer. It won't 
seem bad '\vhen you ho:n•c company In 
other words, the worst thmg about rldmg 
on the ""ater wa.gon is not the drolJth but 
the loneliness.· 

A Georgia GIIOrDN. 
I"ord, help the rich folk-

It they re a-wu.ntsn· more: 
Cornbread and butterm!lk 

Is paradi::te for Poor' 

A Snltlc rhiJOKOJllaf!"r. 
It's mighty good fer all or us dat dar's 

'\\ ork •nu!!' ter keep us from huntln trouble 

This War Will End 
Within Forty Years 

BY NE\\'1-:I.J, D\VIGHT IIII,LIS 
(Pm•tor or Plymouth Clmreb. J 

Copyylght. J918. for The Atlanta Con
stitution 

A New Zealand officer w·as g1ving direc
tions to a gt ou1> of his soid1ers They were 
111 the ftcld a.t the foot of Baupaume The 
lmmetlmte tasl, ''· n• that or cuttmg and 1 oii

Jng up the barbed '""'Ire. 
In that territory, the 

• G c r m a n s had left 
trenches foul with fc
\ er, wells f1lled with 
tile corpses of men and 
horses, springs polluted 
'\Vlth even.. form of 
filtb, but the worst or 
nil, the barbed wire en
tanglements.. E v cry 
sharp POint was covered 
'v1th t uat and threat
ed lockjaw Looking m 
"' cr~· directiOn, the 
"hole land was ) ellow 

Dr Illlll!ll.. wJth tho barbed "\Vlre. 
The w orh. "~us Uangerous •rhe rebound of 
th<> wire threatened the eye w1th Its vision. 
threatC"ncd the fc.ce and hands, and all the 
sold1ers "ere !n a mood or rebellion In 
nn nngry tnood, the off1ccr exclatmed "There 
are n. hun<lred mll110n miles or German 
barbed wire in France''" And lvhen ln.ter I 
nai<ed the f1rst llcut<>nant bow lonS' this 
war would last, he made the mstant an
swer ''Tlus "' ar 'v1ll continue forty ;} cars 
more • One ) cnr tor the f1gh tlng, nnd tblr
ty·-tune ~e:1rs to roll up the w1re, .. 

necausc c'\ et-..: soldie1 o.t the front hated 
the w1re entanglements, that br1ght sentence 
ran up and down the enttre l1ne !rom BeJ
g1um to the Swiss frontter. .And tor n1en 
of experience there is tnot e truth in the 
statement t11.m one would at f1rst but think. 
It will tnkc one more year for the fighting, 
but It will tai<e thirty-nine ;>ear. more to 
grO\V the shade trees Fh e cen turlcs ago 
the French begnll to develop the love o! the 
beu.ut1ful On either side of the roads run
ning across the land, they planted two rows 
of poplars, oah.s or elms When long ttmc 
ltnd passed the fame of the I~rencb trees 
und the shade trees went out Into nil the 
earth Under thcs" tree$, the l"rench fann
er slopped his curt. fed hlfl horse:J, nnd re
freshed himselr b~neath the shade Under 
these trees old men at the end of their 
career rested themselvez:~. and gossiped about 
old frJCuds that had gone And when the 
G<>rtnnn found he could not hold the land. 

mimstrat10n than any other man in official detennlned that the Frenchman should not 
life m tile nation today. have them, and" so he lifted the ax upon 

And 'until it bas better pr~f than even everY peach and pear, plum and grape, cher
ry and gooseberry Perhaps, It wa.s as black 

the foregoing statement by Editor Weston a crime to murder the l!Lnd as 1t was to 
c.ffords, The Constitution is not going to be- murder the bodies or the farmers. since the 
lleve that that IS the attitude of The Wash· soul Is immortal. 
1ngton Reporter "One more ycnr ot fighting. and thirty-

nine J: ea.rs" not to roll up the '\Y"Jre, but to 
Until we knO'I'I' to the contrary, we are rebuild the cathedrals and churches, the col· 

going to give iliat enterpriSing newspaper leges and universities, the halls of science, 
Ute benefit of an assumption that the edl· 1 the temples o! art, the m!lis !or the WCilVmg 

• 1 of ~otton and linen and "-"'ool and. above all. 
tors declaration was madvertently worded, I the rebuilding ot the raihvays, the recon. 

Slmllai a1<1 has been extended to la.nd 
owners and other development organiza
tions in other southern states '\\hose acth: t
tles SinCe the 'l\rar began have been devoted 
to speeding up meat production through the 
prompt erad•cat!on or the cattle tlclt and 
other constructive measures. 

Contlnned Support Asked. 
The petition, m the formulation of which 

the Geot gia senators toolt an acltve part, 
asks Director Genernl McAdoo to permit the 
continuance o( th1s ra1lroad support in the 
"ar food production acll\'ltlcs or southe1 n 
fartners and land o'vners refers to tho prom
ISe ot the govctnment to restore to the rail
roads nt the end or the war, the~r properties 

The Daily Boil of 
The Political Pot 
By JAMES A. HOLLOMON 

Stult nepreaento.ttvc or The 
Atlanta Constitution. 

Among the men of pronunencc tn tbe 

I<:Intball lob b)- ) esterdn)-and promin<'nt 

Georgians Sl\ n.rmed around the well h.nown 

polltlcnl headqunrt~rs from early morning 
until the late hours ot night-was Congress

rno.n "~""alter WJsc, of the S1xth d1stnct 

Rcpr~sent!lli\ e \\'1sc 1s one ot the strong 

men of the delegatiOn nnd has hosts or 
friends, not only In the :\lacon dh;trlct, but 
throughout the state. It was quite natural, 

therefore, for hJm to have been the center 

of fntere-stins groups durtng the hour or h'\ o 

that he remained 10 the lobbv 
1\lr \V1se, ·who is n. member of the Hou'=c 

Committee on mihtary affa1rs. took ad

\ nntagc o! tlle lull In congresstonnl matters 

at this particular time to run down from 
Washington and see how matters are pro
gressing 1n Ills district. 

Will Ex-Senator Persons 
Oppose Congressman Wise? 

Perhups one of the Impelling Influences 
that brought the congressman to his district 
is the rumor. whtch seems to be authentic, 
that e:<:-Senator Ogden Persons, or ::Uonroe, 
'\V1l1 be o.. candidate far congrezss to succeed 

\V1se '\Yllllc the announcement has not ) et 
been (ormalh· made the fr•ends of the For

•Yth mnn state ~ith apparent assurance that 
the "ell known former president of tho 
senate, and se\ eral tlmes member ot the 

lower house, '\Vill no'\\ seek a place in the 

national legislative hall.s. 

Th<'re is no discounting the fact that Wise 
IS making a good congressman He Is a 

studious n1cmber, cnTncst. Sincere, nnd ex· 

cecdmgly persistent In getting for his dis
trict and h1s constituents what he goes after 
:"io one has ever questioned tile lntegnty of 

his purpose" 
Ex-Senator Persons hn.s n record of 'long 

and faltl1ful Jegt~latlvc scrv•ce, nnd has man~· 
friends If he really gets Into the race-and 
that seems probable now-It will be an Inter
esting conte:!'t-but It will no doubt be a 

dlgnl!l~d one 

It was at one time believed there wouldn't 
be many congresslona.l contests 1n Gcorgta. 
thiS year, but It now ~eems the early guesser" 
were of[ their l>oses \V1th Rucker ngnlnst 
Brand, und Russell and .Jackson agninst Bell, 
nnd Persons agatnst "\V'u~c. and possibly· 1\Ior-

In rurthera11ce o! the purposes of the 
petition f1led by tho southern senators, A 
K Se•soms, of Cogdell, nnd '" B Still" ell, 
of Sa\ nnnnh, prc~adent and 'icc-prc:!ident 
respectiVely of the Georgia J,and Owner~· 

Association, called last Snturday at the of
flee of Director General McAdoo and pointed 
out the neeessit') of continued railroad co
operalton and tsupport In the carr) 1ng out 
or the plans of their assocmtlon, there be1ng 
n nun'lh<!r of tallroads tn Georgia \\hlch are 
contributing rnC'nlbers to the Georgia Land 
0\\ ners Assocnttlon. \-.:hose contributions 
will be cut orr if the contenl]Jlatcd action 
of the go\ e1 nmcnt !s cnrrlcd out 

can tie, and Dehalb and t\\ o of them can ti<' 
The race to succeed Howard in the house 

will be a ll\ ely one. There Is no doubt 
about that • 

llr Up~ha.'" !:' n1annger ) esterdu.y un
nounced thnt his heatlqunrters would he 
closed toda)•, ton1orro\\ and Saturdal. on ac 
count of the '\\,.. S s drh e. and that the 
cnndi<Inte "t\ auld delh:er pntrlotlc speeches 
onh 1n Dcl"-nlb county Thursday. nnd 1n 
C.lmpbell county FndaY and Saturday, 

Urge Ratijicatiatz 
Of National Amendment. 

"\\'ntch Georgia 'go o~er the top' In ten 
minutes'n • 

That Is the pertinent paragraph !n a. jomt 
address to the legislature b:; the Pre~ldent 
of the Georg1a \V C T U, and the chair
man of the Georgia Anti-Saloon Lengue, with 
rC"g.tnl to r"'lt1f1cntton of the nallonn.l prolu
bl t10n atncndn1en t 

The full address follow8 
To the General As~embly of Georgia 

Jn urging your prompt and unantmous 
rntl!•cat1on of the Nntional Prohibition 
Alll.<'ndment. \VC cnll "our uttentton to the 
fact that Oeorg1n "ao.:o the pioneer prolubl
tton ~tate 1n the south The path"•ay she 
hlnzrd in th1s nghteous mo\ ement has been 
folio\\ N1 b)"' alntost e,; ery st:Lte rn the south. 
and the nal!on 1s now really for a final 
<11\orc.,ment rrom the l!quor trnlflc 

'\Vhen one ~an travel across the conti
nent from >\~ashlngton state to Washington 
D C. (our dry Capital), nnd never touch v; et 
territory, C\"en the most Eh:eptJcal cannot 
doubt the speedy nntl complete triumph o! 
the nation over the forces <>f the Kalserlsm 
Alcohol. Georgia plnced herself on the rront 
lme or the battle In 1907, and In !\rarc!l, 1917. 
galnrd another \'lctory by passmg the Bone 
Dr~· In" The pres~nt legislature Is to win 
the fmnl battle b\• rntl!}'ing the Prohibition 
amendment to the constitution or the United 
State• 

The names of the representatives o! the 
prf>'cf"nt legls1ature \\ ,n be honored by fu
ture generations. as will be those or the men 
of 1907 and 1917, In a nation '!ctor1ous In 
the •truggle ngnmst the forces that baye 
d~•troyed men degraded women, and Impaled 
cluldren on the swords of poYerty, misery 
and crlnle. 

Ch1ldren of ruture gcrlcratlons, reaafng 
the history of these dnys, will feel their 
hearts glow Vi lth pride In the knov; ledge 
that their ance:;t~rs were soldiers !n this 
great n a.r for .. morn.l freedom, and therefore 
foi the sake o! your posterity, gentlemen of 
the legu•latue, we trust tb~rc '"Ill be no 
rea~s~a~~'r":j~¥ l~~S the roll or honor O( the 

The :ms•lsslpp! legl~lnture r:ttifled the 
national n.mPndment tn ftCtecn mlnute:-t 
'\\ .. a..tch Georg!~ "go over the top" ln ten m 111 _ 
utcs. ·wJth not a ,:;Jngle vot<t to Jnar the gJorJ 
of a Stnlnlese. Flog 

~ms J,EJ,J,A .4. DILLARD 
Pres Gn "-'· C T U 

CHAS 0 JONES 
Cha1rmnn H~urlqt:nrtc-rs Commtttee. Ge,;rg1a 

~nli-Saloon League . . 
Sandersf'ille Progress 
Is Out for Harris. 

• 

Down in Sander~vflle the home town ot 
:Senator Thomas W Hard" lck there Is 8 
good, substantial weekly newspaper called 
The Progreils The Progress hELIJ always 
fought In sell~on nnd out ot season for its 
home mnn, who has been In legislnt•vc life 
contlnuotJslv for Jo, these twenty vears 

In 1808 Hardwick was a member o! tlte 
"tate legislature And then he went to 
congJ ess. And then rour Years ngo, nt the 
:\lacon con,·entton In ''ph1ch tnnn\• ot the 
prominent Georg1ans In the Kimball Jobb 

tis agatnst I~cc, nnd Slater against Over- todaY "ere •nost nctive, In dee s m Y 
street-well, 1t seems tho congress10nsl cam- d.d t 1~ d 1 1 

d 0 e or the 
can 1 a ('S, . Lar 'v c t "as promot~d over to 

patgns nrc go1ng to try to l~ccp pace -w lth thQ senate \\"lng 
the decidedlY mixed senatorll\1 race 1 

There Is some talk of Judge Denham of But this 'cnl The Progress c .. lnnot sup .. 
• 1 port Jts to'' nsman and SR} s so ,_:fgorousJ 

the Federn.l Trade Comm1ssion. returning to nnd unmlstaknbh .. ' It decln th t .. Y 
tl!e Fourth OlstrJCt and J unnin~ nguinst present crl:d~ ·n 1;icll our c~:~~ry ~acc~nittl~: 
Vi nght. That •• possible, but I hardly con- absolutely "" ent! 1 tl t 1 elder tt probable s a ta our peop e shall 

'\VOrk as hn.rnton\oush: a~ poss:Jblc tn the 
• • support or the government" 

Watkins to Open In this connection, too, 1t announces that 
Campaign Saturday. the PaP'" will support tile candidacy of w 

&T Harris for tho ~enat~ It declares that 
In the Fifth the race is shaping up with lit believes Mr Harris "ls fully capable of 

10ome v1gor The formal opening or the cam- pe1 rormmg the dut•es or United States sena
p:llgn b) "•atkins next Saturday, and the al- tor in n. 1nost eff1c1ent and "'a.h:r;factary 
mo~t simulto.ncouA entr)! or Dr. White. with I n1anner •• 
rpsha\\' alreadY m the fr:w up to his neck, · • • • • • 
and ,\lonzo F•cltl campa.lgnmg quiPtl~-~t By All Means PusiJ 
looks ns though a 'cr•t.!'bie <'ong-• .-ss1onnl Absent Voters Bill. 
~tornt '\~lll break soon 1 ulton nnd D~lO::nlb 
counties \\ill be the battle g1 ourul 

TheJ e ate Qllllr fl\ e counties 1n the r1ftb 
district, and li"ulton n.ud DeKnlb. '~hose In
terests and bufl.iness connections nrc so 
closely llnlted, carry 10 of the 16 un1t votes. 
The three other two-' ote counties cannot 
nominate alone. but Fulton Rnd one ot them 

()red thousands > oung ,,.•do\\•a, or lo'\ ers or 
mother•' Gone the young men who prom
Ised AO great things tor the French e~
savs. the F1ench poems, for the paintings 
and the bronzes' Dead the young law~ era, 
physicians, and edu\)ators' Gone the l oung 
farmers and husbandmen• Perished a nul
lion old people, and a half million little chil
dren. all clead ur heartbrealc. The German 

Ont• or the 1110Rt Important t>leces of l<'gls· 
Iature to be put through-and 1 assume there 
1:.., or "tll be, no objcct1on-nt Uus sessJon. 
IS the b1ll of Representative Bale, of Floyd, 
Introduced in the la:st ses:;fon, pro\•ldlng a 
method for the Georgia boys In the military 
service to vote 

The bill Is a !Pngthy one, and I will 
nial~e no attempt to publhh the text, but 
the caption explaJns conc1.seJ), though not in 
<letatl, Just wh11.t the lull pro• ldl's It fol-
lo'\\s 

1 

One slice of toast. buttered 
Sweetened 'l"'ea 

I-Ii~ other meals '' ero all rlsht of"XC("pt 

that he ha.d a pov. <-rlul .s" eet tootn 
He wn.s ordered to alter b1s bren.k(ac:t tl) 

the folio" lng: 
One piece o! bacon 

One slice of untonsted bread 
One cupful ot unswecten('d tea. 

He '\\as f'orbtdden sug .. tr ~'' cetened pud 
dmRs. but nllo" ed thin bread ~ ery th1ckh 
s:tprcnd v,...th butter. nnd rather more lenn 
meat than he h.<d been eating 

The change of diet made Jum fePl bl"tt( r 
and he stuck to It, In 11 "nl 1 Ute n Scotch 
n1nn oh, so unhke the nlt.:n of thts eountt" 
The rc~ult '' n.s that in the 111 xt Ph' t 1 

ntonth~ the tumid rnerchnnt lo~t hen.\ II' 
h~ lost 34 pounds. h1s garth n: .. l~ reduced "' x 
inches, his collnr s1zc ~hrnnk one Inch h 
looked twenty years younger. h1s br:un t 1 
erb'""l and muscle energy both tncrNlsed 1, 

m.arkn.bh. his shortnf's~ or bre:tth on 111 d 
crate exertton d 1sa"ppeared. nnd now he 1... 1 n 
ripe condition to write a glo\\ ing te ... t 1m 
ninl-only, nlas, be had tnl .. <'n no m<"<lh 1nco 
at all' 

lust one tn1portn.nt ~yntptom I overJonl .. • I 
tn stealing this record The tumid rncrd1 111 

had formerly been, n. frJghtful snorPI It -
daughte1• lo\•ed tum. but only by du) 1, 
fatrly Qhook the rafters tote it off b\ tz 
'ard ull night long and somctun('fl al.u Ill\ I 
pa--sPrsb) in the street. No''· nfter tnhtn,, 
'steen bottles of the eHxir of common ~. n~ • 
he sleeps like a. bn.b)' n.nd a grent cnln1 r • 1 

\ndcs \\here before wns one \nc::t ~a\• lHJll 

. ..\cco1 ding to Curle the solo 1 rnubh~ ,, 1 1 

th1s tum1d merchant, nnd with ntlny .,t 1 t ~ 
slnula.rlY" .. handled ... uns that II• ~onsun 1 
too much cnrt.Johl dra te rood (""'u.;.tt s 1nd 
starches) Such food!-J nn... Cln•' fot '. t \ 

ncthe '"orlters, soldier~. gro"in,;- • h1ldrl t 

etc. hut not good for ven; :sed entry 1nd 
'\ lduals to stuff with, Curle sn~ ::\ And be 
produces some ver\ corn lncan.; sctc-nt 1f ( 
arguments and Ia born tor~· l<!st~ to supp ll t 
lus assertion, ~hlch ,,.c need not ntterntL 11 

<.lP~cribc here 

Qt.!ESTIO:'O;" \~D \:>OS" l"fl" 
Bathing nt nome nn11 \.hrond. 

I saw an art1clt'"' either b} 'nu oi 
other ph) Ktcmn ~tntlng that 1t '"' not n• 
~nr)· to go uhro ul to thP. fnmou ... lUll 1 , 
sprtngs. but thn.t b) nsing the 1ngt. d • 1 
or these .sprJng \-.:tn•~r~ in ones o\'I.Jl h tt•, 
tub the same eCf<!ct ~ could b~ oht u l4."U I 
have been Uf'ltng Cf.J~Onl ::!Ult:-i ln nn.. l 'PI 
n: ith ~om.,.. bcnefat could l-ou f.:l' e me 1 h 
Ingredients of the bes;t min(>Tal ..;pi n--.. 
" aters? (.J A. ll! ) 

.A.J.""S\Y.ER-The article must ha.'\c bPt.:n 1 
some other ph) slc1.1n. becau~c I tl1111k 1n\ 
good e!fects experwnccd from n '1s1t t 1 
spa are a.ttltbutablc to (1) chanJ..:"<' •f !-;1 11 
(2) open alr. (3) more careful dtct, (I) th 11 J, 
lng more \\:B.tt:!r (5) h,.:lng mole ntttural lt • 
In genern.J I cnn see no olJjPCt Hl addJIIl .. 
an) thing to the "' ater for n. bath 

i\.drennlln nnd A!llil"thmn. 
.A hypodermic Injection or adrenRltn h t'-~ 

genern.ll> relieved :~c'\i ere nsthnuLttc :i<'izu 
to uhJch I nrn unlortunatciJ !;ubje( t '"" 
there u.ny dn.nger ot l1abit forma.U •n 
damn.ge to the heart from this rent• 

(S. _Ilkli'v~-ER-Not to my knowledge 
often gh es much rell<>f 

It 

--n;:- Brad)• will ana" l'r all signed lel 1~1-
pertaining to health \\'"rtters n4Lml'~ a1 
ne,tcr printed. unly 1nqutrH'~ of ,.:Pn' r tl 
interest nrc nns\vered tn this rolumn h 11 
all letters will be an~wor('lri h'\ n1 11 I 1 r 
\vritten In ink n.nd n. stamp.-.d. sf'lf- ulrlrf ..;~ed 
en,~etope Is Inclosed. ne(')1lt'fit.~; for dJtgnn~l-
or treatment ot indtvldunl r:ns<'fl C"annnt b( 
conRtdered Addre~s Dr WJilmtn nr:td' ur 
cnrc of The Constltutton 

cUizenslup. and tf nn>• men undrr llt•n \ l'lJ ... 

sun should cxf'rcise thl"' prh.llrge. if tit• \ 

30 desire. 1t Is these manh, conra.~P:ous )'ounr; 
men \vho nre going to thf" !ront tor Am( 11 
can hbert1es. and t11e protcctton or Anl<'rl u1 
!nalltutlons 

An absent voters bill .shonld h~ pu--h,..rl 

through as rapidly ns po•slble 

Qovernor Dorsey Will 
Not Recommend Raises. 

'l'herc ls a rumor. carculnttng ln Jcgp=J~ 
tive groups, thnt -Governor Dar~(') will, 1n lu~ 
message, recommend R. general lncrcat:~P 1n 
the salartCN or z:tntc hauRc ot'tlcta.l!=t 1 am 
.,011r1dent the governor Wtll do nothln~; <•f 
the kuJd that docs not ntea.n. howe' ~r. thu r 
he 15 not in favor of it and it certa1nh 
docs not rnean that the legtslaturc \~Ill no 
increase man) of the sn.lnrlcf' 

This fact must not be overlookcd--..o::e, 
ernl of the stale o!!Jcials, by ~x-o!!ic1o con 
nactions ,vith otl.cr departments are dr.\l\' 
fng hvo sn.larics. in '\ Jnrh cases the c ,tn 

pensatJons arc more commensurate watn 
prcscnt-tlnY demnnds lJut for tho~c \'o; ho d 
not-the go'l: ern or doNJ not. as nn illust 1 l 

tlon,-lt Is smcerelY lloped that the llPS~m 
bly ,vJtl provid~ an ndequa.to compensat1nu 

Interest Now Centers 
In Gainesville Meet. 

Senatortnl lntere~ts-vtewed from lh• 
outsider·~ 8landpolnt-nrP. centered 'f' .. \ 
largely In the jomt debate next Satulfin; 
between D~>:an and Howard nt Ga.tnP~-,; iJJ, 

Se\·ero.l hundred pPoplc v.; 11l be there ..1n 1 
It is hoped the <leh .. Lte Will be p1tched up, 1 

lugll, dJgnd"1ed hnes. in t.~..eep1ng not <>I h 
vnth the MCol"lnusn~"~ of the end ~oug-ht. l1t t 
with the conditions that confront thts natJ , 41 

in this hour of bloolished and sncnfic<' 
Personplltle" do not mnkr vot~s for the 

attacking partl, nor as a rule do they rn,_t.. .. 
vote,. for the attacked 

~[any a candtdate has been raiJroa.Ue{l 
Into office b~ th" aroused eympath; of IIH 
\ ot~rs. created b~,r a.busc and personal nag
ger\:. to use n ,\,.oman s expreEston. of an 
opponent 

I.ct U" hope the Galnos\llle debate \\Ill 
be a masterful and mnnlv argument or th 1 

great IHsues that confront Georgians t01.1n, .. . ... . . 
New Speaking Dates 
Announced by Howard. 

r 
beast has been in tho land L1ke n wolf leap
Ing Into the sheepfold to tear the throats 
or the young lambs, and the mother ewes. 
"\Vhat' Thirty-nine yea.r.s more to recover 

"An net to enable person~ qualified to 
vote in general, prJn1UT). or specJal electlona 
held under the laws of the state, or any 
pr1mn.ry, gpone:t aJ or special eJections held by 
any muntclpnllty in thl!=~ litate, and \\ ho are 
rNI'tiretl b} their duties to be absE'nt from 
th~ couuty or thetr req1dence Ill which they The headquarters or Congressrnan l-lo" _ 
are qualified reg1stercd voter~. or absent ard yesterdaY announced the folio" ln-. 
from the county In l\·hich such municipality sp•aklng dates for' the candidate· 
!s located, In wtuch tbey are qualified regis- Saturday, .Tune 29, Gainesville, l\!ond1,,. 

tcretl 'oters on the day or election, hy ''Ote I .July 1. Tlrton, Thur•<laY • .July 4, FitZgerald. 
by 1 eglstcred mall; to provide means for Fnday, July t, Atlanta, Saturda~. Juh '•· 
cnstlng the ballots of such person~. to Pro- La Grange 

ruined France, and Belgium, and Poland, nod 
Rumania." France "\VIll never be the same 
agnm The scar of the bea.~t will abide 
That Is why no man of large mind and great 
heart will ever make friends with a. sold1er 
from G~rmany, will ever buy an art•clo or 
German stamp, so long as he 1 he~. wlll e'•er 
read another German book, or support an
other German busmess. It 18 the duty to 

vide a pcnalt~· upon official~ who Wilfully I ::lion day, July S, Columbus Tu~sd.n, Jui} 
fall and refuse to carr> out the terms or 9, Lumpkm. '\Vedn<'•day, July 10, Cuthbert 
this act, etc" Thursday, .July 11, Dawson. Frldav. Ju1 3 1 , 

I shall not discuss the menta of this Amerfcu8, Saturdn>, July 13, Alban) -· 
portlculnr bill It Is presumed Mr Bale ) ?.fonda.y, Jul~ 15, 1\loultrle, Tuesdn~. Juh 
has gh•en a great deal of thought to the 16, Bainbridge, 'Wednesday, July 17, Thoma •· 
simplest and most practicable method • tor ~me. Thursdn~·. Jul} 18, Qultmnn, l•"r•du, 
these "bo}'s to vote, with ever)' legal Pro- July 19, Valdosta, Saturda~, July ~o. Douglas' 
tcction to the voter and the candidate l\londa), .July z2, Sl l\e~ter, Tue.sday. JuJy 

ar In a cabled report to Secretary or W 
Baker a few days ago, Gilneral Pershing 

and that, as It reads, it subjects The Re- strucUon of the canals nnd the bndges, 
porter to unmerited criticism by patriOtiC I great and small, but the most grievous loss l 
Georgians because literally it does not Is the human loss. Thmk or the mlfllon l 
t thfull th · th dit I five hundred thousand cr1ppled heroes, and 
ru Y convey e meanmg e e or ln· poor wounded Invalids in the land or France 

tended. alone! Think of another mllllon five hun-

torg•ve-the transgressor "1\ ho Is rcspentant 
-but It Is a crime to forget the unspeakable 
atrocities, the dcvlllsh cruelties or the Ger
man ka1ser, the German war staff and tbe 
German army with Ita ten millions ot crim-
inals. 

It Is Important that this. or some suniJar 21. Ashburn; Wednesdnv, .Tuh· 24, Cordele, 
measure be paeaed. The right or suffrage Thursday, July. 25, Ha"k•nnllle, Frida,, 
ta the grea.test tunda.meutal privilege or .July 26, Ela~tman; Saturday. July 27, McRae. 

I 
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1918 DRAFT LOTTERY 
ENDED IN 2 HOURS 

ORDER OF 

Officials Make Quick Work of 
Drawing Key Numbers for 

744,000 New Reg.strants. 

246 FIRST OUT OF THE BOWJ_ 

"Major'' Billie Wellborn, a Young 
Woman, Completes tho Job After 

Baker and Others Start ft. 

'W"ASHINGTON, June 27-Swlttly and 
without a httch, the second draft lot
tery, affecting i44 000 men "'ho ha' e 
become 21 since June 5 last year, was 
h"ld today In the Senate Office Budding 

Newton D Baker, Secretary of War, 
lft'Oped Into the jar for the first capsule, 
Senator Chamberlain of the Mll!tary 
Committee drew the second 1\,.1 thin 
two hours from the ttme !l.fr Bal{er 
picked the first number, 246, " 1\!ajor ' 

HOW TO DETERMINE 
POSITION' IN THE DRAFT 

Apply Propartion of Number 
Order of Drawn to tht 

Registration Numeral. 

When their time tor service comes, 

men registered In the draft on ..June 5 
who are placed In Cla.oss X will be called 
up In the order In which their registra
tion numbers were drawn In Washlnuton 
J. esterJ.a. v As the number of men in 
the local dra.ft districts variP.s, only 
those r.tombers apply In any given dl~
trlct which are within the maximum 
number registered In that district 

The position of any man In the draft 
can be determ1ned very closely by e• ... 
tabllshlng the proportion between the 
total of numbers drawn yesterday to 
the number of men registered In any 
local draft district, and applying that 
proportion to the number Indicating the 

BI!Ue Wellborn, a ~oung woman clerk order In which the man's registration 
1n the Draft Information Bureau. drew I number was drawn 
out the last number, and the drawing I By "ay ot Illustration• The man hav
was O'\: er I ing registration number 250 in Draft 

Just 1 200 numbered slips rolled Into I District No 112 In i\-Ianhattan !mds by 
\, sules-enough to co\ e the llst of consult1ns;" the list on this page that hts 
_t-; registrants in the largest local nnn1ber was the sa.~.st number drawn In 
Ulstrlct In the countr~ -were dra" n Washington yesterday The total num
':'rom a. big ~lass bo" l and the numbers ber of registrants In District No 112 as 
"eeorded ln senal order L nder the law anothet' table on th1s page shows, is 2'i:l 
a.lJ the ne" registrants go at tbe bot· This Is !!3 per cent of the total numbers 
ttL'!):l t"- J".tc classes to whlch they may dJ awn )!esterday, namely 1,200, and this 
be ass1gned and the ordei 10 which tl ,., man's position in the draft among the 
hUnJber appearing on each man oo: 11en registered on June 0 wlll be rough
tration. c:a.ttl came from the bO\\!l. de- 1 h 23 per cent.. of 931, or 214 In other 
tennines Ills place m the list of ad-~ "ords he would be the 2Hth man to 
dltl&ns be called out of the 2i5 registered In 

After a brief explanatory stat~ment his district 
by Pro\ ost ~!arshal Gcneutl Crowder, 1 Th1s Is on the assumption that all tho 
Stcrctar:; Bal<er, blindfolded d1ew the others were placed In Class 1 and were 
tlrst number Genera) ~larch, Chtef of found physically fit The man's bab1ht) 
Staff, Chah man Cham bet lain ani Sena 1 to call for ser"'i lee would of cour3e, be 
tor \\ arrcn ut the Senate ::unitar) Com increased to the extent to which those 
mittee Chau man l.Jt:nt and Repre- whose numbers were called ahead of hJs 
sentatn e Kahn of Cah!orma d the Vi ere round to be ph~s1cally unfit or 
Huusc ::\Iilhan Committee and sc~ eral 1 wet e not quahfied to be placed In 
arm} otflcers each drel'f a numbe1 Th""'n j Class 1 
Jlhs• H nn d the hlmdfold and In the accompanying Jist the reglstra
proceeded to take out capsu'e~ With tion numbers are placed in sequPnce, and 
11 va ....,u:::o p1et.t~ton untll the h\eho l oppostte each registration number~~ the 
hundredth nuntbet had b( nn l ecm dcd 1 number ind1cahng the order in which 
on the bla.c.ttboa.rds und tallJ sheeto..z that registration number v.as drawn 
and the bo 1 \'t a::; cmph j 

Offrc1al and newsp :tp( r photog:raphers Yeur 1 Ord'er In 
Re;u.trat on Wh ch It 

and nw\ Jng pictut e men '"ere ln e'\ l- Number Wn.s Orawn 
dence as the cerernon:r started and tho 1-100 
blacl..boards \\ ei c photogL aphed at the l 
1'Jrn-.;h tv nlake theu 1 et:m d:;; per nmncnt 664 

The dt amat1c 1n'et est that uttendeu 2 496 
the fnst c.ha,\lng '\'¥hlch actuu.lty de- 3 ••• 252 
t.ern1ln<:d the or L.!:iHUt.l 01 d.e.r of ser-.: 1ce 4 92 
of 10 UUO OOt) 1 e=t::;;t1 anls n a::. allnost 
wlloll~,r lack.tn ~ 1n toU l) s proct:edJng 
Since men placed in Clao:.:s 1 are certain 
to be ca.Ut:J to the colors witlun a few 
months at most the oHln 1n "fhlch the 
new reg1st1 ants are placed is rclatn ely 

DRAFT EXTENSION 
APPARENTLY DOOMED 

Fall c:nd Other Suppt:;rters Lose 
Hope-Army Bill May Be 

Passed Today. 

WASHINGTON, June 27 -Debate on 
the Fall amendment to the $12 000 000 -
000 Arm~ Appropl 1at1on b'll providing 
for extension of the draft ages to 20 
and 40 'ears ,., a.s 1 e~umed 1n the Sen
ate toda'\ but con ..... EH.:raUon of the 
mea!;ure wn~:~ c:o del~\ ell ln tne f1ght on 
the suffrage resolutiOn that a "\Ole was 
not reached Leaders tonight hoped to 
dispose of the r..mcndment and pos-'='Jbl): 
pass the b 11 tomor .. o~ 

At tl e c.:onclus10n of the discussion 
today, Senator Fall sad he expet.::tr>d 
tha.t his effort to extend the draft ages 
would be futlle, and the general opmwn 
of Senators seemed to be that the 
amendment would be rejected 

Senators Reed of J\llssourl, Democratic 
member of the :bo.iJhtai) Commlttee. 
Lodge of l\Ias~achusetts. and Cummins 
ot lo?. a. ln m g1ng upon the Senate the 
neceSShV f01 inlmediate extension Of the 
draft ages challeng• d the opinion of 
Secreta1 y Baket end General March. 
Chief or Staff that the Jegislatlon "a.s 
not needed a.t this t1me The ~tussouri 
Sena.t:or how ever said he would bow to 
the d~ctslon of the War Department 
officials 

5 1093 
6 .... 649 
7 ... 617 
8 521 
9 ..• 1039 

10 13 
11 290 
12 .... 458 
13 ..• 248 
14 .... 661 
15 .... 823 
16 .... 205 
17 .... 25 
18 326 
19.. 693 
20 . 1,!l41 
21. •. 945 
22 ... 934 
23 923 
24 .... 658 
25 .... 444 
26 .... 834 
27 618 
28 133 
29 15 
30 406 
31. ... 856 
32 ... 203 
33 ... 233 
34 .... 461 
35 .... 301 
36 ..•• 728 
37 .... 722 
38 591 
39 .... 400 
40 .... 588 
41. ... 191 
42 ..•• 1113 
43 .... 883 
44 .... 767 
45 .... 164 
46 .... 512 
47 .... 978 
48 .... 245 
49 .... 433 
50 .... 972 
51. ... 181 
52 .... 645 

I You Order In 
Regldra:tlon Which It 

Numher W 2.s l>r-a.wn 
53 . 882 
54 .... 339 
55 .... 232 
56 .... 234 
57 .... 64 
58. • 455 
59 ... 718 
60 .... 986 
61 .. :. 174 
62 313 
63 ... 184 
64 ... 256 
65 .... 151 
66 .... 204 
67 .... 576 
68 ..• 730 
69. 295 
70 ... 113 
71. ... 680 
72 165 
73 1007 
74 28 
75 957 
76.... 66 
77... 511 
78 ... 72 
79 819 
80 .... 900 
81. ... 347 
82 .... 219 
83 .... 757 
84 .... 198 
85 .... 740 
86 .... 985 
87.... 82 
88 .... 375 
89 .... 136 
90 .... 148 
91. ... 177 
92 .... 774 
93 .... 528 
94 .... 566 
95 .... 504 
96 .... 865 
97 .... 1178 
98 .... 426 
99 .... 535 

100 .••• 1059 

101-200 
101. ••• 908 
102 •••• 240 
103 •••. 818 

Ord'er Itt 
Whl'h It 

Number Wu Drawn 

104 .•.. 847 
105 .... 1112 
106 ..•• 889 
107 .... 522 
108 .... 116 
109 ... 1084 
110 •••• 835 
111 .... 1028 
112 .... 488 
113 •••. 303 
114 .••. 398 
115 .•.• 1063 
116 .... 770 
117 .... 1104 
118 .... 1175 
119 ... 410 
120 . . 560 
121. ... 1155 
122 .... 73 
123 .... 542 
124 871 
125 ...• 156 
126 .... 981 
127 .... 907 
128 .... 803 
129 •..• 988 
130 . 100 
131... 540 
132 • 1165 
133 .••• 1111 
134 ••.. 895 
135 .... 161 
136 .... 32 
137 .... 263 
138 •••• 773 
139 .... 1108 
140 ..•. 797 
141. ... 833 
142 ... 884 
143 ..•• 329 
144 .... 922 
145. 37 
146 •... 1036 
147 .... 225 
148 •••• 567 
149 475 
150 .•.. 563 
151. ••• 139 
152 .. 1196 
163. 218 
154.. . 8 
155 .... 272 
156 •. 573 
157 855 
158 282 
159 912 
160 425 
161. ... 754 
162 .... 1162 
163 630 
164 ...• 779 
165 .... 665 
166.. 1102 
167 .... 1015 
168 ... 258 
169 .... 1016 
170 .... 919 
171 1190 
172 ... 753 
173 352 
174 . 1126 
175 •••• 1030 
176 ... 1115 
177.... 87 
178 .... 685 
179 .... 643 
180 •..• 947 
181. •.• 789 
182... 590 
183 1003 
184 .... 365 
185 .... 702 
186 545 
187 .... 420 
188 .•. 377 
189 .... 355 
190 ..•• 539 
191. .•• 217 
192 •••• 384 
193 ..• 271 
194 ••.. 562 
195 •••• 742 
196 .... 698 
197 .... 817 
198 .... 261 
199 .... 90 
200... 336 

201-300 
201. .. . 
202 .. .. 
203 .. .. 

905 
503 
207 

DRAFT 
Yeur Onfer In Your Ord'er In 

ADalstratlon Whloh It RealstrMioD Which It 

NUMBERS 
Orclar In 
Whloh It 

Ord'er In 
Which It 

Number Wu Drawn Number Wu Drawn Number Wu Drawn Wu Drawn 
204 .••• 565 
205 .••• 997 
206 .... 247 
207.... 46 
208 .••• 682 
209.... 86 
210.... 16 
211. ••• 836 
212 •••• 171 
213 .... 1114 
214 .••• 942 
2f5 .... 1090 
216 277 
217 .... 806 
218 ..•. 208 
219 .... 657 
220. 1052 
221. .•. 1160 
222 ...• 799 
223 ..•• 332 
224 ... 391 
225 1200 
226 63 
227 620 
228 472 
229 
230 .... 
231 

102 
695 
186 

232 602 
233 639 
234 .... 176 
235 .••• 1118 
236., .1182 
237 ... 670 
238 •••• 224 
239 .... 98 
240 ..•• 278 
241. ... 296 
24~ ...• 1054 
243 ... 519 
244 .... 183 
245 ... 387 
246.... 1 
247 ... 502 
248 .•• 894 
249 •.• 1087 
250 ... 931 
251. ... 622 
252... 84 

• 253 452 
254 .... 249 
255 .•. 1053 
256 .•.• 879 
257 .... 399 
258 . 637 
259 19 
260 .... 568 
261. ... 1089 
262 .... 641 
263 .... 518 
264 ... 372 
265 ... 571 
266 ..•• 357 
267 .... 269 
268 .. • 71 
269 . 91 
270 .... 289 
271 .. 1177 
272 866 
273 992 
274 197 
275 ••.• 169 
276 •... 162 
277 .... 457 
278 ... 361 
279.... 78 
280 .... 411 
281. 1088 
282 ... 960 
283 1100 
284 •••. 613 
285 236 
286 954 
287 516 
288 449 
289. 586 
290 .••. 1094 
291 1066 
292 •••• 788 
293 ... 473 
294 .... 149 
295 •••• 737 
296 ... 414 
297 .... 267 
298 .... 23 
299 .... 206 
300 .... 548 

301-400 
301. ... 1192 
302 .••• 130 
303 •..• 316 

304 .... 170 
305 .... 18 
306 .... 95 
307 ••. 1018 
308 •••• 129 
309 •.•• 514 

'310 .. 1109 
311.. 1011 
312 .... 653 
313 ... 7G5 
314 ..•. 877 
315 ... 212 
316 ... 450 
31'7 .... 194 
318 700 
319 112 
320 96 
321 255 
322.. . 35 
323 995 
324 .... 977 
325. .1179 
326 .. 1069 
327 ... 1048 
328.. 26 
329 ... 751 
330 68 
331. 1040 
332 1181 
333 594 
334 1051 
335 190 
336 691 
337 .... 317 
338 .... 351 
339 •••• 715 
340 '\. 899 
341. ... 1128 
342 254 
343 775 
344 367 
345 •. 1137 
346 ... 402 
347 .... 546 
348 .. 182 
349... 463 
350 ...• 925 
351 606 
352 419 
353 251 
354 ... 1080 
355 10 
356 755 
357 .... 118 
358 .. 898 
359 ... 893 
360 .... 428 
361.... 24 
362 .•.. 427 
363 • 1096 
364 .... 726 
365 •.•• 158 
366 •••. 672 
367 .... 201 
368 ... 481 
369 .... 832 
370 .... 27 
371 ... 808 
372 ... 260 

·373 •••. 1132 
374 .... 891 
375 •••• 999 
376 .... 1083 
377.... 56 
378 .••• 1013 
379 •••• 1186 
380 .... 913 
381 664 
882 .• 794 
383 .... 708 
384 .... 1021 
385 .... 298 
386 .•.• 690 
387 .... 761 
388 ... 932 
389 •••• 1186 
390 .... 1138 
391. .. 888 
392 .... 526 
393 •••• 1117 
394 .... 953 
395 .... 996 
396 .... 172 
397 .... 107 
398 •••• 312 
399 .... 1065 
400 .... 846 

401-500 
401. ••• 181 
402 .... 636 
403 ...• 1067 

404 ••.• 338 
405 •••• 179 
406 .... 656 
407 •••• 675 
408 .... 1142 
409 ••• 1072 
410 .... 22 
411 •.•• 164 
412.. 507 
413 .... 1173 
414... 120 
415. 629 
416 . 674 
417.. 743 
418 388 
419.. 231 
420 478 
421 .. 1014 
422 790 
423 .... 494 
424 . 353 
425 1149 
426 532 
427. 223 
428 ... 749 
429. 242 
430 480 
431 554 
432. 442 
433 . 465 
434. 383 
435 459 
436 678 
437 935 
438 366 
439 711 
440 331 
441 ... 1075 
442. . 262 
443 •. 358 
444 •.• 1157 
445 .... 17 
446 ... 196 
447 .... 67 
448 . 464 
449 •.•• 1172 
450 .•.. 385 
461. ... 552 
452 .... 445 
453 .... 470 
454 •.•. 138 
465 .••• 816 
456 ••.. 655 
457 .... 944 
458 •• 1032 
459 .... 694 
460 .... 946 
461. ... 1026 
462 .••. 330 
463 •.•• 1097 
464 ... ' 297 
465 .••• 108 
466 ••.. 124 
467 .... 800 
468 •••. 1191 
469.... 6 
470.... 40 
471. ... 671 
472 .... 762 
473 •.•• 926 
474 .••• 619 
475 .••• 911 
476 .... 1124 
477 .... 250 
478 •••• 769 
479.... 5 
480 .... 447 
481. ••• 360 
482.... 41 
483 ••.. 916 
484 •••• 975 
485 .... 822 
486 ..•. 1061 
487 .... 724 
488 •••• 1167 
489 .... 354 
490 .... 875 
491. ••• 1031 
492.... 7 
493 .... 392 
494 •.•• 699 
495 .... 809 
496 .... 1076 
497 •••• 776 
498 .... 409 
499 .••• 1131 
500 .••• 101 

501-600 
501 .... 346 
502 ... 1150 
503 ... 556 

504 •••. 468 
505 •••• 719 
506 .... 721 
507... 69 
508.. 904 
509 .... 903 
510 ..•. 489 
511. •.• 821 
612. •' 422 
513 .• 308 
514... 772 
515.: 1027 
516 80 
517... 611 
518 286 
519 155 
520 675 
521 335 
522 160 
523 1035 
524. 873 
525 1127 
526 1125 
627 1193 
528 ... 1005 
529. 9 
530 220 
531. 720 
532 902 
533 815 
634 731 
535 237 
536. 1010 
537. 379 
538.. 887 
539 ... 845 
540 454 
541. ... 621 
542 ... 853 
543 .... 274 
544 .... 1146 
545 ... 264 
546 .••. 435 
547 ...• 443 
548 .. 211 
549 ..•. 246 
550 .1120 
551 •••• 1943 
552 .... 293 
653 ... 527 
554 .... 469 
555 . . . 60 
556 .... 1047 
557 '.. 79 
558 •• 640 
559... 609 
560 .••. 1058 
561. 508 
662 ..•• 706 
563 .... 971 
564 .... 692 
565 •••• 614 
566 .... 758 
567 .... 259 
568 .... 1194 
569 .... 933 
570 ..•. 166 
571 •. 1106 
572 .•.• 677 
573 .••• 929 
574 •.•. 214 
576 ... 116 
576 ..•• 632 
577 .... 569 
578 •••• 382 
579 •••• 121 
580 .... 11 
581. ... 862 
582 ••• ' 921 
583 .... 1079 
584 .... 482 
585 .• 241 
586 796 
587 .... 559 
588 .••. 500 
589 •••• 122 
590 .••• 477 
591. ••• 1055 
592 .... 745 
593 .... 878 
59 •••.. 341 
595.... Gil 
596 ..•• 176 
597 .... 659 
598 •••. 1136 
599 .... 14 
600 .... 1046 

601-700 
601. ... 1042 
602 .... 667 
603 .••• 345 

O~d'er In 
Which It 

Wu Drawn 

604 •••• 356 
605 .... 599 
606 •.•• 1134 
607 .... 381 

608 ... 525 
609 .... 1110 
610 ••. 669 
611. ... 1078 
612 .••• 692 
613 .... 188 
614 .••• 930 
615.. 561 
616 462 
617 47 
618 .... 31 
619 •.•• 1189 
620 .... 334 
621 608 
622 .••• 226 
623 •••• 764 
624 .•.• 597 
625 .••. 827 
626 266 
627 ... 861 
628... 537 
629 550 
630.. 304 
631. 543 
632 429 
633 ... 603 
634 1070 
635 .... 714 
636 ... 369 
637 •. 202 
638 ••.• 288 
639. . 238 
640 .... 626 
641 ... 1154 
642 ... 859 
643 .... 359 
644 ... 302 
645 ••.. 1183 
646 •••• 939 
647. 601 
648 403 
649 348 
650 ... 1071 
651. ... 848 
662.... 52 
653 .... 777 
654 .... 615 
655 .... 306 
656 .... 943 
65'1 .... 453 
658 530 
65!l ... 994 
660 .... 344 
661 ... 471 
662 •••• 683 
663 .... 487 
664 .... 39 
665 •••• 625 
666 .... 319 
667 .... 795 
668 .... 76 
669 .... 70'6 
670 .••. 940 
671. ... 684 
672 •••. 958 
673 .••• 936 
674 .... 979 
675 •••• 1019 
676 ••.• 307 
677 .... 467 
678 .... 857 
679 .... 686 
680 .... 710 
681. ... 1176 
682 .... 364 
683 •••• 1123 
684 •••• 1197 
685 .•.. 389 
686 .... 746 
687 .... 495 
688 .... 244 
689 .... 991 
690 1198 
691. ••• 140 
692 .... 49 
693 •••• 698 
694 .••• 270 
696 .... 434 
696 .... 778 
697 .... 343 
698 ••.• 709 
699 .... 952 
700 .... 918 

701-800 
701 ... 386 
702 635 
703 ••.• 187 

704 .••. 138 
705 .•. 1161 
706 .... 581 
707. 448 
708 961 
709. 322 
710 •... 668 
711. .. 1133 
712 59 
713 .... 524 
714 .... 241 
715 901 
716... 747 
71'/ 474 
718 •. 210 
719 ••.. 127 
720 ... 1049 
721. .. 1180 
722 ... 712 
723 .. 1107 
724. 993 
725 ... 1158 
726 633 
727 ... 396 
728 324 
729 .... 842 
730 •••• 102/i 
731 ... 914 
732 .... 
733 • 
734 .... 

983 
784 
41G 

735 ... 725 
736 ••.. ~.u 
737.... J8 
738 ..• 1141 
739 .... ,j.,l7 
740.. . 12 
741 732 
742 .. • 83 
743 178 
744 .... 909 
745 .... 374 
74C: ... 862 
747.. • > 9 
748 .... 8.l7 
749 .... 924 
750 ... t195 
751. ••• 420 
752 ..•. 153 
753 .. 03 
754 •••. 605 
765.. 741 
7oo •••• 763 
757 ••• 1002 
758 ••. 517 
759 . 1024 

- 71:0. • • • 52;:1 
761. ••• 340 
'lb2 .. 227 
763 .... ll66 
764 .... 688 
7G5 •••• 896 
766 .••• 300 
767 .... 48 
768 .... 499 
769 .... 424 
770 ••.. 585 
771. ... 820 
772 .... 839 
773 •••. 570 
774 .... 1159 
'775 .... 849 
776 .••• 265 
777.... 42 
778 .... 94 
779 .... 1103 
780 .••• 876 
781. ... 565 
782 .... 811 
783 ... 987 
784 .... 738 
785 .. • 74 
786 .... 580 
787 .... 142 
788 •• 1170 
789 ... 373 
790 .... 596 
791. •• 534 
792 .... 126 
793 .... 116 
794 •••• 844 
7\!5 •••• 596 
796 ...• 704 
797 •••• SH 
798 .... ,89 
799 ... 990 
800 ••• 147 

801-900 
801. ... 229 
802 .... 460 
803 .... 970 

Orlfer In 
Whl'b It 

Wu Drawn 

804 .••• 616 
805 .. :. 843 
806 •••• 1163 
807 .... 144 
808 .•.. 583 
809 .... 111 
810 •.•. 1164 
811 •.•• 584 
812 ... 490 
813 ... 823 
814 .... 1091 
815... 363 
816 •• 243 
817.. . 54 
818. .. 3 
819 .... 328 

820 .... 128 
821. ••• 998 
822.... 97 
823 •••• 275 
824 .... 1029 
825 •••• 159 
826 .•.. 1023 
827 .... 1073 
828 .•. 493 
829 .••. 161 
830 .... 479 
831. .. 1006 
832 .... 927 
833... 200 
834 •.•. 1187 
835 . 798 
836 .... 30 
837 .... 869 
838 .... 750 
839 .... 950 
840 .... 117 
841. ••• 538 
842 •••• 707 
843 •••• 823 
844 •.•. 814 
845 •••. 872 
846 •..• 885 
847 ... 456 
848 .... 1077 
849 ... 1060 
850 ..•. 1188 
851. ••• 104 
852 •••• 1037 
853 .... 642 
854 •••• 969 
855 .... 401 
856 .... 466 
867 •..• 441 
858 .•.• 650 
859 .... 99 
860 .••• 119 
861. ... 733 
862 •.•. 235 
868 •.•• 1056 
864 •••• 284 
865 ... 285 
866 .... 948 
867 .... 145 
868 •••• 612 
869 .... 309 
870 ..• 1121 
871. ... 558 
872 .... 785 
873 ... 1098 
874 .••• 964 
875 •... 193 
876 .••. 870 
877 ..•• 1064 
878 •••• 1086 
879 •.•• 1074 
880 ..• 292 
881. ·-. 135 
882 •••• 593 
883 •.•• 928 
884 .... 734 
885 .... 65 
886 .•.• 413 
887 .... 681 
888 ••.. 968 
889 .••• 1139 
890 ... 858 
891. 974 
892 .•• 1068 
893 .... 418 
894 •.•• 1174 
895 .... 318 
896 .... 687 
897 .... 634 
898 ... 393 
899 .... 780 
900 .... 549 

901-1000 
901. ••. 1156 
902... 199 
903 •.•. 604 

Your Ord'e.r Itt 
Reolotratlon Which It 

Number Wu Drawn 

\!04 .... 5.33 
905 .... 760 
906 .... 173 
907 ... 783 
908 .••• 973 
909 •••• 431 
910 .••. 1062 
911 .... 531 
912 .... 850 
913 .... 589 
914 .... 483 
915 .••• 1122 
916 ... 624 

917 .... 660 
918 .... 505 
919 ... 1099 
920 647 
921 .... 160 
922 ... 717 
923 .... 88 
924 .... 257 
925 408 
926 ... 748 
927 294 
928.... 77 
929 ... 620 
930 • • 484 
931. .1152 
932 ..•. 852 
933. . 1130 
934 .••• 874 
935 .... 370 
936 . 1199 
937... 141 
938 965 
939. 491 
940 405 
941 ... 1169 
942 •.• 440 
943 .... 830 
944 .•.• 679 
945 ...• 831 
946 .. 1020 
947 .... 497 
948 ..•• 492 
949 •••• 736 
950 ... 1092 
951 .• 1057 
952 .••• 415 
953 .... 1034 
954 .... 955 
956 .... 906 
956 .... 579 
957 .... 215 
958 •• 868 
959 .••• 610 
960 •••• 1171 
961. ... 29 
962 .... 506 
963. ' •• 557 
964 .... 320 
965 .... 917 
966 .••• 849 
967 .... 840 
968 .... 1144 
969 .... 83 
970 •.•• 574 
971. ... 920 
972 .... 510 
973 ..•• 787 
974 .... 192 
975 ..•• 744 
976 .... 305 
977 .... 407 
978 ... 390 
979 .... 437 
980 •••• 228 
981 ••• 1168 
982 .... 1147 
983 .... 781 
984 ••.• 213 
985 .... 283 
986 ..•• 854 
987 •.•. 1135 
988 .... 45 
989 •... 867 
990 ... 716 
991. • 451 
992 •. '. 279 
993 .. 1009 
994 .... 1082 
995 •••• 221 
996 .... 1085 
997 ...• 1081 
998 . • 696 
999 .••• 273 

1000 ... 961 

1,001-1,100 
1001.... 34 
1002 .... 673 
1003 .••• 897 

Ord'er In 
Whloh It 

Number Wu Drawn 

1004... 838 
1005 .. 752 
1006. 967 
1007. 20 
1008 . 1140 
1000 ... 812 
1010 .1004 
1011 .•. 551 
1012 .. . 58 
1013 .. 114S 
1014 .... 31! 
1015 ... 636 
1016 .•• 103 
1017 .... 1050 
1018 ..•. 810 
1019 ••.. 1143 
1020 ..• 890 
1021. ••• 607 
1022 .•.. 412 
1023 ..•• 739 
1024 .... 631 
1025.. . 86 
1026 577 
1027 807 
1028 •.•. 376 
1029 .•. 168 
1030 1129 
1031. •. 1012 
10_,32 •••• 342 
1033 .... 5i2 
1034 ••. 310 
1035. 157 
1036 •.• 52q 
1037 ••• 4~6 
1038 .•• 627 
1039 •.•. 1101 
1040 •..• 350 
1041. .•• 735 
1042 .... 239 
1043 .... 446 
1044 .... 782 
1045 476 
1046 701 
1047 966 
1048 ••.• 230 
1049 •..• 337 
1050 .... 564 
1061. .•• 195 
1062 .... 651 
1053 •.•• 938 
1054 .•. 1184 
1056 956 
1056 ..•. 771 
1057 .• 623 
1058 697 
1059 •..• 1116 
1060 .... 600 
1061 .... 792 
1062 .... 703 
1063 ••.• 863 
1064 •••• 676 
1065 •••• 892 
1066 •••• 729 
1067 .... 143 
1068 .... 949 
1069 •.•• 114 
1070 .... 662 
1071.... 65 
1072 .... 380 
1073 860 
1074 .... 786 
1075 •••• 976 
1076 .... 766 
1077 .... 485 
1078 . .. 51 
1079 •• , • 881 
1080 ..•• 486 
1081. 1044 
1082 ..• 582 
1083 281 
1084 •••• 299 
1085 ...• 802 
1086 333 
1087 .•• 851 
1088 .... 864 
1089 .••. 134 
1090 •••• 216 
1091 4 
1092 .... 984 
1093 .••• 105 
1094 .... 880 
1095 .... 395 
1096 ••.. 664 
1097 .... 759 
1098 .... 432 
1099 •••. 801 
1100 ..•. 509 

1.101-1,200 
1101. ••• 962 
1102 .... 959 
1103 •••. 1095 

] Your 
Reglstratl,n 

Number 

orcrcr In 
Whl hIt 

Wcs Drawn 

1104 .••• 253 
1105, •••• 327 
1106 •••• 828 
1107 ..• 126 
1108 •••• 756 
1109 •••• 523 
1110 .... 648 
1111 .... 62 
1112 .... 209 
1118 •••• 910 
1114 •..• 516 
1115... 67 
1116 •.•• 1022 
1117 .... 50 
1118 .... 268 
1119 .•.• 1145 
1120_. 132 
1121. ••. 1033 
1122 •••• 325 
1123 •.•• 1166 
1124 .••. 1038 
1125 •••• 123 
1126 .... 109 
1127 .... 541 
1128 •••• 287 
1129 •.•. 1017 
1130 •••• 291 
1131..-. 824 
1132 ..•. 982 
1133 ••.• 106 
1134 •••• 826 
1136 ..•• 421 
1136 ..• 723 
1137 .... 371 
1138 .... 513 
1139. ~ • 829 
1140 .... 1151 
1141. ... 886 
1142 .... 804 
1143 •••• 1001 
1144 ..•• 868 
1145 .••. 404 
1146 •••• 280 
1147 .... 137 
1148 .•.• 793 

1149 ..•. 989 
1150 ... 1045 
1151. •.. 397 
1152 .... 276 

Ord'or Itt 
Which It 

Number Was Drawn 

1153.... 21 
1154.... 43 
1155 .... 394 
1156- ... 791 
1157 .... 813 
1158 •••• 638 
1f59 .... 587 
1160.... 75 
1161. ••• 963 
1162 .... 180 
1163 ••.• 321 
1164 .... 70 
1165 •••• 5'18 
1166 •••• 980 
1167 .... 417 
1168.... 2 
1169 .•.• 153 
1170 .... 646 
1171. ... 1008 
1172 .••• 768 
1173 •••• 189 
1174 .... 61 
1175 •••• 498 

' 1176 •••• 805 
1177 .... 915 
1178 .... 1119 
1179 .... 439 
1180 .... 713 
1181. ••• 110 
1182 ... 1153 
1183 .... 311 
1184 .... 727 
1185 •••. 937 
1186 ••.• 1000 
1187 .... 222 
1188 •••• 315 
1189 .... 553 
1190 •••• 168 
1191. ••• 544 
1192 .... 825 
1193 •••• 662 
1194... 44 
1195 .... 36 
1196 .... 53 
1197 .... 501 
1198 •••• 186 
1199 •••• 1105 
1200.... 81 

CITY'S DR.A.Ff R.EGISTR.ATION. 

Table Showing Number of Men En• 
rolled in Each District. 

Board 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 

Board 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
84 
115 
86 
87 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 « 

Board 
89. 
00 
91 
92 
D3 
94 
1)5 
116 
07 
98 
99 

100 
101 
102 
103 
104 
105 
106 
107 
108 
109 
110 
111 
112 
118 
114 
115 
116 

No 
Men 

181 
249 
236 
165 
233 
232 
194 
256 
HiS 
217 
178 
212 
161 
208 
281 
211 
110 
209 
220 
225 
239 
262 
203 
275 
215 
275 
H6 
200 

No 
1\!en 

174 
109 
203 
1112 
194 

No 
1\!en 

159 
196 

lllanhottan. 
No 

Boa.rd Men 
117 104 
118 177 
110 178 
120 185 
121 212 
122 198 
123 207 
124 i7 
125 105 
121) 96 
127 212 
128 188 
129 132 
130 192 
131 111 
132 126 
133 144 
134 146 
135 172 
136 138 
137 162 
138 215 
139 179 
140 2i9 
141 151 
142 206 
148 1M 
1« 247 

Queen•. 
No 

Board Men 
li6 164 
177 223 
178 239 
1711 239 
180 257 
Rlcb.J:nond. 

No 
Board Men 
188 100 

Board 
189 

No 
Men 
lA~ 
110 
217 
1~4 
1Rfl. 
luJ 

No 
1\!en 

157 
1'10 
163 
193 
15~ 
lt.G 
~0~ 
lilfi 
161 
1!1() 
18<1 
200 
17i 
lBS 
1110 
20! 
280 
lu6 
162 
261 
190 
160 

No 
Men 

• 1118 

" Let us not deceh e ourselves Ger
many up to th1s dal' has been trl 
umphant In thls war he said ' It Ia 
time to quit da\ dreaming pertnany 
has today even with the mHhon Amer
icans un tne front an advantag~ in 
men according to information I get I 

~t:ieryi s:,;.e a'\~~ ~!;'y a;ur~dlf'lh~g~,!_~ 36 000 REGISTRANTS I ~al~e ~"§~~;.o~~·u"J 8
9J\"Uetln No 

67 i WOOD f.OR DRAFT EXTENSION· SIFTS DRAFT OBJECTORS. 1 STIRRING JOB FEEDING GUNS. HONOR NEGRO WAR HEROES. 1 FOR NEW MILITARY LAW. 
is won it must be by the United States I It wUI be the dub o! the Local Lav. I ----
puttmg forth so great an effort that we J Boards to advise re;L8trants in making out Thl k E f Wild C N I I 
have not begun to dream of It" their questionnaires and In order that this n & very Man Between 30 and Investigating Board Induces Many New York Policemen Write o olonel Roosevelt Sends Pralae of at ona Association Wants Men of 
ov~~~r~'l';t s:~~t~e ~~~~d s~~~t ;':,11";&~~ GE"' QUES"'IONNAIRES t'h~YL~;;:_j''L:_';:;1vB'~irg;n.iw~d ~.;',:';i:;',;'~j;,a~! 45 Sh.>uld Be Carrying a Gun. to Accept Army Service. Driving In Ammunition Train. Privates Johnson and Roberta. I 19 Put In Tralnlna. 
or sufficient size be sent to Europe: with 

11 1 :01~d~l~e~f ~~~~~a;~~e aa~d 8;-~';~~~v!~fer~ 8pet»ar to The New lor1c Timoa Speofcd to Th" ].,"'ew York Times Martin 3 Johnson and John Ferretti. The Woman's Auxiliary of the old 15th A public canlpalgn for universal m 1h-
as little delay as possible so that if a place and should consult w1th the lucal ANN ARBOR, :Mich, June lrT -" E'- W ''SHINGTON June 27 -R~ports on I formerly New York Policemen, who are lnfantry, the negro regiment now serv- tarv training and service will be started sJmllar collapse shoulrl happen to anv t1 b d 1 bl h 0 a • u itl 
of the o[her nat1ons fighting Germany ~~e~fe 0~ poo~i ~totic~:1!\ P[h~ai.Jcale *.x... ery rna.n in the United States between the progress being made by the bon.rd now section chiefs In an ammun on inS" in France as the 369th. turned out' soon by the National Association tor 
1t would be able to defend 1tself All New Yorkers in Oraft Must emption Boarrl headquarters, stating "hero the ages of 30 and 4:1 should be carr)- composed of Major Richard Stoddard train ha.ve sent to Commlsswner En· last night to honor the deeds of Prhates 1 Unl\ ersal 1\!llltary Training, whose 
w;:r Be.;,.o:e~ J\e h:~: (~'r~~f115 ~ioothf~ ~~~ ~~ad~u~~c~sh~id~~ir~:~l a!::'~e!~~~ etng a. gun toda} The country should Judge Julian w Mack ot Chicago and right a graphic description of an am- Henry .Johnson ot Albany and Needham 1 headquarters are Jn W e.shlngton Gen 
7 000 000 troops in Europe I think, File Answers Not Later trom the Exemption Board headquarters draft them Dean Harlan or the Stone o! Columbia. munition traln at the front dashing up Roberts o'f New York ~ho .sing-le hand Is B M ~oung. u s A., retired J~ 
continued Senator Reed • Bachelors of Th N t Th d HE."'RY W TAFl' Chairman This was the opening declaration of Law School In examining conscientious to supply troops ln ac'tlon ed, nearly exterminated a German raid- 1 President, Elihu Root and Charles 
i!fej0 ni~ns~~u~1 f~ i8'*d before the mar· an ex urs ay. I ~¢...~J-l£S D'E~~'fu'i.i:.. Jr. Secretary Major Gen Leonard Wood In an Inter- I objectord at the various army tramlng I . You never can picture the ammunl- lng party and won the Croix de Guerre I Deering are Honorary VIce PreB!dents 

Btortes that Austria Is abou tto tall v1ew here today 1 camps have begun to reach the War tlon trains frantic contortions during There were more than 700 persons In and Robert 1\ 1\.clley Is VIce President 
to pieces, that food riots are frequent, RULES FOR LOCAL BOARDS The District Board of Appeals, ot "Look around you In your cities In I D art t 1 an action unless you have seen them, the Harlem Casino, llOth Street and The organization ""s formerly the As-
and the country Is about to rebel were which Georgn L Ingraham Is the chair- lOUr villages ana counuy towns, and on .f:,e :,::~d has been able In many In· I say the, former patrolmen In a. joint Lenox Avenue, when :Mrs Henry John- soclatlon for National :i\lllltary Sen lee 
rsekglalrfudl~dy ~,ilJ'ep~!~o~oRl'i,'if fh'e ·~~fj Y~t~ ~lal nl,ocljtaals blsosauredds atpoccblael clnasrterfuucltllonnsthtc>e the farms, and see how many strong, tances to clea up misunderstandings Jetter • In spite of your owhn !br~·~~d son, wife of Pnvate Johnson, and the Charles Biddle of Philadelphia counsel 

:II ~ able men there are of the ages I men- 8 r I and aching bouy you feel at til a e Rev and Mrs Roberts of Mount Holly, for the association is drafting a. law 
slosthene.futlonre'Eodge said an extension of the Special Instruction• for Handling handling of cases where exemption from tloned fit and ready yes eager to enter which caused men to refuse to perform sl!lht Few correspondentB have men- N J the parents of the other hero, hi h th 1 tl ts t h 

1 1 1 E 1 service Is claimed on the ground of tbe h,;_ttle Men or 45 'today-that f8 military service A typical ca..9e Is that tloned the ammumt!on trains because were escorted to the platform " c e assoc a on expec 0 a.'o 
ll&"b "!._ U'gJt~era"Y':" !'~~':,~ :~'"!~~~~.J'o~!~ Cases nvo v ng xempt on alienage The District Board states most of them-are just as capable of of Camp Gordon Atlanta Ga. At this I they have never alefen t~e /fams ~~ a8· A number of those who had been In- submitted to Congress In a. short time 
bll "" 1 1 th d t on Ground of Alienage fighting and In aome cases more so 11 1 ' b f en 1 tlon w1t1h thhe1

1r hat rna t rg?' 8 !tth~ vlted to attend sent letters of regrets • 'Ibis bill provldeo, • said H H !;e~heou.:;a~e•::r_.trg~~o~edn low"erfr':~ f~e , that there are now upwards of WO cases than m,{ny young men of 21. The army camp an unusua y arge num er o m ~~f up oil ih:l~ s f~ruJ:ne'.1 g ::faddened One of these was from Colonel Roose- 8heeta, Sect etary of the assoclatton, 
clre.tt limit below 21 but f~V'ili'ed Its I before the board on appeal where the needs officers and men from 30 to 4o are segregJ,Ltcd as objectors Seventy ho:;~s with the crfshlng of the shells velt, who made up for his absence by lut night, " tha' all young men be· 
extension to 40 yea.rP The classification of the men reglst- local boards, ha' lng orlgmally classl- are more mature-more efficient, I two ot the number have been persuaded around making the most terrible din pr~~~~lnC~~.~~~~~~~.f 'f1!~t s~;~/1~ tween the ages of 19 and z;; should be 

--- ered In New York on June 5, last, has tied the registrants as allens upon re- should say-than many or the younger to accept noncombatant service under Imaginable' _ cannot accept your kind Invitation trained fm mlhtan service It "Ill 
ARMY VS CIVIL MORTALITY begun The first batch of questionnaires examination have disregarded the allen- men the provlalons of the Prealdent's execu· Describing the action of the ammunl the Colonel wrote Mrs Frazier Pres!-

• • was mailed to about 12,000 of the new age cU.Ims and rccla.ssltled the men as 1 Ah mhelrlca Is ffachlng theldgreTahtest crlslls tl' order Twelve men withdrew their tlon trains In the last big battle over dent of the Woman a Auxiliary ' • Prl- dove tall with tt nresent drr !t Ia w 
n t e story 0 t e wor • e war 9 e the1e they sa> vates Johnson and Roberts have shown '\hen the last lnt!rement of the ora. ted Fort Totten Paper Gives Risk Aver· registrants on Tuesday Approximately liable to serv1ce The records In these not yet over and may not be for a long objections, ar It was found by the ]!oard • The horses became terrified and be- themselves to be of the heroic type men has left the •amps th• mell or 2ll 

thB same number was mailed on cases, the Appeal Board points out come I time The enemy has not reached the that they had misunderstood the orlgJ gan to jump and pi mge In fact, they There are many such men In the flth "Ill be Rent B:; <he time they oeco ue 
ages of Enlisted Men. ~-ednesday and the tlnnl lot was sent up In a variety of ways which are end of hls resources and has hundred• Ina! questions and should not have been always do, can't seem to get uhsed Ito and lOth Calvary with whom I had the 21 and ehS'lble to sene In the arm~ 

• ot: thousands or veteran soldiers .stdl 111. lt The rain of ahells beca.me eav er ho t serve 1n Santiago • th• y wUl ha-ve completed their training 
Aecordlng to the editors of Tot, a out :;esterday Under the law the enumerated By way of suggestion the the field and Is constantly training e'- classed as conscientious objectors every hundred yards Not a few lim- i'~ler~ were also read from Goverr.o• Afterward the men 19 years old 

weekly newspaper pub)lshed by the en- questionnaires must be fllled out and Dlstnct Board says that the flndmgs I ery man that Is available Amen ca. will Flrty-rour men failed to convince the bers were hit Sometimes the horses Whitman. Mayor Watt of Albany, and would be sent to camp, and "hen they 
listed men at Fort Tottan, a person tiled with the boards within seven days of the local boards In these cases on have to send the greatest army ever board of their Inability to take up actually scream, but the limbers com- Governor Edge ot New Jersey The had been trained for ele\ en months theY 

after they are mailed This means that reconsideration should, It the facts war- dreamed of before victory will be ours, lllta 1 *lth t 1 1 ti t lng up behind have to get to their own enthusiasm of the meeting reached Its would be used tor home defense, and 
Uvea longer in the army than he does in rant it, contatn the following elements !or. of course, we wtll finally win. bur m ry serv ce ou v 0 a on ° destination as quick as possible. an~ highest points when Mrs Johnson and musterqed into the nrmy when they be-
elvll llfe. Considerable space was de- the time limit tor the first 12.000 Is up (a) That tile local board not only ex- the task before us Is a mighty one" their consciences They must, there- there ts little t1me to think of anything I the father of Roberts got up to speak I came .1 With their tramlng and ex-
voted to this question In their weekly next' Tuesday, the remainder being due amlned the documentary proofs exhibited "When do you think the war will tore accept any such service apeclfled but ones own job, and little enough fg_r Both told of ho.vlng received letters perlence m this cou1;1try they "ould be 
•·-ue which came out yesterday on the twn. eucceedtng days by the registrant but !!!Ubjected blm to D.D. end? he V.:tts asked for them by the commanding orrtcer or that The nmse of the traffic and t e from the aoldiera in Which they said ready for immediate servlce in France 
.I.IKI ..... oral examination. u No ma.n can tell smash of the shells drowns the voice ot th t they had been wounded and re 

One ot the leading articles gives fig· The following Instructions were mailed (b) Its views ao to tho eredlblllty ot end till It comes face court-martial Twenty-three, mem· the drivers and it drowns the wall of w:rded and that they were recovering 
ur..- compiled by Allen Albert on war yesterday bY the Legal Advisory Board ~~:u~~f~~tr~t a!';-"!~c~."0~r h~~rc~:;.':,':!~c~~ " The Italian 'lctory on the Plave was bers of religious denominations opposed approaching 

1
sh111st 11 th t It does In the hospital Roberts said that he 

mortality statistics According •o these of New York City, of which Henry W disclosed very encouraging stlll It is not by am to any form of military service, who f Perhafs Itt 8 us 1~ 'fe th a men to hnd been visited by three French war 
~al~ulatlons more soldiers wlll return 'raft is the Chairman. to the Chairmen to) An to whether or not the registrant means such a crushing blow to the en.. were regarded as sincere In their con- I or 1\h s hno ~os~d s:ek o~helt:r They chief~ 

~ h 1 ... ._ has &atisfJed tho board beyond a. reason- emy as it mal appear to many A fe" 1 eave e orse a h h th 
rom tbe war than many mot ers m- of the 189 district legal boards In ..... e able doubt that he Is an allen non· more such great victories, howe,er "Ill 'lctlons, were recommended for tur have to drive right on t roug 

1 
':, McAdoo Report~ 595 Exemptions. 

a1:1ne These arc the f1gures as to sol 1 declarant 1 h d f 1 ff t h 1 1 loughs at privates pay barrage and the pandemonium, gest cu ~ 
diers• chances .. Twent~ -nine chances C ty stereotyped fonns of. expr!:!sslon should ave a won er u e ec. on t e u t mate latlng and rOU.l ing themselves hoar-se at '\"' ASHINGTON June 27 -Secrctar:,: 
of coming home to one chance of being To the Chairmen of Local LaV{ Boards be avoided and every c."l.se should be de- 1 ending of the Rtruggle In foul cases the board expressed horses \Vhich do not hear and are too 
killed ninety e1ght chances of recover- The permanent.. members ha,. e just been tennlned upon its special :!acts and tho itself 1n doubt. and recommended that frightened to sec They are bearing McAdoo today informed the !louse tn 
fng !rom wounds to two chances of tmpre~slon made on the local board as a. To Hear Mooney Case on July 1 the lnen be sent to Fort Leavenworth .. he mesa for the guns that must never response to a resolution by Represcnta-dying one chnnce tn 500 of loslng a Informed that bcgtnntng on .Tune 25 and result of Jts porsonal contact with the N FRANCISCO J 2.... Tl be starved • 
limb ' A soldier will live five 3ea.rs continuing tor three davs there.atter local regl~trant and his witnesses SA • une ' - 1e tor further examination Of tv.;elve In conclusion. tho fornlcr patrolmen tive Madden of Illinois. that there were 
longer because of phl sica! training, Is board• w!ll send questionnaires of the About 1,000 selective draft men left California Supreme Court today set others, eight claimed to be cltlzena of speak of general condlt.ons, "hlch the) uOO men of draft age In the employ of 
freer from dlaet<se 1n the army than In •second e~ltlon eaoh aay, to 2~ per cent of .New York yesterda:; for Camp Upton Monday, July 1 as the date for oral enemy countries but had no way of sub· say are excellent, and add that they re the Treasury Department who have ob 
clvll life and has better medical care the re&'lotrant.o or the class of June 1918 and Camp Wadsworth They were from arguments on the application of Thomas stantlatlng their claims, and It was :nember the fact they are members of tal ned deterred military claSSifiCation 
!!.!sherrof;:?nttenthtoanflf~tee~o~in d1~d ~~~;;;I and under the Selective Service relfUlatlons, boards In :Manhattan, the Bronx, Brook- I J 1\!ooney for a writ o! probable cause \held should not be BO cl£•ssed The re- !'e hNew York Pollee dDepharttment, thdat, Scarcity of skllled men was given as the 
"- ~· t b 11 t d thl the queatlonnalreo answered and sworn to, lyn and Queens The tina! contingent Mooney Is under sentence at death for 1 th h W erever we are an W a ever we o, reason for asking the exemptions The 
dl- to one rom u e s, an s muot be flied 1>7 tho res!Rtranta with tho effected b:v tilt. weelr.'a movement wUl murder In connection with a bomb out• mainln~ four were n e oapltal &lid It Is our earnest desire and aim to up- The total number of employes, the Sec-
wa.r Ill 1....., wa.ateful ot llle tha.11 an:v local -..l• "" or bofoN tbe .. ,..,u. """' depart for the canto-men•- todav, ra1e be.... were aot ~laed b:V the bo&r<l. hold the hoaor ot the clepa.rtment." re•·- a~... '- 42,400. other In hlstol7. attM- tile 4ate of IIIAilln& ot the qu...Uon• ~ ~ • ,. _,. _ 

.._ 

\ 

Closes Criminal Research Bureau. 
OSSINING N 1 June [f -'1 he 

cline for crlm1nal research work con- \ 
ducted fot the last tv;o '"ars at Sing 
Sing Prison b, Dr Bernnrd Glueclt, 
n1cmbPr of the Rockefeller Pounda.tion 
't\ ns closed today for the durat1on of 
the wa1 Dr Glueck said his work 
was by no means fmJshed but he ex
pects to receive a comml~slon in the 
army 5er,•lce '"thin a few da~s He 
feels that his country r.eeds h1m no" 
more than the men at Sing SmgJ 

\Vhen 1 return after the war, I shall 
start 'n here just where I have left 
off said he In bidding good-bye to tha 
ottlclala and men at 'he prlao&. 

I 
I 

• ' 
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DAYS. (1919, February 13). The Hartford Courant (1887-
1922), p. 1.   
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The Evening World, OLD 15th CHEERED ON 5th AVE. 17 
February 1919. Courtesy, Emmett J. Scott Collection, Morgan 
State University, 2011. 

  
Note: Contains enlarged version of article 







 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 





The Evening Sun, WARM WELCOME FOR OLD 15th. 17 
February 1919. Courtesy, Emmett J. Scott Collection, Morgan 
State University, 2011.  
 
Note: Contains enlarged version of article. 

 
 

 

 





 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



FIFTH AV. CHEERS NEGRO VETERANS: Men of the 369th, 
Back from Fields of Valor, Acclaimed by Thousands. FINE 
SHOW OF DISCIPLINE Harlem Mad with Joy Over Return 
of Its Own--'Black Death'Hailed as Conquering Hero. 
Hayward's Pride Justified. FIFTH AV. CHEERS NEGRO 
VETERANS "O, You Black Death!" Counting the 
Decorations. Won from Chicken Temptation Seeking a 
Place in the Sun. (1919, February 18). New York Times , p. 
1.   
 
This document was retrieved on 8 March 2011 from the Proquest 
Historical Newspaper database. Proquest contains editions of the 
New York Times from 1851-2007. The document ID for this article 
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‘I DID IT FOR OLD ALBANY” SAYS JOHNSON. (18 FEB 
1919). The Times Union, p. 1.  

 

This document is provided courtesy of Jeffrey Sammons of New 
York University. 
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HENRY JOHNSON GREETED BY THRONG UPON RETURN 
HOME. (1919). The New York Age, p. 1.  

 

This document is provided courtesy of Jeffrey Sammons of New 
York University. 
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Undated Articles from 1918-1920. 

These articles cover a variety of important topics and themes 
related to Henry Johnson’s life including but not limited to: the 
changing of the name of the 15th New York National Guard, the 
carrying of the state flag by Johnson’s unit, and the omission in 
newspapers of the accomplishments of African-American soldiers 
and units. 



 

 

 

 

NOTE: Article is significant because it 
documents the change in unit name 
from the NY NG 15th Regiment to the 
369th Infantry, National Army. 
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NOTE: Article is significant because it documents the change in unit name from the NY NG 15th Regiment to the 369th Infantry, National Army.
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Taps Sounded for Wm. H. Johnson, Greatest of World 
War Heroes. (1929, July 10). Amsterdam News. Pg. 1.  
 
This document is provided courtesy of Dr. Jeffrey Sammons of New 
York University. 
 

 





Guttman, Jon. “Regiment’s Pride” in Military History. Oct. 
1991. PP 35-41. 





















BATTLE CRY FOR HERO IS HEARD: Army Secretary 
recommends highest award for Albany’s Henry Johnson. 
Mike Hurewitz (19 January 2001). Albany Times Union. 

 









Several articles regarding the discovery of Henry 
Johnson’s grave at Arlington National Cemetery.  
 
These articles are provided courtesy of Dr. Jeffrey Sammons of 
New York University. 

 









Various articles regarding the previous effort to award 
Henry Johnson the Medal of Honor.  

These documents are provided courtesy of the Congressional 
Research Service. 
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Army 
 

April 2003 
 

Posthumous award for WWI hero 
 
SECTION: NEWS CALL; Pg. 57 Vol. 53 No. 4 ISSN: 0004-2455 
 
LENGTH: 308 words 
 
ABSTRACT 

On Feb 13, 2003, African American Sgt Henry Johnson was finally acknowledged for 
his heroism in repelling a German probe in France during World War I. Hermann 
Johnson, Henry's son, accepted the Distinguished Service Cross for his father in 
the Pentagon's Hall of Heroes. Even though, Johnson was promoted to sergeant and 
received the Croix de Guerre with Gold Palm, France's highest military award, he 
was never recognized by the American Army.  
 
FULL TEXT 

On February 13, the late Sgt. Henry Johnson was finally recognized for his he-
roism in World War I. In the Pentagon's Hall of Heroes, Herman Johnson, Henry's 
son, accepted his father's Distinguished Service Cross for repelling a German 
probe one night in the trenches of France.  

Although African Americans were not allowed to fight in the U.S. Army on the 
front line during World War I, Johnson, along with his unit from Harlem, N.Y., 
fought in the French army. As a private on guard duty one night, Johnson and a 
fellow soldier were attacked by a raiding party of 24 Germans. Hand-to-hand 
fighting ensued and Johnson saved his comrade from being captured, receiving 21 
wounds in the process, until the Germans were chased away. 

For his actions, Johnson was promoted to sergeant and presented with the Croix 
de Guerre with Gold Palm, France's highest military award. He was never recog-
nized, however, by the American Army even though his name and likeness were used 
to recruit minorities in 1918 and 1976. Johnson's son Herman, a former Tuskegee 
airman, successfully lobbied to get his father a Purple Heart in 1997 and con-
tinued to gain recognition for his valor. 
 
SIDEBAR 

COMMAND SERGEANTS MAJOR CHANGES* 

COSCOAf-Corps Support Command; IMA-Installation Management Agency; MEDCOM-
Medical Command; MEDDAC-Medical Activities. 

*Command sergeants major positions assigned to general officer commands. 
 
LOAD-DATE: August 9, 2007 
 
LANGUAGE: ENGLISH 
 
ACC-NO: 26822 
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FDCH Federal Department and Agency Documents 

REGULATORY INTELLIGENCE DATA 
 

February 19, 2003 Wednesday 
 

BLACK WWI HERO RECEIVES DUE HONORS 
 
LENGTH: 509 words 
 
AGENCY: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ARMY 
 

WASHINGTON (Army News Service, Feb. 19, 2003) - For one veteran's son, Black 
History Month will be when the Army corrected an injustice by posthumously 
awarding his father the Distinguished Service Cross, 85 years after he earned 
it. 

In the Pentagon's Hall of Heroes, Herman Johnson accepted the Army's second-
highest military award Feb. 13 on behalf of his father, the late Sgt. Henry 
Johnson, for his heroic acts during World War I. 

"This has been a life-long dream. Without this type of honor, this part of his-
tory for African-Americans would soon be lost," said Herman Johnson, a former 
Tuskegee Airman who was a baby while his father was forced to fight alongside 
America's allies.  

African-American soldiers were not allowed to fight on the front lines during 
World War I, but the late Sgt. Henry Johnson and his unit from Harlem, N.Y., 
were so determined to fight for their country, they did so under the French 
flag. 

Johnson distinguished himself as a hero while a private on guard duty. He and a 
fellow soldier were attacked by a raiding party of 24 Germans. In a hand-to-hand 
encounter, Johnson stopped his comrade from being taken prisoner. He kept fight-
ing, despite receiving 21 wounds, until the Germans were chased away. 

He was promoted to sergeant and received the Croix de Guerre with Gold Palm, the 
French's highest military award. 

Although Johnson's heroic act was featured in former president Theodore Roose-
velt's book, "Rank and File: True Stories of the Great War," and Johnson's name 
and likeness was used by the Army to recruit minorities in 1918 and 1976, he re-
ceived no official recognition from his own government. 

After the war he went back home and returned to his job on the railroad. 

"People ask, why did my father fight in a country that didn't recognize him as 
an equal, and then they wonder why did I follow suit 25 years later and struggle 
against the same prejudices. 

"The answer is simply, this is my country. I love it, I'll fight to protect it," 
Johnson said. 



Johnson's first victory in getting his father recognized was in 1997 when Sgt. 
Johnson posthumously received the Purple Heart and in 2002 when he received a 
grave plot in the Arlington National Cemetery in Virginia. 

Herman Johnson, who said his main goal is to eventually get the Medal of Honor 
for his father, accepted the Distinguished Service Cross in the Hall of Heroes, 
with the wall behind him listing the names of Medal of Honor recipients. 

"This is truly an honor," Herman Johnson said referring to the Distinguished 
Service Cross. "But I would truly like to see him get the Medal of Honor. He 
should be recognized in that manner because that's how you honor your heroes." 

And a hero is how Lt. Gen. Roger Schultz, the director of the Army National 
Guard, described Sgt. Johnson. Schultz presented the award to Herman Johnson. 

"He was part of the 369th Hell Fighters from New York," Schultz said. "A regi-
ment that never lost a thread of ground, a trench or a captured soldier. The 
enemy gave them their name. " 
 
INDUSTRY-CODE: executive, legislative, and general government, except finance 
 
SIC-MAJOR-GROUP: 09 - General Classification 
 
CONTACT: 703-693-8363 
 
REGION: 4th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals - Virginia, West Virginia, North Caro-
lina, South Carolina, Washington D.C. 
 
LOAD-DATE: February 20, 2003 
 
LANGUAGE: ENGLISH 
 

Copyright 2003 FDCHeMedia, Inc. All Rights Reserved. 
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 Newsday (New York) 

 
February 14, 2003 Friday NASSAU AND SUFFOLK EDITION 

 

Posthumous Award; 
Black WWI legend honored for valor 
 
BYLINE: By Matt Porio. WASHINGTON BUREAU 
 
SECTION: NEWS, Pg. A20 
 
LENGTH: 501 words 
 

Washington - Little by little, the soldier's ghost is getting his due. 

In the Pentagon's hallowed Hall of Heroes yesterday, Sgt. Henry Johnson of Alba-
ny, an African-American World War I legend, was awarded an honor many now say he 
should have received during his life. His son, Herman Johnson, accepted the Dis-
tinguished Service Cross - the Army's second-highest decoration for valor - for 
his father.  

It was a long time coming. 

"I've been after this for quite some time now," said Johnson, of Kansas City, 
Mo. 

It's been almost 85 years since then-Pvt. Johnson - 21 fresh wounds bleeding 
through his uniform and his rifle jammed - trounced a German raiding party in 
hand-to-hand combat while on sentry duty in France. The details of the fight 
vary, but in May 1918, Johnson's five-man listening post was attacked in a 
hailstorm of grenades. With the rest of the post injured or captured, Johnson 
fought off the 20-plus attacking Germans in a Rambo-like surge of courage, 
strength, and skill, according to U.S. Army accounts. 

Or as the Army put it in their recent commendation, Johnson showed "personal 
courage and total disregard for his own life." 

This from a man whose regiment, the famed 369th Infantry known as "The Harlem 
Hellfighters," had to fight under the French flag, because of segregation in 
U.S. ranks. The French awarded Johnson their highest honor, the Croix du Guerre. 

Back home, Theodore Roosevelt cited Johnson's bravery, and his picture appeared 
on Army recruiting posters. But he didn't receive any decorations or commenda-
tions. He died in 1929, destitute. 

His name is known today only because his son's efforts attracted others devoted 
to telling Johnson's story. John Howe, a Harlem Hellfighters historian from Al-
bany, has been researching and crusading on the part of Johnson for years. 

His son said people often ask him why men like his father fought so hard to de-
fend a country that treated them like second-class citizens. 



"We never thought about how we were being treated when we were fighting for our 
country," said Herman Johnson, 86, who followed his father's footsteps to Europe 
fighting in World War II as one of the legendary Tuskegee Airmen. "We love this 
country of ours, and we're going to fight to defend it." 

Yesterday's award was another step in a long process to make sure Henry Johnson 
is remembered for his heroism. It took almost 80 years, but in 1996, he was fi-
nally given the Purple Heart he earned many times over with his wounds. In Janu-
ary 2002, a bugler played "Taps" and Gov. George Pataki spoke at a ceremony at 
his newly discovered grave at Arlington National Cemetery. 

"This has been great for my father, great for me, and great for history," said 
Herman Johnson. 

But Johnson hopes to live to see his father receive one more recognition - the 
Medal of Honor. 

"I'm 86. When we pass away, so do parts of history," Johnson said. And, he add-
ed, he wants to make sure that sacrifices like the one his father made aren't 
forgotten. 
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KANSAS CITY, Mo. _ The Army has decided that Henry Johnson, an African-American 
World War I veteran, should not receive the U.S. military's highest accolade for 
gallantry, the Medal of Honor, which his supporters think he deserves. 

Instead, in a decision made public this week, the Army chose to pay posthumous 
tribute with its Distinguished Service Cross, one of the nation's second-highest 
awards for bravery.  

Not enough, say some. 

Sens. Charles Schumer and Hillary Clinton, both Democrats from New York, intro-
duced legislation Tuesday that would grant President Bush, rather than the Pen-
tagon, authority to give Johnson the Medal of Honor. Similar legislation has 
been introduced in the House of Representatives. 

For years, Johnson's admirers have campaigned to have him recognized with the 
Medal of Honor. When told of the Distinguished Service Cross, Johnson's son, 
Herman Johnson, said it obviously was no disgrace. 

"You can't do anything else but cherish and honor the Distinguished Service 
Cross," said Johnson, who lives here and is a World War II veteran of the Tuske-
gee Airmen, a highly decorated unit of African-American aviators who served in 
Europe and North Africa during World War II. 

Johnson also said he was upset that he did not learn of the decision, which was 
initially made in January, until this week. 

A spokesman for the Army says it informs some congressmen, and notifications 
beyond that are up to them. 

The proposed legislation carries on a fight for the Medal of Honor that some in 
Albany, N.Y., the elder Johnson's former home, vowed to continue. 

"The DSC is not a medal to be sneezed at, but this is only the first step," said 
John Howe, a member of the 369th Veterans Association, a black veterans group. 

New York Gov. George Pataki has pushed for the Medal of Honor and will continue 
to do so if that's what Herman Johnson wants, spokesman Joe Conway said. 

"We continue to believe that Henry Johnson deserves the highest honor," he said. 



During World War I, Johnson fought with the 369th Infantry Regiment, an all-
black unit under French command. In May 1918, Johnson and a fellow black soldier 
on sentry duty came under attack by about two dozen German soldiers. According 
to accounts prepared shortly afterward, Johnson fought off the Germans and res-
cued his friend, despite being wounded. 

Both soldiers received the Croix de Guerre, or French cross of war. 

For years, Johnson's champions have been building their case for the Medal of 
Honor. The most recent development occurred last winter, when researchers dis-
covered that Johnson _ long thought to have been buried in an anonymous grave in 
Albany _ actually was in Arlington National Cemetery. 

Pataki joined Herman Johnson for a ceremony at the cemetery Jan. 10 _ the same 
day the Army decided on the Distinguished Service Cross for Johnson. 

___ 
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Many Fight for Proper Honors for 'Harlem Hellfighter' 
 
BYLINE: Daryn Kagan, Bruce Morton 
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HIGHLIGHT: Sergeant Henry Johnson, an African-American hero of World War I, 
fought off a whole German unit, sustained 20 or so wounds, but was not given 
proper recognition by the U.S. military.  Johnson's family and New York Governor 
George Pataki are now fighting to get the so- called Harlem Hellfighter proper 
respect. 
 

THIS IS A RUSH TRANSCRIPT. THIS COPY MAY NOT BE IN ITS FINAL FORM AND MAY BE UP-
DATED. 

DARYN KAGAN, CNN ANCHOR: Now we take a page out of military history.  As a sol-
dier, Henry Johnson singlehandedly crushed a German unit's onslaught in World 
War I.  He was riddled with bullets, and survived -- only to fall victim to the 
enemy in his own ranks.  

But in death, the so-called Harlem Hellfighter is finding new honor. 

And our Bruce Morton has his story. 

(BEGIN VIDEOTAPE) 

BRUCE MORTON, CNN CORRESPONDENT (voice-over): They lay a lot of wreaths at Ar-
lington, play "Taps" often -- but this was different. Honors coming late to Ser-
geant Henry Johnson, an African-American hero of World War I.  He fought off a 
whole German unit, sustained 20 or so wounds, and vanished: no medals, no 
awards. 

His family only recently learned he was buried here.  His 85- year-old son Her-
man, a Tuskegee airman in World War II, knows why. 

HERMAN JOHNSON: Race has caused a lot of things in this country. And that hap-
pens to be just one little thing.  But certainly there's no question in my mind, 
and nobody has been able to tell me anything different, that it all -- it was 
race. 

MORTON: Henry Johnson, his son noted, lies in a segregated part of Arlington, 
surrounded by other blacks. 



He got the purple heart just a couple of years ago.  Arlington is an honor, his 
son said, but there is one thing more.  Because U.S. forces in World War I were 
segregated, Johnson fought under French command.  He won France's highest award 
for gallantry -- the only American who ever did.  But New York's Governor George 
Pataki, who's been pushing Johnson's cause, wants one thing more. 

GOV. GEORGE PATAKI, NEW YORK: But we're not going to stop.  The next step is for 
Sergeant Henry Johnson to be recognized by receiving the medal of honor as the 
true American hero that he truly was. 

MORTON: New York veterans groups were here; and emotion from the sergeant's son. 

JOHNSON: I think I'm a pretty strong guy, but I'm really filled up.  It makes it 
kind of difficult to be as articulate as I'd like to be. 

MORTON: A wreath, a grave in Arlington. America is fighting a new war, and still 
struggling to heal the scars of an old one. 

Bruce Morton, CNN, Arlington National Cemetery. 

(END VIDEOTAPE) TO ORDER A VIDEO OF THIS TRANSCRIPT, PLEASE CALL 800-CNN-NEWS OR 
USE OUR SECURE ONLINE ORDER FORM LOCATED AT www.fdch.com 
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 KANSAS CITY, Mo. -- The effort to see a Medal of Honor awarded to World War I 
veteran Henry Johnson is on hold. 

For years, admirers of the African-American soldier had worked to acquire for 
him the nation's highest military decoration.  He already had won the French 
Croix de Guerre, or war cross.  

In January, Louis Caldera, then secretary of the Army, formally recommended that 
Johnson, an Albany, N.Y., native, receive the medal. 

U.S. Sen. Charles Schumer of New York led a rally in Albany the week of April 
23, protesting the recent decision of Henry Shelton, chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, not to support Caldera's recommendation.  Shelton could not be 
reached for comment. 

"Gen. Shelton's decision not to endorse Secretary Caldera's recommendation un-
dermines the heroism of Henry Johnson and the plight of thousands of black sol-
diers who were denied equal treatment during their service in our nation's once-
segregated army," Schumer said. 

Whether Shelton's decision dooms Johnson's chances for the medal is unclear.  
The Army's recommendations in such matters usually are honored.  Schumer, howev-
er, called for the Bush administration to overrule Shelton. 

Johnson, who died in 1937, was a member of the 369th Infantry Regiment, a black 
unit of the New York National Guard that served in France. 

In May 1918, he fought off a patrol of German soldiers that was attempting to 
capture Needham Roberts, another member of the 369th. Johnson rescued Roberts, 
killing or wounding several Germans while sustaining many injuries himself. 

For the rest of the war, the 369th never lost a member as a prisoner of war, in 
large part because of Johnson's example. 

In recent years the military has recognized veterans of World War I and World 
War II whose courage may have gone unrecognized because of racial attitudes.  In 
1991, African-American World War I veteran Freddie Stowers posthumously received 
a Medal of Honor.  In January 1997, seven African-American veterans of World War 
II received the medals, as did 22 Asian-Americans last June. 

Henry Johnson did receive a Purple Heart in 1996. 



"It seems really incredible to me," Johnson's son, Herman, recently said.  "I 
can't understand why (Shelton), with all of the endorsements that have been 
handed in, would elect to do this." 
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HIGHLIGHT: Secretary of Defense must sift through conflicting advice on awarding 
the Medal of Honor, the nation's highest military award, to an Albany soldier 
 
  

WASHINGTON -- When Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld examines whether an Afri-
can-American World War I veteran should posthumously receive the Medal of Honor, 
he will have to sort through conflicting advice from senior military leaders 
about whether Henry Johnson of Albany deserves the nation's highest military 
award. 

On the one side is former Army Secretary Louis Caldera, who shortly before leav-
ing office in January proposed that Johnson receive the medal. On the other side 
are the nation's top military officer -- Army Gen. Henry Shelton, chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff -- and a military decorations board that has investi-
gated Johnson's actions in France in 1918. 

Johnson's case appears to be unique as Army officials say they can't recall an 
instance in which a JCS chairman -- Shelton -- sought to overrule a service sec-
retary -- Caldera -- on such a matter.  

Typically, a recommendation from the civilian chief of a military service would 
assure that the nominee gets the medal. Caldera, who reviewed Johnson's exploits 
and compared them with those of other Medal of Honor winners from the same era, 
said last week: ''There is no doubt in my mind that Henry Johnson deserves to be 
awarded the Medal of Honor for his heroism in World War I.'' 

The medal is bestowed on combatants who ''most distinguish themselves by their 
gallantry in action and other soldier-like qualities.'' 

Caldera, in an interview, insisted that the laws and regulations governing mili-
tary awards and medals are clear. 

''The chairman of the Joint Chiefs does not have a veto in this process. His 
role is at best advisory. Ultimately, it is the president's decision to accept 
the recommendation that has been made or not,'' Caldera said. 

Rumsfeld has several options in the Johnson case when it takes it up in coming 
weeks. He could: 



Recommend to President Bush that Johnson get the top medal; 

Order the new Army secretary to review the case; 

Send Caldera's recommendation to the White House and let Bush decide. 

Award Johnson a lesser medal, such as the Distinguished Service Cross. 

Johnson's backers are looking at another option if they don't get satisfaction 
from the Bush administration. They could press Congress to enact legislation 
mandating that Johnson receive the award. The lawmakers took similar action in 
January by requiring that President Theodore Roosevelt be posthumously awarded 
the Medal of Honor. 

Spokesmen for the Army and Shelton declined to discuss Johnson's case. Lt. Col. 
Leta Dyerlee of the Army's Personnel Command in Alexandria, Va., which handles 
awards and commendations, said that ''the award is still being processed through 
the Department of Defense chain of command. It's still possible (Johnson) could 
get the award.'' 

According to a spokesman for Sen. Charles Schumer, D-N.Y., who has promoted 
Johnson's case to the Pentagon, Shelton told Schumer in a recent phone call that 
his recommendation against Johnson was based on advice from a panel of three 
flag officers. 

''The three-general panel came back and recommended against it, citing the me-
rits of the case,'' that the valor Johnson exhibited didn't rise to the level of 
Medal of Honor, according to Phil Singer, the spokesman for Schumer. 

Another factor, according to military officials, is that there were no eyewit-
nesses to Johnson's heroics. 

Johnson's supporters claim that argument is disingenuous, especially since the 
French saw fit to award Johnson with a medal for valor. Segregated units of 
black Americans fought alongside the French in the war, according to Mitch Yo-
kelson, an archivist at the U.S. National Archives. 

The Johnson camp also cites parallels to the Teddy Roosevelt case where many 
peers of the future president recommended him for the Medal of Honor for his 
daring charge up Cuba's San Juan Hill in 1898. But the military balked because 
none of Roosevelt's backers had witnessed the Spanish-American War exploits. 

No one disputes Johnson was valiant and fought bravely in France. 

As a member of a state Army National Guard 369th Infantry Regiment for blacks, 
Johnson and a fellow soldier -- Needham Roberts -- were attacked one night in 
May 1918 by a 24-man German raiding party. According to a U.S. Army statement 
from last February, ''both Johnson and Roberts fought back with a withering bar-
rage of rifle fire and were seriously wounded, but managed to fight off the 
first attack and crawl to their own supply of grenades.'' 

Soon, the two soldiers were in desperate hand-to-hand combat against Germans who 
were hurling grenades. In close fighting, Johnson clubbed a German to death with 
a gun butt. When he saw his compatriot set on by enemy troops, according to the 
Army account, Johnson -- with two broken legs -- saved Roberts by hacking at the 
head of a German soldier with a bolo knife, killing him in a single stroke. 

Johnson received the French Croix de Guerre for repelling the attack but he was 
never honored by his own nation. He died in 1938. 



Over the years, family members and others including New York lawmakers have at-
tempted to win recognition from the U.S. Army for Johnson's deeds. 

The current conflict has resurrected questions of race and fairness in the medal 
awards process. 

At a rally last week in Albany, where Johnson lived, Schumer criticized Shel-
ton's decision, claiming that it ''undermines the heroism of Henry Johnson and 
the plight of thousands of black soldiers who were denied equal treatment during 
their service in our nation's once-segregated Army.'' 

Schumer says he has asked Bush to award Johnson the medal. 

The military has begun to recognize veterans of World War I and World War II 
whose valor may have gone unrecognized because of prejudices of the era. For ex-
ample, African-American World War I veteran Freddie Stowers was posthumously 
awarded a Medal of Honor in 1991. Seven African-American veterans of World War 
II received the awards in 1997, while 22 Asian-Americans were awarded the medals 
last June. 
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ALBANY -- He's one old soldier who didn't fade away. 

The Army Thursday recommended that Henry Johnson, a local African-American World 
War I hero who died a destitute alcoholic 63 years ago, receive the nation's 
highest military award, the Medal of Honor. 

The decision, likely ending decades of lobbying on his behalf, will almost cer-
tainly mean Johnson will win the award posthumously. It now goes to the secre-
tary of defense and President for signature.  

Nowhere was the news greeted with more rejoicing than Kansas City, Mo., in the 
household of 84-year-old Herman Johnson, his son and a member of the Tuskegee 
Airmen, a fighter group that broke the Army Air Forces' race barrier in World 
War II. 

''Oh my goodness gracious, we've been going through this thing for years, at 
least in thought, sometimes not as much in action. Well, I tell you, it brought 
tears to my eyes,'' said Herman Johnson, who still runs his successful commer-
cial real estate and insurance business. 

''Had this sort of thing been done when it should have been done he would have 
been a very different individual,'' his son added. ''He had to return to Albany 
with not a heckuva lot of future in front of him, injured and suffering from his 
service. A life was wasted for the lack of what he deserved.'' 

Johnson's exploits were front page news in newspapers across America in 1918. 
But the slight railroad porter was not honored by the American military during 
his lifetime. 

For years area veterans groups, spearheaded by the 369th Veterans Association 
Albany Division, have been gathering the necessary documentation to meet the 
military's rigorous standards for reviewing such cases. 

In the final days of the Clinton Administration, Sen. Charles Schumer, D-N.Y., 
said that the Army was recommending that Johnson receive the Medal of Honor 
posthumously. The Army was lobbied hard by Schumer and many others on Johnson's 
behalf. 



If it had not happened now in the waning days of the Clinton presidency, it 
would have meant starting all over again with new appointees in the Bush admin-
istration. 

''It's not just a family victory, it's a victory for the Capital Region because 
of all the veterans groups that pushed for this, both black and white,'' said 
Schumer. ''And it's a victory for America.'' 

Johnson has been credited with single-handedly fighting off an enemy patrol, 
shooting one member of a German raiding party and seriously wounding two more. 
He sustained three grenade and gunshot wounds at the start of the battle, yet 
rescued a fellow soldier about to be taken prisoner. 

Schumer added that the effort, besides honoring Johnson, ''is also about ensur-
ing that black soldiers who were denied equal treatment during their service in 
our nation's once segregated Army are not denied recognition for their achieve-
ments and valor.'' 

Schumer said he is optimistic the Army's recommendation will be approved. 

''When the secretary of the Army makes a recommendation, the President virtually 
always accepts it,'' Schumer said. 

Johnson, a sergeant, fought in the war with the all-black 369th Regiment, led by 
white officers and placed under the command of the French, who had a history of 
fighting alongside their African colonials. 

For his deeds, Johnson became the first American to receive France's Croix de 
Guerre with Gold Palm, described by his supporters as that nation's highest med-
al for the foreign military. 

Schumer said it was a complex issue, and one of the reasons he heightened his 
efforts to convince Secretary of the Army Louis Caldera of its merits in the 
waning days of the Clinton presidency. 

''I have been pushing Secretary Caldera since the day I got in. The veterans 
groups in Albany as well as (Rep.) Mike McNulty and (Assemblyman) Jack McEneny 
brought it to my attention. 

''We had to win people over and it was a very difficult case,'' Schumer said. 
''I must have spoken to 50 people, 25 of whom will be gone with the new adminis-
tration coming in. The Johnson family and the veterans of the Capital Region 
have waited long enough.'' 

Gov. George Pataki has also battled on Johnson's behalf, writing Secretary of 
Defense William Cohen in October that inaction would be ''unconscionable.'' 

The Army usually requires eyewitnesses in such cases, a difficult if not imposs-
ible test when reviewing exploits from World War I. 

''Luckily, we found some books of fairly instantaneous writing of people who 
witnessed what he had done,'' Schumer said. 

John Howe, a Vietnam combat veteran and historian of the 369th Veterans Associa-
tion in Albany, was among those who helped gather those pieces of what he de-
scribed as a ''jigsaw puzzle.'' 

They included a statement in a book ''From Harlem to the Rhine'' in which John-
son's regimental adjutant wrote that he had recommended him for ''a high award 
for honor and valor.'' 



There was a statement from a 1971 movie, ''Men of Bronze'' in which a veteran 
who fought with Johnson described his exploits. And, according to Howe, there 
was a refined translation of France's military award that showed it was clearly 
the highest honor for military gallantry rather than lesser recognition as some 
had argued. 

On hearing the news Thursday, Howe seemed momentarily at a loss of words and 
said, ''This is a great day, a great day.'' 

McNulty, who has fought shoulder to shoulder with Howe on behalf of Johnson 
said, ''It's kind of frustrating its taken so long, but justice sometimes takes 
a long time.'' 

''He's a hometown hero to all the people in the Capital Region and I'm elated 
that we've taken this latest positive step.'' FACTS:Life and Times of Henry 
Johnson 1897 Henry Johnson born in Winston-- Salem, N.C.  1910 Johnson family 
moved to Albany.  May 14, 1918 Sgt. Johnson fought off German raiders, saving a 
soldier's life, was wounded 21 times throughout the war and was awarded the 
Croix de Guerre with Gold 

Palm, France's highest military honor.  1919 Johnson returnsto Albany.  1938 
Johnson died an alcoholic in Albany, after waiting for but never receiving U.S.  
Military medals, ribbons or awards for his service.  Honoring Johnson Early 
1970's Some attempts were made to award Johnson the Medal of Honor.  November 
1984 Local residents push after a failed attempt in the 1970's to award 

Johnson the Medal of Honor.  1991 Congress awards the Medal of Honor to Freddie 
Stowers, the only black veteran of World War I to receive the honor.  November 
11, 1991 Henry Johnson monument erected in Washington Park and a section of 
Northern Boulevard renamed in his honor.  June 1996 

Johnson is posthumously awarded the Purple Heart and recommendation is made by 

New York National Guard to award Johnson the Medal of Honor.  January 18, 2001 
Army recommends Johnson be awarded the Medal of Honor. 
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KANSAS CITY, Mo. _ It's crunch time for Henry Johnson. 

Admirers of the late African-American World War I veteran have been working for 
years to win Johnson a Medal of Honor, the country's highest military decora-
tion. 

Yet they now believe, with a new president taking office in January, that John-
son's window of opportunity is closing.  

"It's now or never," said John Howe, an Albany, N.Y., Vietnam veteran who has 
helped lead the effort on Johnson's behalf. Johnson grew up in Albany. 

Herman Johnson of Kansas City, Henry Johnson's son, agrees. 

"There's been a lot of work done, but with any new regime, that means everybody 
will have to go through the same steps," said Johnson. "Now you're talking about 
another year or two before it even gets back to the top of the heap." 

Louis Caldera, secretary of the Army, has received petitions on Johnson's be-
half. But he is a civilian appointee who probably will be replaced when George 
W. Bush becomes president. 

Bush also figures to name a new secretary of defense, replacing William Cohen. 

In that light, New York Gov. George Pataki in October wrote Cohen, urging him to 
authorize the recognition and calling the military's apparent inaction "uncons-
cionable." Pataki's letter also introduced new evidence and emphasized the ef-
fect that Johnson's actions had on his home state of New York, America's black 
population and even his fellow soldiers. 

Yet Veterans Day passed without an announcement. 

The oversight is hard for some of Johnson's supporters to figure. The military 
in recent years has acknowledged the racism that deprived some minority service-
men of medals. 

In 1991 the military posthumously awarded a Medal of Honor to World War I veter-
an Freddie Stowers, the first African-American who served in that war to receive 
it. In January 1997 seven African-American veterans of World War II received 
Medals of Honor. 



This past June, 22 Asian-Americans received Medals of Honor. 

And yet Henry Johnson apparently remains a hard sell. 

One factor might be the dismay voiced by some World War II veterans who, citing 
different versions of key events, were angered by the medals awarded in 1997. 

Herman Johnson, meanwhile, wonders whether his father's post-military life is 
influencing the decision. 

"He became an alcoholic and didn't achieve a great deal," said Johnson, 84, who 
served with the Tuskegee Airmen, the celebrated black World War II air unit. "So 
the thought runs through my mind." 

Others, however, are convinced that Henry Johnson's military record is more than 
evidence enough. 

"Believe me, I've read a lot of World War I Medal of Honor citations, and Henry 
Johnson's exploits were incredible," said R.H. von Hasseln, director of military 
history for the New York state Division of Military and Naval Affairs. 

Position papers prepared by von Hasseln describe how Johnson was a member of the 
369th Infantry Regiment, an African-American unit of the New York National 
Guard. In May 1918 the regiment was in northern France. 

Early on the morning of May 14, about 24 German soldiers attacked Johnson and 
colleague Needham Roberts, who was wounded and captured. Johnson, also wounded, 
pursued the enemy. He killed several Germans before forcing them to release Ro-
berts and withdraw. 

Johnson, meanwhile, suffered more than 20 wounds. 

"When his rifle broke, Johnson used a entrenching tool," von Hasseln said. "To a 
soldier that is amazing stuff, but what I think is more amazing, and often neg-
lected, is that Johnson knew exactly what the Germans were doing that night." 

Johnson had to know, von Hasseln said, that the Germans' standard practice in 
that area was to capture prisoners for interrogation. Once they had Roberts, 
Johnson knew they probably didn't need him, too. He could have waited for the 
Germans to leave. 

He didn't. 

"He went after them," von Hasseln said. 

"He refused to abandon his buddy. And for the rest of the regiment's time in 
combat, it never lost a man as a prisoner of war. One of the reasons why is that 
Henry Johnson set an example." 

What came to be called the "Battle of Henry Johnson" was widely covered in news-
papers of the time. When the 369th Regiment marched up Fifth Avenue during a New 
York homecoming parade in 1919, Johnson rode in an open touring car. Former 
President Theodore Roosevelt called Johnson one of the country's "five bravest 
Americans." 

He received the French Croix de Guerre, or war cross. Yet Johnson received no 
comparative decoration from the United States, although he did receive a Purple 
Heart in 1996. 

Johnson died in 1937, largely unheralded. Yet today he is one of Albany's most 
celebrated citizens. 



In 1991, Albany renamed part of a boulevard after him and also dedicated a monu-
ment in an area park. In 1996 a bronze bust of Johnson was placed atop the monu-
ment. In 1999, Herman Johnson traveled to Albany to accept an award from Pataki 
on behalf of his father. 

This year Pataki and colleagues again made their case for Johnson. 

They outlined for Cohen how members of the 27th Division, a white unit also com-
prising members of the New York National Guard, received many decorations while 
the black 369th Infantry Regiment did not. 

Johnson's supporters also looked for evidence that he was recommended for deco-
ration shortly after his heroic acts. They submitted excerpts from an officer's 
memoir on the exploits of black New York troops, in which the author wrote of 
recommending Johnson for a high decoration. 

This, von Hasseln said, represents contemporaneous evidence written long before 
the matter became contentious. 

The campaign continues. This month Knight Ridder columnist Leonard Pitts Jr., 
who has written on Henry Johnson in the past, urged President Clinton to act. 

Military officials, meanwhile, have several options. They can award Johnson the 
Medal of Honor. They can award a lesser medal, such as the Distinguished Service 
Cross. Or they can do nothing. 

The last choice would not be popular in Albany. 

"To do nothing in the face of all this evidence," von Hasseln said, "would be 
unconscionable." 
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   Henry Johnson's Paradox: A Soldier's Story 

 CASUALTY 

 He was a soldier in the army. 

 But he doesn't walk like one. 

 He walks like his soldiering 

 Days are done. 

 Son!...Son! 

 Langston Hughes 

 Scholars have acknowledged Henry Johnson of Albany, New York, as one of 
World War I's most widely acclaimed military heroes. Homage is paid to Johnson, 
the warrior, in many military histories or in books about the African American 
experience. The scholarship on Johnson usually focuses on three extraordinary 
minutes in his life, three dramatic minutes during an international conflict, 
ignoring the everyday events in the life of Johnson, the ordinary worker and the 
disabled veteran. I started to examine Johnson's life before and after those 
violent three minutes, in order to understand the social and cultural phenomena 
that molded his character, for individuals such as he are often the heart and 
soul of a community's past. The purpose of this essay is to investigate 
Johnson's heroic yet tragic story and to illuminate his paradox in a nation that 
proclaims egalitarian ideals.  

 Johnson was born in 1897, black and poor, in Winston-Salem, North 
Carolina, one year after the United States Supreme Court upheld state-ordered 
segregation and the doctrine of separate but equal in the landmark case of 
Plessy vs. Ferguson.(2) Reconstruction had formerly ended twenty years before, 
halting the nation's trend toward racial equality. After the reconstruction 
period, African Americans faced a resurgent white supremacy that threatened 
their spiritual and physical survival. The racism of government policy was 
sanctioned by scientists and scholars, who argued that blacks represented the 
lowest order of humanity. Lynchings claimed nearly 200 lives a year in the 



1890s. Popular culture reinforced stereotypes and incited racial hatred. D.W. 
Griffith's infamous movie The Birth of a Nation (1915) played in packed theaters 
throughout the country. 

 In this context, Johnson, while still a child, migrated north during the 
first decade of the twentieth century, as the move from countryside to city 
started to become the central feature of the African American experience.(3) For 
the first time, thousands of blacks labored in industries in the Northeast, and 
the black industrial worker emerged as a new figure on the American landscape. 
In Albany, where the black population remained small at three percent, Johnson 
found work as a baggage handler on the New York Central Railroad at Union 
Station, joining a small group of African Americans who toiled as red caps and 
porters. 

 Albany's Progressive era black population has not yet found its historian. 
Not much is known about Johnson, but what little information there is reveals 
something about voluntary associations in Albany's African American community. 
Johnson lived on Monroe Street, a neighborhood of blacks and Italian immigrants, 
in which the African American presence can be traced back to the early decades 
of the nineteenth century. According to his brother, Johnson belonged to a 
church and was a member of the Colored Benevolent Society.(4) 

 To many black males, military service represented a means to escape their 
status as the dregs of society. Young men unable to bear the daily degradation 
of racial oppression often enlisted in the army. The army was segregated, but 
it welcomed black recruits. Black soldiers fought in the campaigns against the 
Indian people; they made a distinguished military record in the Spanish-American 
war and then were used to suppress the ensuing Filipino war of independence -- 
a role that gave rise to the wry saying that blacks had shouldered "the white 
man's burden." 

 Johnson chose to follow this military tradition, so full of irony and 
contradictions, volunteering for the army on June 5, 1917, only two months after 
war was declared on April 6. Three months later, on September 17, 1917, Johnson 
married Edna Jackson of Albany, his former neighbor on Monroe Street. Johnson 
sent most of his pay home to his new wife, who considered him a fine provider 
as well as a patriotic American. "If you say anything about" Henry, Edna once 
told a reporter, "I want you to say Henry enlisted -- he didn't wait for no 
draft. That ain't Henry's speed, no siree, not when Uncle Sam calls."(5) 

 Thus Henry joined the all-black 15th New York Infantry, a National Guard 
unit, which went overseas in December, 1917 and became, on March 15, 1918, the 
369th U.S. Infantry. During World War I most black soldiers served in labor or 
service units, however, the 369th, known as the "Harlem Hell Fighters" or "Black 
Rattlers," was an outstanding combat unit, which did all of its fighting under 
French command. German propaganda leaflets attempted to destroy the morale of 
black troops by emphasizing the low status of African Americans in the United 
States. German soldiers had initially been told by their officers that the 
African American soldiers were cowards and would easily surrender. By the war's 
end, however, a Prussian officer stated with frustration: "We can't hold up 
against these men...They won't be taken alive." Henry Johnson epitomized this 
legacy more than any other member of the storied 369th.(6) 

 On April 8, 1918, the 369th went into the trenches as part of the 16th 
French Division. A month later, Private Johnson and Private Needham Roberts of 
Trenton, New Jersey engaged in one of the most heroic actions of World War I. 



The two soldiers were guarding a small outpost in May 1918, when they heard a 
noise. Johnson thought it was merely a rat. Then, in a surprise attack, a 
raiding party of almost twenty Germans fired on the two privates, wounding both. 
Johnson returned the enemy fire while Roberts, lying on the ground, threw 
grenades. The Germans continued to advance, and captured Roberts. Johnson drew 
his bolo knife from his belt, a short heavy weapon "with the edge of a razor, 
the weight of a cleaver and the point of a butcher knife," and attacked the 
Germans in a hand-to-hand encounter. He freed Roberts from the Germans who were 
dragging him away, and the enemy patrol gathered up its dead and wounded and 
retreated. Johnson and Roberts had saved countless lives by putting the enemy 
to flight. Hamilton Fish, Jr., who was a captain in the 369th, recalled learning 
that Johnson actually pursued the fleeing Germans before collapsing from his own 
wounds. Henry "ain't big, nor nothin' like that, but, oh, boy, he can go some!," 
Mrs. Johnson would later understate to a reporter. To which Johnson's brother 
would add, "Fight! That Henry's middle name. How he did hate them Germans."(7) 

 Irving Cobb, a war correspondent, was present when Johnson's superior 
officers arrived at the scene shortly before the battle ended. He told the world 
about the exploits of Johnson, writing a special account of the battle in the 
Saturday Evening Post, thrusting the former red cap into national prominence. 
Cobb believed that after the heroic actions of Johnson and Roberts occurred, 
"n-i-g-g-e-r will merely be another way of spelling the word American." Yet 
Johnson remained modest while in the limelight. When asked about his heroic 
encounter, Johnson replied, "There isn't much to tell. There wasn't anything so 
fine about it. Just fought for my life. A rabbit would have done that."(8) 

 The killing of at least four of the enemy and the wounding of perhaps 
twice as many more have caused this encounter to become known as "The Battle of 
Henry Johnson." Johnson was the first American ever to win France's highest 
military honor, the Croix de Guerre. "Every colored man and women in the United 
States can be proud of what the two colored fighters have done in the service 
of their country which has given them much but which still owes their race surer 
guarantees of justice," declared the New York World.(9) 

 Colonel William Hayward of the 369th wrote to Johnson's wife Edna, "The 
Germans, doubtless thinking it was a host instead of two brave Colored boys 
fighting like tigers at bay, picked up their dead and wounded and slunk away, 
leaving many weapons and a part of their shot-riddled clothing, and leaving a 
trail of blood, which we followed at dawn near to their lines." Hamilton Fish, 
Jr., stated that Johnson had 21 wounds in his body, "but refused to die." In 
Rank and File: True Stories of the Great War, Teddy Roosevelt listed Johnson as 
one of the nine bravest men in WWI, concluding "A trained German raiding party 
of veterans, numbering at least 24, had been out-fought, out-gamed and forced 
to retreat with heavy casualties by a little colored station hand from the New 
York Central Railroad." General John J. Pershing, commander in chief of the 
American expeditionary forces, issued an official statement that praised 
Johnson's valor.(10) 

 The Times Union reported on May 21, 1918 "When Henry comes back to Albany! 
Man, man, man! Already his friends are planning a celebration that will make 
Monroe Street tip over." Edna Johnson stated to the Times Union "He told me he'd 
make a name for himself and he surely has done it." To the Knickerbocker Press 
she stated "He enlisted to get those Germans, and I guess he has." On May 23 the 
Times Union declared "The colored people of Albany are right proud of Henry. 
Every one has written him a letter. Why when he comes home a note from Henry 



will be more acceptable than money at the gate of any colored outing...Several 
of the local colored songsmiths are grinding out 'rags' about him. Soon you'll 
hear...songs about Henry Johnson of Albany, the colored soldier." "We're all 
set to give him the time of his life when he comes marching home," said Edna 
Johnson. The next day, May 24, the women of the United Service Alliance held a 
reception for Edna Johnson at the Albany County Courthouse, an unprecedented act 
within the white community. The Knickerbocker Press featured a photograph of 
Edna Johnson in a Red Cross nurse's uniform on May 25. Nevertheless, the local 
press presented Edna Johnson as a figure to be laughed out. A proud Mrs. Johnson 
declared to reporters that her husband "certainly liked his chops of pork."(11) 

 In Albany, large signs were placed alongside the top of the United 
Traction Company's streetcars, with large letters asking: "How many (war) stamps 
did you lick today? Henry Johnson licked a dozen Germans!"(12) find this an 
ironic promotion, as the United Traction Company numbered but one black employee 
among the approximately seven-hundred mass transit workers on its Albany 
line.(13) 

 The words attributed to Henry Johnson reveal an unpretentious man with a 
gift for understatement, a soldier devoted to his wife and his country. Colonel 
Hayward, somewhat patronizingly, considered Johnson "a good soldier and a good 
boy of fine morale and upright character."(14) (Hayward always referred to the 
black troops under his command as "boys.") Yet the Times Union did not quite 
know how to treat this African-American working-class hero. Not only was Johnson 
a black man. He was also a red cap, a stock character in blackface minstrel and 
burlesque shows, a humorous fellow.(15) As historians have argued, racial 
stereotypes can be manipulated by those in power to to justify the oppression 
of a powerless group, and the media did indeed present Johnson in a dishonorable 
manner. Most of the local press coverage about Johnson utilized two white 
stereotypes about African Americans identified by John Blassin-game in The Slave 
Community, the evil "Nat" and the complacent "Sambo."(16) Like Sambo, Johnson 
liked to "croon a little ditty with true southern inflection;" but like Nat, 
Johnson had an "unctuous laugh." On one hand the newspaper praised his valor and 
described him, as "steady, reliable, and well-liked;" on the other hand it 
denigrated Johnson as a man who "knew his place," carried a straight razor to 
work, and had the weaknesses "of his race," including a penchant for "African 
golf," otherwise known as "crap" games. Indeed, the Times Union reported that 
an unlucky toss of the dice precipitated Henry's enlistment. This story about 
Johnson's enlistment contrasts greatly with the tale offered by Edna Johnson: 

 One morning in back of the Albany garage there was a little "game" going 
on. There were five of Henry's companions there. On the roll of the dice was to 
be settled whether they were to enlist...or wait for the draft. The "point" came 
and all kept there promise. An hour later "Uncle Sam" had five ENLISTED men -- 
enlisted on the turn of the dice, including Henry.(17) 

 Cartoons about Johnson's bravery also reflected society's image of the 
black man. W.A. Rogers, the famous cartoonist of the New York Herald depicted 
Johnson as a frightening psychopath, a snarling black Rambo wielding a bloody 
knife. The New York Sun, in contrast, preferred a grinning Sambo-like hero. 
Neither image looked much like the real Henry Johnson.(18) 

 Yet despite portraying Johnson and his cohorts in a rather unflattering 
light, the Times Union eschewed Stepin Fectchit stereotypes for a moment to 
remind its readers that black Americans had long distinguished themselves in 



service to the United States, citing Crispus Attucks at the Boston Massacre, 
Peter Salem at Bunker Hill, black sailors with Perry on Lake Erie, "Black 
Sampson" at Brandywine, Carey at Fort Wagner, and the black regiments that saw 
duty in Cuba and Mexico. The newspaper declared boldly that the Negro soldier 
"has never had a traitor in his ranks and has never had a blot of cowardice upon 
his spotless army escutcheon."(19) 

 The press, moreover, did not lose sight of the broader implications and 
issues surrounding Johnson's exploits. In a nation founded upon the doctrines 
of liberty, equality, and the rights of man, blacks had been clearly treated as 
unequal. The bravery of Johnson fomented renewed calls for social justice and 
race equity. The Times Union repeated an article originally published in the New 
York World that stated that the only way Americans could properly recognize the 
valor of Johnson and Roberts was to swiftly punish vigilantes until lynching was 
an abhorred and obsolete crime.(20) 

 After the war ended on November 11, 1918 the 369th became the first 
regiment to cross the Rhine into Germany territory, where it raised the New York 
state flag. The unit had served at the front for 191 consecutive days, longer 
than any other American unit, but "it never lost a foot of ground or had a man 
taken prisoner."(21) 

 In February of 1919, the 369th returned to the United States. The unit was 
honored in a parade up New York's Fifth Avenue. Johnson rode in an open-top 
automobile. Blacks lining the parade route shouted to Johnson "Oh you black 
death! Oh you black death!"(22) 

 The New York World called the 369th "the first Americans of their race to 
fight on the battlefields of Europe for the democratic ideals that set them 
free." Hamilton Fish, Jr. recalled that he constantly reminded the troops that 
"You are fighting for freedom and democracy, and you're risking your lives. And 
when you get back to the United States, whether you live in the North or the 
South, I want you to continue fighting for your own freedom and democracy." 
Sadly, the principles of equality and justice Johnson that fought for eluded him 
during his lifetime.(23) 

 Johnson returned to Albany after his discharge from the army on February 
24, 1919. On March 26 Hayward and Johnson spoke at the State Armory on 
Washington Avenue about their war experiences. Johnson's fame, however, appears 
to have been ephemeral and he faded into obscurity. Although Johnson had been 
promoted to Sergeant, he never received the Medal of Honor. His many wounds left 
him a cripple but he never even received a Purple Heart. Unable to perform his 
old job as a baggage handler and denied government assistance, Henry Johnson, 
one of this nation's most widely-acclaimed military heroes of World War I, died 
in 1929 at the age of 32, in the words of military historian Dr. Leroy Ramsey 
"broke, dispirited and in disgrace as an unemployable vagrant." His burial place 
is unknown. Sergeant Henry Lincoln Johnson may rest in a potter's field by the 
Albany County Airport.(24) 

 The federal government Johnson served so loyally continued to exploit his 
image long after his premature death. In 1976, the United States Army 
bi-centennial poster series featured a poser with a silhouette of Johnson 
proclaiming the words he allegedly spoke after the battle that left him an 
invalid: "Don't worry about me. I've been shot before." The Army used this 
poster as a recruiting tool in black neighborhoods. This was actually the second 
time the Army used Johnson in a recruiting poster. An earlier work titled "Our 



Colored Heroes," showing a knife-wielding Johnson battling enemy German 
soldiers, was issued shortly after the battle that bears Johnson's name took 
place.(25) 

 Until 1991 the only homage Albany had paid to Johnson's memory was a mural 
in City Hall painted in 1972 by Gregory Green, an Atlanta artist. John J. 
McEneny, now a New York State assemblyman, then a city official, commissioned 
the mural because he felt that Johnson has never received the credit he is due. 
This work of art, a powerful image and a winner of the Freedom Shrine award, can 
be viewed whenever City Hall is open.(26) 

 On Veterans Day, 1991 the City of Albany finally honored Johnson. Mayor 
Thomas Whalen III acknowledged that "recognition of one of Albany's finest 
heroes is long overdue." Veterans of the 369th traveled to Albany from all over 
the country to march in the rain in honor of Johnson. A black former brigadier 
general, Samuel Phillips, acted as parade's Grand Marshall. Albany renamed a 
section of Northern Boulevard, one of the city's main thoroughfares, Henry 
Johnson Boulevard. The 369th Veteran's Association, after raising funds for over 
two decades, dedicated a granite monument to Johnson in Washington Park. The 
monument, along with the mural in City Hall and recruiting posters featuring 
Johnson, evoke compassion for Albany's heroic yet tragic native son.(27) 

 According to Leroy Ramsey, "race and color seemed to have been forgotten" 
during the tribute to Johnson. The post-marching ceremony began with the 
National Anthem and then moved on to the song "Lift Every Voice and Sing," 
formerly known as the Negro National Anthem. White veterans who did not know the 
words stood in respectful silence. For many veterans, the parade and ceremony 
honoring Johnson had a bittersweet taste. "Uncle Sam gave him nothing and he was 
an American soldier," stated Conrad Duncan, a member of the Albany chapter of 
the 369th Veterans Association. "There's a lot of Henry Johnsons," claimed 
Robert Powell, a homeless Vietnam veteran. "As long as you have oppression and 
people waking up on a daily basis feeling hopeless, there's a lot of issues to 
be addressed." In a note of extreme irony, that same weekend, the Medal of Honor 
Committee awarded Dan Quayle, the Patriot Award.(28) 

 The Medal of Honor is presented in the name of Congress to members of the 
American armed services who perform actions of valor considered "beyond the call 
of duty." "Beyond the call of duty," generally means that the individual who 
performs such act would not have been ordered to do so, and that this voluntary 
action places such person's life at risk during an outstanding act of bravery, 
which frequently involves saving the life or lives of a comrade or comrades. No 
black soldier or sailor who served in World War I received the Medal of Honor 
until April 24, 1991, when it was awarded posthumously to Corporal Freddie 
Stowers of South Carolina. Stowers' surviving sisters accepted the award during 
ceremonies at the White House.(29) 

 Also in 1991, Assemblyman Michael McNulty and Senator Alphonse D'Amato 
introduced bills to their respective houses posthumously awarding Johnson the 
Medal of Honor. A frustrated McNulty has claimed that "discrimination, pure and 
simple," has prevented Johnson from obtaining the recognition he so clearly 
still deserves.(30) 

 The Albany chapter of the 369th Veteran's Association, which acts as 
caretaker for Johnson's medals, New York State's Conspicuous Service Medal and 
France's Croix de Guerre, unveiled a larger-than-life bronze bust of Johnson 
atop the Washington Park granite monument on Memorial Day, 1996. On July 10, 



1996, McNulty's Office announced that President Bill Clinton had awarded Johnson 
the Purple Heart. On Veterans Day, the 369th Veterans Committee accepted 
Johnson's Purple Heart in an emotional ceremony by the monument. Four months 
later, however, the Times Union announced that the Army Decorations Board had 
reviewed Johnson's case and had deemed him not worthy of the Medal of Honor. Yet 
the saga of Henry Johnson continues. "We are going to press on,"(31) stated 
McNulty, "until justice prevails." 

 It is paradoxical that in a nation founded on the doctrines of liberty, 
equality, and the rights of man, the government of the United States destroyed 
Johnson's dignity and rejected his humanity. In relation to the current 
vitriolic debate over the validity of multiculturalism, I argue that this 
soldier's story is but one investigation that should be incorporated into 
history and social studies curriculum. We all should learn about, and could 
benefit from, the lesson of Johnson's struggle for equality in American society. 
Only then can we hope to begin to eradicate the myths and stereotypes that 
assaulted Johnson as viciously as any enemy soldier he ever faced in battle. 
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SECTION VI 
RACISM IN WORLD WAR I: 

WHY HENRY JOHNSON WAS DENIED THE MEDAL OF HONOR 
 
It is widely accepted that racial discrimination against African Americans was the 
prevalent attitude in America during and after World War I. This section provides a mere 
sampling of documents and secondary sources illustrating how this racist attitude would 
have prevented Sergeant Henry Johnson from consideration for the Medal of Honor 
within the prescribed time limits. It shows that the French were not racist, and in fact 
celebrated and decorated the enormously successful African American individuals and 
units who fought with them. With their extraordinary combat record, the French 
decorated these heroes with the highest awards possible, while the US hardly formally 
recognized any African American soldiers with awards. In view of these overtly racist 
attitudes in the US, this section will also show how incredible it is that any official 
documents regarding Johnson’s bravery exist and have survived. 

A. WRITTEN FOR THIS RECOMMENDATION 659 

6.1. Caroline Silber, “Racism: Why a War Hero was Denied the Medal of Honor”. 
Written in 2011. ..............................................................................................................659 

6.2. Dr. Richard Slotkin, “The Battle of Henry Johnson”. Written in 2011. ...........................669 
 
B. PRIMARY & PERIOD SOURCES 693 

6.3. Sample Headlines in The New York Times in 1919. ........................................................693 
The purpose of this section is to show the social and political climate during 
World War I, specifically, how racism was so prevalent and openly accepted in 
American society.  

6.4. French Military Mission official document, 7 Aug. 1918. Expresses disgust at 
American attitudes towards African Americans. ............................................................695 

The purpose of this section is to show how the French government was 
vehemently opposed to racism and how this opposition influenced the decision 
to award Sgt. Johnson with such a distinguished award. 

6.5. Precedent Cases:  ............................................................................................................703 
Although much of this topic is covered in Section IV of this recommendation, it 
is relevant and important to include in this section about racism. Section IV 
shows that a precedent has been set to award Johnson the Medal of Honor 
based on his heroic actions alone. But as the case of Freddie Stowers and other 
African American soldiers show, a precedent has also been set for reexamining 
and awarding the Medal of Honor many years later in cases where racism 
would have prevented consideration for the medal at the time of action. 

a. Other parallel Medal of Honor cases (white recipients) .................................704 



b. Freddie Stowers, the only African American WWI MOH recipient, 
awarded posthumously in 1991. By Lily Xu, Research Aide, Office 
of Senator Charles Schumer. .......................................................................705 

6.6. Contemporary Articles re: Denial of Awards for Valor to African American 
Soldiers ...........................................................................................................................713 

This section highlights the modern efforts of many to get the Medal of Honor 
for those African American soldiers whose achievements are befitting of such 
an award. 

a. Washington Times, “Medal of Honor: Segregated Heroes”. 31 May 
1988. ............................................................................................................714 

b. U.S. News & World Report, “DEBT OF HONOR: A half-century late, 
seven black heroes have been nominated for the Medal of 
Honor” (16 July 1996). .................................................................................715 

6.7. REFUSED SERVICE IN Y.M.C.A. Restaurant Because of Color. (exact date cut 
off, circa 1918) ................................................................................................................725 

6.8. Official Correspondence regarding St. Louis Argus. Military Intelligence / 
War Department concerned that inflammatory articles will stir up African 
Americans. May 1918. ....................................................................................................729 

6.9. Arthur Little (Johnson’s Company Commander): Arthur Little letter 
defending African American soldiers (2 May 1934); Letters praising Arthur 
Little. ...............................................................................................................................745 

6.10. Correspondence regarding the adverse “white propagandists” not praising 
/  acknowledging the fine combat record of African American soldiers. (circa 
1918). Emmett J. Scott Collection, Morgan State University. ........................................749 

6.11. “COLORED SOLDIERS OVERSEAS MAKING GOOD”. Press Release from the 
Special Assistant to Secretary of War, Emmett J. Scott. 8 Nov. 1918. 
Retrieved from the Emmett J. Scott Collection, Morgan State University. ....................753 

6.12. Articles (some undated, but all circa 1918) highlighting the 
accomplishments of African American Troops (1918-1919). All retrieved 
from the Emmett J. Scott Collection (Morgan State University) from Scott’s 
manuscript notes for Scott’s Official History of the American Negro in the 
World ..............................................................................................................................757 
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By Caroline Silber 

 

 In 1918, an American soldier named Henry Johnson was awarded the Croix de 

Guerre avec Palme; France's highest medal for individual valor.  He was the first American of 

any race to do so.1 While an allied government recognized his bravery, his own denied him the 

smallest shred of official recognition.  What could cause such a disagreement?  The answer is 

simply racial discrimination.  The very rights that African-American troops serving in World War 

I were fighting to defend in Europe -- freedom, self-determination and a "world made safe for 

democracy", in the words of President Woodrow Wilson2 -- were the same rights being denied 

to them at home.  After a troubled history of race relations dating back 300 years, even those at 

the pinnacle of American society espoused a philosophy of white superiority over the other 

races of the world.  The War Department, the Congress, and even the President were no 

exception to the culture of the time.   Henry Johnson’s America may have been ready to receive 

him as a war hero, but because of the color of his skin, it was not prepared to award him with 

the Medal of Honor that his conduct should have earned him. 

          The Army that Henry Johnson joined in 1917 reflected the segregation and racism 

of the U.S. as a whole.  Analyzing the differences in human life through the prism of race, 

prevailing scientific wisdom held that blacks were physically and mentally unfit for combat. 

Much of the country feared for its safety if black men were given access to military weaponry.  

These beliefs resulted in military policies and treatment that forced black soldiers to remain 

second-class citizens even while they risked their lives.3   

Nearly 357,000 African-Americans served in the armed forces during World War I,4 but 

their military experience bore little resemblance to the glamour on the recruitment posters. 

Draft boards disproportionately deemed black soldiers physically or mentally unfit for combat, 

yet also disproportionately denied them exemptions from service.5 The result was that most 

blacks were relegated to non-combat service units, providing the brute labor to support the 

war effort.6  Fewer than half of all black soldiers were even sent to Europe. Roughly 170,000 of 

them spent the war in the United States, toiling at military camps as “laborers in uniform” doing 



heavy manual work and receiving virtually no military training.7 In fact, many of these black 

“laborers in uniform” were denied even the uniform itself, and were supplied instead with blue 

overalls.8 Conditions at the camps were grim, especially in the South, where black soldiers were 

treated like prison chain gangs and given substandard food, shelter, clothing and medical 

treatment.9  Even the “elite” 369th Infantry Regiment; the all-black combat unit in which Henry 

Johnson served had no armor support, and was given little training or medical care.10  In 

describing the regiment’s poor equipment, Medal of Honor winner Theodore Roosevelt, Jr. 

noted: “There were little or no military supplies. For the whole Regiment [of 2500 men] the 

rifles totaled but two hundred and fifty. Only twenty-five percent of these had bayonets. Not 

more than a quarter of the men had belts.”11  Roosevelt goes on to describe how “…[w]hen the 

companies were marched through the streets of New York the equipment was given to the men 

in the front rank and on the flanks, in order to present the semblance of a military 

organization.”12 

  Treatment of black troops did not markedly improve when they arrived in 

France, largely because the U.S. military command ensured that U.S. policies of discrimination 

and segregation were continued abroad. Of the 200,000 black soldiers who did travel to France, 

160,000 would work in supply and labor units known as Services of Supply (SOS), providing 

cheap labor as stevedores in French ports and in labor battalions building roads and base 

facilities, and feeding livestock and cleaning latrines.13 Only 42,000 black troops, 20% of the 

black soldiers overseas and just 11% of the blacks in the wartime Army were combat troops.14  

Even while they were underrepresented in battle, black men made up a third of the Army’s 

labor force.15  Treatment of black soldiers in the SOS labor units was harsh -- one soldier 

described his unit as “a penal institution”16 and black stevedores sometimes worked 16 and 

even 24-hour shifts, often with inadequate clothing, supplies and food.17  Even black officers 

were not spared the humiliations of racism; for instance, on transport ships, black officers were 

given the smallest quarters available, and barred from sharing toilets, barbershops or gyms 

with white officers.18  

 Such discrimination emanated from the highest levels of U.S. military command. One 

French military directive, sent at the direct request of the U.S. Army, contained the following 



warnings to French officers: “[white Americans] are afraid that contact with the French will 

inspire in black Americans aspirations which to them [the whites] appear intolerable.…[t]he 

vices of the Negro are a constant menace to the American who has to repress them sternly…we 

cannot deal with them [black officers] on the same plane as with the white American officers 

without deeply wounding the latter…19 The U.S. Department of Justice collected data on black 

organizations and individuals suspected of subversion, for fear that black soldiers who had 

served in France might be plotting to demand greater freedoms back home.20  

  The racist treatment of black troops did not cease after the Armistice. The black 

SOS laborers in France were tasked with the most dangerous and least desirable post-war jobs, 

including removing unexploded shells, clearing barbed wire and filling trenches and collecting 

and re-burying the dead.21 All black soldiers, even including the decorated combat troops, were 

subjected to a series of post-Armistice restrictions limiting their freedom to move about the 

towns where they were stationed. For instance, even the men of the 369th, which had seen 191 

days at the front, were forced to take a humiliating post-war “training” program, the purpose of 

which was to keep the black troops segregated from the local white population until they could 

be shipped home.22 Shockingly, American black troops were not permitted to march in the 

Allied victory parade in Paris, and similarly were excluded from the huge war mural Le Pantheon 

de la Guerre, although black Allied troops were included in both the parade and mural.23 Other 

indignities to which black American troops were subjected included having their pay withheld 

for supposed infractions, being denied the holiday rations given to all other American troops at 

Thanksgiving and Christmas,24 and being given the lowest priority in terms of sailing departure 

times, in some cases being bodily removed from ships by captains who refused to transport 

“coloreds.”25  Most disturbing were attacks on blacks by fellow soldiers,26 executions of black 

soldiers after questionable “trials”, and illegal hangings or lynchings, all of which illustrated the 

U.S. military’s importation of American racism to France.27 

  Racism against black troops continued once they returned home. While 

returning troops were received with enthusiastic parades in the large cities of the North28, in 

rural areas and the South black veterans were often stripped of their uniforms and positioned 

at the very end of parades, behind minor civic organizations.29 Those black officers who wished 



to stay in the army were actively discouraged if not outright barred.30 Finally, the American 

Legion, established to help World War I veterans with legislation, jobs and benefits, virtually 

barred blacks, especially in the South.31  Moreover, the service of black troops in World War I, 

and even heroic exploits like Henry Johnson’s, did not reduce public hostility against African 

Americans. In fact, violence against black communities escalated in the post-war years. For 

instance, lynchings rose from 36 in 1917 to 76 in 1919, and that summer -- the “Red Summer of 

1919” -- witnessed 38 separate race riots.32  In one 10-month period from March through 

December 1919, The New York Times ran 20 separate articles recounting acts of mob violence 

against black citizens including lynchings, shootings and race riots under headlines such as 

“Negro Burned to Death by Lynch Mob in Florida”, “Kentucky Mob Drives Negroes from 

Corbin”, and “Six Killed in (NC) Riot between Negroes and Sailors”, to name but a few. 33  

Historian Richard Slotkin points to the ironic juxtaposition of two headlines appearing side-by-

side in one New York newspaper: “Two Negroes Whip 24 Germans” with “Mob Lynches Negro 

and His Wife”, reporting on Johnson’s heroism and a particularly brutal Jim Crow attack, as 

illustrating the fundamental conflict in white attitudes about black soldiers and citizens.34 The 

government was slow to act against this violence: it was not until July 1919, after over a year of 

harsh criticism from African-American leaders and civil rights activists, that President Woodrow 

Wilson finally spoke out against the widespread lynching and mob violence against black 

citizens.35 

  Post-war racism was not confined to the acts of uneducated mobs. For instance, 

Hamilton Fish recalls the reception he received on the floor of the Congress when trying to 

introduce an anti-lynching bill: “I remember how Southern Democrats taunted me as I walked 

on the floor of the House just before I made an address in favor of the anti-lynching bill, 

chanting racial slurs and hate-inspired invectives.”36 Fish also recounts the effort it took for him 

to win passage of a Battle Monuments Bill to commemorate the World War I service of black 

soldiers. Describing the undisputed record of valor of the 93rd Division – the four black 

regiments suffered casualty rates of 40%, among the highest of any American division, and 

three of the four regiments were awarded the French Croix de Guerre, an honor few other 

American regiments received37 -- Fish recounted: “[w]e spent 191 days at the frontline 



trenches, longer than any other American regiment. We were the first Allied regiment to reach 

the Rhine River. We never lost an inch of ground.  And we never had a man captured by the 

enemy.”38 Notwithstanding this record, it took Fish two years to gain passage of the bill, after 

multiple amendments and against strong Southern opposition.39 

Racism was also prevalent in how Henry Johnson was perceived and treated after his 

heroic battle.  Although “The Battle of Henry Johnson” was front-page news throughout the 

U.S., the coverage of the white press, even when laudatory, had racist overtones, often using 

racial stereotypes and caricatures to describe Johnson and Roberts.40  The racism of the day 

was evident even in Johnson’s post-battle treatment in France when Col. Hayward, his 

supportive commanding officer, decided to retain Johnson with his unit even though, as a result 

of his battle wounds, he was unable to perform unit service.  Hayward described his decision as 

follows: "…we will carry him on our roll as the 7th Cavalry carried the horse that survived the 

Custer massacre.  He can neither work nor fight, but his presence will be good for the morale of 

the troops."41  Arthur W. Little, a battalion commander of the 369th, another supporter of 

Johnson’s, approvingly described Hayward’s decision noting: “[s]o Henry Johnson was made a 

sergeant, and he became one of the great pets of the regiment.”42  While Hayward and Little 

were generous and well-intentioned, it is unlikely that they would have compared a white war 

hero to a piece of livestock.  

Johnson was given a ticker-tape parade when he returned home to New York43 and his 

image also was exploited extensively by the Army on recruiting posters and to sell war bonds.44  

However, crippled from his 21 war wounds45 and unable to work, and denied government 

assistance, he died destitute at the age of 32.46  While he received some belated recognition 

from his home town of Albany in 1991,47 Johnson received no official recognition from the U.S. 

military or government until 1996 when, after lengthy lobbying by his supporters, he 

posthumously was awarded the Purple Heart, and in 2002 when he received the Distinguished 

Service Cross.48 In fact, notwithstanding countless documented instances of bravery of black 

troops in World War I, including numerous awards of the Croix de Guerre,49 no black veteran of 

World War I received the Medal of Honor until 1991 when it was awarded posthumously to 

Corporal Freddie Stowers of South Carolina.50 Stowers is the only African American World War I 



veteran to date to be awarded the Medal of Honor. This is less than 1% of the number of white 

recipients. In addition, review of the citations of the white World War I recipients of the Medal 

of Honor shows exploits that were impressive and worthy. Johnson’s documented actions are 

at least the equal of any of these records.51   

Set in this historical context of the racism that infected all facets of American life in 

1918, why Johnson was denied the Medal of Honor becomes more understandable. It is 

incredible that there are documents noting his bravery at all. The lengths to which the U.S. 

Military went to censure African American soldiers is extensive. Great efforts were made to 

ensure they served in support (rather than combat) roles, and of course segregated units (given 

to the French) was the U.S. solution to ensure that African American were kept separate from 

white soldiers. Hence, it is illogical to think that U.S. military officials would cast aside their 

heavily manifest prejudices to award Johnson (or any African American soldier) any honor for 

valor, and particularly the highest award a white soldier could receive. To award the Medal of 

Honor to a black soldier would suggest that a black soldier is equal to a white soldier in the 

greatest sense (since the MOH is the highest award); this idea would not genuinely be 

entertained, or even considered. But, that official reports regarding Johnson’s bravery do exist, 

and they come from the highest levels of the chain of command (General John Pershing), 

strongly suggests that his actions were so extraordinary that they could not be ignored, even by 

such a racist military, and especially since the French were singing the praises of Johnson by 

awarding him their highest award for valor.   
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The Battle of Henry Johnson 

by 

Richard Slotkin 

Henry Johnson is the forgotten hero of a war – of two wars so poorly remembered they 

seem forgotten as well. In May 1918 he became the first American soldier to win a combat 

decoration for heroism in action. For a time he was the only American infantry soldier known by 

name in the national press, the first identified hero of the war that was supposed to “make the 

world safe for democracy.” He was also for a while the most famous Black man in America, 

hailed on both sides of the color line as a race-hero. On that account he was also the hero of a 

war within The War, the long, dark and (in 1918) increasingly bloody struggle against the 

system of racial oppression and humiliation known as “Jim Crow.”  

On the night of May 13, 1918 Privates Henry Johnson and Neadom Roberts of the 369th 

Infantry were on watch in a five-man outpost. Johnson was twenty-one, a wiry little man only 5’ 

4”, originally from North Carolina, in civilian life a Red Cap at the Albany railroad station. 

Roberts was seventeen – a Trenton bell-hop who had run off with the cash that was to have 

paid his father’s poll tax, and lied about his age when he enlisted. In the middle of the night 

they heard cutters at work on their wire – a German raiding party out to capture prisoners for 

interrogation. Johnson fired an alarm flare. The raiders lobbed grenades into their position, 

Roberts and Johnson were wounded by the explosions and the three men off-watch were 

trapped in their dugout. Johnson saw heads pop up over the parapet of his trench, and he 

banged away with his rifle, hitting two. The Germans fired down at them and threw more 

grenades. Roberts went down with shrapnel wounds, and German gunfire homed on Johnson. 



Shots grazed his head, bit his lip, hurt his hand, smashed his left foot. But he was going on 

adrenalin, temporarily immune to pain. His rifle jammed, and suddenly there were German 

soldiers in the trench, grappling with him, trying to take him prisoner. “There was nothing to do 

but use my rifle as a club and jump into them. I banged them on the dome and the side and 

everywhere I could land until the butt of my rifle busted. They knocked me around considerable 

and whanged me on the head, but I always managed to get back on my feet.” He beat two 

Germans to the ground, then an officer with a luger rushed him and Johnson swung his rifle like 

a baseball bat and clubbed the man down.  

Freed of attackers, Johnson turned and saw a pair of Germans trying to drag Roberts off. 

Johnson dropped his rifle and drew his bolo knife -- a heavy double-edged weapon some nine 

inches long -- and struck one of the Germans with such force that the bolo was driven through 

the top of the man’s skull. The second German fled. But the officer with the luger had roused 

himself, and shot Johnson twice in the body. Johnson dropped to his knees with a cry,  and 

when the officer came close to finish him off, sprang to his feet and rammed the bolo into the 

German’s body. By now the surviving raiders were scrambling back through the gap in the 

American wire. Johnson heaved a few grenades to chase them along. The relief came up at 

daylight to find Johnson and Roberts seriously wounded, and rescue the men trapped in the 

dugout. They counted five German corpses (one an officer) and tracked the retreat by following 

the blood tracks left when the Germans dragged off their wounded and dead. The commander 

of their regiment later wrote Mrs. Johnson that the two soldiers had probably inflicted as many 

as a dozen casualties.  



The medals awarded to Johnson and Roberts were not American, but French – the Croix 

de Guerre with Gold Palm, the highest level of that award. The American army refused to give 

either man a combat decoration – a refusal that was part technicality, but also part of a larger 

pattern of discrimination, and of official policies designed to discredit Blacks as combat troops. 

Four other Black soldiers who served in that war were recommended for the Medal of Honor. 

Three of the applications were denied, and the army “lost” the paperwork for Corporal Freddie 

Stowers, whose case was probably the strongest of the lot. Stowers’ unit had been caught in 

the crossfire of an arc of machine-gun nests. He had led his men in a successful attack on one 

flanking machine gun, and despite mortal wounds continued the attack until the German line 

was cleared. He died in the captured trench.  

Seventy years later, in a nation and an army transformed by the civil rights movement, 

family members and veterans’ organizations attempted to redress these old injustices by asking 

the army to review the medal recommendations of Blacks who served in World War I. In the 

1980s Stowers’ family, supported by veterans organizations, asked the army to reopen his case. 

The lost paperwork was found, and in 1991 Stowers’ sisters received their brother’s Medal of 

Honor. The Stowers case may have encouraged Henry Johnson’s family to make a similar 

appeal. Henry’s son Herman (1916-2004) was a Kansas City businessman who had served with 

the Tuskegee airmen in World War II. He remembered his father fondly, but had not seen him 

since his parents divorced when Herman was six years old. His father had been plagued by ill-

health resulting from his war wounds, had had great difficulty finding employment; suffered 

from alcoholism, and (the family believed) had died and been buried in a pauper’s grave in 

1937.  



The appeal was initiated by New York Governor Pataki in 1996, because the 369th had 

originally been the 15th Regiment of the New York National Guard, which the governor 

commands. They won a small victory in 1997, when President Clinton awarded Johnson a 

Purple Heart for wounds suffered in combat. But the Medal of Honor case was plagued by 

technical difficulties. Before the New York National Guard could endorse the application, it had 

to waive its own statute of limitations. The application finally went to the Army in 1998, and 

after three years of consideration was turned down. However, in the course of the investigation 

the family learned that Johnson had actually died in 1929, under circumstances that remain 

obscure, and had been buried at Arlington. A new appeal, supported by Senator Charles 

Schumer, convinced the Army to reconsider its decision; and in 2003 it awarded Johnson the 

Distinguished Service Cross (DSC), the second-highest decoration for valor. Although Johnson’s 

family were grateful for this recognition, they wanted to persist (with Schumer’s support) in 

seeking the Medal of Honor.  

The standards that govern the award of the Medal of Honor are especially stringent. The 

terms require “conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of . . . life above and beyond the 

call of duty.” But the bare words don’t convey full meaning of the requirement, which is that 

the valor displayed be different in quality from that required for any other award. The 

specifications for the DSC state that those receiving it must display “extreme gallantry and risk 

of life in actual combat . . . of such a high degree [as] to be above those required for all other U. 

S. combat decorations” – but which, even so, do not meet “the criteria for the Medal of Honor.” 

To properly make distinctions of that kind requires an experience and an understanding of 

combat that no civilian can muster.  



The Medal of Honor also requires a rigorous assessment of evidence, beginning with 

eyewitness testimony, and followed by an unbroken chain of endorsements from the unit level 

all the way to the headquarters of the Army. In rejecting the Johnson appeal, the Army did not 

explicitly claim that Johnson’s actions failed to meet the standards for the award, but rather 

that the evidentiary basis of the claim was insufficient. The eyewitnesses were all long dead, 

and it was supposed that there was no chain of endorsements reaching from Johnson’s 

immediate superiors to the headquarters of the American Expeditionary Force (AEF).  

That was because Johnson’s regiment was not serving with the American army. The 

369th Infantry was then the only African-American combat unit in France. To oblige an ally, and 

avoid the embarrassment of having to mingle Black and White regiments in the same brigade, 

General Pershing had sent the 369th to serve with the 161st Division of the French IV Army. 

Johnson’s heroism was reported through the French chain of command, from division to army; 

but since the 369th was not then attached to an American division, it was assumed that the 

chain of endorsements did not reach AEF headquarters. Had the action occurred a few months 

later the problem would not have arisen. Three more Black infantry regiments arrived in 

France, and although they were parceled out for service with different French divisions they 

were administratively organized as the US 93rd Division, and reported through that division to 

army headquarters.  

Then on March 22 of this year Senator Charles Schumer’s office announced that it had 

found a memorandum written by General John Pershing, commander of the AEF, summarizing 

and praising the action in which Sergeant Johnson fought. The memorandum is evidence that 

Pershing had received the action report made by the commander of Johnson’s regiment 



(Colonel William Hayward) to his French divisional commander, and that there was, after all, a 

chain of endorsements reaching to army headquarters.  

If this new evidence satisfies the procedural requirements, the army can consider 

Johnson’s case on its merits. The decision will be based, necessarily and appropriately, not on 

Johnson’s race but on his individual achievement. But the one honor we certainly owe him is to 

remember (as far as we can) the whole story of his service, and how every aspect that story – 

his enlistment in the army, the conditions in which he fought, his courage in action, the public 

acclaim that made him a political symbol and exposed him to ruin – was shaped by his country’s 

obsession with “the race problem.”  

 

According to President Woodrow Wilson, the purpose of American intervention in the 

Great War then raging in Europe was to “make the world safe for Democracy.” Yet the nation 

Wilson led had failed to resolve the most basic questions of its own organization: who qualifies 

for national citizenship, and what rights must be guaranteed to all who qualify?  

For forty years White Americans in the South had systematically deprived Black 

Americans of the civil rights they had won during Reconstruction, creating the system of 

segregation, subjugation and lynch-law known as Jim Crow – a movement tolerated, when not 

actually approved, by Northern Whites. Although Jim Crow was a unique form of oppression, 

the ideas and beliefs that justified the racial exclusion of Blacks were applicable to other racial 

and ethnic minorities. Legal and customary discrimination restricted the citizenship rights of 

Mexican-Americans and Asian immigrants. Since1881, millions of new immigrants from Eastern 

and Southern Europe had entered the country, people whose language, religion and ways of life 



seemed repellently alien to White Americans of predominantly British and German origins. In 

the vocabulary of American culture, such differences could only be interpreted by reference to 

color-based racialism.: the new immigrants were seen as being in some way more like Negroes, 

Indians or Asians than like “real” White people. In the mid-1890s a  powerful anti-immigrant 

movement began, led by the Immigration Restriction League. One of its founders, President 

Lawrence Lowell of Harvard, stated its core doctrine: A nation can only thrive, and enjoy 

freedom with safety, if its people descend from “a single race, with substantially the same 

social and political instincts, the same standards of conduct and morals, the same industrial 

capability.” It followed that “Indians, Negroes, Chinese, Jews and Americans cannot all be free 

in the same society.” In 1907 the US immigration service adopted a “Dictionary of Races” which 

listed Germans, Jews, Ruthenians, Sicilians and other ethnic groups as distinct racial entities, 

and rated their aptitude for Americanization. A report commissioned by President Theodore 

Roosevelt declared that no race was qualified for democratic citizenship unless its inbred traits 

included the kind of “intelligence, manliness, [and] cooperation” that supposedly characterized 

the Anglo-American.  

But the war transformed the debate over race and citizenship. It was simply impossible 

to raise an army of millions without the active cooperation of minority communities. African-

Americans and other non-Whites comprised 15%-20% of the population. Roughly a third of the 

White population was either foreign-born, or had a foreign-born parent. If these groups were 

excluded from full citizenship, why should they be willing to serve the nation in war? Almost 

overnight, the nation’s leadership rediscovered the traditions of egalitarian liberalism which 

had been out of fashion for a generation. Instead of insisting that race defined nationality, a 



vast outpouring of official publications, training manuals and public propaganda now described 

the US as a “vast, polyglot community,” in which “common ideals have transformed men and 

women of all these races, and kindreds, and tongues, into ONE nation.” American patriotism 

was said to appeal to a law “higher than race loyalty, transcend[ing] mere ethnic prejudices, 

more binding than the call of a common ancestry . . . [an ideal] to which every citizen, of 

whatever race, may rally.” That invitation was explicitly extended across the color line: “Black 

men, yellow men, white men, from all quarters of the globe, are fighting side by side to free the 

world from the Hun peril. / That’s the patriotism of equality!” The official ideologists of 

America’s Great War were offering the minorities a new social bargain: full recognition as 

Americans in exchange for loyal service in wartime. It was a bargain acceptable even to a 

militant advocate of equal rights like W. E. B. DuBois, who urged Blacks to enlist in the army 

with the slogan: “First your Country, then your Rights!” 

The African-American community of Harlem was well-prepared to seize the bargain. Five 

years earlier the Equity Congress, a Harlem civic organization, had persuaded New York State to 

create a Black regiment of the National Guard, the 15th New York. At the time the unit was 

chiefly desired as an acknowledgement of the community’s civil equality. The right to 

participate in the common defense by membership in the militia is a basic right of citizenship, 

and one that most states denied their Black citizens. The presence of a National Guard unit in a 

local armory was also a guarantor of civil peace – especially precious to a Black community in 

an age of recurrent racial violence. The sponsors wanted the officer cadre to be entirely 

African-American, as was the case in other states (notably Illinois) which had “Colored” Guard 

units. However, the state insisted that the colonel, lieutenant colonel and majors be White 



men; and the community (in 1916) accepted this compromise, after the prospective 

commander – socialite and politician William Hayward – promised to appoint Blacks as 

company officers. The sponsors were also moved by the belief that with Whites in command 

their regiment would have a better chance of being called up for combat duty in the war they 

knew was coming. They thus made their peace with a classic paradox of American racism: to 

gain an opportunity to prove their race’s theoretical equality, they had to accept the fact of 

racial subordination.  

Circumstances ultimately led to the creation of a racially integrated officer cadre in the 

15th New York, in which White lieutenants reported to African American captains – a situation 

unprecedented in both the Army and the National Guard,. Among the regiment’s Black officers 

were several men of note, including the lawyer and civil rights activist Napoleon Marshall and 

James R. Europe, the noted jazz pioneer and theatrical entrepreneur. Lieutenant Europe led the 

regimental band, which introduced American jazz to the Continent – but he also commanded 

the machine-gun company.  

 

At the heart of the idea of civil equality is the assumption that the individual is entitled, 

self-evidently and by nature, to dignity and respect. It is that presumption which compels his 

fellow citizens and his government treat with respect his suits, petitions, appeals for justice. But 

slavery had created, and Jim Crow had perpetuated, the identification of citizen-dignity with 

racial “Whiteness.” The principle was embedded in the American idiom. When a Midwestern 

draftee wanted to characterize the good treatment he and his buddies were receiving, he told 

an interviewer, “the people of Atlanta treat us white.” When Theodore Roosevelt wanted to 



express his contempt for Germany, he remarked that he had shaken hands with German 

Emperor before the war, “when [the Kaiser] was a white man.”  

If Whiteness implied the entitlement to dignity, Blackness implied the opposite: a 

presumptive entitlement to disdain, ridicule and humiliation. W. E. B. DuBois had spoken of it in 

Souls of Black Folk: “that personal disrespect and mockery, the ridicule and systematic 

humiliation, the distortion of fact and wanton license of fancy, the cynical ignoring of the better 

and the boisterous welcoming of the worse, the all-pervading desire to inculcate disdain for 

everything black, from Toussaint to the devil.”  

It was the declared mission of Colonel Hayward and of the entire 15th New York to 

defeat the politics of ridicule by a military display of “intelligence, manliness, cooperation.” But 

the double-bind of racial politics made that goal extremely hard to achieve. Pride and the angry 

resentment of insult are marks of “manliness.” But Blacks were also expected to bear the insult 

of inferior status without open resentment. Black regular army units which had broken that rule 

had been disgraced and barred from service overseas. The 15th New York was immediately put 

to the test by being sent to train in Spartanburg, SC, a Jim Crow town whose Mayor warned 

that if the soldiers expected to be treated “like white men” they might suffer “the most tragic 

consequences”– an open threat of lynching. If the men defended themselves against insult they 

could be charged with rioting, and barred from combat service. If they passively accepted abuse 

they might become too demoralized to fight effectively; and they would confirm the stereotype 

of Negroes as “serfs and sycophants,” and such (a Harlem newspaper noted) “do not win 

battles.” Hayward asked for and got the troops’ consent to be patient in the face of 

provocation. But the mere existence of Black officers enraged local Whites, and caused 



“incidents.” The men defied Jim Crow simply by their manners, by the coolness with which they 

faced down insults; and when threatened with violence, they showed a willingness to retaliate. 

After only two weeks the War Department sent them back north to avoid further trouble. At 

Camp Mills on Long Island they bivouacked next to an Alabama regiment which hurled insults 

and threatened violence. A White captain, Hamilton Fish, informed his Alabama counterpart 

that if his men approached the picket-line the 15th would not hesitate to shoot. Shortly 

thereafter the War Department put the regiment on a tramp steamer to France, so fast they 

not only failed to complete basic training, they had not yet been taken into Federal service. The 

15th New York was the only regiment to land in France flying its state flag. But eventually they 

were federalized as the 369th Infantry.  

The regiment had to fight for the right to fight. At first they were relegated to unloading 

ships and loading trains in St. Nazaire along with Black labor battalions. Assiduous politicking 

and cultivation of the press by the influential Colonel Hayward and Hamilton Fish (grandson of 

Grant’s Secretary of State and a prominent Republican politician), plus a spectacularly 

successful tour by Lieutenant Europe and the regimental jazz band, eventually got them out of 

St. Nazaire. A German offensive in March strained the depleted French army to the breaking 

point, and among the troops Pershing sent to aid them was the 369th Infantry. Hayward’s men 

were sent for on-the-job training to a relatively quiet sector, and it was on the outpost line 

there that Henry Johnson and Neadom Roberts fought their bloody little fight.  

Colonel Hayward and his second, Major Arthur Little, saw Johnson’s heroism as an 

opportunity to advance their larger cause, which was to convince the American army and 

people that Black soldiers were combat-worthy, and Black people worthy of civil equality. After 



reporting the action to their (French) divisional HQ, they made contact with every American 

correspondent in range, and within a day or two had conducted several interviews and a press 

tour of the battleground. For once the regiment’s pariah status worked to their advantage: they 

were exempt from the censorship that forbade reporters to mention by name persons or units 

serving with the AEF. On May 21 the story, now called the “Battle of Henry Johnson,” hit the 

front pages of the New York papers. With the exception of William Randolph Hearst’s American 

– always hostile to Black interests – every paper presented the story as vindication of the Negro 

race’s soldierly aptitudes. There were follow-up stories on Johnson’s family, on public 

celebrations held to honor him, and on the praises sent by famous Americans – Theodore 

Roosevelt prominent among them. Johnson became the first American soldier known by name 

to the American public. The 369th (or “Old Fifteenth”) received continuous press coverage, 

building a public legend as the “Harlem Hell Fighters,” compiling a superb combat record and 

winning a unit citation of the Croix de Guerre.  

The African-American press was eager to read the story as evidence of racial valor, and 

proof that they had kept their part of the social bargain. DuBois’ magazine, The Crisis, reprinted 

a letter from a Black lieutenant in the 369th:  

[N]ow is our opportunity to prove what we can do. If we can’t fight and die in this war 

just as bravely as white men, then we don’t deserve equality with white men  . . . But if 

we can do things at the front; if we can make ourselves felt; if we can make America 

really proud . . . then it will be the biggest possible step toward our equalization as 

citizens. The whole [regiment] has the same spirit. 



A Black newspaper in Richmond likened the “Battle of Henry Johnson” to the Revelation of John 

as a vision of the world redeemed: “Old things passed away when Roberts and Johnson on the 

field of No Man’s Land shed their blood in the cause of Liberty. . . . – and when they return this 

nation must understand that ‘old things have passed away.’” Thanks to Henry Johnson, national 

newspapers and magazines like the Outlook – an important Progressive journal with a religious 

focus – now came out strongly for passage of a Federal anti-lynching statute, and condemned 

Southern mobs as implicitly pro-German: Black soldiers were fighting heroically, and “It is 

treason to the country to do anything that will take the heart out of these men.” That 

sentiment was echoed by a wide range of publications, including the conservative New York 

Times and the magazine Literary Digest – at the time a widely-circulated publication, one of the 

leading advocates of American intervention and of Theodore Roosevelt-style Progressivism.  

Even some Southerners were impressed. The most notable convert was Irvin Cobb, a 

novelist well-known for his ridiculous Negro stereotypes, who was in France as a reporter for 

the Saturday Evening Post. After a tour of Henry Johnson’s battlefield, Cobb was moved to 

write: 

I am of the opinion – and I make the assertion with all the better grace, I think, 

seeing that I am a Southerner with all of the Southerner’s inherited and acquired 

prejudices . . . that as a result of what our black soldiers are [doing] . . . a word that has 

been uttered billions of times in our country, sometimes in derision, sometimes in hate, 

sometimes in all kindliness – but which I am sure never fell on black ears but it left 

behind a sting for the heart – is going to have a new meaning for us, South and North 



too, and that hereafter n-i-g-g-e-r will be merely another way of spelling the word 

American. 

 

Cobb was whistling Dixie. The Black man remained the root-figure of all American 

racialism. When government propagandists wanted to show just how horrible was the 

character of the German enemy, they resorted to the iconography of Jim Crow and its fantasies 

of racial rape. The most popular war poster of the period shows the German enemy as a giant 

gorilla – an image stereotypically associated with Blacks -- in a spiked helmet, with glaring 

fangs, and a ravaged half-naked white woman draped over one arm. From the start of the war, 

southern congressmen and northern conservatives had opposed the training of Black men as 

combat troops, on ground that the attitudes inculcated and the skills learned would lead to 

active resistance to Jim Crow – not only the assertion of equality claim, but armed resistance to 

lynch law.  

As the war increasingly disrupted American society -- as White Americans contemplated 

the changing attitudes and expectations of Blacks and immigrants in war industries and the 

military -- a racial reaction set in, led by conservatives in the South, abetted by Northern anti-

immigrant groups. News of the Battle of Henry Johnson coincided in the New York papers with 

reports of one of the most atrocious lynchings of the period – the torture, mutilation and 

burning-to-death of a pregnant woman named Mary Turner, for the crime of protesting her 

husband’s murder by a White mob. There would be 63 reported lynchings in that same year. 

Pershing and his generals took a prominent part in the racial reaction. Their most 

immediate concern was to maintain clear lines of racial subordination in their segregated army. 



Their need for riflemen had forced them not only to use Black troops, but to allow Black officers 

to hold commissioned rank and command at the company level – a situation which (with 

negligible exceptions) had never occurred in any previous conflict. Moreover there were some 

Black National Guard regiments and battalions (the 370th Infantry for one) all of whose officers, 

from colonel down, were Black. This raised the specter of a battlefield situation in which a 

White officer might have to take orders from a Black superior. There had been one or two Black 

West Pointers in the peacetime Regular Army, and their commanders had occasionally to deal 

with White officers who refused to salute them. The solution? “You salute the rank, not the 

man.” But the AEF was an army of civilians in uniform, whose values and sense of identity had 

been shaped by a Jim Crow culture. Pershing’s generals thought it unwise and detrimental to 

discipline to confront them with the anomaly of a Black superior. They therefore relieved from 

command all Black officers ranked major and above and replaced them with Whites. The 369th 

was a special case: its higher officers were White, but the cadre of company officers was 

integrated. To avoid any situation in which Whites might have to take orders from Blacks the 

Black officers of the 369th were transferred out en masse, and replaced by inexperienced White 

officers while the regiment was under fire.  

But the generals were concerned about matters larger than racial manners and military 

protocol. As a matter of principle, the Army command believed in the propriety of Jim Crow 

rules, within the army and in the society for which they were fighting. Pershing’s staff therefore 

concerned itself with the possible effects of wartime experience on race relations back in the 

States. The French tended to treat Black Americans simply as “Americans,” and made no great 

fuss about “fraternization” between Black soldiers and French women. In August, 1918, the 



American general staff asked their French liaison, Colonel Linard, to issue a “Secret Information 

Concerning Black American Troops.” Linard was to teach his countrymen that Americans were 

deeply offended by displays of inter-racial friendship – especially when French women were 

involved. White Americans feared such experiences would encourage “intolerable pretensions 

to equality,” that would pose a danger to America’s civil peace when the troops came home.  

Although a citizen of the United States, the black man is regarded by the 

white American as an inferior being with whom relations of business or service 

only are possible. The black is constantly being censured for his want of 

intelligence and discretion, his lack of civic and professional conscience, and for 

his tendency toward undue familiarity. The vices of the Negro are a constant 

menace to the American who has to repress them sternly.  

It was vital, therefore, that French soldiers and civilians “Make a point of . . . not spoiling the 

Negroes.” French officers must not openly disagree with the insistence of White Americans that 

Blacks are inferior in judgment, intelligence, and morals. Black troops serving with the French 

should not be too highly praised, especially in the presence of Americans or in documents 

intended for American officers. French officers must repress any impulse to form friendships 

with Black counterparts: 

We may be courteous and amiable . . . but we cannot deal with them on 

the same plane with white American officers without deeply offending the latter. 

We must not eat with them, must not shake hands or seek to talk or meet with 

them outside the requirements of military service.  

So much for “n-i-g-g-e-r” being another way to spell “American.”  



When Henry Johnson and the Harlem Hell Fighters rejoined the American army for 

shipment home after the Armistice, the high command went out of its way to re-educate them 

in the meaning of that word. The troops were given inferior quarters, abused with impunity by 

Military Police, denied the off-base leaves and Christmas dinners given to White troops, denied 

the right to parade with the rest of the army in Paris. White officers and enlisted men on the 

post were instructed that they did not have to salute or obey orders given by White officers 

commanding Negro troops.  

 

Mobilization had brought to the surface of American cultural life the contradiction 

between democratic ideals and the reality of racial inequality. Policy-makers had publicly 

affirmed the promise that American citizenship after the war would indeed provide liberty and 

justice for all who had served. But the fears and hatreds whipped up by war propaganda had 

roused the latent racialism of American culture. These fears were augmented by general 

concern over a post-war economic collapse, fear of mass unemployment as four million soldiers 

were demobilized, and resentment by White workers – north as well as south – of the gains in 

wealth, employment, and respectability made by Blacks during the war. And when after the war 

the threat of a world-wide Bolshevik revolution began to displace fear of Kaiserism, a powerful 

political and racial reaction set in – the Red Scare of 1919-20. Conservatives in Congress used 

their powers of investigation to validate the prejudices that had marked certain immigrant 

groups (mainly Jews and Italians) as racially incapable of Americanization, and to convince the 

public that these were the groups most likely to produce Bolshevik agitators and subversives. 



They also identified African-Americans as the race most likely to be deluded by Bolshevik 

propaganda, because they were both “weak-minded” and aggrieved by perceived oppression.  

President Wilson’s Justice Department, which had acquired extensive powers to 

suppress wartime dissidence and subversion, used those powers to create a far-reaching 

surveillance regime, and ultimately to deport without trial a shipload of suspected “agitators.” 

The most important investigative agency was the Military Intelligence Division, whose functions 

during the war combined elements of the modern CIA and FBI. Although the most prominent 

targets of the Red Scare were White immigrants and radicals, African-American activists were 

also subject to surveillance by a special section of MID devoted to “Negro Subversion.”  

The fear of a new kind of Black militancy was not entirely irrational. Civic and political 

leaders like DuBois, Monroe Trotter, and Paul Lawrence Dunbar used militant language in laying 

claim to the rights that had been earned by military sacrifice. The focus of their hopes was the 

Dyer anti-lynching bill, which attacked the most disreputable and seemingly most vulnerable 

aspect of Jim Crow. But mob violence had always been the social counter to organized demands 

by Blacks for political rights, justice or the redress of grievances. The months following the 

Armistice were marked by incidents of White-on-Black violence, answered not only by demands 

for Federal intervention but by implied threats of armed resistance.  

This was the atmosphere to which Henry Johnson and his comrades returned in 

February 1919. Johnson rode in an open car in the Hell Fighters’ homecoming parade, and as he 

drove up Lenox Avenue Black crowds called out, “Oh, you Henry Johnson! Oh, you Black 

Death!” Back home in Albany, Governor Al Smith hosted a dinner for Henry Johnson, promised 

to name a street for him, promised him a financial bonus and a new house. Johnson was asked 



to address the Legislature on a bill to give preference to veterans in the civil service. He was for 

it: the government ought to “take care of the boys who did their bit.” It seemed possible he 

might become a respected spokesman for his buddies and his race.  

In March, Johnson went to St Louis as the star attraction of a program celebrating Negro 

contributions to the war effort. A series of “Colored preachers” began by calling for a new age 

of “equanimity” between the races (equanimity as distinguished from equality). Then Johnson 

stepped up and delivered a “barrage”. War propaganda was a lie. There was no racial 

comradeship at the front. White troops refused to fight alongside Blacks, not only because they 

were bigots but because they were cowards. “When it came to real fighting the negroes were 

sent in,” not just because of their courage or skill, but because White officers wanted them 

dead: “Send the niggers to the front and there won’t be so many around New York.” The war 

made Henry Johnson a hero, but it wasn’t his war, and it wasn’t a Black man’s war. Look at 

what White men made out of it, and see what little was conceded to Black men:“If I was a 

white man I would be the next governor of New York.”  

The reaction in the hall was fierce. Some of the preachers apologized for Johnson’s 

“bitter and vindictive” speech. But “More than 5,000 negroes cheered, kissed, and fairly carried 

. . . Sergt. Henry Johnson, negro hero, around the Coliseum.” The Black press endorsed 

Johnson’s speech. The New Orleans Crusader printed a piece on the Hell Fighters titled 

“Fighting the Savage Hun and Treacherous Cracker . . .[The] ‘Hell Fighters’ might as well have 

been fighting the [American Army] for all the support they received from it.”  

But the White press condemned Johnson, and citizens complained to Secretary of War 

Newton Baker: “may we not look for some relief from this highly inflammatory tirade? . . . The 



fertile mind of the weak and vacillating brother of his race will accept . . . the unbelievable lies 

he has uttered against the decency of all manhood.” Baker forwarded the complaint to the 

“Negro Subversion” section of MID, which put Johnson under surveillance for “inciting to riot.”  

 

The charge was serious. In the summer of 1919 White mobs in Washington DC and 

Chicago attacked Black neighborhoods, expressing their resentment of Black “invasions” of 

cities and jobs that had hitherto been Whites-only. This time, in a radical departure from the 

pattern of race riots, the mobs were met with counter-violence, some of it led by Black 

veterans. The riots were terrible enough, but the fears they aroused were more terrible still. 

The usually temperate New York Times saw the uprising as revolutionary: “Bolshevist agitation 

among the negroes, especially those in the South . . . is bearing its natural and inevitable fruit.” 

MID had “evidence that radical elements in this country are taking advantage of discontent 

among certain parts of the negro population to intensify ill-feeling between the races.” But the 

new militancy was internally generated, not roused by Bolshevik agitators. A contemporary 

survey of riot coverage in Negro newspapers showed an almost perfect consensus in favor of 

armed self-defense. Even the moderate James Weldon Johnson wrote that if lynchers intended 

“teaching the ‘niggers’ a lesson [in] ‘Anglo-Saxon superiority’” they would be taught that “the 

mere thought of death” did not frighten a race whose “colored men died in France fighting for 

liberty.”  

But Black leaders who had accepted the social bargain of 1917 (“First your Country, then 

your Rights!”) were caught in the classic double-bind of racial politics. Anger and armed 

resistance were assertions of community pride, determination and courage. No movement for 



civil rights could succeed without the sense of solidarity these expressions produced. Yet they 

frightened or antagonized the White liberals whose support was essential in the legislative war 

against Jim Crow.  

They had invested their movement in the Dyer anti-lynching bill, which attacked the 

most disreputable and seemingly most vulnerable aspect of Jim Crow. But Southern 

Congressmen easily blocked it, playing up the old myth of the Black rapist, justifying lynching as 

a spontaneous expression of White racial manhood: “God Almighty has drawn these lines of 

racial cleavage . . . [and] put the instinct of racial preservation there to protect them . . . When 

that call comes every man who is not a racial degenerate will answer it. [Applause.] It is the call 

of the blood.” The Republican Party nominally supported the Dyer Bill, but the quality of its 

support is suggested by the fact that, while it was being debated, President Warren Harding 

accepted an honorary membership in the Ku Klux Klan – an organization which had grown to 

five million members, with leverage over presidential nominations in both parties.  

The strongest rhetorical counter to the apologists for Jim Crow was the war record of 

the Black regiments, and of soldiers like Henry Johnson. But starting in 1922, that record was 

deliberately and systematically disparaged and effaced by the Army itself, which wanted to 

preserve segregation and the racial hierarchy of command by permanently limiting the role of 

Black officers and troops in the peace-time Regulars and in any future war. The breakdown of a 

single Black regiment – actually, of two battalions of that regiment – was used to discredit all 

eight regiments of Black infantry which had fought with distinction in France. In 1925 a report 

to the Army General Staff titled “Employment of Negro Man Power in War” declared: “The 

negro does not perform his civil duties in times of peace in proportion to his population. He has 



no leaders in industrial or commercial life. He takes no part in government. Compared to the 

white man he is of admittedly inferior mentality. He is inherently weak in character . . . As a 

fighter he has been inferior to the white man even when led by white officers.” After 1925 most 

Black regulars were trained only as labor and service troops. As Henry Johnson’s son Herman 

discovered, Blacks would have a harder time getting into combat in World War II than they had 

had in 1917. The movements that have sought medals for soldiers like Johnson and Freddie 

Stowers were not merely appeals for individual recognition or even justice; but rather for the 

exposure and redress of the army’s deliberate policy of racial defamation and discrimination, 

which stole honor from the dead, and inflicted shame where it should have rewarded valor.  

If it was difficult for men like Dunbar and DuBois to reconcile the conflicting demands of 

anger and accommodation, it was impossible for Henry Johnson to bear the strain of 

symbolizing Black manhood in post-war America. As “Black Death” he symbolized the 

“manhood” proven in battle – but to what end? Was he proof of the Negro’s Americanism, his 

fitness for a place in a White America? Or was he proof that the Black race is brave and strong 

enough to fight its own way to freedom? After St Louis, things went bad for him with terrible 

speed. The War Department disgraced him by forbidding him to wear his uniform in public. 

Interference by MID killed his prospects as a platform speaker. The promised house was never 

provided, no street was named for him. The measure he had advocated, for giving veterans 

privileged access to civil service jobs, was rejected by the legislature. His wounds made it 

impossible for him to return to his Red Cap job – most of the bones in his left foot had been 

removed. He had to support wife and child on whatever he could make from occasional 

employment, supplemented by a very small disability payment. (In general, veterans of the First 



World War received very few benefits.) His wounds plagued him; he numbed the pain with 

drink. In 1923 his wife divorced him, and he lost contact with his family. He did re-marry, which 

suggests a possible recovery – but he died of heart disease in 1929 at the age of 32.  

 

________________________________________________________ 

Richard Slotkin is the author of Lost Battalions: The Great War and the Crisis of American 

Nationality (2005).  



Sample Headlines in The New York Times from 1919. 

 





French Military Mission official document, 7 Aug. 1918.  
 
This document expresses disgust on the part of the French toward 
American attitudes regarding African Americans. This is significant 
to the case of Henry Johnson because it shows how the unbiased 
view of the French was key to the official recognition of such a 
heroic accomplishment. 
 
 
 
 

 

















Precedent Cases 
(SEE SECTION IV FOR MUCH MORE DETAIL ON THIS) 

 
Although much of this topic is covered in Section IV of this recommendation, 

it is relevant and important to include in this section about racism. Section IV 
shows that a precedent has been set to award Johnson the Medal of Honor based 
on his heroic actions alone. But as the case of Freddie Stowers and other African 
American soldiers show, a precedent has also been set for reexamining and 
awarding the Medal of Honor many years later in cases where racism would have 
prevented consideration for the medal at the time of action. 

These pieces of evidence highlight the failure on the part of the United 
States to recognize the heroism of African American soldiers. These cases show 
how the heroic actions of Henry Johnson in combat are equal to or greater than 
those of white recipients. They prove that awarding Sgt. Johnson the Medal of 
Honor would be wholly within historical precedent.  

 
• Other parallel Medal of Honor cases (white recipients) 
• Freddie Stowers, the only African American WWI MOH recipient, 

awarded posthumously in 1991. (By Lily Xu, Office of Senator Charles 
Schumer) 
 



 

 

 

 

 

Parallel Medal of Honor Cases: 

White Soldiers who received the Medal of Honor 

Historically, African American soliders did not have the opportunity to 
be awarded the Medal of Honor because of they were African 
American; this is despite the very brave actions of many of these 
soldiers. Please refer to Section IV of this packet, as all but one are 
white soldiers who are certainly deserving of their awards, but as you 
will see, the selfless heroism of Henry Johnson equals (and sometimes 
even surpasses) the feats of these very brave Americans. 



PRECEDENT CASE: FREDDIE STOWERS1 

A century ago, to be an African American soldier was to be a second-class soldier. While 
the U.S. Army drafted both white and black men for military service during WWI, it segregated 
the soldiers by race and favored white soldiers for leadership, combat, and official recognition.  

Initially, the Army refused to train African American officers, and even after the black 
community pressured it to eliminate that discriminatory practice, the Army never placed an 
African American officer in command of white troops. In contrast, most African American units 
fought under the command of white officers.  

The Army also disproportionately assigned African American soldiers to labor as 
opposed to combat units. Of the 200,000 African American serving in France, only 38,000 (or 
19%) were combat troops as opposed to the 1,000,000 (57% of the 1.8 million) white troops who 
were combat troops.  

Despite this discrimination, many African American soldiers like Henry Johnson, 
valiantly served their country; however, the United States has consistently failed to recognize 
their bravery. African Americans received honors abroad (Henry Johnson’s unit, the 369th 
Infantry Regiment returned from France as one of the most decorated and celebrated American 
units), but in spite of their obvious merit, no African American soldier from WWI received a 
Medal of Honor during his lifetime. In contrast, the United States has awarded the Medal of 
Honor to more than 100 white soldiers from WWI. Now, almost a century later, only one African 
American soldier, Freddie Stowers, has received a Medal of Honor for his actions in WWI. It is 
time that the United States recognizes that their “second-class” soldiers were in fact first-class 
heroes that deserve national recognition.  

The case of Freddie Stowers establishes a precedent for recognizing Henry Johnson with 
the Medal of Honor and continuing to correcting past injustices. Like Henry Johnson, Freddie 
Stowers was an African American soldier who showed admirable bravery and selflessness in 
France during WWI, and like Johnson, Stowers did not receive any recognition for his actions 
despite recommendations from his superior officer. Fortunately, it appears that times are 
changing. Freddie Stowers’ application for the Medal of Honor was finally approved in 2001, 
seventy-three years after his service. Unfortunately, since then, no other African American 
veteran from WWI has received similar recognition. It has been almost 100 years since Henry 
Johnson defeated a German raiding party and saved the life of his fellow American soldier, and it 
is time that he too is recognized for his service and courage. 

1 By Lily Xu, Office of Senator Charles Schumer 



 

The President of the United States 
in the name of 
The Congress 

takes pleasure in presenting the 
Medal of Honor 

to 

*STOWERS, FREDDIE 

Corporal Stowers, a native of Anderson County, South Carolina, distinguished himself by 
exceptional heroism on 28 September 1918, while serving as a squad leader in Company C, 371st 
Infantry Regiment, 93rd Infantry Division. His company was the lead company during the attack on 
Hill 188, Champagne Marne Sector, France, during World War I. A few minutes after the attack 
began, the enemy ceased firing and began climbing up onto the parapets of the trenches, holding up 
their arms as if wishing to surrender. The enemy's actions caused the American forces to cease fire 
and to come out into the open. As the company started forward and when within about 100 meters 
of the trench line, the enemy jumped back into their trenches and greeted Corporal Stowers' 
company with interlocking bands of machine gun fire and mortar fire causing well over fifty 
percent casualties. Faced with incredible enemy resistance, Corporal Stowers took charge, setting 
such a courageous example of personal bravery and leadership that he inspired his men to follow 
him in the attack. With extraordinary heroism and complete disregard of personal danger under 
devastating fire, he crawled forward leading his squad toward an enemy machine gun nest, which 
was causing heavy casualties to his company. After fierce fighting, the machine gun position was 
destroyed and the enemy soldiers were killed. Displaying great courage and intrepidity, Corporal 
Stowers continued to press the attack against a determined enemy. While crawling forward and 
urging his men to continue the attack on a second trench line, he was gravely wounded by machine 
gun fire. Although, Corporal Stowers was mortally wounded, he pressed forward, urging on the 
members of his squad, until he died. Inspired by the heroism and display of bravery of Corporal 
Stowers, his company continued the attack against incredible odds, contributing to the capture of 
Hill 188 and causing heavy enemy casualties. Corporal Stowers' conspicuous gallantry, 
extraordinary heroism and supreme devotion to his men were well above and beyond the call of 
duty, follow the finest traditions of military service and reflect the utmost credit on him and the 
United States Army. 



Freddie Stowers

1896 – September 28, 1918 (aged 21–22)

 

Stowers' grave at Meuse-Argonne American Cemetery

Place of birth Sandy Springs, South Carolina

Place of death near Ardeuil, France

Place of burial Meuse-Argonne American 

Cemetery

Allegiance  United States

Service/branch  United States Army

Years of 

service

1917 - 1918  †

Rank Corporal

Unit 371st Infantry Regiment, 93d 

Division

Battles/wars World War I

Awards Medal of Honor

Freddie Stowers
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Freddie Stowers (1896–September 28, 1918) was a 
Corporal in the United States Army who 
posthumously received the Medal of Honor for his 
actions in World War I while serving in an American 
unit under French command.
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Early life and induction into the 
Army

Stowers was born in Sandy Springs, South Carolina, 
the grandson of a slave. Before the war, he worked 
as a farmhand. He married a woman named Pearl, 
with whom he had one daughter, Minnie Lee.

Stowers was drafted into the Army in 1917, and 
assigned to Company C, 1st Battalion of the 
segregated U.S. 371st Infantry Regiment, originally 
part of the 93d Infantry Division (Colored).

While the United States had established permanent 
African-American military units in 1866, these did 
not participate in the American Expeditionary Force; 
a peacetime role as frontier police and cavalry 
experts was gradually devolving into labor duties, 
the fate of many black troops in the world wars, 
despite the protests of some officers and 
organizations like the NAACP. Some of these 
"Buffalo Soldiers," as they were nicknamed, did 
participate in a border skirmish with Mexican troops 
accompanied by German military advisors near 
Nogales; see Buffalo Soldiers for more information.
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Stowers' sisters, Georgina Palmer and 

Mary Bowens, with Barbara Bush 

and President George H.W. Bush at 

the Medal of Honor presentation 

ceremony

By contrast, Stowers was part of a new division that, by the end of the war, included a commissioned 
African-American officer, and saw sustained combat. Due to compromises with the institutional racism 
of the day, this combat did not take place under American command: Although his unit arrived in France 
as part of the American Expeditionary Force, Stowers' regiment, like the others in the division, was 
seconded to the 157th French Army "Red Hand Division," badly in need of reinforcement, under the 
command of the General Mariano Goybet.

The assault on Côte 188

Early on the morning of September 28, 1918, Stowers' company was ordered to assault Côte 188, a tall, 
heavily defended hill overlooking a farm near Ardeuil, France. At first, the German defenders offered 
stiff resistance, bombarding the Americans with mortars, raking them with machine guns and keeping up 
steady rifle fire. The advance was not halted, however; with the Americans steadily gaining ground, and 
the Germans communicated their surrender with verbal and hand signals. This however proved to be a 
ruse, and as Company C drew near the German trenches, the machine guns opened up again. Within 
minutes, the company's strength was reduced by half. The lieutenant commanding Stowers' platoon went 
down, followed by the more senior noncommissioned officers. Corporal Stowers, trained to lead a 
section of a rifle squad was now in command of a battered and demoralized platoon.

Stowers began crawling toward a German machine gun nest and shouted for his men to follow. The 
platoon successfully reached the first German trench line and reduced the machine guns by enfilade fire. 
Stowers then reorganized his force and led a charge against the second German line of trenches. During 
this assault, Stowers was struck by an enemy machine gun, but kept going until he was struck a second 
time. He collapsed from loss of blood, but ordered his men not to be discouraged and to keep going and 
take out the German guns. Inspired by Stowers' courage, the men forged ahead and successfully drove 
the Germans from the hill and into the plain below. Stowers, meanwhile, succumbed to his wounds on 
Côte 188 . He is buried, along with 133 of his comrades, at the Meuse-Argonne American Cemetery and 
Memorial east of the village of Romagne-sous-Montfaucon.

Posthumous award

Shortly after his death, Stowers was recommended for the Medal 
of Honor; however, this recommendation was never processed. 
Three other black soldiers were recommended for Medals of 
Honor, but were instead awarded the next best thing, the 
Distinguished Service Cross. This decision may have partly been 
motivated by institutional racism; however, the criteria for the 
Medal of Honor were becoming stricter during this time period, 
partly due to a perception that it was being awarded too 
frequently, especially to members of the Army, while members 
of the naval services could receive one of two different medals, 
both called the Medal of Honor. Marine officer Smedley Butler, 
for instance, might have received three or four, instead of two, 
total Medals of Honor, or he might have received only one, if the 
actions for which they were awarded had occurred only a few 
years earlier or later than they did. Many possibly deserving 
whites and persons of color were denied medals, while some 
possibly less deserving people received them. In Stowers' case, 
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the official position is that his recommendation was "misplaced," which is plausible given that the other 
three MOH recommendations for black soldiers were at least processed, even if the decision to award 
the DSC remains controversial and possibly racism-related.

In 1990, at the instigation of Congress, the Department of the Army conducted a review and the Stowers 
recommendation was uncovered. Subsequently, a team was dispatched to France to investigate the 
circumstances of Stowers' death. Based on information collected by this team, the Army Decorations 
Board approved the award of the Medal of Honor. On April 24, 1991 — seventy-three years after he was 
killed-in-action, Stowers' surviving sisters, Georgina and Mary, received the medal from President 
George H.W. Bush at the White House.

Legacy

LTC Taylor Voorhis Beattie, in his article for the magazine Military History compared Stowers to the 
more famous Sergeant Alvin York. Both were poor, semi-literate southern farm boys who were drafted 
into the Army and earned the Medal of Honor for their extraordinary and inspirational courage under 
fire on the Western Front. York, however, survived the war and returned home to national acclamation; 
while Stowers made the ultimate sacrifice for his country, but remained an obscure figure who was not 
given his due until nearly a century after his death. Would Stowers have received the same attention as 
York, had he lived? It is impossible to say, but given the level of racism in the United States at the time, 
especially in the South, it seems unlikely. Still, Stowers helped to prove that black soldiers officered and 
trained by educated black men could fight just as well as white units, even when the better-educated 
officers went down in combat. (Prior to World War I, black units had only white officers). If Stowers is 
forgotten today, this lesson was not. Additionally, the outcome of the Stowers review led to a new Army 
study in 1992, which found that several African American and other minority DSC recipients from 
World War II were actually deserving of Medals of Honor that were not awarded because of bias on the 
part of the Decorations Board. Their crosses were upgraded to Medals of Honor which were presented to 
recipients or their survivors by President William J. Clinton.

Medal of Honor citation

Corporal Stowers, distinguished himself by exceptional heroism on September 28, 1918 
while serving as a squad leader in Company C, 371st Infantry Regiment, 93d Division. His 
company was the lead company during the attack on Hill 188, Champagne Marne Sector, 
France, during World War I. A few minutes after the attack began, the enemy ceased firing 
and began climbing up onto the parapets of the trenches, holding up their arms as if wishing 
to surrender. The enemy's actions caused the American forces to cease fire and to come out 
into the open. As the company started forward and when within about 100 meters of the 
trench line, the enemy jumped back into their trenches and greeted Corporal Stowers' 
company with interlocking bands of machine gun fire and mortar fire causing well over fifty 
percent casualties. Faced with incredible enemy resistance, Corporal Stowers took charge, 
setting such a courageous example of personal bravery and leadership that he inspired his 
men to follow him in the attack. With extraordinary heroism and complete disregard of 
personal danger under devastating fire, he crawled forward leading his squad toward an 
enemy machine gun nest, which was causing heavy casualties to his company. After fierce 
fighting, the machine gun position was destroyed and the enemy soldiers were killed. 
Displaying great courage and intrepidity Corporal Stowers continued to press the attack 
against a determined enemy. While crawling forward and urging his men to continue the 
attack on a second trench line, he was gravely wounded by machine gun fire. Although 
Corporal Stowers was mortally wounded, he pressed forward, urging on the members of his 
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squad, until he died. Inspired by the heroism and display of bravery of Corporal Stowers, 
his company continued the attack against incredible odds, contributing to the capture of Hill 
188 and causing heavy enemy casualties. Corporal Stowers' conspicuous gallantry, 
extraordinary heroism, and supreme devotion to his men were well above and beyond the 
call of duty, follow the finest traditions of military service, and reflect the utmost credit on 
him and the United States Army.[1][2]
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Contemporary Articles Regarding the Denial of Awards 
for Valor to African American Soldiers 

• Washington Times, “Medal of Honor: Segregated 
Heroes”. 31 May 1988. 

• U.S. News & World Report, “DEBT OF HONOR: A 
half-century late, seven black heroes have been 
nominated for the Medal of Honor” (16 July 1996). 

 
In a society that has made great strides from a past filled with 
racism, these articles show the brevity of the effort to award 
deserving African American soldiers the Medal of Honor. 

 

























REFUSED SERVICE IN Y.M.C.A. Restaurant Because of Color. (The 
New York Age, November 10, 1918) 

 



 

 



 





Official Correspondence regarding St. Louis Argus. May 
1918. 
 
This correspondence shows that military intelligence and the War 
Department were concerned that inflammatory articles discussing 
equality will stir up African Americans. 
 

 

































Arthur Little (Johnson’s Company Commander) letter 
defending African American soldiers (2 May 1934). Also 
includes letters praising Arthur Little. 

 









Correspondence regarding the adverse “white 
propagandists” not praising/acknowledging the fine 
combat record of African American soldiers. (circa 1918).  
 
This document is provided courtesy of the Emmett J. Scott 
Collection at Morgan State University. 

 









 

“COLORED SOLDIERS OVERSEAS MAKING GOOD”. Press 
Release from the Special Assistant to Secretary of War, 
Emmett J. Scott. 8 Nov. 1918.  
 
This document is provided courtesy of the Emmett J. Scott 
Collection at Morgan State University.  
 
 

 









Articles highlighting accomplishments of African American 
soldiers (1918-1919) 

These documents are provided courtesy of the Emmett J. Scott 
Collection at Morgan State University in a box with a manuscript from 
Scott’s Official History of the America Negro in the World. Some of these 
articles are undated but all were produced around or in the year 1918. 
 

• GEN. GOYBET’S FAREWELL ADDRESS TO COLORED TROOPS; 
French commander offers highest praise to African 
American troops (undated, circa 1918).  

• WHOLE HUN ARMY COULDN’T STOP COLORED TROOPERS. 
Unknown periodical. (13 SEPT 1918).  

• Huns Really Feared U.S. Colored Troops. Unknown 
periodical. (undated, circa 1918).  

• NEGRO TROOPS FIRST TO REACH THE RHINE. Unknown 
periodical. Baltimore, MD. (8 FEB 1919).  

 

 













Ralph W. Tyler, “Gallant Colored Fighting Machine Wins 
Plaudits for Successful Raids Against Germans in ‘No 
Man’s Land’…” Excerpt.  
 
This document is provided courtesy of the Emmett J. Scott 
Collection at Morgan State University. Ralph W. Tyler is an 
accredited representative on the Committee of Public Information.  
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That shameful record is going to be written up, and published, so 
that the whole world may read it, and learn how these black men, 
who went out from these shores to die at their country's call, were ' 
treated simply because of the color of their skin. . . . 
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The, UnhJO!uin SQldienappeared in ·1974 and promptly established 
itSelf aSthe:most~otoughaildbest writt-en account of its sub
ject, a preeminence that it still enjoys. The diligent research and 
precise writing?f Arthur E. Barbeau and Florette Henri pto
duced ari . .insciilt classic, invaluable to students of the history of 
Mrican Americans ip. the mmtary and fascinating to the Casual 
rciidex: l)a Capo. Press deserves our' thanks for making' this work 
avaiIabteonce 'again. . 

WhCnit: first:appeared,The Unknown.SQldiers shed light .on an 
~Of,the -¥rican-AmCricari contribution to American mill,,: 
taryblstorytbat was largely ignored while scholarly mid public 
attention foCused on either earlier black troops or the racial inte
gration of the armed forces, which President Harry S. Truman 
hiid direCted' in July 1948, and its conSequences. African Ameri
caris: had Seen limited, military service in colonial times, 'in the 
Ameriean'Revolution beginning with the battles at Lexington 
an:d;Co~coid, iiridin the War of 1812, especially with the navy 
and in the defeIiSeof New Orleans. These topiCs had aroused 
scholarly and popUlar iritereSt, as had the CivilWru; in which Af'" 
ricaI!:':Americinsoldiers, 'serving in s~parateUnits, helped destroy 
slavery 'and' gain the rights 'of citizenship. 

African Americans had little time to enjoy the fruits of victory 
in the, Civil Wax: Theconstirutional safeguards protecting their 
hard-won, rights caine to' be interpreted narrowly' or utterly ig
nored. Thetepeal of 1:heresultS of the Civil War became com
plete" in 1896, when the, Supreme' Court eStablished in P/essy 'U 

Ferg~ the principle of sq>arate' but equal and thUs provided a 
legal baSis for impOsing racial segregation on almost every aspect 
of American life. . ' . , . 

When the United'States wentto war with Spain in 1898, some 
African.,.Amerlcan leaders saw an opportunity to regain the rights 
of citizenship through' herdism On the battlefield, in effect shanl
ilig white America into abandoning racial discrimination. Black 
troops fought, competently, often heroically, in Cuba, Puerto 
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staff, though he conceded that the African-American troops h3d, 
exerted steady pressure on the Germans in the final weeks of the 
wax; would nevertheless diSmiss them as being "dangerous to, no 
one but themselves and women." When. a battalion of the divi
sions 368th Infantry advanced bravely in an attack that enabled 

, French troops to break contact with a stronger German" force, 'the 
Mrican-American unit received the Croix de gaerTe from the 
H-ench, but higher American headquarters rejected every recom
mendation for awards to indivi_dualblack soldiers in thebattal-
ion. ' 

The noioriolisrelilctance of American commanders to approve 
decorations for African;.American soldierseve~tually caUsed the, 
DepartmentQf the ,Army to look for'evidence of racialdiScrimi-' 
nati?n .~ awarding thc.Jv1edal of Ronot; the highest ,decoration 
for mdiVIdual valOt; dunng World War 1. ThiS invesiigation,how
eve.t; ?ad to aW.ait th: uprooting of legalized racial segregation 
and did not begm until 1988~ Three years Iatet; it resulted in the 
posthu:mo~ award. of th~ Medal of Honor to Corporal !reddie 
Stowers, killed while leading an attack on a machine gun nest in 
~eptember 1918. He had served in the 93d Division (provi-
SIOnal). , ,> 

The authors' also describe such triumphs as the combat record 
of the 93d Division (Provisional), which served almost ,exclu
sively with French forces that ignored American advice to en
f~rce rigid racial segregation and avoid "spOiling" the black sol
diers. The H-en~ who had 'been -fighting 'more.than three years, 
needed the African-American soldiers and could not' risk treat
men~ that would stir up reSen~an~ undetmine their military 
effiCIency. Treated as real soldiers, the men of the division re
sponded wi~ the skill ~d heroism that earned the Croix de guerre 
for ~ee of Its four regxments. Another triumph 'consisted of the 
appomtment of Mrican-American warrlmeofficers--.:some of 
~em stude~ts at black colleges, recent graduates, or former, en
~d men m ~e. four ~lackregiments 'of the Regular Army; and 
still others mobilized Wlththe National Guard. While these new 
offi~~,~e. vast majority of them lieutenants, were p~on 
theIr 1USlgrua,the highest-ranking black officer in the Regular 
Army; Colonel Charles' Young, a graduate of ,the U S. Military 

-. 
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Academy; languished on the inactive list, where he remained un
til the final weeks of the fighting. The War Department shelved 
this experienced officer rather than run the ris~ that .h~ might 
somehow conimand white troops as a result of his, seruonty and 
the frenzied wartime expansion. , 

, After the anmstice that ended the struggle, Jim Crow asserted 
control at the ports where American troops waited to return to 
the UnitCd States. Inont instance cited by Barbeau and Henri, 
black veterans loaded their baggage on a ship, only to unload and 
resUme their wait when the captain flady refused to allow Afri.; 
can Aiiiericansto san on board his vessel. After suffering harass
mentand humiliation a~ the ports, the soldiers rt:turned to a na
tion ~here wartime prOsperity had begun to ebb, pitting blacks 
against whites in a Com~tition for a dwindling number of ind~
trial jobs and fanning the flames of racism. Violence by whites 
against ~laCks; whether riots or the lynching of individuals, 
erupted thrOughout the nation, and members of the mobs usually 
eSCap~d p~hment. No wonder that in 1919 a diSillusioned and 
angry. DUBois urged African Americans to abandon cooperation 
and fight for their freedom, 

The record of African-American troops in World War I, thor
oughly explored by the auth9rs, demonstrates that they per
formed best ,when .!reated fairly; as by the I<rench. The War De
pamnent; though, it, studied the history of the WaJ; refused to 
leani this basic lesson and tried to fight a. second world war ad
hering to the racial policy of the firSt. The demands of total mo
bilization for World War ll-and the stirrings of militancy on the 
part of blacks-compelled the armed forces to accept large num
bers of African Americans and assign them tasks that would help 
win the wru: Consequendy; although racial segregation prevailed, 
black timk or artillery battalions supported white infantry; Afri
can-American fighter pilots escorted bombers with white crews, 
~d for a brief time, late in the war m Europe, platoons of black 
soldierS served :iIongside whites in the same rifle companies. 

President Truman, for reasons of politics and simple justice 
'rather than to increase military efficiency; ordered the racial inte
gration or the armed services in July 1948. The manpOwer de
mands or'the Korean Wax; which began two years late.t; at last 
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Rico, and the Philippines, but their contributions to victory 
brought no lowering of racial barriers. The African-Americari 
soldiers found that Jim Crow-the personification of racial dis
crimination-followed the flag overseas. 

The fate of the 1st Battalion, 25th Infantry. transferred from 
Nebraska to Brownsville, Texas, in 1906, exemplified the status 
of the black. soldier in'lim Crow's America. Gunfire erupted on 
the streets of J3rownsville in the early hours of August 14, killirig 
one civilian and wounding tWo. others. The blame fell upOn the 

. recently arrived African-American soldiers, but Army investiga
tors could find no concrete evidence pointing. to specific mem: 
bers of the battalion. Convinced that the black troops had to be 
guilty, President Theodore Roosevelt resorted to mass punish
ment and, on his own authority as commander in chiet: issued 
dishonorable discharges to all who might possibly have· been in
volved. The Senate Military Affairs. Committee looked into the 
Brownsville incident. A majority endorsed the president's action, 
but a minority report-,-put together largely by Senator Joseph B. 
Foraker ·of Ohio, a bitter foe of :the president-demolished th.e 
bas~ for Roosevelt's decision, invalidating the evidence he foUrid 
so persuasive and demonstrating that the black soldiers had been 
framed, .presumably by racists ·among the townspeople. The 
president remained adamant, howevet; and the dishonorable dis
charges were not changed to honorable until 1972, after a revolu
tion in race relations within the nation and the military. Only 
one victim of the injustice,. DorsieWillis, was still alive. 

Although the African-American contribution . to . the defeat of 
Spain did not forCe Jim Crow to relax his grip on the United 
States, when the nation entered World War I against Germany, a 
number' of influential blacks still believed that sacrifices for vic
tory would ensure progress toward racial equality. At the onset of 
hostilities W. E. B. DuBois, the scholar and civil rights advocate, 
used the pages of The Crisis, the publication of the National As
sociation for. the Advancement. of Colored People, to urge his fel
low African Americans to put aside their just grievances, close 
ranks with white citizens, and help win the Wlll: Two years'latet; 
with Germany beaten, PUBois denounced whites who "cheat us 
and mock us, ... kill us and slay us, ... [andJderide our misery." 

lntroduaion I xiii 

In this volume Barbeau and Henri accurately describe the cruel 
events that shattered the illusions of those, like DuBois, who be
lieved that black Americans could better their condition by en-

thusiastically supporting World "Yar L . 
The Unkn()'Wn Soldiers deals WIth tragedy and trIumph .. The 

tragedy that did most to determine the wartime role o~ African
American soldiers· was the mutiny at Houston, Texas m Au~t 
1917 when soldiers of the black 24th Infantry rebelled agrunst 
the city's Jim Crow laws, killing fifteen civilians an? one Army 
officet; who apparently was mistaken for a l~ policeman. ~e 
brutality by the police toward both the soldi:rs and b~~ck CIvil
ians that ruid goaded the troopS to violence did not mItigate the 
swift punishment exacted by the War Department. By the end of 
September 1918, nineteen of the mutineers had died on the gal
lows. The uprising at Houston frightened the. War ~epartment 

. into reducing the number of black combat umts-ultunat:l~ .re
taining just the 92d Division and ~e unders~ngth 93d DlVlslOn 
(provisional~d training them m small contmgents; easil! out
numbered by white troops stationed nearby. Fear-along With ra:
cial segregation and a devout belief in w~te suprema~-caus~ 
the Army to divert most African-Amencan draftees mto uruts 
tha,t loaded and unloaded ships, built roads and encampments, or 
performed other military laboI: . 

Members of-the labor battalions proved to be the least known 
.' of the unknown African-American soldiers. The authors, how

evet; have drawn upon the recOrds of the War Department ~d . 
other sources to' show how the Army used the draft to prOVide 
black laborers in the United States and in France. At one camp, 
labor troopS, supposedly undergoing military training, devotc:d 

just an hoUr.in the evening to basic. subjects like clos~-<?rder. drill 
after working all day on constructIon or housekeepmg pro,c:cts. 
At another camp the African Americans gathered firewood m a 
nearby national forest. . 

The authors further demonstrate that the treatment of black 
soldiers by the American Expeditionary rorces in France was it
self a tragedy. Although ail occasional white officer s?owed re
spect for his men, the 92d Di~ion suffered fr.()~. ~~er~t, at 
times contemptuous, leadership. Indeed, the diVISIon schief of 
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tion. Added to. the gruesomeness of the ·reburial'work and. the 
desolation of the. region, the, troopslJSsigned to Romagnehad 
only the most primitive housing, .totallyWithout, conveniences. 
Somehow, despite all the dreadfulness, these troops foun,d and 
reburied at least 23,006 bodies. 6 " , 

Military authorities and even some black· leaders tried to' rec
oncile the men of the pioneer infantry to their intolerable work 
by calling their assignment honored and their labor glorious~ A 
spokesman said: ' 

What ,a wonderful sight to see' those boys march up, the. hill
sides bearing the crosses to the resting-places of the sacred 
dead! Itreminclsus Qfci}at o~er sacredscen~inhistory when 
an African bore tp.el=ross ()fChriSf up thelittle green hillJar 
away. ,..', " " , 
, It was, a privilege for IIle to, shake the hallds of these. boys 

laden with the aroma of the dead~ I said tothem: "Boys, I am 
proud of you. You have done roC! most sacred task Of the war . 
What others refused to do, you have dorie willingly and beau
tifully. I promise 'you that when I go back home' I" will speak 
to' no audience that Ido . not teU', them of what you' have 
done .... " ,7 , " 

The. black troops would gladly haveexchange&their: work for 
some less Sacred job. They were not fooled. They knew they 
were ordered to do the dirtiest labor of the entire war;' and they 
knew this was because they were.black men. They were addi
tionallybitter because the tab<)Os attached, to their, work made 

, them more than ever objects of segregation, discrimination, ,and 
humiliation. White soldiers, for instance, told ,French civilians 
near the post that the 813th P~I. had been assigned to reburial 
work because all the men, were diseased. The, black troops ,at 
Romagne grew so bitter and ,restless that the X:MCA finally sent 
black women workers to. the area' hoping that they would:be 
able to improve the men's morale.$' ' 

The rewards for aU the 'blOod and sweat black troops left ~ 
France were few. They were not permitted to march in the 
great Allied victory parade in Paris, although' the parade in
cluded black troops of both England and France. And in the 
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huge war mural, LePatZth'eon de]a Guerre, ~n which were pictured 
those who had contributed to the final vtctory, black troopS of 
all the Allies were represented, excepting only black Ameri
cans~ 9 Yet these black' soldiers had given not only labor and 
blood to the French cause, but, compassion also. Moved by the 
plight of the many French children bere~ by war, black ser-, 
vicemen before they went home had contrtbuted 300,000 francs 
to the, war-orphans' fund. 10 This was a large a~ount of. money 
considering that black troops frequently had therr pay W1thhe~d, , 
for disciplinary reasons or for no reason at all. Pay for the enure 
92d Division for the month of January 1919 was held back as 
pucisbment.The commander of. the S.O.S. was authorized to 
hold up the pay of unitS sailing for home. The 371st Infantry 

, got no pay after October 1918; twO companies of the372d got 
none after November. The pay of the 369th Infantry was 
stopped at:'the end of May 1918 except for Company C, which 
unaccourttably received an extra month's pay,u Perhaps the 
height of pettiness in discrimination a~inst~lack tr~ps ?f the 
369th was, their exclusion from the speCIal holIday rattons Iss.ued 
to all other AQlericansoldierson Thanksgiving and Christmas. 
Unit'commanders in the, division who wished to supp1y any
thing special for the holidays were obliged to buy it ,With com-
pany funds.l~, ' "," '. ,. . .• ., 

At the heart of most of the 'post-ArmtSttce restrtctIOns put 
upon black soldier~ was the fear of their mingling· with French 
people,especially FrenCh women; M.P.'s were ruti?ess, on o~
&ts. When a member of the 369th at Brest had his head spht 
open by an M.P.'s club, his protesting commander, Major 
Uttle, was told bya captain of the security forces that M.P.'s 
bad heen told "our 'N'igger$' were feeling their oats a bit and 
that instructions had been given to 'take it out of them' quickly, 
just as soon as they arrived [at ports of embarKation} so as, not to 
have ,any. trouble'later on. n, 13 Little also learned that enlist~ 
M.P.'s had, ~n told they need not treat rpe black commtS
sioned, persQnnel of tlie.regiment as officers. Every blac~ unit 
felt: the tightening of the reins. The 806th P.I. was restricted to 
the main street of towri;eventhe Y hut .andthe post office were 
off-limits. Almost endless examples of this sort could be cited.14 

Another reason for restrictions on blackS, besides fear that 
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Since time immemorial the Negro has never received ,treatment or con
sideration equal to that received by the white man, and he never will, S() 

there is no need to expect it. Y 0\1 are unable to fight for yourself. You' have 
never been victorious" but as long as you do right and stay in yourpJace, 
I will tight for you. . ' ' . 

Col. James F. Bell, commander of the 806th Pioneer 
Infannr, to his men, 19 February1919. 

T!fE Annistice of 11 November 1918 ended the fighting, but 
It was many months before the troops were sent ;,home. 

After the cease-fire the 369th moved on through German terri
tory, establishing military government in the towns it occupied; 
at last, on 10 December, it left the Rhine region to rejoin the 
American army iII' France. There AEF instructors gave the 
369tha training program, which might at one time have been 
useful but which seemed superfluous to veterans of 191 days at 
the front. A musketry courSe had little appeal to men' fresh from 
nine months of shooting at live targets, and: "What made it par
ticularly galling was that this young officer had never beep in 
combat, and the men resented being lectured'. by a' desk 
jockey." 1 The reason for the training courses was not that they' 
were useful, but simply to keep·the black troops busy and out of 
trouble until they could be put aboard ship for home. 

The 371st also moved into Germany, along with French oc
cupation troops, but it was almost at once recalled to France. Its ' 
hurried recall was probably due in p~ to G~rman' propaganda, 
which, seeking to split the Allies over methods of occupation, 
aimed a blow at the, American wellk spot with stories of atroci';" 
ties committed by' black troops-.,..especially with a. film caH~ 
Bonte Noire ("Black Shame"), which showed faked scenes in 
which black soldiers were represented as bestial rapists. 
, West of the Moselle River, the 92d Division was assembled as 
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a unit for the first time in its history. Labor, hikes, drill, and 
short marches filled the days, leaving no time for idle hands or 
feet to get into mischief. Colonel Greer saw to it that even on 
Sundays "the men will not be permitted to wander aimlessly 
around the country, but efforts will be made to have games, 
,sports or other amusements." 2 Labor to, which the combat vet
erans were assigned . while they waited to go home included 
policing the camps ~d docks, doing construction work, serving 
as cooks and kitchen police, and coaling ships for their return to 
the States. It was during this waiting time that black soldiers 

, and units were given the French decorations which they had 
merited. 3 

Black laborers in uniform-the S.O.S.-<iid not have as easy 
a 'time as the combat soldiers after the Annistice. There re
mained a' massive amount of work to be done. Some was rela
tively light, such as feeding transients at St. Nazaire, or han
dling horses an4 mules at that port. But there were also heavy 
construction jobs, such as the huge Pershing Stadium near 
Paris, and the work of supplyil1g wood to fuel the cookstoves 
a11d heating stoves of the camps as the winter set in. "Equipment 
arid materials had to be salvaged from the battlefields, and an 
enormous .amount of barbed wire, put up over a period of years, 
had to be cleared away in the French woods and fields. 
Trenches had to be filled in. Demolition crews were sent to 
remove unexploded shells, _a dangerous job in which several men 
were injured. All the detritus of war had to be cleaned up in 
time for the French farmers to plant their fields again in the 
spring of 1919.5 ' 

It was all too 'literally true that those fields were fertilized 
with human blood; they contained the bodies and parts of bod-

'ies of many men killed in battle and buried where they fell. 
American cemeteries were to be constructed to hold the re
claimed American war dead. The largest of them was to' be at 
Romagne, and would be called the Argonne National Cemetery. 
Over 6,000 black soldiers-pioneer jnfantrymen of the 813th, 
815th, and 816th regiments-were sent to Romagne and detailed 
to Graves Registration for the worst job of all S.O.S. ass~gn
ments: collecting .all the l:>odies within a radius of fifty kilome
ters; Many of the bodies were in advanced stages of decomposi-
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soldiers at that base, and he added the corivincing detail that.one 
of them had been drugged before he mounted the gall~w~to 
keep him quiet.25 . 

From the superficiality of the Senate's investigation,aiid its 
decision on conflicting. and inconclusive evidence that Senator 
Watson's charges were without foundation, one is inclined to 
suspect that the investigation was either so weak an exercise as 

. to be pointJess, or that it was perhaps run off as a. convenient 
way to still· complaints and. whitewash the. army~ During .. the 
hearings, Senator Watson. was instructed to· summari2;e,. rather 
than read,. letters supporting hi$ allegations;. th~ lett¢rs would 
appear later in the printed report, ·he wast()ld--but they. did 
not. Furthermore, the summing up of the army's case, which 
aimed chiefly. at discrediting. the. testimony of hostile witnesses, 
was inserted at the beginning of the report ratherthan,chron<r 
logically, at the end; so in the record, hostile testimony had 
doubt cast on it before it was presented. .' '. . 

At no. time' during ~heir. servi~e was . there. a reLwtti~nof dis
crimination against black soldiers. The historian of the 3Ust In
fantryrecalls the waiting time at· Brest as a nightnlare of anxi
ety. Would the regiment sail on· schedule? Sailing priorities 
~uld be. ch~ged as punishment or at the whim of portauthori. 
tIes. Major LIttle of the 369th wrote that during the regiment's 
three weeks at Brest in January '1919; security officers found 
fault with the unit daily and threatened that it would be pUf at 
the bOttom of the embarkation list. Rumors circulated about 
troops whose sailing was canceled after they were actually lined 
~p on the docks; because of some. trivial infraction of' regula
tIons. And, considering their experience in the. army, black 
~oops had good reason to fear their departure might be delayed 
SImply. ~~ause they were black. In fact, sailing priorities· for the 
92d DIVISIon were canceled in January 1919, and the outfit was 
dropped farther down on the list. The 1st Battalion of the 367th 
Infantry was supposed to sail for home on the U.S.S. Virginia, 
and Company D was assigned to coal it; but when the coal was 
aboard, the black troops were told to get th~ir luggage off the 
vessel t>ec:ause.the. captain said no colored troops had ever trav
eled on his ship and none ever would. White soldiers took their 
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places. Th.e 808th p.r. had its orders revoked at the last minute 
and was kept on duty at Brest for two months. The 369th,al
though it had the outstanding band in the service, marched 
silently through Brest to the docks because Colonel Hayward 
feared that music might violate some obscure regulation and lose 
the regiment its sailing priority; the instruments were broken 
out at last, butonIy at the express request of the base's chiefof 

. staff.26 

The press commented on the scant attention paid most black 
troops on their return home. In large Northern cities they were 
welcomed with respect, if not enthusiasm, but in rural areas, 
especially. in the South, they more often met hostility. 

New York was outstanding for the tine treatment of its black 
veterans. The 369th returned to the city on 12 February 1919 
and held a victory parade up Fifth Avenue a few days later. The 
first New York soldiers to come home, Colonel Hayward's 
troops rqarched in the impressively solid French phalanx forma
tion. to the music .of Jim Europe'S band, which on its own 
brought out many spectators who hoped for some good jazz. But 
Europe played only French ~arches, and "on the part of the 
men, there was no prancing, no showing of teeth, no swank; 
they marched with a steady stride; and from under their bat
tered dn ha,tseyes that had looked straight.at death were kept to 
the frQnt." 27 After the parade, city officials entertained the 
troops with a dinner in the armory of the 71st New York Infan
try ,. It was the first and only time in its service that the whole 
regiment. was assembled under one roof.28 A month later the 
367th Infantry also paraded through the city and returned its 
regimental standard to the Union League Club, which had pre
sented it before the men went overseas. _ 

But things .were different in the South. There were reports of 
black soldiers stopped at Southern railroad stations and stripped 
of their unifonns. 29' In St. Joseph, Missouri, black soldiers re
fused to take part in. the victory parade because they were to 
form the tail of the march, behind even the civic organizations. 
In Washington, D.C, the outspoken Reverend Francis Grimke, 
ata reception for black soldiers, listed the humiliations they had 
suffered, adding: "That shameful record is going to be written 

; 
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they might have contact with Frerich women, was uneasiness. 
le~t they become infected with a foreign, radical' ideOlogy which 
mI~ht lead them to demand equality when they got home. The 
Umted States Department of Justice had been busy gathering 
data on. organizations and individuals suspected of disloyalty or 
subverston.15 On the last day of January 1919, secret instruc
tions were sent from AEF Headquarters to all American coun
terespionage agents and intelligence officers, warning 'them to 
watch for evidence that a secret radical organiZation existed 
among black officers: "Among the .alleged avowed purposes of 
the organization, is protection of negro interests, colleCtive com
batting of any white effort, especially in the South to reestab
lish white ascendency, the securing of equal intellec~al andeco
nomic opportunity for negroes and the maintenance of the social' 
equality between the races as established in France." 16 In addi
tion, intelligence officers of the 92d Division -were taking steps 
to uncover and counteract any "seditious- influences" that might 
be lurki~g.l: There was a flurry of excitement when it was 
learned, m January 1919, that the "radical" black leader DuBois 
was going to visit .the 92d Division. Maj; :F. P. Schoonmaker 
issued special instructions to all individual iritelligence officers: 

1. J\. man by na.n:e ofpuB.0~" with ,:isitor's pass, reported on -
his wa~ to.VISIt ~s DI~IsIon. HIS presence-at stations of 
any umt wIll be ImmedIately reported in secret enclosures 
to ~ssistant Chief of~taff, G-2 [Major Schoonmaker], of 
the~e headqua:ters. LIkewise prompt report will be made 
to ~-2 of all hIS moves anda,ctions while at stations of any 
umt. . . 

2. The fact of this inquiry as to DuBois and tis moves will not 
~. disclosed to any person outside the Intelligence Ser-
vIce. 18 _. 

I 

A. number of black soldiers arid, by mistake, a French colonial 
soldIer, were. kill~ .byM.P.'s. There were many rumors that 
others had dIed m dlegal executions. that were no better than 
~yn~gs: Sen. To~Watson of Georgia presented to a Senate 
mvestIgatmg committee the names of sixty..;rt.vo men, many of 
them black, who had been executed· without trial: by order of 
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military officials.19 The army denied almost all charges. The 
. former advocate general of the Expeditionary Forces insisted 
that American soldiers would not carry out execution orders 
''unless the v.ictim had committed some heinous offense justify
ing the punishment of death in the minds of the soldiers com
posing the firing squad, for American soldiers are too humane 
and too intelligent to be made the tools for the wanton murder 
of their comrades." 20 . The absurdities of this argument are 

. shockingly apparent. No firing squad was authorized to deter
mine whether or not .the offense charged had been committed, 
or committed by the vi~tim facing their guns; or whether the of
fense merited the death penalty. In ~e case of black soldiers, 
many a firing squad would have felt justified in shooting on the 
mere allegation that a black man had sat at a cafe table with a 
white woman. Finally, the advocate general's clinching absur
dity was that these illegal executions could not have occurred 
because there was no record of them.21 

When s.enator Watson produced a photograph of a hanging at 
Gievres, the advocate general had to admit that it had occurred, 
but he . insisted this was the only hanging that had taken place 
there; it had occurred in June 1919, he said.22 What was never 
explained or even questioned during the investigation was why, 
if the only execution at Gievres had taken place in the month of 
June, and if the photograph in evidence showed that hanging, all 
the soldiers in tb,e picture were wearing overcoats. 

There was, in fact, convincing testimony that other hangings 
had taken place, even if they were not in the records. The 
Graves Registration Service, staffed by white personnel, tes
tified that among the dead who had been reburied were men 
who bore the marks of h.anging.23 Sometimes the records 
showed executions that were denied by witnesses. Two army 
doctors said they knew of no hangings at the base where they 
were stationed from November 1918 to March 1919; the base 
was small enough, one of them said, that if anything of the sort 
had occurred they would have heard of it.24 But there is a 
record of a hanging at that base ona date in January 1919, when 
both doctors were stationed there; furthermore, an officer tes
tified that he had been in charge of the executions of two black 
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islation, jobs, benefits, or favors for their members. The 
Legion's national convention iIi 1919 set no n~tionwide stan
d:u-d~ for the ad~sion of blacks' but permitted each s~te orga
n;zatlOn t~ make ~tsown rules. State rules were generally exdu
sl~e or d~couragmg., As one black newspaper said, "For valor 
dlSplay~d ~ the recent war, it seeIIlS that the Negro's particular 
decoratIOn Istobe,~'double-cross.' .',' 36 

,": ........ : 

: .. 
" 

•• ~"' '<. 

1,0. Home? 

You niggers are w~ndering how you are going to be treated after the 
war. Well, I'll teli you, you are going to ,be treated exactly like you 
were before the war; this ~s a white man's country arid weexpecttorule 
it. ". " ' " ' . , 

" ,Re~arks of a white speaker to blacks in New Qrleans 
. f1918], quoted in Blanton, "Men in the Making," 

, , Southern Workman, p. 20. 

T" . 0. .MEET the "peril" of retunting colored veterans w, ho 
, '.might-have been infected with foreign ideas of liberty, 

eqpility" and fraternity, die Ku Klux Klan, which had been 
revived in 1915, now became Wi!ry visible. Klansmen paraded by 
night in the.ir Halloween outfits through the streets of Georgia 
and Alabama towns. Tp.e attorney general of Georgia allowed 
the Klan to incorporate' in that state, although, as one citizen 
pointed out, its sole purpose was subversive of, the Constitu
tion.1 Carter ,Woodson wrote: "To the reactionary the uniform 
ona Negro man was like a red flag thrown itl the face of a 
bull." 2<Demagogu~ played on,the old familiar theme of black 
"unb.rldled lust" to raise prurient, fears of what the returning 
. "French-wox:nen-ruined negro soldiers"' (Vardaman's phrase) 
would do to Southern womanhood.3 The Mississippi legislature 
enacted a law which made it a crime to print, publish, or circu
late matedll~ advocating, social equality or interracial marriage. 4 

Seligxnann acutely analyzed the focusing of attention on the 
black veteran: "The penalty for the social and political disabili
ties imposed upon the, Negro is that he is constantly in the 
minds of white. people." White co~tempt; he said, gave rise to 
white hostility; ultimately, the result was "the quick resort to the 
rope, the pistol, the torch. . .." 5 

There was; in fact, a gre;tt increase in violence against blacks 
in' 1919. Dis.charged, soldiers, still in, uniform, were beaten, and 
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up, and published; so that the whole world may read it, and 
learn how these black men, who went out from these shores to 
die at their country's call, were treated simply because of the 
color of their skin. . • ." 30 . -, 

Most of the black troops and officers were eager to be demobi
lized and to pick ~p their civilian lives again, but there were 
some who would have liked to remain in the nation's peacetime 
army. This was a matter of great concern to the· army brass. 
Colonel Greer, again writing to Senator McKellar, said: "Now 
that a reorganization of the army is in prospect, and as al~ 
officers of the temporary forces have been asked if they desire to 
remain in the r~lar army, I thinkI ought to bring a matter to 
your attention that is of vital importance not only from a mili
tary point of view but from that which all Southerners have. I 
r~fer to the qu:stion of negro officers and negro troops." 31 To 

. his sympathetlc correspondent, the senator from T enilessee, 
Greer c~uld bare the heart of the matter--the "point of view 
... which all Southerners have." It explains why, in this ac
count of injustices to black soldiers, there are so many references 
to Southern detractors. Greer expressed their _convictions. 

Greer went on to say that the92d Division had failed in all its 
missions because the officers and men were co~ards. 32 When a 
black lieutenant formerly with·the 92d, Osceola McKaine, com
plained to the War Department about the libelous charges in 
Greer's letter, the colonel admitted having written it but it was 
McKaine who came under attack. Could he prove' that Greer 
had ~tten the document? Could he prove that Greer was re
~pons~ble .for the publicity given his charges against the 92d? An 
mvestlganon as to the truth of these charges was suggested by 
the General Staff, but it does not seem to have been-made.33 So 
the story of the. "cowardly" black division.....a.note that Greer, 
who ~e~ only one battalion was involved, impugned the entire 
orgaruzanort-that story of the black division which· had failed 
because. of "cowardice," proceeded on its long. career, Unim
peded by facts, constantly growing by the accretion of racist 
myth and uninformed rumor. 

Although never officially. admitted, the policy 'of the postwar 
army was to exclude black officers as far as possible. Many 
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methods were used. In one case, when a black officer requested 
a· hearing to defend his request to retain his commission, an ex
amining board was extraordinarily frank: "The Board recom
mends that he be not examined. Reason: unqualified by reason 
of the qualities inherent in the Negro ~ace; an opinio~ of ~e 
Board, based on the testimony of five whlte officers servmg wlth . 
the 368th Infantry. Negroes ate deficient in moral fiber, render
ing them unfit as officers and leaders of ~en." 34. Majo: Elser's 
unquestionable crack-up and the confuslon or l1:efficlency. of 
other white officers of the 368th got a coat of whltewash With 
the other side of the brush that tarred the Negro race. 

In this particular case, the War Department overruled the ex
amining board, but such action did not speak for the army. 
Much more typical was the statement of Col. 1. C. Jenks: "If the 
time has come for Negroes and dagoes to be officers in the regu
lararmy, it is time for the white man to step out."Jenks refused 
to endorse the retention of Maj. Milton Dean, a black officer 
with twenty-two years' experience in the army, saying: "Major 
Dean is a very efficient o(ficer, but for reasons which I care not 
to state but which are well known, I cannot recommend 
him." 35 Since Dean wasn't a "dago," presumably the "well 
known"reason waS that he was black. 

Those black officers who were retained were again restricted 
to infantry and cavalry--the four Regular black regiments
although black officers had performed well in the artillery and 
engineers. Reenlistment of experienced black personnel was per
mitted only until the four black regiments reached full strength. 

But the Qverwhelming majority of black soldiers had had a 
bellyful of the army. They to?k their two-months' discharge 
bonuses. and made their way back into civilian life. One of the 
first things they learned was that $60, the enlisted man's. bonus, 
vanished quickly ~ Then quite soon they found that the Ameri
can Legion, newly formed to help veterans of the war, prac
tically barred blacks,. especially in the South ... In some Southern 
states the black vets were allowed to form their own segregated 
posts, but these were not permitted to send representatives to 
state or national conventions and their members were not eligi
ble for office above the local post level; which is to say, black 
posts would not share in the power of the Legion for getting leg-
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Black Doughboys 

Arrangements for drafting and deploying the 357,000 African Americans 
who served in the United States Army during World War I were only gradu
ally arrived at by the War Department in the summer of 1917.1 Although 
senior officers and bureaucrats made no suggestion that the long-standing 
policy of assigning the races to separate regiments be revised, they debated 
the actual function of black troops, where best to train them, and whether 
black officers should be entrusted with commanding them in battle. The 
formulation of a policy was accelerated and influenced by the Houston mu
tiny by members of the 24th Infantry. The day after the Houston riot, Acting 
Chief of Staff Tasker H. Bliss advocated a delayed draft for blacks, followed 
by minimal weapons-training as near to their homes as possible and rapid 
transportation to France for labor service in rear areas. He rejected other 
suggestions, including the concentration of black men in two southern 
camps, which he regarded as too dangerous, and the provision of ba
sic training for blacks in eight northern camps and weapons-training in 
France, which was deemed too complicated.2 Secretary of War Newton D. 
Baker agreed with Bliss, but he maintained in public statements that blacks 
and whites would be similarly trained and deployed-that they would be 
sent to all sixteen army training camps and that as many as possible would 
be used for combat.3 In the end, 80 percent of the black soldiers who 
reached France wound up in supply or labor regiments-unloading ships, 
building roads, and reburying the dead. Only two combat divisions were 
formed-the 92nd, consisting of drafted men, and the 93rd, created from 
a mixture of National Guard units and draftees. American lack of faith in 
black combat troops was demonstrated further when, before reaching full 
strength, the 93rd Division was placed under French command in partial 
fulfillment of Pershing's obligations to the Allies.4 

The Wilson administration was well aware of white southern anxiety 
at the prospect of large-scale black enlistment even before the Houston 
riot, having been warned by the chairman of the House Military Affairs 
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Committee about probable reactions to the president's call for "universal 
liability to service.,,5 Between 1906 and 1917, a number of bills had been 
introduced into Congress by southerners seeking to exclude blacks from 
the army, prompted initially by the brief riot in 1906 at Brownsville, Tex., 
involving members of the 25th Infantry, and later as part of a general cam
paign of denigration of the race. In the debate prior to the passage of the 
National Defense Act of 1916, Sen. James K. Vardaman of Mississippi, a 
progressive in many respects but also a radical racist, declared that "a negro 
may becorpe an obedient effective piece of machinery, but he is devoid of 
the initiative [sic] and therefore could not be relied upon in an emer
gency."fi Early in August 1917, a South Carolinian delegation consisting of 
Gov. Richard I. Manning, Sen. Ben Tillman, and Sen. Ellison Smith visited 
the War Department to protest against a proposal to train black Puerto 
Ricans in the Palmetto State. They claimed that "the Puerto Rican Negroes 
did not understand the Southern method of dealing with the race, and 
trouble may ensue.,,7 The Houston riot produced a further wave of com
plaints about the presence of African-American troops in the South. The 
Columbia (s. C) State called for all the training of black men to be restricted 
to the North: "Why risk the outbreak of unpleasantness in the South when 
it is not necessary and when the one great object is to raise, equip, and train 
an army with celerity?"s Even some liberal northerners agreed; the New Re

public, a New York weekly normally sympathetic to the equal rights cam
paign, claimed to understand the peculiar unease of the South at the ag
gregation of "large numbers of lusty young blacks accustomed to no other 
discipline than that of the plantation."g 

Few puJ:?lications objected for as long or as rabidly as K. Lamity 's Harpoon, 

a racist sheet published in San Antonio, Tex., which blustered for months 
about the "negro characteristic of running amuck when least expected," 
and denounced those who favored inclusion of blacks in the army as a 
"gabble of saphead white negrophiles and coon-chasers." Since black people 
lacked "that spirit of absolute obedience to their superiors, which is the first 
requisite of a first class soldier," the most useful contribution they could 
make in wartime was on southern farms. The Harpoon, with which Woodrow 
Wilson's friend Col. Edward House was associated, warned that the black 
man now expected the government "to enlist him, arm him, train him, and 
finally turn him out a first class hand at rioting, and shooting up civilian 
towns."10 In the event, most white southerners conceded the necessity of 
the black draft, not least because of the requirement under the Selective 
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Service Act of May 18, 1917, that each state provide fit men in proport~on 
to its total population. Any reluctance to draft blacks would mean c:llmg 

up more whites and this, observed the Montgomery Advertzser, would be most 

unjust.,,11 
In their analyses of the issue of black war service, government agents 

were as fond of incorporating racial stereotypes as any other commentato~s. 
In August 1917, a naval intelligence officer predicted outb.reaks of raClal 
violence should the draft apply only to white men, and advIsed. the Office 
of Naval Intelligence that blacks ought to be included, despite alleged 

physiological grounds for exempting them: 

A negroes [sic] feet are naturally flat, just as is his nose .... If large num
bers of white men are taken for military service and the bulk of the ne
groes are left behind, simply because their feet are flat, nothing but 
trouble and the most serious sort of trouble may be expected at some 
later time not only in this country [i.e., Florida] but a great many sections 
of the South. 12 

When the draft actually began, blacks found themselves not merely in
cluded, but more likely than whites to be immediately inducted. Of the 23.8 
million American men who registered for the draft in 1917-18, 2.3 million 
(9.6%) were black. In the first wave, draft boards examined just over one 
million blacks, of whom 557,000 (52.6%) were found to be of Class I 
status-liable to immediate call-up-whereas of the 9.5 million whites ex
amined, only 3.1 million (32.5%) were put in Class I. Moreover, while 36 
percent of the Class I blacks in the first draft were called into immediate 
service, this applied to only 24 percent of the Class I whites. It is clear that 
before the army admitted black troops by draft, many able-bodied whites 
had already volunteered, thereby contributing to their states' quotas, but 
racial discrimination was undoubtedly a factor that persuaded draft boards 
to grant disproportionately more exemptions or reduced status to white 
men than to blacks on the grounds that they had dependents or were physi
cally unfit. Some boards ingeniously justified designating southern black, 
men with dependents as Class I because army pay was equal to, or ex
ceeded, their normal monetary earnings, meaning that their dependents 
would be better off with the men in uniform. By the end of the war, five 
southern states, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, and South Caro
lina, had drafted more blacks than whites. 13 

African Americans also disproportionately evaded the draft. Over a hun-
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dred thousand eligible black men failed to register for the draft h' . . , or, aVIng 
regIstered, dId not report when called up. The delinquency and desertion 
rate of black registrants (9.81 %) was almost three times that of whites 
.(3.47%). States with significant black populations showed wide differences 
In the rate of evasion, perhaps reflecting the varying efficiency of local draft 
boards and the mobility of the black population. For instance, in Florida, 
where 39,013 blacks ~egistered for the draft, 8,319 (2l.32%) were reported 
as deserters, whereas m South Carolina, where 74,265 registered, only 4,589 
(6.18%) deserted.

14 
Any man failing to register or present himself for ex

amination invited arrest, since the War Department offered a fifty-dollar 
reward for each delinquent delivered to an army camp, the money being 
subsequently deducted from his pay. This scheme was far more commonly 
used against blacks than whites and was exploited by some southern sheriffs 
and draft boards, who deliberately withheld information from blacks so as 
to claim rewards. In Virginia, BI agents found evidence that for fraudu
lent reasons black railroad workers were being prevented from registering 
at the proper time. Something similar apparently happened near Camp 
Wheeler, in southern Georgia, which received 1,256 black delinquents and 
only 31 whites in a six-month period in 1918, implying that the number of 
blacks not complying with the draft in Georgia was forty times more than 
the number of whites, whereas in fact it was just twice as great. I!> 

During the second half of 1917, BI agents spent thousands of hours hunt
ing down men whose draft boards had declared them delinquent, always 
noting in reports to Washington when the subjects were black. In some 
parts of the South, notably Texas, black youths were rounded up on suspi
cion of having lied about their ages, and men who were obviously mentally 
or physically unfit were jailed before being considered for exemption. At 
Beaumont, Tex., a one-armed man was indicted for failing to register and 
told that his excuse-patent disability-was "not satisfactory." At Houston, 
a man with brain damage was forced to register in jail. Northern agents 
tended to be more tolerant-in Pittsburgh, for instance, a BI agent took no 
action against a black deserter who seemed "mentally unbalanced"-but 
there were also exceptions in the South. An elderly black man living near 
Alvin, N.C., who appeared genuinely culpable, having advised young men 
to hide during the draft and emerge as saboteurs once whites had departed 
for France, was merely reprimanded by a BI agent. 16 

As well as assisting in the detection and arrest of deserters, BI agents 
pursued those alleged to be encouraging black opposition to the draft. 
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Some agents were quick to sense conspiracy; others were less alarmist. At 
Cincinnati, agents suspected that an excursion for black workers on the 
first day of registration, June 5, 1917, was part of a plot to undermine the 
draft. When the grand master of the Masonic Lodge of Texas (Colored) 
announced that no dues would be collected from drafted Masons and no 
benefits paid to their dependents if they were killed in action, a BI agent 
reckoned this was "calculated to restrict enlistment in the army and navy." 
In northeastern Texas, unconfirmed reports in August and October de
scribed armed blacks preparing to resist the draft. The alleged ringleader, 
a preacher from Corsicana described by a BI agent as having "the face of 
the lowest type of criminal" and being "nothing more nor less than a brute," 
was violently arrested, jailed, and fined. At Newport, Ark., the Rev. J. H. 
Ellis was jailed for ninety-six days, charged with treason, and beaten up on 
his release in November 1917. The Rev. W. T. Sims suffered the worst fate 
of all, being lynched at York, S.C., in August 1917, allegedly for opposing 

the draft. 17 

Plainly, maladministration of the draft, illiteracy, and residential mobility 
accounted for much apparent delinquency, but the level of evasion in some 
counties makes it equally clear that many African Americans deliberately 
refused to cooperate. For instance, in March 1918, near Lexington, Miss., 
where the pacifist minister Charles Harrison Mason of the Church of God 
in Christ was influential, only 39 out of 123 black registrants reported for 
examination, four of whom later deserted. To fill the gap, the Holmes 
County draft board summoned 63 more black men, of whom only 31 re
ported; subsequent call-up notices to a further 43 men yielded just six more 
potential soldiers. Evasion on this scale suggests collective, if informal, op
position to the draft, rather than simply individual resistance. Conscious 
decisions were being taken either to support the war effort and comply 
with the draft, or to reject the call and avoid induction. IS In addition, a 
small number of black men claimed religious objector status, for which they 
were sometimes imprisoned. Ammon Hennacy, a white peace campaigner 
held in the Atlanta Penitentiary for distributing anti-war leaflets, recalled 
seeing among his fellow inmates "[t]wo Negro objectors from some Holi
ness sect in the Carolinas [who] would not mix with us. I sent some candy 
to them but they did not respond. We were not religious and I suppose we 

shocked them.,,19 
A black regular army officer, Lt. Osceola E. McKaine of the 367th Infan

try, conceded the reality of black reluctance to join the army, but attributed 
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it to the slogan with which the government was mobilizing for war: "To 
Make the World Safe for Democracy." According to McKaine, "In his mind 
[the black man] confuses the principles of democratic government with 
the Democratic Party, and his bellicose enthusiasm suffers in consequence 
of his confusion." James Weldon Johnson of the NAACP thought the aver
age black draftee's coolness toward military service was captured concisely 
in the overheard quip, "The Germans ain't done nothing to me, and if they 
have, I forgive 'em.,,20 

An indication of the War Department's refusal to acknowledge any con
nection between the duty of African Americans to serve in the army and 
their rights as citizens came in Gen. C. C. Ballou's order to black soldiers 
to avoid social contact with white people in the vicinity of Camp Funston, 
Kans. In March 1918, a medical sergeant of the 92nd Division (composed 
of the 365th, 366th, 367th and 368th Infantry Regiments) protested when 
refused admission to a theater in nearby Manhattan. A few days later, Ballou 
issued Bulletin No. 35, drafted by Col. Allen]. Greer, a white Georgian, 
reminding all officers and men that "no useful purpose is to be served by 
such acts as will cause the 'color question' to be raised." It was "not a ques
tion of legal rights, but a question of policy." To avoid conflict, the men 
should "refrain from going where their presence will be resented" and 
"place the general interest of the division above personal pride and grati
fication." The order was accompanied by a threat: "White men made the 
division, and they can break it just as easily if it becomes a troublemaker. ,,21 
Up to this point, Ballou, formerly commander of the black officers' training 
camp at Fort Des Moines, Iowa, had received favorable coverage in the black 
press, but Bulletin No. 35 discredited him and the rest of the army in the 
eyes of the African-American population. Walter Loving found it extremely 
damaging and reported that blacks now expected unrestrained racist be
havior from all white officers. The MIB collected several examples of black 
anger, induding a letter to the New York World by the Harlem Democrat boss, 
Ferdinand Q. Morton, predicting that the "almost treasonable" order would 
"do more harm than the work of 10,000 German propagandists." From his 
Brooklyn pulpit, the Rev. George Frazier Miller declared, "The poison gas 
disseminated in the truckling attitude enjoined in this bulletin is just as 
deadly an attack upon the morale of the division as that of the German 
bombs." The New York News demanded Ballou's dismissal-he could not 
"send brow-beaten civil outcasts and social pariahs against the German le
gions with a hope of success." In a similar vein, the Chicago Defender warned, 
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"Soldiers who go to do and die take heavy steps when their hearts feel the 
scorn and bear the contempt of their commander."22 

The publicity given to Bulletin No. 35 alarmed intelligence officers in 
other training camps. The MIB officer at Camp Sherman, Ohio, feared its 
effects on the morale of the 31 7th Engineers (Colored), given "the extreme 
emotional temperament of the African and that his primitive nature is 
easily excited to passionate partisanship, rendering it extremely difficult to 
handle any question that may arise involving the race issue." In particular, 
the threat to dissolve the 92nd Division had produced "the very thing that 
it was aimed to quell."2~ In his defense, Ballou asserted that the War De
partment regarded the black division as experimental and he was deter
mined that it should succeed. He had supported his men when their rights 
were invaded (indeed, he prosecuted the theater manager, who was fined 
ten dollars), but he would always "counsel avoidance of that invasion when 
there is nothing to be gained by it." He implied that his task was being made 
harder by sinister attempts to foment racial discord. "It was no mere coin
cidence," he told Emmett Scott, "that the East St. Louis atrocities occurred 
in a city filled largely with German sympathizers .... There is little doubt 
that the same influence egged on both blacks and whites at Houston.,,24 

The treatment of black troops was a matter of constant interest and de
bate among African Americans and their willingness to enlist was undoubt
edly hindered by apprehension at what the army had in store for them. It 
was repeatedly rumored in black communities across the United States that 
the War Department planned to use black units as shock troops to soak 
up the first waves of German attacks and draw the fire of enemy machine
gunners during Allied offensives.25 For example, in April 1918, leaflets were 
found in San Antonio warning black men that they were bound for the 
forward trenches, and from other areas of the country came further reports 
of this prediction's currency among black civilians, including servants in 
white households. These rumors were bolstered by claims that the govern
ment was concealing the true extent of black casualties in the spring and 
summer of 1918. The BI and the MIB assumed that these scares were· 
planted in the minds of African Americans by German spies, and both 
agencies made unsuccessful attempts to trace each story to an original sub
versive source. Officials seemed unable to grasp the alternative explana
tion: that members of a racial minority that enjoyed few civil rights and 
endured the most menial forms of labor, the most inadequate housing, 
the worst transport, the poorest health and educational provision, and the 
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least protection under the law had concluded, without outside prompting, 
that once in uniform they would probably, in the words of an old man in 
Georgetown, La., "be rushed 'across the pond' for 'cannon fodder.' ,,26 

The MIB received equally troubling reports that potential black soldiers 
were being advised to desert to the German army and that Germany was 
their true friend. In January 1918, Germans in Norfolk, Va., were said to 
have told black residents that there had been twenty thousand desertions 
after black troops had gone to France and that the men were now fighting 
in the German lines. In February, a Washington, D.G, BI agent reported 
that a drunken black soldier was overheard in a store telling civilians that 
blacks who had fled to the German lines were being treated much better 
than in the American army, and that men at Camp Lee, Va., had been 
approached by German spies. The BI agent believed this was more than 
"simply booze talk." Two days later, in a subtle variation, an informant in 
Washington reported to Capt. Harry Taylor of the Morale Section that two 
itinerant black ministers had been giving local congregations the ingenious 
advice that, "if they went to War, the Germans would never fire on them in 
battle, because the Germans love them so, and for that reason, while it is 
alright to be patriotic, if they enlisted they would be taking uniforms etc. 
that other people could use.,,27 

The overwhelming majority of black Americans were not disloyal to the 
United States during the war, but they harbored a basic distrust of the 
segregationist federal government-a fact that black leaders who cooper
ated with the Wilson administration were to discover as their personal 
popularity waned. By the spring of 1918, the cumulative effect of the East 
St. Louis riot, the swiftness of the Houston executions, the treatment of 
Charles Young, the insult contained in Bulletin No. 35, and the steady in
crease in lynchings during the war, all of which the government appeared 
either to condone or to ignore, contributed to the basic plausibility of grow
ing fears that black men were to be sacrificed in the war for democracy and 
that the race could expect to be given little credit afterward. 

When wild accounts surfaced, especially in New York and Washington, 
of ghastly African-American casualties, the domestic intelligence agencies 
acted quickly to counteract them. In March 1918, Raymond B. Fosdick, the 
New York Democrat who chaired the Commission on Training Camp Ac
tivities, informed Third Assistant Secretary of War Frederick P. Keppel, to 
whom racial matters were often referred, that residents of Harlem were 
"tremendously upset" by rumors not only that black soldiers were being 
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abused by white American officers, but also that the Germans had begun 
to torture black prisoners. The proof was said to lie concealed at Columbia 
Hospital, in the form of two hundred men with no eyes or arms, whose 
captors had returned them mutilated to the American lines, whence they 
had been quietly shipped home. Fosdick urged that swift action be taken 
to contradict these stories. Accounts of tortured prisoners would have been 
especially alarming in Harlem, since the only black combat regiment in 
France at this time was the 369th Infantry, which consisted largely of the 
15th Regiment of the New York National Guard, formed in Harlem in 1916. 
In March 1918, it had moved into the Argonne Sector with French regi

ments. 2R 

Keppel, commenting that the rumors were "evidently carefully distrib
uted," alerted Emmett Scott and MIB director Van Deman. Scott used the 
Committee on Public Information to issue denials to the New York press 
about discrimination in the army and the existence of black invalids at Co
lumbia Hospital, and gave assurances that black and white POWs were not 
treated differently. Van Deman alerted BI Chief Bielaski and Maj. Nicholas 
Biddle, the senior New York MIB officer, and ordered Walter Loving, who 
was already in Harlem, to "take whatever steps you think best to counteract 
this vicious propaganda."29 Loving's typically direct response was to orga
nize a hospital tour in mid-April for several influential Harlem residents, 
including James Anderson of the Amsterdam News, George W. Harris of the 
New York News, and real estate dealer John E. Nail. The Amsterdam News re
ported that they sawall parts of the hospital, except the contagious diseases 
wards, which "of course they were not over-anxious to visit," and inter
viewed the few black soldiers undergoing treatment, finding no evidence 
to support the rumors which had "drenched" Harlem for weeks. Loving 
then spoke to religious leaders on the importance of countering gossip.3o 
In June 1918, an American Protective League agent informed the BI that 
although the mutilation rumors were no longer believed, a possible source 
had been discovered by a Harlem police sergeant: the nightly open-air ora
tory of Marcus Garvey. Street meetings were still Garvey's most regular form 
of broadcast-he had yet to launch the Negro World and could not afford to 
hire halls. His habit of moving on whenever police officers edged close 
enough to hear him only heightened official distrust. 31 

In the summer of 1918, the mutilation scare reached Washington. Regu
lar informant Hallie E. Queen warned the MIB that a black officer's wife 
had been wrongly told by several people that he was undergoing treatment 
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for wounds at Walter Reed Hospital. Another rumor described the 1st Sepa
rate (Colored) Battalion of the D.C. National Guard, now part of the 
372nd Regiment, as having been "cut to pieces." InJune, the Baltimore Afro

American reported that the battalion's B Company had been "shot to pieces 
in a recent engagement on the French front," that its black commanding 
officer had been killed, and that forty severely wounded men were en route 
to hospitals in the United States. In fact, the 372nd, created in January 1918 
and sent to France in March, did not move into the front line until Septem
ber. It was true that the long-serving commanding officer of the 1st Sepa
rate Battalion, Col. James E. Walker, was dead, but he had succumbed to 
tuberculosis at Fort Bayard, N.Mex., after the regiment had sailed without 
him.32 

When a clumsy attempt at counterpropaganda by Queen only gave fur
ther credibility to the stories, Walter Loving intervened to place denials in 
the local black press. He and civilian agents then called on houses in black 
districts in Washington to repeat the message. Loving believed that black 
morale in the capital was not especially bad, but noted that government 
officials were disconcerted by an "air of independence" among black do
mestic staff, caused by a labor shortage. He recalled that black opinion in 
Washington had been successfully managed when the Houston rioters were 
executed six months before, and he could not imagine "a more trying time 
than that." He told the MIB director he was "confident that we have the 
situation well in hand, and that the government is needlessly alarmed."33 
Nevertheless, black fears were bolstered in July 1918 by press dispatches 
from Amsterdam which quoted the semi-official German news agency, 
the Wolff Bureau, on the subject of heavy American losses in France. At 
first glance, descriptions of disastrous advances by American and French 
Senegalese troops gave the impression that black Americans were among 
the dead: "Dense masses of blacks and Americans were hurled against the 
German lines. They paid for it in some hundred thousands of killed negroes 
and Americans." An intelligence officer at Camp Grant, Ill., urged the 
director of military intelligence to have such press reports suppressed, 
because any black soldiers reading them would believe they were now 
doomed. A member of the Savannah, Ga., draft board also warned the army 
in August 1918 that allowing blacks to read stories emanating from Ber
lin would cause draft evasion and mutiny. He was especially worried lest 
stories about black front-line casualties circulate among the five thousand 
black draftees about to assemble at the city's main railroad station.34 In 
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September 1918, further groundless stories about black casualties swept 
through Washington. In a renewal of what Queen called a "'whispering 
propaganda', which gains intensity with every fresh drive," the celebrated 
Washington-based composer and bandmaster Lt. James Reese Europe was 
said to be lying blinded in a New York hospital.~5 (In fact, Europe came 
through the war unscathed, only to be murdered a year later during a re
hearsal by one of his own musicians.) 

In August 1918, Los Angeles was rife with "wild rumors that colored 
regiments in France had been totally annihilated" and that local men 
were among the dead. In the absence of a properly staffed MIB office, BI 
agents had denials printed in the black press, under headlines such as 'Jesse 
Kimbrough Lives." When a black woman in the city received an uncon
firmed report that her son had been killed, a BI agent retraced the story 
through the conversations of six other women, to show how swiftly rumors 
could spread. Another resident had received a letter alleging that the mid
Atlantic sinking of a ship carrying black troops to France had been covered 
up. (In fact a ship carrying part of the 369th Infantry did suffer a collision, 
a breakdown, and a fire, but it eventually reached France.) In common with 
other federal bodies, the Justice Department regarded such tales as "very 
much in the form of German propaganda."36 

Despite their efforts, the intelligence agencies failed to demonstrate any 
connection between these alarming accounts of the sufferings of black sol
diers and the subversive efforts of German agents or sympathizers. The 
latter may well have spread lies designed to alarm particular groups, but it 
is equally likely that the rumors which agents encountered sprang from 
daily discussion among the friends and relatives of servicemen of worrying 
events about which there was little reliable new information. Black Ameri
cans were generally much less interested in the wider war aims of the 
United States than they were in the welfare and valor of their own soldiers, 
many of whom served in regiments with strong connections to particular 
localities, and entire communities could be affected by tragic news from 
the front. Black civilians also took a close interest in how soldiers were being 
treated in training camps, from which there was a constant stream of re
ports of ill-treatment and racial friction. 

The War Department clearly regarded the camps to which black draftees 
were assigned as riot zones waiting to explode. The Brownsville riot was 
still a vivid memory and the Houston shootings had raised the possibility 
that the army might have to deal with recurrent racial conflict during the 
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war. Moreover, the mutineers at Brownsville and Houston had belonged to 

regular regiments with fine records. If normally disciplined troops could 
be provoked into attacking southern white communities, how much more 
dangerous, the army asked, would it be to induct, train, and arm thousands 
of increasingly race-conscious young black male civilians, particularly in 
camps which also housed white recruits? One of the army's conclusions 
following the Houston riot was that "the tendency of the Negro soldier, with 
fire arms in his possession, unless he is properly handled by officers who 
know the race, is to become arrogant, overbearing, abusive and a menace 
to the community in which he happens to be stationed. ,,~7 Misgivings of 
this kind also troubled the District of Columbia provost marshal. "Owing 
to the unsettled condition of the country at large, and of Washington in 
particular, especially in connection with the negro question," he recom
mended that the 1st Separate Battalion of the D.C. National Guard, which 
had hitherto been guarding the White House and other federal buildings, 
"be ordered elsewhere" and replaced by white regulars.:lH 

In the event, no repetition of the Houston riot occurred, but more than 
once serious disorder was only narrowly averted, and the fear of enemy 
involvement was constant. According to Hallie Queen, "Teutonic plotters" 
were at work around the camps, agitating among black soldiers-the "same 
insidious propaganda" that produced the black casualty rumors. She real
ized life was unpleasant for black soldiers, but the "propaganda system" was 
making men resent what they might otherwise have "understood and en
dured."~9 In October 1917, the MIB investigated the possibility that enemy 
agitation lay behind an affray near Camp Meade, Md., before deciding that 
it was merely a brief skirmish between black soldiers and local whites, who 
were '''not particularly strong for the negro race."40 A more serious lapse 
occurred a few days later in South Carolina, involving men of the 15th New 
York National Guard, to whom local Jim Crow laws were anathema. When 
a rumor spread that two soldiers from Camp Wadsworth had been lynched, 
a column of forty men marched on nearby Spartanburg, only halting when 
their commanding officer intervened. On the advice of Emmett Scott, the 
regiment was sent north to Camp Mills, on Long Island. 41 In November 
1917, the 9th Battalion of the Ohio National Guard was also moved from 
Camp Sheridan, Ala., after several men set off to rescue a soldier they be
lieved was about to be lynched for brushing against a white woman on a 
street car in Montgomery. They were stopped by military police.42 In De
cember, the MIB director warned the chief of staff that men of the 24th 
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Infantry, now stationed at Camp Furlong, N.Mex., had said that if the Hous
ton mutineers were convicted by court-martial, they would wreck nearby 
Columbus, seize machine guns, and join Pancho Villa in Mexico. This was 
no mean threat, since Villa had raided the town in 1916.43 In fact, no 
trouble occurred when the "Guilty" verdicts were announced. 

Perhaps the nearest thing to a repetition of Houston happened at New
port News, Va., in September 1918, when two black soldiers from Camp 
Alexander were charged with theft, resisting arrest-during which one 
soldier had a police club broken over his head-and incitement to riot. 
Around one hundred black army and naval personnel converged on the 
police station, believing the men were badly injured. When stones were 
thrown, police fired into the crowd, wounding at least seven. The rioters, 
who fired no shots, were dispersed by police reserves and the provost 
guard. 44 

The most serious and bloody clashes were the several that took place 
between black and white soldiers inside the training camps. These were 
usually investigated by officers of the MIB's Morale Section, which in Oc
tober 1918 became the separate Morale Branch. The Morale Section gradu
ally became convinced that blacks were deliberately seeking confronta
tions, and that this, rather than race prejudice, which military intelligence 
officers tended to either share or excuse, was the main cause of conflict. 
The first camp riot was at Camp Mills, N.Y, in October 1917, when men of 
the 15th New York fought the 167th Alabama Infantry. Officers of both 
regiments played down the affair, the southerners allowing that their men 
might have engaged in "a little kidding," but claiming that they respected 
the uniform, regardless of the wearer. The 15th New York were moved 
again, to Camp Merritt, NJ., where the horror of southern white officers 
at the prospect of sharing their barracks with black officers almost caused 
another riot. The intelligence officer at the Hoboken embarkation port, 
Maj. L. B. Dunham, a Massachusetts-born lawyer and former deputy police 
commissioner of New York City, thought the 15th was "a pretty poor outfit" 
when it sailed as part of the 369th Infantry in December 1917, but added 
that no black officer should have been "subjected to insult and humilia
tion.,,40 Trouble broke out next at a stevedore camp attached to Camp Hill, 
Va., in March 1918. Following an alleged insult, a white store clerk struck 
a black soldier, who returned with two hundred comrades who stoned the 
store until white guards arrived and ordered them to halt. When the black 
men scattered, the guards fired, killing two men and seriously wounding a 
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third. The dead men's commanding officer thought the shooting unneces
sary and was critical of the guard commander. A BI agent from Newport 
News failed to discover any evidence of outside agitation, but he eased the 
tension by arresting the store clerk for draft evasion. 46 

In August 1918, the Morale Section investigated reports that two black 
sentries had been killed by white soldiers at Camp Meade. In fact, no one 
had been killed, but a riot had occurred, involving black draftees and white 
regulars of the 17th Infantry, a largely southern regiment, and at least 
one white soldier had been sentenced to three years' hard labor as a result. 
The camp intelligence officer found that the 17th were "a hard lot," with 
"little respect for anyone," but that no "serious undercurrent of race preju
dice" existed. 47 Race clearly did playa part, however, in the August 1918 
riot at Camp Merritt, which began in one of the few unsegregated YMCA 
huts. Five blacks from Kentucky writing letters in the hut were beaten and 
ejected by whites of the 155th Infantry from Mississippi. A white guard de
tachment, sent to stop the trouble spreading, shot up the black barracks, 
killing one man and wounding three others. As a result, blacks were con
fined to barracks. The Hoboken intelligence officer tried to investigate, but 
found the situation "extremely touchy." He condemned the carping of "pro
fessional Southerners," whom his father, a South Carolinian, had told him 
were mostly low-class whites: "they do not hold the kindly, though, perhaps, 
feudalistic sentiments toward the negroes that is found among most of the 
former slave-owners." He attributed racial violence to increasing black
white economic competition, although he realized that the MIB might find 
this explanation "somewhat fantastic." The Morale Section's new race spe
cialist, Capt. James E. Cutler, replied that, on the contrary, it was worth 
considering. In the end, the only detailed account of the riot was sent by 
a YMCA secretary to Emmett Scott.48 The official inquiry into the Camp 
Merritt shootings was a whitewash. When Walter Loving visited the camp 
in November, the only guard so far tried on a charge of firing without or
ders had been acquitted. In January 1919, the Hoboken intelligence officer 
reported that so little evidence was gathered that all thirteen guards were 
acquitted and charges against their corporal were dropped.49 The last seri
ous camp riot was at Camp Lee, Va., in October 1918. Two blacks and one 
white were shot, while several others suffered lesser injuries, and at one 
point it seemed the civilian population around Petersburg might become 
involved.oo 

The conditions blacks faced in training camps, especially those housing 
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labor battalions, were indeed rotten. They got the worst sanitation, medical 
attention, clothing, shelter, and food, and were 19 percent more likely to 
fall ill than white soldiers. The southern camps were the hardest, especially 
Camp Gordon, Ga., to which only southern blacks were sent. As a result, 
many men were found to be unfit when they were due to sail to France. 
White sergeants in these camps were selected for their experience in han
dling black labor, and white officers made no attempt to hide their disap
pointment at having to train blacks.51 Few, however, went as far as Capt. 
Eugene C. Rowan of Mississippi, who was arrested for refusing to draw up 
his white soldiers for inspection alongside blacks at Camp Pike, Ark. He 
complained to Sen. James K. Vardaman, "This will kill enthusiasm for 
the war." Vardaman appealed to Newton D. Baker on Rowan's behalf: 
"Race prejudice, such as is manifest in the instant case, is that hereditary 
sense of prejudice which seeks to preserve the purity and integrity of the 
white race in America. Without it, America would have had a mongrel 
population instead of the viril [sic], vigorous white race which we have to
day." Rowan escaped punishment, but was discharged.52 

When blacks disobeyed orders, in contrast, they were punished severely. 
In July 1918, B company of the 328th Labor Battalion downed tools after 
cutting wood for several days without rations in the Pisgah National Forest 
in North Carolina. Two white officers, with one gun and eighteen bullets, 
faced three hundred disgruntled draftees. Excuses were later made for the 
officers' incompetence, and the Camp Jackson, S.c., intelligence officer 
claimed that the trouble had been brewing for weeks and that the black 
NCOs were ineffectual. At the subsequent court-martial, the testimony of 
the black men was dismissed as "a mass of lies:' and three soldiers were 
sentenced to death for mutiny, later commuted to ten years in prison. 53 

Walter Loving found many black draftees deeply dismayed by the reali
zation that they were simply uniformed laborers. He blamed unrest at sev
eral training camps on War Department suggestions in November 1917 that 
blacks would be rushed to France to dig trenches. Loving told Van Deman, 
"Whether or not it is the intention of the government to send these troops 
post haste to dig trenches, it is certainly unwise to release this information 
to the Associated Press for publication.'64 In December 1917, a BI agent in 
Pittsburgh reported that a black minister visiting Camp Lee had found 
men in labor regiments angry at being given overalls instead of uniforms, 
and clubs instead of rifles. Loving visited the camp a few days later and 
confirmed the ill feeling, reporting that when asked to name his regiment, 
a man told him, "Well, day says we'se trench diggers.,,55 

i ", 
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White Americans, meanwhile, were treated to newspaper and magazine 
articles with titles such as "Mobilizing Rastus" and "Bush Germans Better 
Watch That 'Chocolate Front''' which portrayed simple, loyal black soldiers 
submitting cheerfully to military discipline and looking forward to ac
tion. Journalists and newsreel cameramen were invited to inspect the best
equipped and most harmonious camps, such as Camp Upton, N.Y, de
scribed as "a camp where real Americanism is not a hollow mockery and 
where racial amity and good will reign."56 The MIB was well aware, however, 
that such an atmosphere might change rapidly if the men felt they were 
being unfairly treated. When rumors circulated among the 367th Infantry 
at Camp Upton that all pay would stop once they reached France, the MIB 
director advised the camp intelligence officer that "too much effort cannot 
be expended" in correcting this falsehood. Attempts were made, without 
success, to trace the source of the story in New York City:57 What the MIB 
feared most was a mass demonstration of the kind of bitterness to which 
Pvt. Sidney Wilson of the 368th Infantry gave vent in correspondence from 
Camp Meade in the spring of 1918. Wilson, who was aged twenty-two and 
from the Binghamton district of Memphis, sent an unsigned letter to the 
Washington correspondent of the Memphis Commercial Appeal: 

Dear Sir, 

I am glad to have the opotunity of writting to you just to exspress my 
throught. I will say to you speakin in regards of the niggers from Mem
phis, we is enjoying the soldier life fine, so I am fosted to say that you is 
a line Mother Fucker, an dont think the boys from Memphis is the onlyest 
one said that. We is goin to straiten up this country, just as soon as we get 
some amonation. We have our guns all ready. 

Read it with care. 

We wont to let you know that you white son of bitches can fose us to 
come to war, but if we get what we want we aint goin to war. We have 
dicided to ourselves that we would do what little fighting we is goin to do 
in this country an not France. You all can put guns in the nigroes hands, 
but you all will be sorry after it is done we think. We have not forgot how 
you all treated us, so if you all does arm us-look out, because that all we 
want, and we bet when we gets through with you all, you wont be quite 
so anshous to draft the nigroes in any more, because that show is a ly. Say 
white man, dont you think we want to see our peoples as well as iny boty 
else? Some of your coular can see they people ever week. If you son bithes 
dont let the nigros go to see thay peoples, we will settle the det with you 
white folks when we get armed. We would rather a dog to wait on us that 
these docters at this horsepitle. 
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So you all wills as you all pledges. We will be dam if you all dont regret 
you ever seen a nigro soldier. We have been wanting to get guns in our 
hands for a long time-ever since you lynched that niger at Binghamton 

-an we is about to get them at last.
5R 

The lynching to which Wilson referred was the burning of Ell Persons 
at Memphis in May 1917. The letter was passed to MIB, where it was thought 
at first to be "the work of an enemy agent or someone who for political 
reasons objects to the arming of colored troops," and then mistakenly for
warded to Camp Dix, NJ. The white commanding officer of the only black 
unit at Camp Dix, the 350th Field Artillery, who claimed particular famili
arity with black people, asserted that it was written by a white man, since it 
was "a very poor imitation in dialect as well as manner of expression.,,59 

A few weeks later, Wilson wrote to the chairman and examining physi
cian of his draft board in Shelby County, Tenn., signing the letter "Captin 
G H Hill, Company Commander, 368th Infantry, Camp Mead." 

Dear Sir, 
It afoads to the soldiers boys wich you have sint so far away from home 

a great deal of pledger to write you a few lines to let you know that you 
low-down Mother Fuckers can put a gun in our hands, but who is able to 
take it out? We may go to France but I want to let you know that it will 
not be over with untill we straiten up this state. We feel like we have 
nothing to do with this war, so if you all thinks it, just wait until Uncle 
Sam puts a gun in the niggers hands and you will be sorry of it, because 
we is show goin to come back and fight and whip out the United States, 
because we have colored luetinan up here andthay is planing against this 
country everday. So all we wants now is the amanation, then you all can 

look out, for we is coming.5o 

This letter was handed to the Justice Department, which forwarded it to 
military intelligence. There was no Captain Hill in the 368th Infantry, but 
the Morale Section suggested to the Camp Meade intelligence officer that 
"a little energy and ingenuity will result in the apprehension of the guilty 
man, and that the matter is well worth the effort." The four men from 
Binghamton in the camp were put in the same platoon for field message 
training which included writing down distinctively spelled words from the 
letters, and Wilson was quickly picked out. He denied writing the letters, 
but, on the additional evidence of a handwriting expert, was convicted by 
court-martial of obstructing the draft, disgracing the army, and prejudicing 
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good order and discipline. He was sentenced to ten years hard labor, dis
honorably discharged, and lost all pay due. 51 

Throughout the summer and fall of 1918, the MIB received reports that 
black draftees were unhappy at a total of twenty training camps in the U .S.62 
These complaints were usually addressed to Emmett Scott, who passed them 
to the MIB to be read by Cutler. Further evidence was provided by Walter 
Loving, who visited eleven camps in September and October, and Charles H. 
Williams, a black field worker for the Committee on the Welfare of the 
Negro Troops, who visited all twenty camps.63 The committee, an offshoot 
of the General Wartime Commission of the Federal Council of Churches, 
concluded on the basis of Williams's reports that the conditions endured 
by black troops made it "more difficult to sustain among the colored people 
as a whole an adequate recognition of our democratic ideals in the war and 
the largest devotion to our cause."li4 Cutler presented his own assessment 
of the black attitude toward military service in a special bulletin, "The Ne
gro Problem in the Army," which he distributed to camp intelligence offi
cers in October 1918. It was notbased on personal experience-Cutler ap
pears to have operated solely from within the capital; rather, it was a series 
of facile assumptions. For all his scholarly reputation in the field of race 
relations, which rested on a now-outdated book on lynching, he was either 
unwilling or unable to do more than juxtapose several commonly held 
prejudices about blacks with some tired observations about army life. He 
admitted that blacks were relatively badly provided for in the army, that 
their promotion prospects were poor, and that their commanders were 
often inadequate. His chief point was that since the black man lacked the 
self-discipline of the white man, the experience of army life was inevitably 
a greater shock to him. His "habitual easy-going docility may prove either 
an asset or a liability according to how he is handled. Army life puts more 
snap and ginger into him than he ever dreamt of." Until he joined up, the 
black man was "seldom so accustomed to personal cleanliness or general 
sanitation. The mere requirement of having to take a bath may seem an 
intolerable burden." The history of blacks in the U.S. Army, he claimed, 
was one of 

splendid soldiers on the fighting line and poor soldiers in the barracks. 
... The very instinct to dramatize a situation which makes him usually 
salute with more flourish and gusto than a white soldier, will stimulate 
him to remarkable bravery on the fighting line or will put him completely 
at odds in camp over a fancied or real grievance. 
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Since "the act of writing letters, ifhe can write at all, is a mental and physical 
strain" and because he indulged in "extraordinarily little reading of news
papers," the black soldier was gullible, isolated, and susceptible to the ap
proaches of enemy agents. Cutler's conclusion was that segregation was 
right, but that "colored troops should have every possible chance, within 
their domain, that white troops have in theirs. In a word, Separation but 

Equal Opportunity.,,65 
In a further note to camp intelligence officers, Cutler raised the issue of 

black soldiers' sexual behavior. After wondering how much of a problem 
there was with prostitution, the corruption of young black women near 
camps, and the regulation of female visitors to the soldiers, he seemed to 
speculate about the possibility of allowing supervised prostitution: "Would 
selected young colored women, acting under police authority as 'welfare 
workers', near large camps, be able to bring about any considerable im
provement in conditions?,,66 

As part of its attempt to keep African-American troops in political quar
antine, the MIB kept a close watch on the one group of black civilians 
regularly present in the camps-the secretaries of the Young Men's Chris
tian Association. From May 1918, the Colored Branch of the YMCA was 
monitored at the urging of William Gilman Low, the seventy-four-year-old 
Brooklyn lawyer who ran the YMCA's own Intelligence Division (YMCAID). 
Although Low's doubts about the Colored Branch were not shared by other 
senior YMCA officials, his reports meshed with the general MIB view that 
educated blacks, including social workers, were more committed to the 
campaign for equal rights than to the war. However, the MIB and the new 
Morale Branch of the General Staff were also alert tQ..the political implica
tions of harassing civilians on the basis of hearsay and were reluctant to act 

without firm evidence. 
When it was announced that the draft would apply to all men between 

the ages of twenty-one and thirty-one, the War Work Council of the YMCA 
had resolved that "the same thing done for white soldiers will be done for 
colored soldiers.,,67 In the event, almost all huts were segregated and the 
allocation of resources was unequal. In the United States, around three 
hundred black YMCA secretaries worked in training camps, but they were 
hampered by paltry facilities, and in some camps black soldiers were hardly 
provided for at all. For a time, white soldiers at Camp Greene, N.C., had 
five "Y" buildings, while the ten thousand blacks had none.68 Provision was 
especially unequal in France, where only 87 of the 7,850 "Y" workers who 
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served were black and the number never exceeded 75 at anyone time. Of 
the 1,350 American women in the YMCA with the American Expeditionary 
Forces (AEF), nineteen were black, but only three arrived in Europe before 
the Armistice. 69 

Many soldiers were thus cut off from civilian black life-something 
which both the MIB and the YMCAID were keen to perpetuate. When 
Camp Devens, Mass., received twenty-five hundred black soldiers in April 
1918, and was awaiting three thousand more, the camp YMCAID agent 
feared they might be tainted by equal rights agitation from nearby Boston.7o 

A civilian MIB agent, who may have been black, drew up a list oflocal black 
groups and journals, and "the colored leaders, both sincere and mercinary 
[sic], and the self-appointed white champions who make it a part of their 
concern to solve the race problem." Significantly, this agent thought that 
local equal rights activism would do less lasting damage to military morale 
than Ballou's Bulletin No. 35. 71 The MIB rejected a YMCAID suggestion 
that black visitors to Camp Devens be made to report to the white YMCA 
office, since the same thing would have to be asked of white visitors.72 Low 
nevertheless removed a black secretary, Robert B. De Frantz, a member of 
the War Work Council and an assistant to Dr. Jesse E. Moorland, interna
tional secretary of the Colored Men's Branch. Low accused De Frantz of 

an attempt to stir up race feelings in Camp Devens .... He tried to get 
us to put a colored Building Secretary over white assistants and threat
ened us if we did not do it to make a 'stink to heaven' with Melville [sic] 
Trotter and other Equal Rights white agitators in Boston. We called the 
bluff in this case but he could easily make trouble. 73 

The camp MIB officer agreed that De Frantz was "not the right type of man 
to use" but any further investigation ended when the black troops departed 
and De Frantz was recalled to Washington.74 

The YMCAID also pursued the Crisis, after the May 1918 issue reprinted 
an article from the Baltimore Afro-American by William Pickens, dean of Mor
gan College, on racial discrimination at Camp Lee, especially in YMCA 
facilities. Pickens found that forty thousand whites shared eleven "Y" build
ings, while seven thousand blacks had one. Calling for an investigation of 
the Crisis, the YMCAID agent at Camp Lee reported that "some of this 
stuff may be the natural expression of the black man in his present situa
tion," but "never has it come out so openly in its appeal to race prejudice 
as in this current issue." The black "Y" secretaries were said to have "fallen 
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for its insidious influence.,,7:; The MIB's initial response was to try to ban 
the magazine from training camps, but after Walter Loving questioned 
"such drastic measures," especially in view of the recent MIB posting of the 
NAACP chairman, Joel Spingarn, the order was rescinded.

76 

Low persisted, however, announcing in June that through contact with 
"all its agents throughout the country with reference to negro agitation in 
and about the camps," the YMCAID had evidence that "systematic at
tempts may have been made to lay the foundations of future trouble." The 
Morale Section agreed that the "negro question" was a "tremendous prob
lem," but tried to dissuade him. In an apparent reference to the intentions 
of Joel Spingarn, Low was advised that the MIB would soon have an "entire 
section devoted to nothing else." Undeterred, Low continued to compile 
examples of "colored agitation," maintaining that De Frantz's influence on 
other black secretaries made them all "rather cocky" and condemning an
other black secretary's "very poor judgement.,,77 When he visited Emmett 
Scott to discuss these matters, intelligence officers were appalled at the pros
pect that the work of the YMCAID might become public knowledge. The 
MIB was always sensitive to anything that might lead to criticism of the 
Wilson administration for racial discrimination; it also maintained a basic 
mistrust of all prominent blacks-organizers, editors, educators, and gov
ernment officials alike-believing that their paramount loyalties were to 
their race. Although Emmett Scott was identified with Tuskegee-ite conser
vatism, he plainly had his own agenda within the War Department. Rather 
than let Scott discover the extent of YMCAID and MIB surveillance and 
harassment of black YMCA staff, the MIB told Low, "We will be very glad 
indeed to receive any reports you are in a position to.send us, and we trust 
that your conversation with Mr. Scott will not cause you to direct reports 
elsewhere at the expense of [military intelligence]." He was reminded that 
Emmett Scott was "not in any way connected" with the MIB.7R 

InJuly 1918, the MIB and the YMCAID collaborated in the surveillance 
of Kelly Miller of Howard University. A speech given by Miller to the 10th 
Cavalry at Fort Huachuca, Ariz., was denounced as "ill-advised and un
timely" by the camp intelligence officer. He claimed that Miller, on a tour 
sponsored by the YMCA's Colored Men's Branch, had urged the men to 
be loyal to the United States because of the political gains they might re
ceive at the end of the war, rather than out of patriotism. Fortunately, the 

officer thought, few understood the speech, because 
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Miller used la~ge words and talked rather rapidly .... Had this address 
been delivered to an audience intellectually able to grasp its true signifi
cance, I am of the opinion that great injustice would have been done the 
colored race for it would have fomented discord and loosened discipline. 79 

Low supplied the MIB with a list of all Miller's future YMCA engagements 
and the Texas branches promised to provide "dates, programs, character 
of speech, financial supply, etc." of events involving him. In August, the 
Howard University YMCAID agent reported that Miller had no plans for 
further speeches to the troops.80 

In mid-August, Low made further sweeping allegations about "racial dis
turbance" caused by Robert De Frantz and another secretary, Gerard M. 
Lew, at Camps Devens, Lee, Dix, and Greene. Low was dissatisfied with Jesse 
Moorland's suggestion that "De Frantz and Lew should be told to use 
greater care in the future, to avoid giving offense." The MIB ordered camp 
intelligence officers to secure evidence on which De Frantz and Lew could 
be dismissed, advising "extreme caution ... because of the influence which 
these men had in the activities of the YMCA among colored people." The 
Camp Devens officer expressed concern about "negro subversion," but re
ported nothing new, except the arrival of a new "Y" secretary, "a mulatto of 
unusual mentality, and thoroughly loyal." The Camp Lee officer reported 
that Lew's work had been good, but that "his remarks were such as to cause 
ill-feeling between white and colored." The Camp Dix officer could add 
nothing, and his counterpart at Camp Greene, where Lew had been as
signed on August 1, apparently did not reply. By the end of the summer of 
1918, therefore, when most black regiments had sailed for France, the MIB 
had failed to substantiate Low's claim that the outspokenness of black 
YMCA secretaries in the training camps represented disloyal agitation. At
tention was switched, therefore, to the activities of "Y" workers with the 
AEF.81 

In April 1919, Moorland could boast that "not a single colored secretary 
has been returned from overseas on account of inefficiency."82 However, 
one woman worker, Helen Noble Curtis, only narrowly escaped repatriation 
in November 1918, for fostering, in the words of army intelligence, "notions 
of complete social recognition, and other objectionable matter calculated 
to make trouble."s3 Her case demonstrated the hostility of the YMCA to
ward black control of black facilities and the wariness of the U.S. Army 
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about allowing educated black civilians close contact with the troops. The 
Paris headquarters of the YMCA in France had asked for six black women 
workers early in 1918, a request endorsed in Washington ~y Emmett .S.cott. 
Three women were sent, the first of whom, Curtis, was to Impress mIlItary 
intelligence as a possible "instrument of German propag~nda." Described 
as "African" on her intelligence record, but in fact born In New Orleans, 
she was the widow of James L. Curtis, a New York lawyer and active Dem.o
crat who had campaigned for Wilson in 1912. He had been rewarded In 

1915 with a post traditionally reserved for a black political appointee, that 
of U.S. minister and consul to Liberia-where he died in October 1917. 
On arriving in France, Helen Curtis worked in YMCA huts in su~ply sectors 
and rear areas.s; She was joined by Kathryn M. Johnson of ChICago, later 
associate editor of the Half Century Magazine, and Addie W. Hunton, a 
schoolteacher from Norfolk, Va., whose Canadian-born husband, the late 
William A. Hunton, was the first non-white secretary of the International 
Committee of the YMCA. so In their later account of "Y" work in France, 
Johnson and Hunton were scathing about the army's attitude toward black 
troops. During the war, however, only Curtis spoke out. . . 

Black observers who visited the troops in the months after the ArmIstice 
praised the three women, especially Curtis, and found cordial relations ~e
tween black and white YMCA staff.s6 However, in October 1918 semor 
officers in the AEF, the MIB, and the YMCAID were convinced that any 
good she was doing in organizing entertainments and outings for men on 
furlough was being undone by the damage she was doing to .their. morale 
by filling them with ideas of "social equality." The YMCA claSSIfied ItS black 
workers as disciples either of Booker T. Washington, "the better type for 
overseas work," or ofW. E. B. Du Bois, "the disturbing faction," and Helen 
Curtis clearly belonged to the latter. In September 1918, a "Y" official had 
returned to the United States with serious, if sweeping, complaints about 
her by white secretaries and army officers. She w~s ~aid. to ~ave made un
inhibited verbal attacks on American racial diSCrImInatIOn In front of sol
diers, declaring that it was "a white man's war" of no interest to blacks, 
except insofar as the race now had trained soldiers who woul~ prove useful 
"when the time came to assert their rights." The commandIng general at 
the base port where Curtis worked demanded her immediate repatriation 
after she had "made herself objectionable by utterances calculated to make 
negro soldiers discontented."s7 The MIB in Washington agreed and con
tacted Low, who promised to recommend that she "be watched after her 
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return, and that she should not be used in Y work or any other work of a 
public character." However, Curtis's removal was canceled when the Wom
en's Overseas Section of the Paris YMCA reported at the end of October 
that she was now reformed into an "invaluable worker" and ought to be 
allowed to stay. G-2, the AEF intelligence branch, concluded after further 
investigation that she could remain, but would be watched, "so that should 
further difficulties concerning her arise, prompt action may be taken."ss 

In early November, regular MIB informant Hallie Queen reported that 
the Paris YMCA had requested ten more black women workers. In one of 
her more cogent reports, she suggested that if pro-Germanism existed at 
all among blacks, it might have been caused by the conditions endured by 
their soldiers: 

[S J uch conditions, together with their very unhealthful attendant ru
mors, could be greatly alleviated by the sending of more colored workers 
to France, after some selection. This would apply especially to the YMCA 
huts and canteens. Hundreds of American White women are working in 
the Y's and canteens overseas. There are practically no colored women. 
The sending of if few of undoubted loyalty would relieve the point of 
social racial friction, and put an end to the ugly propaganda rumor that 
is rapidly gaining force and credence. 

She noted that "there will, of course, have to be greater care used in the 
selection of female personnel" than in the past. Another civilian agent of 
the MIB established, however, that following the Curtis Controversy there 
was "no possibility of these girls being sent across now."R9 In fact, a contin
gent of black women was sent to France in 1919, but the official outrage 
provoked by Curtis's airing of what were commonplace utterances among 
African Americans about the war undoubtedly played a part in keeping 
down the number of black YMCA workers with the AEF-and this became 
part of the African-American indictment of Wilson's war for democracy. 

By the end of the war, military intelligence had no evidential basis for 
any action against the subversive elements allegedly lurking within the 
Colored Men's Branch of the YMCA. Nevertheless, goaded by Low, who 
thought he alone within the YMCA could see the danger, the MIB turned 
on the foremost black official, Jesse Moorland. In mid-October, Low re
called his July meeting with Moorland about De Frantz and Lew; Moorland's 
"attitude was not that of one who wished to face the matter and assist." He 
"seemed to wish to keep the thing to himself and to forgive and forget," 
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giving "the impression that he did not much blame De Frantz" for promot
ing equal rights. Moorland was "not doing his part to help face and eradi
cate this evil," and had even "gathered several of the Du Bois type of Ne
gro about him." Moorland and his associates would "bear watching," Low 
thought, especially if a repatriated Curtis were to contact him to "try to 
start something." On the strength of this, Capt. James E. Cutler, now work
ing in the newly formed Morale Branch of the General Staff, recommended 
that "a close watch be kept of the activities of Dr. Moreland [sic] and of his 
associates De Frantz and Lew, to determine whether they are working for 
the best interests of the government and of the YMCA and what their 
influence is upon the colored soldiers and civilian population." Hallie 
Queen found no evidence that Moorland was "pro-German," but claimed 
that certain secretaries might have concealed their disloyalty when applying 
to the YMCA and that enemy influence might have hastened their appoint
ment. Her ambiguous reports bolstered fears that racial strife in France and 
America might follow the war because plotters had disaffected black sol
diers. Black YMCA staff in France were ordered to look out for signs of 
"pro-Germanism" among their colleagues and the troopS.90 

At the end of 1918, the YMCAID was disbanded, but Low made a final 
effort to get rid of the international secretary of the Colored Men's Branch. 
Repeating his criticisms of the branch, he claimed that Moorland was 
"somewhat under the influence of the Dubois [sic] faction and for that rea
son not likely to be entirely sympathetic to our point of view." He stressed 
the need for discretion, lest surveillance of Moorland cause a public row. 
The MIB used a civilian agent to sound out William Knowles Cooper, in
ternational secretary of the YMCA in New York,· and the Rev. John R. 
Hawkins, director of the Colored YMCA in Washington and a promi
nent member of the Committee on the Welfare of Negro Troops of the 
Federal Council of Churches. Both were satisfied that Moorland was loyal 
and that if any pro-German staff had been hired, "such sentiments were 
well-concealed." Cooper conceded, however, that if reports about the out
spokenness of black YMCA staff were true, Moorland should be replaced.9

] 

Jesse Moorland's career hinged on the outcome of an internal War De
partment debate between MI-4, the counterespionage division or Negative 
Branch of military intelligence, and the new Morale Branch. The Negative 
Branch was the most anti-radical section of the War Department; the Mo
rale Branch was equally conservative, but it was much more alert to the 
political implications of military decisions and made greater efforts to dis-
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cover trends in civilian opinion. In a report to Third Assistant Secretary of 
War Frederick P . .Keppel in midjanuary 1919; the Negative Branch office 
dealing with "counter-espionage within the military establishment" summa
rized its view of the YMCA Colored Men's Branch. Its analysis stemmed 
less from a gen uine belief that the branch was riddled with pro-Germanism 
than from a white supremacist reaction, heightened by the war, against any 
strong black opposition to official racial discrimination. 

The whole question in which [De Frantz and Lew] are involved is a very 
delicate one as it ties with the entire problem of Negro subversion and 
race agitation in which the so-called Du Bois school of thinking is the 
chief trouble-maker. This type of thinking, which originates in Boston, 
advocates general equality between the races and is antagonistic to the 
interests of the white race when they conflict with those of the colored, 
and has caused considerable trouble among negro troops both in this 
country and in France.92 

Moorland's alleged sympathy with this attitude and his defense of like
minded staff showed he was not a "proper person for the position which 
he now holds." Likewise, De Frantz and Lew were deemed by the Negative 
Branch to "belong to a trouble-making faction and should not be in posi
tions in charge of negro work.,,93 However, a fortnight later, Cutler visited 
Keppel's office on behalf of the Morale Branch to argue that the War De
partment should not press for the dismissal of the men. He pointed out that 
the allegations against them were all months old and that Moorland had 
kept De Frantz and Lew away from training camps after the complaints. 
His advice was accepted and the case was c1osed.94 Cutler was not suggesting 
that Moorland's critics were prejudiced, nor was he dissenting from the 
antipathy of military intelligence toward equal rights protest. However, he 
feared growing black anger at systematic racial discrimination and realized 
that for the government to hound officials of a highly regarded welfare 
organization amid celebration of the Allied victory would smack ofvindic
tiveness and would generate further ill will unnecessarily. 

The attitudes Qf black Americans toward the society of which they were 
a part had been hardening prior to the United States entering the Euro
pean war. The high moral tone adopted by Woodrow Wilson in his enun
ciation of the principle for which American neutrality had ostensibly been 
abandoned-the preservation of democracy-had the effect of accelerat
ing and sharpening black critical discussion of nationwide racial discrimi-
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nation, especially since the government itself seemed fully committed to 
the maintenance of white supremacy. The peculiar social, economic, and 
political position occupied by black people was encapsulated in the sight 
of black men being drafted into segregated regiments to fight for freedoms 
which most of them could not enjoy, and was made even more unbearable 
by the discovery that these men were being ill-treated while in uniform. 
During the war, legislative limitations on expression and the labeling of 
sincere complaint as disloyalty meant that protest was muted about condi
tions in the army. After the war, however, blacks were determined to draw 
attention to the wider debt they felt they were owed by the United States; 
they demanded that the government take action against lynching, segrega
tion, and disfranchisement. 

Four 

The Surveillance of 
African-American Leadership 

For most of 1917, Justice Department and War Department investigations 
of "pro-Germanism among the Negroes" were largely confined to localized 
instances of black protest, allegations of enemy subversion, and the military 
implications of civil unrest. Not until the spring of 1918 did the BI and the 
MIB become routinely engaged in investigating and, in a limited way, ana
lyzing the range of publications, organizations, personalities, and ideolo
gies permeating the politics of the equal rights movement. During the first 
year of American involvement in the war, the task of tracking and contain
ing printed black protest fell mainly to the Post Office Department, the 
power of which was markedly increased by the Espionage Act of June 15, 
1917. In title 12, section 5, the act empowered the postmaster general to 
exclude from the mails material that discouraged draft registration and 
anything that advocated treason, insurrection, or forcible resistance to any 
law of the United States. l 

Postmaster General Albert Sidney Burleson, described in 1918 by fellow 
Texan Col. Edward House as "the most belligerent member of the Cabinet," 
used the Espionage Act to exclude from the mails a variety of journals that 
criticized the Allies, American involvement in the war, or the Wilson ad
ministration. Once an issue of a journal had been banned from the mails, 
all subsequent issues could be denied second-class mailing, since to retain 
this privilege a periodical had to be "regularly issued at stated intervals." 
The Post Office argued that if a journal had been banned once, then con
tinuity of publication could no longer be shown-an argument that the 
courts allowed. The Post Office could also simply revoke ajournal's second
class mailing privileges at its own discretion, which could have much the 
same practical effect as banning the journal from the mails altogether.2 

Socialist publications, in particular, were interfered with in a way that 
suggested prejudice on the part of postal officials, and repeated appeals to 
Burleson to take a more reasonable view of criticism of the government 
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To Mom and Dad, with love. 

And to Zora, whose story is just beginning. 



Introduction: Studying War 

I'm gonna lay down my burdens, 
down by the riverside, 

Down by the riverside, down by the riverside 
I'm gonna lay down my burdens, 
down by the riverside, 

I ain't gonna study war no more, 

I ain't gonna study war no more (chorus) ... 

I'm gonna lay down my sword and shield, 

down by the riverside 
Down by the riverside, down by the riverside 
I'm gonna lay down my sword and shield, 

down by the riverside 

I ain't gonna study war no more 

In 1918, as day turned to dusk, the sound of singing black soldiers wafted 

across Camp Gordon, Georgia. Situated on the edges of Atlanta, Camp Gor
don housed almost 9,000 African American draftees during World War I, 

local men mostly, along with white recruits and draftees. These black Geor

gians wore the uniform of the United States Army, but military service had 

brought little of the honor and less of the glory that pro-war patriots had led 

them to expect. Instead, most of the African American troops labored as 

hard in camp as they did as civilians, maybe harder, toiling in labor battal

ions under white sergeants and commanding officers chosen because of their 

past experience as overseers of black work gangs. White military policemen 
were no kinder; they harassed black soldiers, provoking clashes that drew in 

soldiers as well as African American civilians. "Gonna lay down my burden, 

down by the riverside," black soldiers sang at the end of long days, "I ain't 
gonna study war no more."! 
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As he completed his book American Negro Slavery, white historian Ulrich 

Phillips could hear the soldiers singing. Phillips's wartime work with the 

Young Men's Christian Association (yMCA) had served to amplify his schol

arly "conviction that Southern racial asperities are mainly superficial, and 

that the rwo great elements are fundamentally in accord." While listening to 

"Down by the Riverside," he wrote about the "harmony" evinced in the seg

regated camp and the shared local experience of hometown doughboys, black 

and white. A venerated scholar of the South, Phillips had long argued for the 

natural order of white supremacy and black inferiority. Watching the black 

soldiers in camp, he saw it again-"the same easy-going, amiable, serio

comic obedience and the same personal attachments to white men as well as 

the same sturdy light-heartedness" that he claimed "distinguished their for

bears." He felt certain that "a generation of freedom has wrought less trans

formation in the bulk of blacks than might casually be supposed."2 

Phillips heard the singing, but he did not actually listen. He recorded the 

refrain, "I ain't going to study war no more," but he paused to consider nei

ther what burdens the soldiers might imagine laying down, nor why they 

would sing so "unmartial" a song. To truly hear Mrican Americans, Phillips 

would have had to listen past his prejudices, to understand black people as 

fully human, and to see black troops as men, not children. A "generation of 

freedom" had also been a generation in citizenship, a status perpetually sought 

by black Americans and too often denied them. The system of}im Crow that 

Phillips helped to construct had waged war on black citizenship since the late 

nineteenth century. The coming of the Great War both gave Mrican Ameri

cans new weapons with which to fight and, by expanding and intensifying 

their struggle on fronts foreign as well as domestic, added to their already 

considerable burdens. "Down by the Riverside" may have rung out with 

hope, defiance, disgust, or despair, but it was never the unthinking, un

changing "old-time" song that Phillips imagined.3 

I do not wish to tell a story of war; I wish to tell a story through war. Free

dom Struggles asks a question that men like Ulrich Phillips never .thought to 

consider: how did African Americans experience World War 11 It takes as a 

given something Phillips rejected: that change, not stasis, marked the Mri

can American-experience in the Jim Crow years, just as it did the experience 

of all Americans. What changed because of World War 11 The struggle for 

civil rights-indeed, in the words of some activists, human rights-did: in 

contours, strategies, and actors. During the second term of Woodrow 
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Wilson's presidency, as white southerners perfected a system of segregation 

and oppression and sought to export it beyond regional and national bound

aries, many African Americans looked to use World War I to forestall white' 

supremacy's ascent and to fulfill their quest for racial justice. For families and 

church groups, newspaper editors and organizations like the National Asso

ciation for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), soldiers became 
emblems and agents in this struggle.4 

This is a story of African American politics in the broadest sense. The 

black freedom struggle predated the end of the Civil War and has lasted long 

beyond the I965 Voting Rights Act, with African Americans defining them

selves in relation to community, state, and nation all the while. Stories of 

African American resistance are as old as stories of Africans in America. 

However, even within an understanding of Mrican American history that 

takes assertions of self and citizenship as continual, certain moments emerge 

as particularly formative, or even transformative. The Great War stands as 
one of those transformative moments. 

African Americans who supported mobilization went into the war think

ing it would change them. It did, but not always in the manner they antici

pated. World War I brought almost 400,000 Mrican Americans into a mili

tary of four million and, by sending 200,000 of those men to Europe with 

the two-million-man American Expeditionary Forces (AEF), gave many 

black people their first taste of life outside the confines of American racial 

systems. At the same time, military diScipline at home and abroad too often 

was enforced by Southern whites intent on making black soldiers servants of 
the state, rather than its agents. The great "war for democracy," as President 

Woodrow Wilson positioned it in his April I9I7 speech on the floor of Con

gress, became in practice a war over democracy as white soldiers tried to carry 

Jim Crow to Europe and black soldiers fought against them. The resulting 
senses of entitlement and disillusion that developed would shape how Mrican 

Americans approached the freedom struggle in ensuing decades and would 

inform critically their mobilization for the next world war twenty 'Years after 
the first.5 . 

It made sense that Jim Crow would travel abroad with the AEF; it headed 

toward hospitable terrain. The Great War had arisen from the rivalries of Eu
ropean powers jockeying for land in Africa and Asia, and Europeans' imperial 

dreams rested on a racial ideology that made it the white man's burden to 

subdue and civilize people of color. The system of white supremacy consoli-
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dating in the United States resonated with the racial systems of empire and 

colony. Indeed, as Americans increased their own overseas holdings in the I890S 

and after, white supremacy and empire grew more densely intertwined. 

As slaves, as freedmen, and as soldiers, African Americans had performed 

the bitter, often crushing, work of helping to build American nation and 

empire. In so doing, they helped to buttress and extend white supremacy. 

When they gave it any thought, most black people saw a trade-off: they would 

join themselves to the American national project in all its light and shadows 

in return for earning full citizenship rights. For African Americans, serving 

America meant establishing their central place in the national community and 

reaffirming their foundational place in the state. For African American sol

diers, serving America also meant proving their manhood-asserting them

selves as courageous and capable, independent and deserving of honor. This 

trade had never fully balanced out; the tally always added up to favor Jim 

Crow. By the end of World War I, many African Americans would decide the 

trade was no longer worth it.6 

This book traces changes in political consciousness, collective and indi

vidual. African Americans retreated from their uneven bargain with the 

nation-state as they reformulated what they meant by manhood and nation, 

and reconsidered whether they needed to earn, or demand, full citizenship. 

This reformulation shifted what soldiers, in particular, saw when they viewed 

themselves as men and as citizens in relation to their home communities, their 

country, and the larger world. Reeling from the experience of war, they fought 

their battles over inclusion and equal rights through complex identities and on 

thick, contested terrain? 

Thinking about the transformation of black politics through World War I 

allows us to view African American history as international history. To do so, 

we must reconsider what we mean by "international." We could break it up 

into its component parts: between nations. Must this mean the interactions 

between nation-states and their representatives? Or can it describe, for ex

ample, the space occupied by Mrican Americans in the Jim Crow era

struggling to assert their American-ness while defining a soul-sustaining 

blackness that could both enrich and provide a buffer from the experience of 

being American. We might think of the "inter" in "international" as its own 

word, signaling the ways in which some scholars run the risk of burying na

tional histories and local complexities in their drive to create narratives of 

grand strategy where states and ideologies act with little connection to the 
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particularities and people that generated them. The nuance is oft interred 
with the detail. 8 

If "geography is fate," as Ralph Ellison so famously concluded, then read

ing African American history as international history reminds us that geog

raphy, one's placement in the world, is itself fluid.9 As descendants of varied> 

nations scattered by the Atlantic slave trade, African Americans testify to this 

fluidity. Under Jim Crow especially, people found themselves constrained by 

local mores, local relationships, local taboos. Yet for all the lives lived locally, 

African Americans were, onto logically, global beings-linked to blacks 

across the diaspora through history and imagination. The movements spurred 

by war and migration altered Mrican American identities and their fates. 

Black soldiers offer a way to see the interconnections of history berween 

local, national, and global scales. They are, after all, local people swimming 

in the currents of international affairs. Yet before Mrican American soldiers 

could perceive those interconnections, before they could conceive of diasporic, 

pan-Africanist, or cosmopolitan identities, they needed to work through what 

it meant to be black men abroad in the service of America. First, black troops 

would have to develop an understanding of themselves as national subjects 

in an international world; they would have to locate themselves. Then they 

could devise strategies to bring that world back home with them. Even as 

overseas service cemented black troops' conviction that they had earned 

equal standing as Americans, it created room for Mrican Americans to imag

ine emancipatory alternatives untethered from the nation. Unlike the black 

Army Regulars of the nineteenth century for whom imperialism and nation

alism were of a piece, many members of the World War I cohort would begin 

to shape a sense of nation, rooted in their overseas experiences, that would 

allow for solidarity with subject people across national borders. This process 

was neither quick nor easy, but it was led by the civilians and soldiers who 
fought Jim Crow during World War I. 

Even as this narrative stretches out beyond the territorially imagined space 

associated with nations, it also reaches down to the grounded places below. 

The engagement of individual African Americans with the nation and the 

federal government grew out of their participation in everyday politics in 

specific localities, experiences that shaped how black people viewed them

selves as citizens and how they strategized to secure their rights. The alterna

tives they pursued in the international arena were informed by local experi

ence as well. By exploring how some soldiers carried the burdens of home out 
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into the world and how others disrupted Southern communities with their 

worldliness, Freedom Struggles nests the nation berween international imagi

naries and the groundedness of local place. 

Manhood was the idiom of black soldiers' political discourse before and 

during the war. Black veterans of the Civil War and the turn of the century 

imperial wars had staked much of their claims to freedom and equality on 

their military service, and had cited it as a vindication of Mrican American 

manhood. Figured as mastery and self-control, physical prowess and per

sonal restraint, independence and honor, manhood formed the foundation of 

high political participation. In the New South it also formed the means by 

which white supremacists barred African American men from political sites. 

According to the ideological propositions of white supremacy-supported by 

the academic claims of scientific racism-African American men could not 

show independence or have dependents. They could not balance self-assertion 

with self-control. Whites often read their manifestations of physical prowess 

as brutishness. All men were created equal, Jim Crow's defenders conceded, 

but they did not count most African Americans as men.1O 

What the ideal of manhood meant to and for Mrican Americans would 

change over the course of the war. How participants articulated the concept 

took forms as varied and complex as the backgrounds of the men who joined 

the Army and then continued to evolve as black soldiers labored and fought 

in Europe. Within the vast constellation of images and ideas from which 

soldiers' understandings of gender emerged, however, there moved a com

mon belief that the war would make men of them and that from manhood 

would spring citizenship rights. This conviction would manifest itself in 

myriad ways, occasionally inspiring, sometimes exasperating, and too often 

tragic. As the promise of military service was ground beneath the heel of a 

Jim Crow army, soldiers began to reject the models of nation-based or ro

mantic manhood that had previously sustained them. Their experiences in 

France altered how these soldiers saw themselves as citizens, workers, heroes, 

and lovers and transformed how they interpolated those identities into their 

worldview. 

As soldiers redefined themselves, their civilian allies endeavored to make 

this new manhood a meaningful political identity for all African Americans. 

As scholar Martin Summers has cautioned, African American men did not 

simply react to white norms or state practices in formulating their sense of 

manhood; rather, their formations occurred "across a range of relationships, 
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of which hegemonic masculinity versus marginalized masculinity is only 

one." Summers's rheorizing serves as a reminder that black soldiers in World 

War I shaped their understanding of manhood in relation to rhe ideas and 
activism of black women, through rhe expectations of the civilian commu

nity, and rhrough interactions with foreigners. Aware of their many audi

ences, black soldiers told their tales of transformed manhood through letters 
to the black press, in memoirs, and in fiction. Civilians spoke back to rhem 

through these same venues.u 
Heeding Summers's call to interrogate "how black men engage in their 

gender identity formation through quotidian practices" such as "work, lei

sure ... interactions wirh families and communities, and so forrh," leads 

back to politiCS.12 Even African American soldiers' most prosaic activities

how they spent their time off, whom they romanced, what they read-came 

under rhe watchful eye of powerful white Americans. The authority that M
rican American men derived as uniformed representatives of rhe federal gov

ernment posed a threat to Jim Crow at home, where rhey could inspire black 
civilians to push for their citizenship rights, and abroad, where foreigners 

might inspire rhem. Bureau ofInvestigation files, military intelligence reports, 
and court proceedings attest to the visibility of Mrican Americans as well as 

the vigilance of the men who watched rhem. Black soldiers at war constructed 

and performed their masculinity in the glare of an attentive, scrutinizing 
state.13 

If African Americans' status as soldiers threatened some white Americans, 
then their potential work as soldiers caused orhers to quake. Military service 

had the potential to legitimize black men as agents of violence. Bloodshed 

birthed Jim Crow, and segregationists sustained it rhrough viciousness. Keep
ing up white supremacy's "social argument" required preserving the fiction 

that white folks alone could deploy mass violence, even as maintaining disci
pline within white supremacy's political program required the rhreat that 

some day Mrican Americans might break out. In peacetime, white people 
could write off black resistance and rebellion as criminality, pa.hology, or 

isolated occurrences. Black self-defense, they thought, could be nullified 

with a noose. However, the world war required that tens of thousands of Af

rican American troops harness violence against white men in the service of a 
segregated state and contested nation.14 

If respectability underlay most middle-class formulations of black gender 

roles, rhen violence and the capacity for violence offered African Americans 
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one alternate way to frame manhood. Respectability and self-mastety had 
long vied wirh violence and aggression in making a man, just as strategies 

of uplifting the race sat in tension with challenging Jim Crow head on. The 
Great War amplified these tensions, granting violence an increased promi
nence and making it more acceptable to the black middle and laboring 

classes alike. Black warriors were heroes. African American women and men 
who weathered attacks from white supremacists during the war years imag

ined the days when black soldiers would come home, defend, and avenge 

rhem en masse. IS 

However, such celebrations of violence-in effect, of the brutalizing effect 

of war-could boomerang, and Mrican American civilians often got rhe 

worst of it. White supremacists worried that once unleashed, black violence 

could not be contained. Wartime conflicts in the United States and abroad 

demonstrate the intensity with which white Americans sought to subdue 
black militancy and the extent to which they failed. Black and white soldiers 

did not leave brutality behind on the battlefield or limit it to army camp 

clashes. When black troops rioted in Houston, Texas, in 1917, for example, 

they collapsed rhe front and home front, setting their sights on the enemies 
of democracy at home. Still, after twO decades of mostly declining numbers, 

lynchings rose steadily from rhirty-six in 1917 to seventy-six in 1919, and rhe 

series of thirty-eight race riots that marked the Red Summer of 1919 would 
only add to the rolls. Violence, manhood, and white supremacy proved a 

potent mix. 
Freedom Struggles does not aim to provide a comprehensive history of the 

Mrican American experience in World War 1. Rather, it situates World War 

I within rhe larger history of the black freedom struggle and places Mrican 
Americans at the crossroads of social, military, and international histories. 

It chronicles a moment, particularly fraught and formative, in the ongoing 
fight against Jim Crow. The sons and grandsons of ex-slaves and Civil War 

veterans who joined the Army carried their communities' ambitions and ex

pectations with them to camp, and they brought back home a new interna

tionalized perspective and a renewed resolve. The rural traditions of resis

tance and armed self-defense that historians rightly argue sustained the 

struggle after World War II seem a continuation of the domestic battles rhat 

followed World War I, when African American civilians and veterans fought 

white Americans bent on reasserting white supremacy. Indeed, with military 

service in mind, traditions of resistance seem almost as cosmopolitan as they 
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do rural; the Great War served as a crucible to fuse an indigenous militant 

black politics with a new, internationalized vision. Veterans of this war for 

democracy, domestic and European, carried this vision and their militancy 
through the interwar years and beyond. 

How did African Americans experience World War I? The characters who 

populate this book help to answer that question by guiding readers through 

the many and varied facets of black humanity, fallibility, and hopefulness. 
These characters range from the eminent-academics and NAACP stalwarts 
like W. E. B. Du Bois, Rayford Logan, and Charles Hamilton Houston-to 

the lesser known, like middle-class clubwoman Kathryn Johnson and hard

headed, hardscrabble Texan Ely Green. Some, like the radical organizer Hay
wood Hall, chose to attack white supremacy from the outside; Hall first tried 

defiance and, later on, revolution. Others, like journalist and veteran Osceola 

McKaine, strove to undo segregation using the available tools of the Ameri

can political system. Few of these people seem typical in the strictest sense, 

but together, they embody and typify a range of African American responses 
to the Great War. 

The book tells the story through these characters and others like them. 
Chapter I uses the biographies of Kathryn Johnson and Ely Green to depict 

African American life on the eve of World War I, as American empire and 

white supremacy came of age. It recounts the efforts of African Americans 

to push back against an ascendant Jim Crow and explores how activists 

positioned themselves in relation to the coming conflict. Chapter 2 traces 

the Houston race riot of August 1917. Following the 24th Infantry of the 
regular army from service in the Philippines to conflict in Houston, it in

terrogates the relationship between nation and empire in black soldiers' 
formations of self -

Chapters 3 and 4 follow African Americans to France. Focusing on man
hood and sexuality, Chapter 3 tracks the biographies of new inductees into 

the national army to illuminate how mobilization, service, memories of 
Houston, and encounters with black women in the United States.and white 

women in France refined black soldiers' sense of themselves as men and citi

zens. Chronicling the violence and disillusion of military service, Chapter 4 

begins with mobilization and the overseas journey to explore black soldiers' 

romance with the nation and to investigate the moments when that romance 

began to sour. Chapter 5 surveys the nascent and newfound worldliness of 

those people who began to see "the Negro problem" as part of a larger system 
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of exploitation and inequality, and delineates the potential and limits of 

black internationalism in World War I years. 
The final chapters return the soldiers home. Chapter 6 enters the postwar 

period by chronicling a criminal case involving a black soldier who shot and 

killed a streetcar conductor in Anniston, Alabama, ten days after the Armi

stice. His case went to the U.S. Supreme Court, sparking debate over federal 

citizenship, Jim Crow justice, and the limits of white supremacy in wartime. 
Chapter 7 looks ahead to the years between the two world wars, when Afri

can Americans learned to articulate and apply the lessons of the Great War. 
After World War I and in the lead-up to World War II, African American 

activists no longer tried to earn full citizenship rights; they started develop

ing strategies to seize them. 

The African Americans who served during World War I, or sent their loved 

ones to serve, packed their histories along with their hopes. To most Ameri

cans, wartime service felt at once monumental and mundane, as grand ideals 

of heroism and patriotism jockeyed with daily goals of subsistence and sur

vival. Long after European soldiers had succumbed to the numbing sense

lessness of battle, American soldiers scurried to impart meaning to the con

flict. How they found meaning depended on who they were and what they 

wanted; the nature of their journey changed with the baggage they brought. 

For black Americans, laden with the weight of a stillborn citizenship, the 

load sometimes felt too heavy to bear. They might have sung oflaying down 
their burdens and setting aside their shield, but they would never stop think

ing about the war. The Great War marked them, changed them, and readied 
them for a lifelong struggle. Ulrich Phillips heard the song in the distance, 

but he failed to grasp its portent. 
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and his date to appease the white troops, but Logan's girlfriend warned that 
she "would have 'her friend the mayor' close the establishment" ifhe did so.113 
In that one confrontation, Logan and his date won out. 

To protect Jim Crow from French women, the U.S. Army tried to teach white 

supremacy to them. These white supremacists failed as teachers not because' 
France was a land "that knew no color line," as its fans claimed, but rather 
because the French were too busy drawing their own color lines-between 

colony and metropole-to commit themselves to the American Negro prob
lem. For Americans in France, then, the mire of their own white supremacy 

so fully obscured the landscape that most of them could not see the ground 

beneath their feet. That ideal France invoked by black soldiers and decried by 
white supremacists did not actually exist. Like its American ally, France was 

mundane, flawed, complex. And the white women who populated France 
were no more, or less, threatening to white supremacy than the white women 
of the u.s. South. 

Yet France did serve the African American freedom movement by allowing 
black soldiers to conceive of a life unfettered by segregation. Mrican American 

soldiers focused on the relative fluidity of their relations with white French 

men and women, and contrasted those relations with the rigid rituals of Jim 
Crow. The France of their cultural and political imaginations reflected black 

fury with the America that excluded them rather than their engagement with 
the racial politics of the country that temporarily took them in. 

Gable Finley, a former chauffeur stationed at Camp Lee, Virginia, claimed 
that his training with the 349th Field Artillery gave him "improved health and 
mind" and "taught [him] to be a better man."1l4 But Finley, who remained 

stateside, missed the two-front struggle that marked black soldiers' experiences 
overseas. The two wars for democracy-against the Central Powers and within 

the AEF-would do much to shape their sense of manhood. As James Varda
man feared, these soldiers were indeed ruined, if by "ruined" we mean "made 

militant." And it was not the sex alone that turned aspiring black men into 
militant New Negroes. Rather, African American soldiers found strength in 

their disillusion with an army that sought to deny them full humanity, much 

less equal citizenship. And they drew from their milirary service a willingness 

to fight for a democracy that they could imagine but did not have. The AEF 

camps, not the battlefield, would be the true crucible of the New Negro. 

4 

At War in the Terrestrial Heaven 

"Raise a ruckus tonight," Haywood Hall sang out as he marched through 

northeastern France as part of the 370th Infantry. With their walking sticks 

offsetting their overstuffed backpacks and their overcoats left partly open, 

the members of the former 8th Illinois easily blended in with the French 

combat division to which they were attached. Country folk in the Meuse

Argonne mistook the Mrican Americans for tiralleurs, colonial troops. Mo

roccan or Sudanese, maybe; their browns varied too much in hue for them to 
pass for the Senegalese who, Hall noted, "were practically all black." Most 

likely those country people on the roadside could not make out the soldiers' 
words as they sang to themselves and each other, "Get on board on down the 

river flow, gonna' raise a ruckus tonight."! 

"Lost children," the French called the four infantry regiments-the 369th, 

370th, 371st, and 372nd--:-that made up the 93rd Combat Division. Com
mander of the American Expeditionary Forces (AEF), General John J. Persh

ing, had given the division over to the French Army for the war's duration. Al

though a sympathetic white officer complained that Pershing had foisted off 
the troops like a "black orphan in a basket," Hall and his friends found much 

to like in their new posting.2 French soldiers treated them like comrades, 
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giving the first casualty of their unit "a hero's burial" and expressly thanking 

the black troops for their service. French civilians treated them well, too, im

pressing Hall with their "hospitality and kindness." For sex, African Ameri

can troops visited the legal brothels near their leave areas, but the locals in 

town also invited them to come back after war's end and choose among their 

"pick of French girls" to marry. Hall figured the offer was extended "half

jokingly," but took the jest as a sign of the town's high regard for black troopS.3 

In spite of the respite provided by mixing with the French, Hall and other 

black American soldiers kept running up against reminders that they "had 

not escaped the long arm of American racism." Upon arriving in a small 

town in the Lorraine region, for example, Hall's battalion commander lined 

his men up and warned them that a black member of a labor battalion re

cently had been hanged in the same square where the unit now assembled. 

Someone had accused the laborer of raping a village girl, but villagers ex

pressed doubts that an assault had actually occurred. The Army declared the 

soldier guilty and, after the hanging, had displayed his body for a day before 

cutting him down. ''As a result," the battalion commander informed the sol

diers lined up before him, "you ... are to conduct yourselves as gentlemen" 

and to stick close to barracks. Hall noticed the major's voice drop as he mut
tered, "This is what I have been told to tell you."4 

The major's message underscored the promise and perils of black soldiers' 
adventures abroad. The idea of France functioned as an imaginary-a bundle 

of expectations, associations, and encounters Onto which African Americans 

tied their aspirations for liberation and civil rights. Encounters across both 

national boundaries and the color line served to shape this imaginary.5 On the 

one hand, black soldiers' ability to bask in French hospitality or masquerade as 

Sudanese soldiers loosed them from the bonds of nation that had previousl 

defined their military service. But on the other hand, white soldiers and th~ 
Arm~ leadership gripped African Americans with the long arm of racism, 
creatmg extraterritorial spaces where Jim Crow still ruled. More often than 

not, the American camps functioned as Southern Outposts on French ~oil. 

If manhood and its attendant hopes offer one way to think about African 

Americans in World War I, then fOCUSing on the disillusion of black soldiers' 

s~rvi~e in the AEF offers another. Looking at men in the making served to 

highlIght the ways in which Mrican Americans spawned the New Negro from 

AT WAR IN THE TERRESTRIAL HEAVEN 111 

their own aspirations. Revisiting the same ground with an emphasis on the 

workaday realities of life in the AEF illuminates how interracial conflicts 

shaped this New Negro and the extent to which fury and disillusion sharp

ened soldiers' politics. The American camps felt like "penal institution[sJ," one 

black soldier commented, where white soldiers ferociously regulated their 

• labor and movements, and the force and venom of white repression escalated 

with black soldiers' performances of loyalty, desirability, or worth.G World 

War I may not have begun as a two-front battle for the mass of African Ameri

can soldiers, but it became one as white supremacists repeatedly demonstrated 

that they would not cede ground to Mrican Americans without a fight. 

The majority of those fights would take place in the labor battalions since 

most of the Mrican Americans who served in the military during World War 

I would never see action on the front lines. Of the 200,000 black soldiers who 

began shipping out to Europe in the second half of 1917, almost r60,000 

would work in labor units that came to be known by war's end as the Services of 

Supply (505)7 Despite Mrican Americans' rhetorical emphasis on the trenches 

during and after the war, combat troops numbered only 42,000-roughly 20 

percent of the black soldiers overseas and only II percent of the African Ameri

cans in the entire wartime Army. They worked as stevedores in western and 

southern French ports such as Brest, St. Nazaire, Bordeaux, Marsailles, and 

Le Havre and in engineer and labor battalions that built warehouses, roads, 

and railroads near the ports and in the French iJ.lterior.8 Members of the Pio

neer Infantry battalions had more technical skills and received some combat 

training, but like other members of the 50S, they mostly supplied cheap 

manpower. Rather than fighting on the front, black men made up a third of 

the Army's labor force. 

Fighting troops felt the burden, too. Influenced by the rhetoric of both 

racial activists and white supremacists, Mrican American combat troops first 

crossed the Atlantic with visions of French liberty, equality, and fraternity 

dancing in their heads. Many of them returned home feeling much the same 

way, imbued with a sense of themselves as new men-tested by war and 

aglow with the fortifying effects of French good will. Yet along with their 

fond memories of France came a renewed bitterness about their treatment at 

the hands of their fellow Americans. "To put it all in a nutshell," First Ser

geant Louis H. Pontlock wrote to Crisis editor W. E. B. Du Bois, "the Ameri

can Negro soldier in France was treated" by the American military "with the 

same contempt 'and undemocratic spirit as the American Negro citizen is 
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treated in the United States."9 This realization would have a profound effect 

on how black soldiers saw themselves in relation to each other and the Ameri

can nation. For longshoremen and infantrymen alike, the disillusion of 

wartime encounters would feed the transformation of black soldiers' political 

consciousnesses. 

Choosing Camps 

American ships carried more than just soldiers. Jim Crow sailed to Europe on 

the same tankers that transported African American noncombatant troops 

from Hoboken and Newport News, where they shipped out, to the European 

ports on the Atlantic Coast, where they landed. Jim Crow traveled, too, with 

the members of the 92nd and 93rd Infantry Divisions, the segregated combat 

divisions put together from black National Guard units, black volunteers and 

draftees, white superior officers, and the 639 graduates of the African Ameri

can officers training camp in Des Moines, Iowa. Soldiers disembarking in 

French ports swapped tales of the "many unkindnesses" as one sailor under

stated it, that they experienced en route "on account of color."10 Black offi

cers, especially, felt the sting of the discrimination, as their white counter

parts hastened to demonstrate that rank did not confer status. "Among the 

first orders issued" aboard the converted passenger vessel that transported 

medical officer Lieutenant William Dyer "were those barring Colored offi

cers from the same toilets," barbershop, or gymnasium as whites. In the 3I7th 

Ammunition Train, Dyer's unit in the 92nd Division, "that feeling of preju

dice" arose from the very startY 

The soldiers who made up the 92nd and 93rd Divisions knew segregation. 

Southerners made up a large portion of the African American population in 

the Army, and though the South lay claim to it, Jim Crow had long since out

grown the eleven states of the old Confederacy. William Dyer, for instance, 

had come of age in Lincoln, Illinois, where one white native son recalled that 

the only things white folks "were ... willing to share with the colored people 

were the drinking water and the cemetery."12 Dyer had done well for himself 

nevertheless, going off to Kansas City to earn a medical degree. When the 

United States joined the war, he was thirty years old, a newly minted doctor, 

and he joined a medical detachment training in Fort Des Moines, IowaP 

Fort Des Moines also housed the segregated Officer's Training Camp, 

where 1,250 volunteered for military service. The camp was pro-war African 
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Americans' concession to Jim Crow. Volunteers believed that the oppOrtu

nity to serve as commissioned officers in charge of African American troops 

offset the insult of a segregated camp. They "made the best of it," said veteran 
Charles Hamilton Houston, because "it was better to go to war as infantry 

officers than to be drafted as privates in labor battalions." As part of the Cen

tral Committee of Negro College Men, Houston petitioned the Wilson ad
ministration for training and canvassed African American fraternities and 

other institutions of black civic life for volunteers.14 In supporting the camp, 

they followed W. E. B. Du Bois and white NAACP board chair (and Army 
captain serving in military intelligence) Joel Spingarn, who urged African 

Americans to make peace with their "damnable dilemma" by earning com

missions.
15 

Not everyone agreed with the tradeoff, however. The editors of 
the Chicago Defender, Cleveland Gazette, and Boston Guardian all flayed the 

camp's proponents for compromising on segregation.16 Disagreement over 
the training camp echoed the larger debate over the meaning, potential, and 
terms of African American participation in the war. 

African Americans found themselves largely disillusioned by the Army's 
treatment of black officers. They had some inkling of the disappointment in 
Store when the Wilson administration forcibly retired Lieutenant Colonel 

Charles Young, Kathryn Johnson's hero from Wilberforce, rather than let 
him command white officers or lead a black combat division. Young had 
earned laurels in the Philippine War and in the Punitive Expeditions into 

Mexico and had risen through the ranks, remaining the most senior African 
American in the Army. Although Army officials cited Young's frail health-

a 
point Young disputed by riding a horse from Ohio to Washington, D.C.

his friend W. E. B. Du Bois believed that the colonel was kept home because 

"ifhe had gone to Europe he could not have been denied the stars of a Gen-
1"17Th A 

era. e rmy promoted Young to a full colonel when they removed him 
from active duty, but neither Young nor other African Americans derived 

much comfort from the gesture. For black Californian, and future Commu
nist, William Patterson, the Army's treatment of Colonel Young cemented 
his "conviction that the war was a white man's war."18 

If Charles ~oung's ~orced retirement did not deflate black trainees' spirits, 
then the Army s ongomg contempt for them did. Twenty-one years after his 
service ended, Charles Hamilton HOuston still could pinpOint the moment 

when "morale at Fort Des Moines" finally" died." It came in the wake of the 

24th's mutiny at Camp Logan, when the Army's Inspector General traveled 
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up to Des Moines to make clear to trainees that the Army would not "h~ve 
its war effort crippled by racial disorders." With no mention of how white 

soldiers often inflamed those disorders, Houston felt the that Inspector Gen
eral had "in substance prohibited us from protecting ourselves against the 

. f others" As the administration's attitude sunk in, and as the aggressIOns 0 • • 

original three months' training dragge~ out int~ five, a.number of candidates 
"lost all confidence in the Government s intention to give the Negro a square 

deal" and tendered their resignations.19 

Houston's own father, D.C. lawyer William Houston, advised him to give 

up on "getting across the ocean" much less seeing battle. "~e colo~ed troops 
that are officered by white officers may get to the trenches, the semor Hous

ton predicted, but not the ones with black officers.2o Charles Houston sol

diered on anyway, as did his fellow Howard University instructor Howard 

Long who would go on to become first African American to earn an Ed.D. 
f om 'the Harvard Education School. Although he remained at Fort Des 

~oines, Long described training methods as "jejune" and the materi.a1 as "ut

terly useless." And though the Army surprised the Houstons by sendmg bl~ck 
officers to France, Long would find that racial tensions undercut the fighting 

troops' effectiveness. In the 368th Infantty where he was a liaison officer, Lo~g 
found that many of the white "field officers seemed far more concerned With 

reminding their Negro subordinates that they were Negroes than they were 

with having an effective unit."21 . 

Lieutenant Rayford Logan would lose heart when tasting the same b~tter 

pill. As a senior at Williams College, Logan had viewed the ~ar as an ~pemng, 

a "far-flung ftont of democracy's battleline." In a speech to hiS graduatmg c:as~: 
Logan anticipated that when the American soldier, "the black and t~e white, 
returned home from France, the nation might "raise her head even htgher, un

sullied, unblemished, untarnished" by adherence to white supremacy.22 After 

graduating, he returned to his native Washington, p.~., a~~ ~nlisted. in the 
First Separate Battalion of the D.C. National Guard. HIS umt )omed midwest

ern draftees and other Guard units from Ohio and New England to form the 

372nd Infantry regiment of the 93rd Division. Logan felt sure he would rise to 
the top. Fancying himself a "soldier, statesman, and scholar" -as an older, an

grier Logan ruefully recalled-the young man had believed the war could 

build fraternity among the most worthy men of the AEF, black or white.23 

That dream of interracial fraternity died when Logan joined the 372nd 

Infantry. Logan considered himself a race leader, part of the "Talented 

;t;;z 
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Tenth" of "exceptional men" that W. E. B Du Bois had singled out at the 

turn of the century as the potential saviors of "the Negro race."24 However, 

in the Army, Logan's white commanding officer Colonel Glendie B. Young 

made it clear that he saw no worthy black men, only "god-damn black sons 

of bi:ches." Young expressed his reluctance to lead African Americans by 

treatmg them with the contempt he felt they deserved.25 Unlike the gradu

ates of Fort Des Moines who went on to serve as captains and lieutenants in 

th.e ~znd Division, the African American officers of the 93rd came from 

~Ith.m the National Guard. Logan, who had trained as a junior cadet while 

m ~Igh sc~o~l and done a brief stint in the Student Army Training Corps 
whIle at WIllIams College, rose quickly through the noncommissioned offi

ce~ ranks. He received his commission in January 1918, after taking a quali
fymg exam that he dubbed "the most unfair examination I have ever taken" 

but the accomplishment afforded him no respect from his regiment's con:

manding officer.26 During their April 1918 voyage across the ocean, Glendie 

Young destroyed a roster assigning cabins to all officers based solely on their 

r~nk and issued a revised one that gave white officers preferential treatment. 

LIeutenant Logan, who called the colonel an "s 0 b" whe h C d . . . n e rererre to 

him politely, recollected that the African American officers consequently 

were "so cramped in quarters that they walked on trunks to move about the 
room."27 

For Lieutenant Logan, whose upbringing in Washington, D.C., and aca

demic accomplishments at Williams had left him confident that he was more 

of a gentleman than most of the white people he encountered Jim Crow' 

daily assaults on his dignity proved almost unbearable.28 Seve~al days int; 

the 37znd's voyage, Colonel Young ordered a group of African American 

soldiers to put on a show for the other passengers and instructed the rest of 

the black s~ldiers. to preserve the same segregated seating during recreation 
that they dId dUrIng meals. An incensed Logan responded by telling his fel

~ow. o~cers that any "damn fool" who attended the show and suffered the 
mdlglllty of Young's order "ought to be hanged."29 Logan had enlisted in the 

Army because he had "naively" taken "at face value" President Wilson's demo

cra~ic rhetoric, but Colonel Young crushed his naivete. The pettiness of Young's 

actIons and the resulting absurdity of black officers' position in his unit offered 

up to Logan "a perfect example of the American democracy in war."30 The 

swells across the Atlantic wrested Logan from his imaginary war. He surfaced 

to face the ugly realities of his service abroad. 
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Between Shores and States 

Floating between shores and states, ships placed soldiers in interim spaces. As 

Rayford Logan began to cross the boundary from Talent~ Tenth p~triotis~ 
to disaffected antinationalism at sea, so, tOO, did others begm to question theIr 

fixed identities, expectations, and self-conceptions. However, not everyone 

did so with the embittered assurance that graced Lieutenant Logan. For men 
like William Dyer and Henry Berry, who both sailed to Brest in summer 

19
18

, the discomfort that nagged at them arose from the uncertainty of their 

positions. Departing on the Covington from Hoboken, New Jersey, Dyer 

watched the Statue of Liberty wave "a passing fatewell" to his ship and the 

5,000 soldiers on board. Once the ship lost sight of the coast, troops began 

grappling with a "semi-enthusiastic" feeling that Dyer describ~d as bei~g 
comprised "half of anxiety, half of dread." Unmoored, apprehenSIve, and JIm 

Crowed, they spent the evening "trying to console" themselves "with expres

sions of hopes for a bright future even though the beginning seemed" to 

them "quite dark."31 

The normally upbeat Henry Berry registered the surreal quality of the 

Atlantic crossing. His journey from Virginia to France evoked for him "some 

great magnificent dream" in which the "astounding" persistently abutted the 

routine. On his boat, soldiers alternated between submarine drills and card 

games, gossip and training. Struggling to bring their minds "around to the 

realization of danger," they often treated the voyage "more like some gay pic
nic" tha~ a passage to war.32 Despite the surface gaiety, Berry noted that most 

men spent the bulk of their time "moodily gazing out over the sea, wondering 

how long" it would be before they once again saw land. Even Berry, who per

sisted in viewing his ship and the soldiers aboard it as embodying "the very 
might and power of America," could not fully shake a sense of dislocation 

and dread. He impatiently observed that, despite seemingly endless days at 

sea, his steamer never appeared to gain any ground, and he confessed himself 

unable to envision "what in the world" awaited him in France.
33 

Surrounded 

by "eternal ocean," Berry and his shipmates felt so distant from any shore 

that some of them suspected that the ship was lost.
34 

Only when they caught 

sight of the Brest harbor on the western tip of France did they regain their 

equanimity. 
Ships detached black soldiers in the AEF from their landed identities and 

spurred an inchoate political reformation among many, but the process of 
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politicization would continue in France. For black soldiers, ships were sites of 

anticipation and expectation-of becoming rather than being. To Lieutenant 

Osceola McKaine, the liminality experienced by his fellow African American 

soldiers at sea mirrored the double consciousness and dual sentiments experi

enced by blacks back home. According to McKaine, the "strange and peril

ous journey" undertaken by the 367th Infantry carried them away from "the 

terra firma ... which they hated and loved" to "a strange, semi-mythical re

gion" across the sea. France struck him as more ethereal than real, a "terrestrial 

heaven" where French "national idealism" freed Mrican Americans from the 
sense that they were "an abnormality in the body" of civic life.35 

A native of Sumter, South Carolina, Lieutenant McKaine had left his terra 
firma behind years before the volunteers and draftees who sailed to France 

alongside him. In 1908, at the age of sixteen, McKaine had harkened to a wan

derlust that he self-consciously dubbed "the nomadic spirit of his migratory 

ancestors" and abandoned South Carolina to work as a stevedore aboard a 

merchant ship.36 Reversing the forced journeys of his captive ancestors, he 

sailed from the southern Atlantic coast to the West Indies. He later made his 

way to Washington, D.C., and then on to Massachusetts where he studied at 

Boston's segregated Sumner High School and took courses at Boston College. 

In contrast to the celestial imagery he used to describe France, he referred to 

his migration from South Carolina as the "first chance" he had "to get out of 
the jungle."37 

Staying out of the jungle meant going to the tropics. Mter a two-year stint 

working as a reporter for a Bookerite newspaper in Boston, he joined the 24th 

Infantry, lured by a veteran trooper whom he described as a "marvel" at re

cruiting.
38 

McKaine shipped Out to the Philippines in late 1914 and, alongside 
troopers who would later meet their fate in the Houston mutiny, earned ac

colades from Governor General Francis Burton for his part in the colonial 

occupation. McKaine and the 24th earned similar plaudits in subsequent ser

vice along the Mexico border where they guarded General Pershing and 

joined in the 1916 Punitive Expedition intended to rout Mexican revolution

ary general Pancho Villa.39 With the U.S. entry into the Great War, then

Corporal McKaine transferred Out of the 24th and into the Officer's Training 

Camp. Upon receiving his commission, he joined the 367th Infantry of the 

92nd Division. Unlike many of the northern draftees who made up the bulk 

of the enlisted men in the regiment, McKaine was a seasoned veteran with a 
record of international military service by the time war broke out. 
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He was also a practiced hand at presenting to a white public the most pa

triotic face of African American manhood. Like Ely Green or Henty Berry, 

Lieutenant McKaine saw martial service as an affirmation of that manhood. 

Moreover, he saw the centuries-old record of black fighting men as formative 

of "the Negro's ... traditions, honor, and prestige."40 Writing in the pages of 

a national weekly magazine while waiting to sail for France, McKaine traced 

black military contributions from Hannibal's victories over Rome, to freed

man Peter Salem's participation in the American Revolution, through Tous

saint eOuverture's besting of Napoleon, and on to the contribution of black 

regulars at San Juan Hill. He used a historical trajectory to invoke a "Negro" 

identity older and broader than America itself-while still emphasizing black 

men's foundational place in the American nation and their "blind, unswerv

ing, and undivided loyalty to the flag." At the same time, he cautioned that 

"the principles of democratic government" differed so greatly from the poli

cies of the "Democratic party" currently in power that black soldiers' will 

to fight might suffer. For the sake of morale and the war effort, McKaine 

appealed to white Americans to embrace the "esprit de corps" that made 

Mrican American men good soldiers and solid citizensY 

To some extent, military esprit de corps worked. After checking in to a 

Red Cross hotel in Tou!, France, a white Southerner, Corporal Clarence 

Trotti, fell asleep in his eight-man bunk. Looking over the next morning, 

Trotti wrote his nephew back in the United States, that he "saw a great big 

black negro sleeping along side of me." Sharing the bunk with the black sol

dier was "all righ~ I suppose," he conceded, but he could only imagine "what 

would have accurred [sic]" if "a thing like that had happened in Atlanta or 

down South." Still, although Corporal Trotti accepted having a black bunk

mate in the topsy-turvy of wartime France, he later observed that other viola

tions of Jim Crow went too far. Complaining that too many French people 

welcomed African Americans on equal terms, Trotti warned folks back home 

that when black soldiers returned home, "we all are going to have trouble on 

our hands." He instructed his family to "get my two guns ready" because 

h Id " . h d'" l' d "M N "42 t ey wou come m an y m sett mg own r. egro. 

Osceola McKaine celebrated the openness that threatened Clarence 

Trotti. In the United States, McKaine had to implore whites to think of Af

rican Americans as comrades, if not as brethren. In France, by contrast, he 

could argue that he felt "really free." Commenting on his regiment's "won

derful reception everywhere" they traveled throughout France, he wrote to 
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white artist Orlando Rouland that for the first time he got to "taste real lib

erty," to enter unself-consciously into French people's "most intimate affec

tions" and "in a phrase, 'to be a man.' "43 Unlike his Philippines service where 

African American soldiers established their position in contrast and kinship 

with other people of color, service in France involved making war against 

white Germans, making friends with other white Frenchmen, and-although 

McKaine played down physical intimacy in his letter to Rouland-making 

love to white French women. Far more than when fighting for empire, fight

ing in France offered African Americans the opportunity to blur the bound

aries so critical to maintaining white supremacy. 

Indeed, the opportunity represented by France conceptually took on 

more importance than the actual social relations and political realities of the 

country. l'i;.ven as they walked, fought, and died on French soil, black soldiers 

viewed the country through the obfuscating haze of their own experiences in 

the United States. For McKaine and countless other African Americans, 

"France" came to stand as America's promise fulfilled, a truer and more open 

democracy. Using language implicitly sexual and explicitly Biblical, McK

aine painted France as the promised land. Black soldiers who landed there, he 

argued, felt as "Elijah must have" when he first "penetrated the inner portals 

of the heavenly gates."44 

Henry Berry and William Dyer echoed Lieutenant McKaine's sense of 

awe over their new surroundings. Berry thought Brest, the Breton port town 

where he landed, a "rambling, strange-looking city" populated with even 

"stranger looking people." Although first struck by the traditional Breton 

dress and wooden clogs of its inhabitants, Berry could not help but also 

notice that most of the people he saw "were women and girls, old men and 

children."45 In Brittany, devastated by war, few young men remained. William 

Dyer noticed it, too. The reverie that enveloped him as he passed through 

"the oldest and oddest" city that he had ever seen dissipated upon seeing 

the "sadness on the faces of the inhabitants."46 Women working outside 

clad in mourning and children begging and performing for pennies drove 

home the toll-personal, economic, and demographic-exacted by four years 

of war. 

Arrival at the barracks, after a three-mile hike down what an American 

visitor labeled "one of the bleakest roads in Brittany," offered an unwelcome 

distraction from previous sights; for conditions at Camp Pontanezen indi

cated that the war would exact a toll on American soldiers as wellY "Terrible 
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and dirty," the "horrid old" Pontanezen barracks retained an aura of the 

prison camp it had once been under Napoleon.48 Although the ground was 

not nearly as treacherous as it would become several months later when the 

mud would ~et knee high, as it had done-a reporter later noted in an expose 

of the camp s miserable conditions-every winter "since the days of the late 

Charlemagne," it still caused problems.49 Trying to pitch his tent on the rain

saturated ground, Berry found himself stuck in a "slippery, soggy scene of 

mud." Filthy, exhausted, and "to some extent disgusted," he found that his 
enthusiasm for France had temporarily waned.50 

Ely Green marked his landing at Brest as the moment when his "dreams" 

of garnering a man's respect began to come true, but he observed also that 

the barracks, located on more than six hundred acres of swampy land, seemed 

more fit for animals than men. To Green, they resembled "barns, cold and 

d~mp" and inhospitable. For all their talk of manhood and glory, the "first 

nIght of warfare living" left the soldiers in Green's unit feeling "a bit blue." 

The battalion's funk only deepened after the majority of them contracted 

food poisoning from the canned salmon fed them their first few days ashore.51 

Nevertheless, the shock of their initial encounter with French terra in

firma would quickly give over to the excitement of new experiences. Of the 

two million American troops who came to Europe either to fight or to toil 

750,000 passed through the camps at Brest, but for the majority of thos~ 
troops, the ports of entry functioned simply as gateways to the rest of the 

country. Many black stevedore regiments stayed in Brest, but other labor 

batta~ions joined a multiracial throng of workers in busy ports such as St. 

Nazalre, Le Havre, Bordeaux, and Marseilles. Some of the labor battalions 

~eaded inland, charged with building the infrastructure that carried mate

flel from the ports to the front lines. The 365th, 366th, 367th, and 368th In

fantry Regiments who made up the 9znd Division were sent off for further 

c.ombat training in the Haute Marne in northeastern France, while the Na

tional Guard units became the four regiments of the 93rd Division, the 369th 
through the 37znd, and joined the French Army. 

A Tough Deal 

All the African American men who served in France engaged the war on dif

ferent fronts, in different ways. Working on the docks in St. Nazaire, for ex

ample, Sergeant Ely Green would not run up against the same troubles that 

AT WAR IN THE TERRESTRIAL HEAVEN 
123 

Weighed upon the combat officers who had graduated from Fort Des Moines 

and joined the 9znd Division. Likewise, Haywood Hall, who held no ~re
tense of patriotism or aspiration to status, would sidestep the soul-crushmg 

disillusion that nearly drove Rayford Logan mad. Yet for all their diversity of 

perspective and experience, these men's war stories contribute.d to a coh~sive 
picture of the disaffection that would radicalize a generation of African 

American men. 
Having made it to France, Ely Green repeated his vow to "be a man at any 

cost," and he would have stuck to his guns if anyone had proven willing to 

issue them to him.52 Green tried in vain to receive a transfer to the infantry, 

bur Judge Dunlap had used the long reach of his power and patronage to 

keep his favorite servant away from the front. More concerned with Green's 

physical safety than his quest for manhood, the Jtdge ~ant~d to ensure t~at 
Green stayed out of harm's way even if it meant confinIng him to the service 

battalions. Denied entry into a combat division, Green became a noncom

missioned officer in a company of stevedores in St. Nazaire. The exchange, 

d · I" hdl"53 Sergeant Green note simp y, was a toug ea . 
For the duration of the war, the camps around St. Nazaire would set the 

boundaries of the lives of Ely Green and twenty thousand other black and 

white soldiers stationed there with the SOS. Like Brest to its north, St. 
" dd b· "54 Nazaire struck the African American troops as 0 ut picturesque. 

Nestled in the crook of the Atlantic coast and the Loire Rver, its narrow 

streets and clay houses, cafes and little shops made the town seem quintes

sentially French. However, the soldiers who passed through this second larg

est port of American embarkation found themselves in an environment dra

matically transformed by the American presence. 
St. Nazaire during the war grew into the "greatest freight port of the Ex

peditionary Forces."55 In the process it became one part France and one part 

Old West. So many prostitutes descended on the city after the creation of the 

American camps that a local paper declared the town, "infested" with "women 

of loose morals."56 American troOps, delighted to find the wicked French 

women that reformers had warned them about, provided enough business to 

keep at least 300 brothels afloat. The paper decried the American-spurred 

boom, claiming that it put at risk "honest women" who had to endure the 

"filthy proposals" of overstimulated soldiers and innocent children who had 

to witness the scandalous behavior.57 French observers noted that the Ameri

can presence endangered the public in more direct ways as well. American 
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troops-"Sammies," they were called-showed an unnerving fondness for 

firearms. Soldiers carried their pistols like playthings, brandishing them to 

threaten cafe owners and farmers or simply to startle passersby in the street. 
Even the military policemen, civilians complained, whipped out their guns 
"with excessive ease" whether they wanted to frighten a suspect, kill him, or 
simply signal for other MPs to come help. 58 The streets of St. Nazaire became 
an American playground, with many troops on their worst behavior. 

Herded into camps surrounded by barbed wire, with passes into town 
"as hard to secure as American gold," African Americans in the SOS missed 
much of the frontier-style lawlessness that overwhelmed the city.59 MOVing in 

an orbit that circled from camp to dock with only an occasional foray into 

town, African Americans stationed at St. Nazaire engaged one another and 
their white fellow soldiers more than they did the civilians around them. 

Mostly, though, they just worked. Laborers in France found themselves in 
only marginally better conditions than the laborers they had left behind in 

Newport News. While the engineer battalions around them built the docks, 

railroads, roads, and warehouses that made up the infrastructure of the nine 
camps near St. Nazaire, black stevedores unloaded supplies. 

Largely considered the dregs of the military forces-and in the case of 

black men, a servant class for white soldiers-laborers were driven to the brink 
of emotional and physical exhaustion. A sympathetic white captain in Bor

deaux was appalled to realize that his company of black stevedores had re
ceived only two days off in six weeks, and that his men on the night shift had 
to work fourteen hours without food. When he protested on their behalf, he 
found that "the sentiment seemed to be everywhere that the men were 'only 
niggers.' "60 

In both St. Nazaire and Brest, an investigator on conditions of black sol
diers repo.rted~ "the hardest work on the docks was done by exclUSively by 
blac~ soldIers. Gangs of workers coaled ships and unloaded cargo, moving in 

one Instance 30,000 tons of cargo in a day.61 They put in sixteen-hour days 

and, Ely Green recalled, sometimes pulled twenty-four-hour shifts. They were 

"glutt,?ns for ,:"ork," white reporters wrote, "shuffling, grinning, happy-go
lucky plantatIOn Negroes too simple and sturdy to mind the effort.62 Ger

man prisoners of war got right to the point, mocking the stevedores in Green's 
squad as "slaves" and noting in one instance that the Army had black soldiers 
tOiling i~ the rain while the Germans stayed dry under tarps. When Sergeant 

Green trIed to preserve morale among his bitter crew by reminding them that 
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they were "fighting for democtacy," one of his fellow noncoms shot back, 

d d "63 "Dont you say a word about democracy. There ism any am emocracy. 

Overworked and undersupplied, men found it hard to believe in Ely 
Green's or Woodrow Wilson's democracy. Despite occasional public focus on 

the "tremendous and unprecedented" scale of their work, black stevedores 
64W; ki ·h often toiled without proper clothing, equipment, or respect. or ng Wit 

troops in Young Men's Christian Association (YMCA) camps near St. Nazaire, 
Addie Hunton and Kathryn Johnson heard accounts of the first harsh wimer, 

when black stevedores "plunged through the deep mud" on their way from 

camp without the oilskin boots issued to others. Once at the docks, they 
"handled the cold steel and iron without gloves."65 The labor battalions' ef

forts, which appeared "superhuman" given the "const~ntly unfair att,itude" 
displayed by their white officers, strengthened Huntons and Johnsons con
viction "that the colored man was in the war to justify his plea for democ

racy."66 Looking around the camps at St. Nazaire, at the "cruel injustice" that 

was often black soldiers' recompense, the two women fumed at the sight of 

democracy denied. On the faces of soldiers who had once thought the war 

would bring opportunity, Hunton and Johnson saw only the stoic "endur
ance of an outraged manhood."67 In St. Nazaire in the midst of war, democ

racy seemed as far off as New York or Ohio. 

Ely Green clung to his faith in the meaning of military service, neverthe

less, like a drowning man clutching a life preserver. Months after their arrival 

in France, Sergeant Green and his men still lacked basic supplies. As crew 
leader, he requested boots and gloves for his platoon, telling his captain that 

after ten straight days of rain, their hands had begun to bleed and that, while 

they were unloading a shipment of meat the night before, "we had to use our 
socks for gloves." When the captain dismissed him with vague promises and 

little concern, Green gritted his teeth and reminded himself that his alle
giance lay with the uniform the officer wore, no matter how he felt about the 

man who wore it.G8 

Other black troops in the SOS struggled to balance loyalty and disillu

sion. James Crawley, a railroad worker from central Virginia who served near 

Brest, considered himself as "patriotic as any man" but described his overseas 

experience as "deplorable." As a member of the 538th Engineers, he had 

"worked all the time," yet he "felt as if my country did not appreciate my ser
vice as a true American." Although he continued to believe in "the principles 

for which we fought," he thought African Americans had given "all to gain 

! 
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for everyone except ourselves." For Crawley, the take-home message of his 

overseas service was not one of national identiry or military affiliation. The 

Army "lack[edJ the true democratic spirit," he realized, but "God made all 

men to live on the earth dependent on each other" nevertheless.69 

God might have made all men interdependent, but the Army made some 

more subject than others. Sergeant-Major Charles Williams traveled to Mar

seilles with the 8IIth Pioneer Infantry expecting the "good feeling of brother

hood and fair play" he had found at camps in England. Instead, he found "an 

intense race feeling" rampant "among our own Americans, supposed to be 

our comrades in arms." Williams tried to reassure readers of the NfW York 
Age that "even amid trying circumstances," most labor troops outwardly "re

mained loyal to the Stars and Stripes," but for many troops the encroachment 

of Jim Crow had drained that loyalty of any substantive meaning. While 

Williams expected "to note the growth of democracy in America" on his re

turn to the United States, service abroad convinced other soldiers that white 

men would never share power willinglyJo To Dean Mohr, a first sergeant in 

the 329th Service Battalion, it seemed instead that whenever white noncom

missioned officers oversaw African American soldiers, they would "take more 

than their authority."7] Military service did not offset racial hierarchies, it 

entrenched them. 

Military service also made racial tensions worse. After five months in 

France, the men of the 506th Engineer Service Battalion stationed at Camp 

St. Sulpice near Bordeaux had begun to chafe "under the yokes of homesick

ness, racial propaganda, lack of incentive ... and the woman question." By 

the time their chaplain E. M. M. Wright joined their unit, they had come to 

believe, as one black captain informed him, "that the only good white man 

is a dead one with the marble slab securely fastened."72 Army authorities 

gleaned enough of African Americans' discontent to worry that "practically 

every member of the Negro labor battalions" who returned to the United 

States would have "secreted somewhere about their person" a "revolver" for 

use in the "race war" they believed was being fomented by African Americans 

at home. A white officer with the II2th Ammunitions heard similar rumors.?3 

Upon returning home to Marietta, Georgia, he wrote to warn Military Intel

ligence that "the Pioneer Negro Infantry who were working in [the] salvage 

ammunition and small arms dumps were all in possession of Government 

automatic pistols or revolvers." He cautioned the authorities that "[p]racti
cally every man" had one74 
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out alive. For their own safery, he urged his company to obey all Army regu

lations. More than he had in the past, Green echoed his men's skepticism 

about talk of democracy. "I am not fighting for the Government men," he told 

them, "I am fighting for your and my servival."82 

Survival meant weathering the Jim Crow Army with soul intact. It also 

meant reaching the end of the day in one piece; accidents on the docks fre

quently left men injured or killed, including a young sergeant that Green saw 

die when a hatch cover sliced him in half at the waist. Additionally, for Green, 

survival meant holding on to his sense of himself as a man so that he could 

continue to believe himself entitled to citizenship rights. He continued to be

lieve that if they worked hard enough, if they overcame white soldiers' ten

dency to dismiss them as what the camp newspaper called "the ordinary run 

of colored labor," the men of the SOS could exchange accolades for recogni

tion as American citizens.83 He held fast to the belief that black men could be 

in a position to demand their rights, whether or not white Americans wanted 

to grant them. Sustaining that faith, cushioning it from the body blows of fel

low soldiers intent on destroying it, also sustained the rest of his beliefs-in 

justice, in social change, and in God. Unlike his men, Green could not insu

late himself with a steadying cynicism. The only alternative to his hope was 

nihilism. 

Imagining France saved Green from despair. Enclosed in a Jim Crow 

"hell" in the American camps, Ely· Green and other African Americans con

structed the France outside of their camp as the promised land. On that truly 

foreign soil, "where free men lived and died," Green believed that there was 

none of the crippling prejudice that infected the camps at St. Nazaire.84 To 

him, beyond the limits of the American camps lay Osceola McKaine's "ter

restrial heaven." Others felt the same way. Marching through the French 

countryside, Henry Berry took a moment to appreciate that among the French 

he was "not a savage, not a mere educated dog, but a human being ... having 

the right to live and be happy in the beautiful world."85The country was "too 

proud to be other than just" and "too liberty loving to deny freedom to even 

the darkest skin," black war correspondent Ralph Tyler rhapsodized. Estab

lishments opened their doors to anyone who could pay and "deport them

selves as people of culture."86 Issuing a challenge to America upon his return 

from the war, a former Lieutenant declared in the pages of the socialist Mes

senger that "France has solved and exemplified" to African Americans "the 
world-long struggle for freedom."87 
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A World Ruled by White Americans 

Even if France remained black Americans' grand illusion, they could never 

actually escape the hard reality of segregation. For men like Rayford Logan, 

raised on uplift and the doctrine of the Talented Tenth, the disjuncture be

tween France's promise and America's betrayal produced a form of]im Crow 

shell shock. Surrounded by white supremacists in the Army, Logan fought 

his own "private war" alongside the Great War, and he admitted later that 

even as a veteran he never grew able to discern what the war had done to his 

personality "or which war had done what."88 As an officer "and a gentleman" -a 

point he stressed vigorously-Logan brooked no offense.89 When he over

heard some white officers in his quarters complaining that Mrican American 

soldiers "were being 'spoiled' by the French people in general and French 

women in particular," he erupted. Logan waited long enough for one of them 

to vow to put African Americans "back in their place" when they all got back 

to the United States before he furiously entered the room and "cussed them 

out."90 Logan also threw a book at a Red Cross nurse who shrieked when she 

found him in a hospital room, dressed down a white junior officer he over

heard berating a black stevedore, and ordered the arrest of enlisted white men 

who refused to salute him in the street.91 By the time he received his honor

able discharge in Brest, Logan had grown exhausted from his arrow-backed 

defense of his status and uniform. His struggle against" discrimination, hu

miliation, embarrassment" ultimately left him convinced that he "hated white 

Americans." Having enlisted in 1917 flush with patriotic fervor, Logan refused 
in 1919 to consider leaving Europe for home.92 

Some soldiers had never believed long enough to share Logan's or Green's 

crisis of faith. The men in Haywood Hall's unit fought because they were 

brave, because it was their job, or because survival required it. Even as they 

faced the Central Powers on the Western Front, they voiced what Hall dubbed 

the "now familiar" refrain: "what are we doing over here?" It was American 
"crackers," not Germans, that they "should be fighting."93 

In Charles Houston's experience with the 92nd Division, it felt like black 

and white Americans were fighting each other and not the Germans. Hous

to~ spent the war in field artillery training at Camp de Meucon in Vannes, 
BrIttany. There, German prisoners of war passed on the "propaganda" they 

had heard from their white guards: that the Fort Des Moines graduates "were 

an inferior grade of officer," that "white soldiers did not have to obey" them, 
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and that they were in field artillety school "merely to learn how to take care 

of the equipment." Lieutenant Houston had gone into the Army with enough 

skepticism about Woodrow Wilson and European empire to know that the 

"war was just not [his] fight." He had joined to avoid the draft and because 

he believed that citizenship, having a "say about how [the] countty was run," 

required "sharing evety risk the country was exposed to." Even so, "the hate 

and scorn showered on" black officers by their "fellow Americans" further 

convinced Lieutenant Houston "there was no sense in my dying for a world 

ruled by them."94 
African American soldiers could barely step outside the world ruled by 

white Americans, and encounters in France-with German prisoners, white 

nurses, or white soldiers-often underscored the evanescence of the terres

trial heaven. With its medieval spires and high stone walls, Vannes resembled 

something from a French storybook. For black officers, eager to learn French 

and willing to reach out to civilians, the picturesque coastal town came as a 

delight. Charles Houston and his friends got on well with the Vannetais, es

pecially "the ladies of the town" who displayed "a keen interest" in the young 
officers. But within weeks of the Des Moines graduates' arrival, ''American 

race prejudice had got itself organized" to end their Breton idyll. Segregation 

signs went up in dining rooms, and black officers were shunted to the worst 

corners of the American officers' hotel. White officers warned hotel maids 

that black soldiers would likely try to assault them and that white men would 

protect them as they did women in the United States. Such claims "fell on 

deaf ears," Houston found; he and his friends continued building relation

ships with Vannes shopkeepers, families, and young women even as they 

moved warily around white Americans.95 

As segregationists faltered in attempts to inculcate foreigners with the 

American strain of white supremacy, they strove even harder to remind sol

diers that black men's place remained fixed no matter where they traveled. In 

Vannes one Saturday night after the Armistice, white soldiers' disapproval of 

interracial liaisons hardened into rage and then erupted into a near riot. 

Houston termed it a near lynching. He had gone out with three other officers 

and bumped into a pair of French "sporting girls," camp followers, who had 

become the "special pets" of two white captains from the American Army. 

The women flirted enough with Houston's friends to incense the white cap

tains, who called in a "mob" of officers and enlisted men to put the black of

ficers "back in their places."96 
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No townspeople stood in the plaza where the mob had gathered. They 

"were all locked down in their houses" where they retreated when American 

soldiers took over their streets. The four black officers faced enlisted men 

"milling around" and an officer "yelping" about" 'niggers' forgetting them

selves just because they had a uniform on." The four men countered that they 

"had done as much for America as anybody" and challenged the white offi

cers in the group to come forward and fight like men. Houston did not feel 

too frightened; he figured the enlisted men would not risk hitting a superior 

officer, even a black one, and he felt sure his group could take the officer in a 

fair fight. All the same, he found the whole situation "messy." At one point, a 

French guard squad appeared in the plaza, and Houston hoped they would 

be "the answer" to his predicament. When the French squad cut right through 

the crowd "oblivious" or indifferent to the Americans' fight, he "had a feeling 

of being deserted by friends."97 

French friends could not save black soldiers from the violence that under

girded Jim Crow. Eventually the captain of the military police came and 

broke up Charles Houston's confrontation in the Vannes plaza, but conflicts 

continued between the black and white soldiers until his group rejoined their 

division and left for home.98 South ofVannes in Brest, a black sergeant from 

Kentucky got a bottle smashed over his head for venturing into a cafe that 

white soldiers had declared segregated space. The soldier, Sergeant William 

Cox, had frequented the cafe enough to know the proprietor "well," and he 

continued toward the counter even after the white men had ordered him out. 

"I have as much right to be here as you have," Cox stated right before white 

soldiers struck him. Either during the altercation or after, two of the white 

men were shot, and while the Army did nothing about the bottle attack, it 

charged Cox, who maintained his innocence, with assault and battery with 

intent to kill. Cox found the "environments of the army" so "bad that it is al

most impossible to keep straight." American ''Anglo-Saxons'' were "trying to 

start segregation and prejudice in this far away land," he wrote home to his 

family, noting that officers called him "all kinds of 'Niggers'" as they investi

gated the fight.99 

As chilling as black soldiers found physical attacks in the Army, they 

found the legal structure that bolstered Jim Crow even more disheartening. 

Sergeant Cox begged his father to pray for him as he awaited court martial, 

since they both knew how African Americans suffered when they " face [dj 

the court all on one side."lQo Ely Green knew that suffering, too. He warned 
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his men in St. Nazaire to steer clear of the stockade because the "brutish 

wolves" who guarded it would torture black stevedores to secure racial con

trol. Green and his squad were, practically speaking, "in a helpless posi

tion."lOl Haywood Hall's brother Otto bounced from guard house to guard 
house while serving with labor battalions in St. Nazaire and Le Mans. Hay
wood described Otto's guards as "sadistic" and his brother as "bitter and 
disillusioned."102 Guards did not reserve all their abuse for black soldiers

white veterans told plenty of tales of beatings inside the stockade-but the 

systematic blurring of legal and extralegal violence bound African Ameri
cans more deliberately.lo3 

Lynching offered the most graphic reminder that Jim Crow trailed black 
soldiers in France. Veterans traded accounts of what they had seen: decom

posi~g black bodies with nooses still on them dug up by the Graves registry; 

mutJ~ate~, black ~odies in St. Nazaire, identified only as victims of "the nig
ger hIler ; pleadmg men begging for their lives when white engineers sought 
vengeance for a riot in Gievres. lo4 Senior Army officials denied most allega
tions of lynchings, but soldiers held fast to their claims. The terror did its 
work under the cover of official denials. 

Legal executions, those hangings that came after a trial, still had a vicious 

and demonstrative edge. Haywood Hall's unit walked into the lingering 
shadow of a hanging in the Lorraine village, but other Mrican American sol

diers witnessed hangings more directly. A chaplain with the 356th Engineers 

recounted to a black YMCA worker in St. Sulpice details of the execution of 
a "green COUntry boy" for attempted assault on an elderly French woman. 

The soldier, a nineteen-year-old South Carolinian, spoke no French but 

",:anted to ~ay the woman to have sex with him. When "the woman accepted 
hIS money, the chaplain explained, "he thought this opened the way for 
him." They boy "never should have been hanged," the chaplain felt. In con

trast, t~e chaplain recounted another tale where a white soldier in the camp 

c~mmltte~ rape but only received twelve years. In another case, the Army 
tned to pm rape of a nine-year-old girl on "some light colored" Mrican 

American even though a French witness identified the suspect as a white 
marine. 105 

L!eutenant William Dyer also attested to the travesty of Army justice. 

Dur~~g the la~t mon:h of the fighting, Dyer had come to run an infirmary in 
the dreary lIttle VIllage" of Belleville. Tucked in a valley with hills all 

around, Belleville sat within shooting distance of Belgium and Germany and 
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just past French villages already abandoned to the war. Dyer worked ami~st 
desolation-fending off the flu in the face of "constant cold and ramy 

h "during the day and staying up listening to air raids and artillery fire 
weat er " 'bl" h' 
at night. Yet, for all the devastation around him, the. most ter~l e t l~g 
that he named in Belleville was the hanging of an Afncan AmerIcan soldIer 
in an open field near his building. The soldier had been convicted of a grim 
deed raping a sixty-year-old French woman, but Dyer considered the order 

, d I h' "106 
"so openly and poorly carried out that it was rightly terme a ync mg. 
Between illness and accident, Dyer and his fellows doctor would see count
less more deaths, all "pitiful" and tragic, but it was the soldier's execution, 

they felt, that most "dampened our ambitions."lo7 Dyer found, as had EI: 

Green and Charles Houston, that for all its supposed grandeur and ghastlI

ness, the violence that characterized the Great War could be eclipsed by the 

prosaic devastations oOim Crow. 

Mrican American soldiers navigated the porous borders between the front 
and the homefront, the foreign and the domestic. If white supremacy acted as 

a form of gridding-creating spaces within spaces-in the AEF, then both 

black and white soldiers used French streets to test the boundaries of those 

spaces. That constant friction would embitter many Afri~n American ~en 
and harden others. It would force them either to clutch theIr sense of natIon

alism even more desperately, as Ely Green did, or to abandon it, as Rayford 

Logan seemed to. Such friction would also move them to find validation 
and elaboration of their manhood in other quarters-in French homes and 

French arms-but it would never be enough. Freedom in the United States 

could not come through the French imaginary. 
Still, serving overseas offered its own kind of grace. It gave black soldiers 

"the world's experience," as the aptly named Christopher Columbus Watts 

explained upon coming home to Virginia with a medal from the French Army 
and a disability from gas attacks on the Western Front. Watts felt certain that 

"the Negro deserve[d] much different" than what he had received from 

America, but he did not regret volunteering. Somehow, in the midst of his 

travails, he managed to glimpse the world. !Os 
Fighting Jim Crow could only obscure, not occlude, the world that existed 

beyond the bounds of American military life. African American soldiers' or

deals and expectations mediated their encounter with France, but encounter 
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it the: nevertheless did. Even as the war amplified American and African 

AmerIcan nationalism, the interactions among African Americans, Europe

ans, and French colonials would begin to spawn a new, more international 

consciousness. Freedom struggles in the months after the Armistice would 

demonstrate the developing ways in which African American soldiers viewed 

themselves in relation to other broader communities of color. With changes 

wrought b: World ~ar I, internationalism-or, more in the case of many 
black soldIers, particular forms of internationalized nationalism-would 

cease to be the provenance simply of intellectuals. As President Wilson -

rived .in France to secure international peace on American terms, Afric: 

AmerIcans sought to use the world stage to secure freedom in America. 

5 

The World's Experience 

Sergeant Christopher Columbus Watts had called it "the world's experi

ence," the privilege of seeing beyond the insistent borders of the United 

States. His fellow Virginian, James Royal Steptoe, articulated the same sense 

of discovery. Steptoe had traveled from his home in the Shenandoah Valley to 

fight with the 367th Infantry on the Western Front. A barber by trade before 

and after the war, Steptoe came back feeling weaker in body but "broader" in 

mind. While other soldiers documented the insults and injuries of fighting 

Jim Crow abroad, Steptoe proclaimed his overseas service "the greatest expe

rience" he would "ever have:'! 
In Europe, African Americans sat nested between international visions 

and domestic ambitions. If toiling in St. Nazaire forced Ely Green to refract 

notions of manhood and citizenship through the prism of a Jim Crow army, 

for example, then it also enabled him to refine those notions through limited 

interactions with both white Europeans and foreign people of color. During 

a shift spent unloading a meat ship just two days before the November 1918 

Armistice, Ely Green struck up a conversation with the boat's Belgian cap

tain. He had sought out the captain because a fellow stevedore had advised 

him always to meet the commander of any ship he worked; they could 
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Introduction 
James Preston Spencer was born on June 15, 1888, in Charlotte Court House. VIr
ginia. The small town, nestled in the heart of Charlotte'County, drew its name 
and claim (0 historical significance fro;n the red-bricked, white-columned 
coqrthouse designed by Thomas Jefferson in 1823. James's parents, William and 
Bettie Spencer, raised an impressive young man. He graduated from high school 
and, by the spring of 1917, had enrolled as a student at Vrrgini;!. Normal and 
Industrial Institute in Petersburg, Vrrginia, founded in 1882 as the nation's first 
fully state-supported college for African Americans. He received a solid educa
tion and even gained a bit of rudimentary military ins~ction, mostly likely in 
the form of basic drilling. The college experience also sharpened Spencer's raeW 
consciousness and political awareness. The tension between loyalty to race and 
loyalty to nation Spencer and so many other African Americans struggled to 
reconcile became potentially a matter of life or death when, in the summer of 
1917, he received a draft notice. His choice was clear. "I felt that it was my patri
otic duty to serve my country at the most critical hour in the Nation's history," 
Spencer reflected, "though my Race had not been given the proper rights."l 

Spencer carried this attitude into his October 16, 1917, indu,ction at Camp 
Lee, where. at the age of twenty-nine, he became part of the 1SSth Depot Bri
gade,2 While he may have received some limited training, Spencer, like most 
black. soldiers in the American army during the war, worked, toiling at Camp 
Lee for six months under strenuous conditions that made him "mentally more 
alert to the political social patterns of the day." Spencer's fortunes changed, 
however, when he received orders to join the 370th Infantry Regiment, formerly 
the Eighth Illinois National Guard, one of the four regiments of the all-black. 
Nmety-third Division, as it prepared to depart for France. Spencer left Hobo
ken, New Jersey, aboard the SS Finland on April 30, 1918, and arrived on May 12 
at the French port city of St Nazaire, crowded with thousands of African Ameri - . 
can stevedores, as well.as laborers from Africa, Southeast Asia, and other parts 
of the globe. War had taken James Spencer far from Vrrginia and transplanted 
him in a new world of different people. languages, customs,· and ideas. 

Spencer spent only a few days at St Nazaire before proceeding to the town 
of GrandvillaJ;s near the French-Swiss border. St Nazaire and other port cities 

""" . 



in France, however, remained home to thousand$ of black Services of Supply. 

troops, consigned to labor duties for the duration of their time in the army. 

Jim Crow segregation defined many of their experiences, from the quarters 

they slept in to participation in Young Men's Christian Association (YMCA) 

recreational activities. But unlike the majority of African American soldiers in 

France who shouldered shovels instead of rifles, Spencer actually fought The 

Ninety-third Division was one of only two black combat divisions established 

by the War Department The other, the Ninety-second Division, reached France 

in June of 1918. Orphaned by the American army. the Ninety-third had the 

dubious honor of being the lone American combat division fully incorporated 

into the French fighting forces, arid as such saw extensive action on the western 

front. After a period of training under their French commanders, Spencer and 

the 370th by early July found themselves in the fray, engaging German forces in 

the treacherous terrain of the Argonne Forest After a disillusioning beginning 

to his military experience, Spencer was on the front lines, proving his manhood 

and demonstratirig both his personal valor and that ofhis race more broadly. He 

proudly recalled an incident where his battalion "once marched to the Argonne 

under shell fire from the German artillery which caught the range of the road 

over which we passed for a distance of six. miles." In the face of an intense bar

rage, Spencer and the men in his unit pressed forward, and "instead of getting 

to the deSignated position behind time we got there two hours ahead of time, 

and ~ot an officer or man lost his courage under such a trying situation." Fully 

aware of critics within and outside of the army who asserted African Americans 

would not make good fighting men, Spencer, the 370th, and other black troops· 

determined to prove these skeptics wrong. 
While Spencer and his regiment braved combat in the Argonne, back in the . 

United S~tes W. E. B. Du Bois, the influential editor of the National Assochi.

tion for the Advancement of Colored People's journal of news and opinion, the 

Crisis, received a letter; It was from a black man-we do not know his name

who wanted to inform Du Bois about a captain and recruiting officer in the 

370th Infantry Regiment, Leonard W. Lewis.3 Du Bois, who had championed 

the cause of black officers by supporting the creation of a segregated training 

camp at Fort Des Moines, Iowa, viewed men like Captain Lewis as modelS of 

"Talented Tenth" manhood and racial leadership, and thus read the letter with 

interest Lewis, according to the letter writer, felt "supremely optimistic on the 

outlook of the Negro in America both during and after the war," and he ob

served that black men of the 370th currently stationed in France "went over 

very sanguine to do their bit for their country and their people." He went on to 

describe Lewis, other soldiers of the 370th such as James Spencer, and all Afri-
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can American servicemen more generally as "'Torch Bearers' to make the world 

safe for democracy and America especially by being men in the truest sense of 

the word compelling a reluctant recognition from both friend and foe." With 
African American soldiers fighting not only to make the world safe for democ

racy but to make democracy a reality for some ten million oppresse.d citizens 

in the United States, black people had to, in his estimation, "forget and tempo

rarily overlook everything tending to bar progress." Many African Americans, 

including a significant number who donned the uniform of the United States, 

re~ed to accept such a bargain. Nevertheless, while not always treated accord

ingly, African Americans remained citizens, a status rife with both contradiction 

and democratic possibility. Reflecting this tension, the letter ended with a strong 

declaration, one that African Americans hopefully and painfully grappled with 

throughout the war and in its aftermath: "This is Our country right or wrong."" 

Torchbearers of,Democracy is about this moment, a crucial period in African 

American history when, during the First World War and its immediate after

math. black people engaged in a fierce struggle to infuse personal and collective 

meaning into the ideals and ~eryday realities of demo.cracy. More specifically. 

it is about James Preston Spencer, Leonard Lewis, and the nearly 400,000 Afri

can American soldiers who served in the United States Army during the war. 

Torchbearers of Democracy explores the complex place and meaning of black 

soldiers in wartime American society, with all· of its ironies. For many Afri

can Americans, black servicemen stood as harbingers-torchbearers-of a new 

dawn of democratic freedom and opportunity reminiscent of Reconstruction 

follOwing the Civil War. Conversely, for many white Americans, black soldiers 

represente.d a distinct threat to prevailing social hierarchies and white suprema

cist visions of American democracy. These symbolic constructions were directly 

informed by the presence, thoughts, and deeds of African American troops 

themselves. Through their participation in the army. black'soldiers wrestled 

with what democracy meant to their individual lives and, increasingly. what 

it meant for black people more broadly. ~e actions of African American sol

diers and veterans and their everyday engagements with the challenges of mili
tary and civilian life, both during and after the 'Yaf, stood at the heart of an era 

. when the very future of peoples of African descent appeared to be .atstake. By 
'- . 

recentering the First World War as a turning point in the struggle for African 

American freedom, citizenship, and self-determination, fI'orchbearers of Democ
racy reflects the hope and threat, the potential and betrayal, and the fulfillment 

and disillusionment of democracy for black people during this time. 

"The world must be made safe for democracy," President Woodrow WIlson 

dramatically pronounced in his legendary war address before the U.S. Congress 



on the evening of April 2, 1917. When he uttered these fateful words, Wilson 
. surely did not anticipate the ideological forces they would unleash and the di
verse assortment of social groups they would inspire. Indeed, democracy, as the 
keyword of the war imd its aftermath, reveEberated with profound domestic and 
global ramifications.s Democracy, however, was at the time and has always been 
a vigorously contested term. It has meant different things to different people in 
different contexts. Most siniply, democracy is a political process and system 
of fundamental rights predicated upon the concept· of rule by the people. It is 
comprised of Various institutions designed to ensure that all citizens have the 
opportunity for effective participation in the political process, the right to vote, 
the ability to gain enlightened understanding, the chance to exert final control 
of the political agenda, and, lastly, to have full inclusion in these opportunities. 
But democracy, particularly throughout American history, has been a work in 
progress .. It has been deeply flawed, inconsistent, and all too often blatantly 
contradictory. Democracy is therefore more than just a way of governing; it is an 
ideal, something to be strived for and constantly perfected. It is a way of think
ing about the world, one's place in it, and the desire to fully realize one's human 
potential.6 

Through the trials of slavery, Reconstruction, and the rise of Jim Crow, 
democracy existed for African Americans as both a powerful ideal and an elu
sive reality. When the clouds of war finally reached A.nu:rlcan shores in the 
spring of 1917, many black people skillfully juxtaposed· the Wilsonian demo
cratic ambitions of the war against their own racially marginalized social and 
political conditions. At the same time, they exploited the broadened rhetorical 
terrain created by Wilson to assert their own vision of democracy, one in which 
black people not only would have political equality and the full rights of Ameri
can citizenship but would be treated and respected as human beings. Estab
lished prewar organizations, such as the National Association ~or the Advance- . 
ment of Colored People (NAACP), the National Association of Colored Women 
(NACW), and the Negro Fellowship League (NFL), as well as a host of postwar 
"New Negro" groups, such as the ·League for Democracy (LFD) and the Uru-

, versa! Negro Improvement Association (UNIA), provided African Americans 
and other peoples of African descent of various ideological persuasionS with 
opportunities to challenge:; racial oppression. The exigencies of the war likewise 
emboldened black people at the everyday level to resist white supremacy; affirm 
their citizenship, and assert their basic humaruty. Most notably, the In:igration 
of some 500,000 black southerners during the war era to the urban North and 
Midwest reflected their desires for social, political, and econoIn:ic equality.' By 
staking claim to democracy as both an effective relationship with the state and 

an imaginative ideal, African Americans viewed the war as a potentially defining 
moment in their history of racial progress and struggle for freedom.s 

But if history prOvided a lesson, expanding'the boundaries of American 
democracy would not materialize from the benevolence of the Wilson adIn:in
istration or suddenly racially enlightened white citizens. African Americans 
would have to fight. As in the Civil War, if African Americans truly sought free
dom, they had to be prepared and willing to pay the cost with their blood. The 
approximately 187,'000 black men who donned the Uruon blue after the Eman
cipation Proclamation were the face of an army of liberation and the ultimate 
destruction of slavery. As they triumphantly marched through the South follow
ing the Civil War, black troops became both symbols and living embodiments 
of freedom and the hopes of a new era characterized by the full incorporation 
of black people as citizens into Am~rican democracy.9 This legacy and its social 
reverberations continued with the exploits of the "Buffalo Soldiers" in the Regu
lar Army and was carried into the twentieth century. Military service and the 
presence of African American soldiers thus emerged as the central issueshaping 
how black people viewed, interpreted, and internalized the contested meanings 
of democracy and citizenship during the years of the First World War.10 

The historical experiences of African American soldiers constitute an im
portant part of the broader story of American participation in the First World 
War. Arthur Barbeau and Florette Henri's The Unknown Soldiers (1974) remains 
the lone study of black troops, although several other important works have re
cently adped to our knowledge of the subject 11 Nevertheless, the place of black 
soldiers in thew-ar has too often been treated as tangential to the larger history of 
American involvement and the place of the conflict in American memory. The 
war experience of black soldiers, and African Americans more generally, has 
been characterized as one of disillusionment and dashed expectations because 
of the resilience of white racism. This view has contributed both to the historio
graphical marginalization of black soldiers and to a failed appreciation for how 
theii' presence shaped the war as a seminal moment in the history of African 
Americans, the Uruted States, and the African diaspora. 12 Moreover, scholars 
have yet to examine the legacy of African American soldiers in the war beyond 
the constraints of diScriminatory military policy, thus leaving crucial aspects of 
their individual and collective experiences unexplored, as well as their sign:ifi
cance in the broader context of wartime and postwar African American his-
tory.u . 

African American soldiers were a diverse lot They came from all walks of 
life, regions of the country, and social backgrounds, from affiuent members of 
the "Talented Tenth" to poor sharecroppers from the southern Black Belt The 
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Regular Army contained some 10,000 African AJ;nerican soldiers, many widt 
extensive prior service, who stood poised to carry on the proud tradition of the 
"Buffalo Soldiers" on the battlefields of France. In addition to their presence, 
a select number of African American National Guard companies quickly filled 
. their volunteer quotas and became some of the first black units mobiliied for 
combat. The majority of black servicemen entered the army through the draft, 

for whiCh an estiIDated 2.3 million black men registered and nearly 370,000 

ultimately served. The bulk of these men came from the South, which, despite 
wartime northern migration, continued to serve as the regional home for most 

black people. . 
They entered a racist army. The· military has historically functioned as a mir-

ror of American society and the political status of African Americans in par
ticular. This held true during the First World War. The "race question" informed 
the thinking of white politicians and military officials and dictated their actions 
in regard to black servicemen. Black men were excluded from the marines and 
limited to only menial positions in the navy. War planners deemed racial segre
gation, just as in civilian life, the most logical and efficient method of managing 
the presence of African Americans in the army. Fully aware of the potential 
of military service to transform the terms of citizenship and the relationship 
of African Americans to the state, military officials attempted to replicate the 
practic~,. customs, and hierarchies of white supremacy as closely as possible 
in the army. A combination of biological racism and historical fears of armed 
black men shaped army policy and the decision to consign the majority of Afri
can American draftees to labor and service units. For black soldiers and offi
cers in the Ninety-second and Ninety-third Divisions, the two all-black combat 
units, the. army went to great lengths to reinforce their marginalized role in the 
American Expeditionary Forces and larger Allied war effort. The select number 
of African American officers fortunate enough to earn commissions had few 
opportunities for upward advancement and coped with unrelenting hostility 
from their white counterparts and superiors. Whether at domestic military in
stallations or in the trenches of France, African American soldiers faced con

stant reminders of the army's ingrained racism. 
While acknowledging this reality, the story of African American service

men in the war does not end here. African American soldiers, as combatants 
and noncombatants, made important and in many instances truly heroic con
tributions to the war effort. Most significant, black soldiers were complex men, 
with complex identities, and as such responded to military service in a variety of 
ways that did not always ~ge exclusively on race and their confrontations with 
racism. Race constituted one dimension of black soldiers' ideological worldview 
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and did not function independently of the contours of their gender, class, politi
cal, regional, international, and diasporic identities.I • Their experiences were 
extremely personal and variegated and cannot be generalized through the nar
row lens of racist military poljcy. Using a broad range of methodological tools • 
a central aim of Torchbearers of Democracy is to demonstrate the diversity of 
African: American soldiers, their breadth of experience, and how the war shaped 
their lives and ide~tities in ways large and subtle, negative and positive. 

The service of African American troops uniquely captured the connections 
between race, nation, manhood, and the obligations of citizenship in the con
t~ of the First World War. The patriotic demands of the war forced African 
Americans to try to make sense of their conflicted status as American citizens. 
This was especially imperative for the thousands of black men called upon to 
potentially ~ve their lives for the nation. African American soldiers, by fulfilling 
the civic obligation of military service, COIl$ciously stakeCl claim to their citizen
ship, manhood, and place in the body politic.lS Without question, the demo
cratic framing of the war and its racial politics profoundly affected many black 
soldiers, who linked their service to larger questions surrounding the future 
of the race and its condition. But the obligations of citizenship for most black 
servicemen assumed more personal dimensions. As their experiences revealed, 
African Ameri~ soldiers did indeed see themselves as American citizens, and 
participation in the army presented a rare .opportunity to infuse this essen
tially moribund political status with life and effective meaning. Black soldiers, in 
particularly those from disadvantaged backgrounds, reaped important tangible 
benefits from their service, such as financial allotments and improvements in 
health and education, that tightened both the material and imaginative bonds 
between AfriCan Americans and the nation-state. It also offered black people 
an opportunity to challenge pejorative conceptions of black masculinity, while 
at the same time upholding and vindicating the broader manhood of the race 
through the heroic valor of military service. With an internalized sense of civic 
obligation, as well as an expectation for democratic reciprocity, many African 
American soldiers came away from their service, in spite of systemic racial dis
crimination, convinced they had successfully fulfilled their patriotic duties, af

firmed their citizenship, and proved their worth as men. 
On and off the battlefield, African American servicemen literally fought for 

democracy, their manhood, and rights as citizens. Many white Americans saw 
black soldiers as a menace, a threat to an idea of democracy rooted in long
standing racial and gender hierarchies. Domestic training camps, cross-Atlantic 
transport ships, French cities and towns, and numerous American communi
ties both during and after the war emerged as sites of violent social and political 
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conflict due to the physical presence of black servicemen. With the specter of. 
mterracial sex frequently lurking in the background, black soldiers and veter
ans regularly clashed with both white soldiers and ci~ans, confrontations that 
blurred distinctions between comrade and enemy. All too often, many black 
soldiers saw white Americans as no different, if not worse, from the German 
"Hun." Following the armistice, many black veterans refused to accept a con
tinued second-class citizenship status, after having sacrificed their blood and 

sweat for the nation and the ca~e of democracy. 
As Torchbearers of Democracy demonstrates, the presence of African Ameri

can soldiers and veterans was, in part, so volatile because of what they symbol
ized. When the author of the before-mentioned letter to w.. E. B. Du Bois de
scribed black soldiers as "torch bearers," he invoked a powerful trope of black 
soldiers as symbols of racial pride, manhood, and citizenship. African Ameri
can servicemen embodied the inherent ~nsions of fighting for a Country that 
denied democracy to its own citizens and the dilemma of remaining loyal to 

both nation and race. The symbolic meanings of black soldiers during the First 
World War, while informed by Civil War and postbellum antecedents, were his

toricallyand contextually specific. Both white and black Americans viewed and 
utilized black soldiers and their symbolisms·in various and often competing 
ways as determined by their respective racial, class, gender, and regional ide
ologies. The First World War and the mass mobilization of military manpower 
brought the symbolic meanings of black soldiers to the forefront of the nation's 
racial consciousness and in turn impacted the course of wartime social relations 

within and outside of the army itsel£ 
The symbolic power of African American soldiers informed the tenor of 

and prOvided crucial organizational fuel for civil rights activism and struggles 
for democracy during the era of the First World War. Race advocates, male and 
female, shaped a public discourse linking black military service to specific claims 
for expanded citizenship rights and broader demands for self-determination.

16 

Black journalists, clergymen, intellectuals, and soap-box orators used African 
American soldiers to unequivocally demonstrate the manhood, loyalty, brav
ery, and respectability of the race ~d their importance to the regeneration of 
democracy. One could not pickup an issue of the Crisis, the Chicago Defender, 
the New York Age, or any black newspaper during the war without reading 
about African American soldiers. Activists ranging from Ida B. Wells-Barnett 
to Marcus Garvey employed African American soldiers and theirvarlous sym
bolisms as part of their strategic arsenal to organize African Americans against 
specific instances of racial discrimination as well as to create broader move
ments challenging white supremacy. The war, black soldiers, and the political 
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meanings of their service became a central theme for "New Negro" radicals 
who espoused a distfuct postwar militant racial consciousness in meeting halls 
and on street corners in Harlem, Chicago, Washington, D.C., and other black 
communities throughout the country. The figure and very idea of the African. 
American soldier profoundly influenced the nature of war-era black protest . 

In the end, black soldiers themselves made the war and postwar period one 
of the most Significant moments in African American history. The eight chap
ters of Torchbearers of Democracy, divided into two parts, chronicle the domes
tic and international experiences of black soldiers and veterans through the 
social, political, military, and cultural history of the World War I era. We begin 
Part 1 with American entry into the war, its democratic framing, and what this 
meant for African Americans broadly and for those black men called upon to 
fight for the J;lation in particular. The experiences of African American soldiers, 
officers, and'dniftees at Houston, Texas, Fort Des Moines, Iowa, and induction 
centers across the GDuntry foreshadowed the extent to which wartime democ
racy would be contested and potentially explosive. From here we explore the 
incorporation of African American soldiers into the nation's army, setting our 
sights on how the WIlson administration struggled over the "question" of Afri
can American soldiers; the efforts of race advocates to influence the govern
ment, and the experiences of black troops in training camps across the country. 
We then delve into the service of African American soldiers, combatants and 
noncombatants, in the United States and in France, and their struggles both 
within and against a racist military power structure. Our voyage with black' 
soldiers during America's short participation in the war concludes in France, 
the central geographic and imaginative terrain upon which the black press dis
cussed the global implications of the war, and where African American soldiers 
through their social interactions with French citizens and African soldiers ex
perienced these implications firsthand. 

Part 2 commences with the armistice and the ironies of peace. African 
American hopes for postwar democratic change, as seen in the pages of black 
newspapers and journals, as well as within black communities throughout the 
country, hinged on the experiences of African American soldiers and the power 
of their service to expand the boundaries of American democracy. We travel 
with African American veterans through the racial battleground of postwar 
American society. back to their homes in the South, as well as to cities like 
Washington; D.C., Chicago, and Thlsa, where they confronted a wave oflynch
ings and race riots that challenged the meaning of all they had fought for. Many 
African American veterans did not passively accept a devaluation of their citi
zenship, manhood, and very lives. They fought back and, as we see through 



the participatory presence of several former soldiers in various postwar "New 

. Negro" organizations and movements, were determined to remake American 

democracy on their own terms. We fittingly end our journey with the place of 

black soldiers and the legacies of their service in African American history and 

historical memory, itself a dynamic arena of both individual and collective intel

lectual, political, and cultural representation. 

The era of the First World War represents a defining moment in American 

history. It likewise marks a critical juncture in African American struggles for 

freedom, citizenship, and true democracy. Torchbearers of Democracy demon

strates that the history of Mrican Americans during the First World War, and 

the very meaning of American democracy itself, is incomplete without the his

tory of African American servicemen. 
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__ PARTIWal 
Negro Soldiers 

These truly are the Brave, 

These men who cast aside 

Old memories; to walk the blood-stained pave 

Of Sacrifice, joining the solemn tide 

That moves away, to suffer and to die 

For Freedom - when their own is yet denied! 

o Pride! 0 Prejudice! When they pass by, 

Hail them, the Brave, for you now crucified! 

These truly are the Free, 

These souls that grandly rise 

Above base dreams of vengeance for their wrongs, 

Who march to war with visions in their eyes 

Of Peace through Brotherhood, lifting glad songs, 

Aforetime, while they front the firing line. 

Stand and behold! They take the field to-day, 

Shedding their blood like Him now held divine, 

That those who mock might find a better way! 

-Roscoe C. Jamison (1917) 
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7.SECTION VII: SECONDARY SOURCES 
 
Numerous scholars have researched, described and analyzed the Battle of Henry Johnson. 
This section provides a selection of excerpts from sources ranging from just after WWI to 
the present. 
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7.7. “Harlem Hellfighters.” Paradis Magazine. Copyright Prosper Keating. 
Courtesy of kaisercross.com who obtained this article from NARA. .............................1005 
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Lost Battalions by Richard Slotkin 

(Excerpt: "The Battle of Henry Johnson: ‘Another Way to Spell 'American'") 
 

Publication Information: Henry Holt and Company, 2005. 
 
Excerpt: Ch. 5, The Politics of Ridicule: The 15th New York Goes to War, October 1917 – May 
1918, Subsection: "The Battle of Henry Johnson: ‘Another Way to Spell 'American'" (pgs 138-
152, plus endnotes). 
 
About the Author: Richard Slotkin, one of the most well-respected historians and social 
commentators of our time, is the Olin Professor Emeritus of English and American Studies at 
Wesleyan University and was recently admitted to the Academy of Arts and Sciences. Slotkin's 
critically acclaimed book, Lost Battalions, examines the World War I contributions of both 
African American and immigrant troops and juxtaposes the heroism such troops displayed 
serving in Europe against the social injustice and discrimination those same groups confronted 
back home. While this is a secondary source, the author’s primary source research is extensive.  
 
Book/Excerpt Description: This source discusses how "The Battle of Henry Johnson" was used 
as propaganda by various groups, both to highlight the contributions of African Americans 
during the war, and to perpetuate racist attitudes of the period. In the following excerpt (with 
notes), Slotkin provides a detailed re-telling of the attack by a German raiding party on two 
sentries (Pvt. Neadom Roberts and Pvt. Henry Johnson) in May 1918. This event would later 
become known as "The Battle of Henry Johnson." Slotkin analyzes the importance of this battle 
since it was used as a public relations tool to bolster public support of the war effort and 
highlight the contributions of African American troops serving. Johnson’s commanders quickly 
identified the public relations value of "The Battle of Henry Johnson." Slotkin examinesthe 
reports of several influential journalists of the day -- specifically, Lincoln Eyre of the New York 
World, Martin Green of the Evening World and Irvin Cobb of the Saturday Evening Post – who 
toured the battle scene and spread the account of Johnson's bravery to their readers.  But 
Slotkin shows the pervasive racism that accompanied even the genuinely positive reports of 
Johnson's heroism -- for instance, the irony that the story "Two Negroes Whip 24 Germans" ran 
in one paper alongside a story titled "Mob Lynches Negro and his Wife". He also examines the 
degree to which the press' coverage of Johnson's heroism perpetuated the many racial 
stereotypes of the time, i.e, Johnson was presented as a"' first-class American' hero" and as a 
"blackface minstrel", in the author’s words. Accordingly, Slotkin concludes that while the 
attention bestowed on Johnson for his undeniable heroism may have been well-intentioned 
and did serve to improve U.S. attitudes about African-Americans generally, it did little to change 
the fundamental racist attitudes of the day. 

 

































Excerpts from Scott's Official History of The American Negro in the World War  
by Emmett J. Scott 

 
Publication Information: Excerpts, including book chapter "Negro Heroes of the War", 
from Scott's Official History of The American Negro in the World War, Scott, Emmett J., 1919 
 
Description: Emmett J. Scott was an African American scholar and historian who served as 
Special Assistant to Secretary of War Newton D. Baker during World War I. He was responsible 
for the recruitment, training and morale of African American soldiers. This "history" is described 
as a "...complete and authentic narration, from official sources, of the participation of American 
soldiers of the Negro race in the World War for Democracy...” It is a favorable and 
contemporaneous account chronicling (in some detail) many of the stories and contributions of 
African American soldiers during World War I. Included is a full chapter on the "Battle of Henry 
Johnson", describing Johnson’s brave actions by an official source. Scott references numerous 
sources in his re-telling, including tributes paid to Johnson by both the Secretary of the Navy 
and the former Governor of New York, as well as Colonel Hayward’s detailed letter to Johnson’s 
wife celebrating her husband’s valor.  
 
 
 













































































“The Battle of Henry Johnson” 
Rank and File by Theodore Roosevelt, Jr. 

 
Bibliographic Information: Book chapter "The Battle of Henry Johnson", excerpted from Rank and File: 
True Stories of the Great War, Roosevelt, Theodore Jr., C. Scribner's Sons, New York, 1928. pp 91-116. 
 
About the Author: Theodore Roosevelt Jr. was the oldest son of President Theodore Roosevelt and was 
himself a war hero in both WWI and WWII. He was the recipient of the Distinguished Service Cross for 
his valor in WWI (when he commanded the Army's 26th Regiment of the 1st Division) after having been 
gassed and wounded at Soissons, and subsequently was awarded the Medal of Honor for his service in 
WWII where he led troops in the D-Day invasion of Utah Beach. Roosevelt also served as Assistant 
Secretary of the Navy, Governor of Puerto Rico, Governor-General of the Philippines and was one of the 
founders of the American Legion.         
 
Description:  

In this chapter, "The Battle of Henry Johnson", Roosevelt provides a detailed account of the 
unequal treatment of black soldiers during WWI and the discrimination suffered by black citizens both 
inside and outside the military.  

Roosevelt gives a comprehensive report on the poor equipment, training and lodging of the 
black troops including the fact that they had no armories, and were stationed wherever they could find 
space. Black applicants for enlistment were given medical exams by a white officer with no medical 
training because no doctors were available. Roosevelt goes on to describe that "[t]here were little or no 
military supplies" -- the whole regiment had only 250 rifles, only 25% of which had bayonets, and "no 
more than a quarter of all men had belts."  When the companies marched through the streets, the 
minimal equipment available was given to the men at the front and flanks, to disguise their rag-tag 
nature. In describing public attitude towards the black divisions, Roosevelt notes "No division wanted 
this Regiment" and that an order was issued consigning them to non-combat guard duty -- an order Col. 
Hayward got rescinded. The 369th received racist threats when briefly stationed in Spartanburg, before 
they were deployed.    

Roosevelt then contrasts the black troops' treatment in the U.S. with their reception by the 
French: "Here, instead of being outcasts, the 15th were accepted in the friendliest of fashion by the 
French troops." The account continues with a description of the trenches and the details of the "Battle 
of Henry Johnson", including the investigation that followed which verified/validated the degree to 
which Johnson and Roberts were outnumbered, and the damage that they inflicted on their German 
attackers. Roosevelt follows with a description of Johnson's wounds which rendered him permanently 
disabled, and the decision made by Colonel Hayward to "...carry him on our roll as the 7th Cavalry 
carried the horse that survived the Custer massacre. He can neither work nor fight, but his presence will 
be good for the morale of the troops." 

A critical passage of this account comes when Roosevelt mentions a German “note-book” that 
confirms all details of “both personnel and casualties” of the raiding party (pg 112). He says that the 
information contained in the German notebook confirmed the details listed in the after action reports. 
The document was recovered after the leader of the German patrol was killed several days after the 
battle on May 15, 1918. 
 
 
 
 





























































Memoir of an American Patriot by Hamilton Fish 
 Chapter 4 “The Fighting 369th” 

 
Bibliographic Information: Fish, Hamilton. Memoir of an American Patriot. Washington D.C.: 
Regnery Gateway, 1991. pgs 25-36. 
 
Description: Hamilton Fish served as an officer of the African American 269th Infantry 
Regiment during WWI. Fish was a New York Assemblyman who volunteered to join the 369th 
as an officer, describes his service, saying 70 years later how he would never forget the deeds 
of Henry Johnson and Needham Roberts. Fish describes his efforts to gain recognition for the 
extraordinary conduct of African-American soldiers in WWI during his term as a member of 
Congress in the 1920s and 30’s.  He describes how racism was an obstacle to his unit in 
battle, and how the story of African-American soldiers fighting for their country should be 
retold to help heal the wounds on both sides.  
 
 
Caroline’s summary has a lot more if more info is needed!! 

































The Unknown Soldiers; African American Troops in World War I 
By Arthur E. Barbeau and Florette Henri 

(pgs. 110-136) 
 

Bibliographic Information: 
 
Content Source:Library of Congress 
Publication Title: The Unknown Soldiers; African American Troops in World War I 
Publisher: Temple University Press, reprinted by Da Capo Press 
Authors: Arthur E. Barbeau and Florette Henri 
Year of Publication: 1974, reprinted in 1996 
Short Description: In a chapter describing the combat tour of the 93rd Infantry Division, the 
authors describe the service of the 369th infantry regiment.  This book makes particular note 
of PVT Henry Johnson’s receipt of the Croix de Guerre, describing his valor in combat and the 
example that it set for the unit. 
 
Description:  
 
Unknown Soldiers describes the overall history of the 369th U.S. Infantry Regiment in which 
PVT Henry Johnson served.  The regiment was among the first American line units deployed 
to France, and it served continuously until its men were the first Allied soldiers to reach the 
Rhine at the end of the war.  This source describes communications from the War 
Department and the H.Q. of the Allied Expeditionary Forces in which they request that the 
French impose Jim Crow-style restraints on contact between the African American soldiers 
and white Frenchmen.  Henry Johnson’s gallantry in combat was the first action for which a 
member of the unit was decorated for valor; it is described as an event which set the tone for 
the unit in all future operations. 
 

http://www.nara.gov/
































































Torchbearers of Democracy; African American Soldiers in the World War I Era 
By Chad L. Williams 

(pgs. 1-10, 108-129, 212-222 & notes) 
 

Bibliographic Information: 
Title: Torchbearers of Democracy; African American Soldiers in the World War I Era 
Author: Chad L. Williams 
Publisher:  University of North Carolina Press 
Copyright Year: 2010  
 
 
Description: Torchbearers of Democracy presents a wide ranging account of 
institutional racism towards the U.S. Army’s African-American soldiers during World 
War One.  It presents a brief overview of the unique experiences of all-black line 
infantry units and pays particular attention to the 93rd U.S. Infantry Division of which 
the 369th was a part.  Henry Johnson’s battle and the subsequent press coverage are 
described as critically important parts of the public discussion on blacks in American 
society.  As a national hero, Johnson became a mirror onto which the country could 
project its own prejudices, or be presented with an alternate view of a previously 
discounted group.  This book chronicles the praise heaped on Henry Johnson by many 
of America’s most recognized newspapers. Describing the coverage, Williams says 
that Johnson’s actions presented “a graphic inversion of racial hierarchy,” by which 
Johnson, through “superhuman strength and courage,” “literally and figuratively 
vanquished the myth of white supremacy and demonstrated the manhood of the 
race.”   Yet despite widespread contemporary acclaim for his proven valor in combat, 
the U.S. Army has thus far refused to recognize Johnson’s actions with a proportional 
award.   
 

 









































































The Soldier’s Burden: Harlem Hellfighters 
Originally published in PARADIS Magazine; Reproduced at kaisercross.com 

 
 
Publication Title: "The Soldier's Burden", Copyright Prosper Keating, originally published 
in PARADIS Magazine, Courtesy of kaisercross.com who obtained this article from NARA. 
 
Summary/Description: Keating describes the details of the Battle of Henry Johnson. It is 
significant to note that he includes a bit more information about the German raiding 
party than other sources. Although the author speculates, he takes an educated guess at 
who the Germans were: “They were probably experienced trench-raiders from the elite 
Sturm-Bataillon 3, whose tasks included snatching prisoners from the Allied lines for 
intelligence purposes. There were many men from Saxon Jäger or light infantry 
regiments in Storm Battalion 3. The Germans were used to the Africans of the French 
Colonial Army but these American blacks were as yet an unknown quantity so they 
dispatched the raiders to bring some back for interrogation.” The absence of citations 
makes this source suspect, but further research suggests that the author’s speculation 
on the German raiding party is consistent with other accounts of the battle (ie, they 
were trained to take prisoners). 
 
 
 



  

 

Text: Copyright Prosper Keating - Originally published in PARADIS Magazine 
Superb original Artwork: Gerry Embleton 
Photos: Reproduced by kind permission of the NARA, Washington 

Around 01:00 hrs on May 14th 1918 in the Afrique sub-sector of the French front line, on the slopes of 

the Aisne river valley by the edge of the Argonne Forest, a 7.92mm Mauser bullet smacked into one of 

the sandbags forming a firing slot in the parapet of Observation Post 29, out in no-man’s land, some 

eighty metres ahead of the main front line.  

  Private Henry Johnson swore under his breath as he ducked back behind the 
parapet. He worked the bolt of his three-shot Berthier M1907 rifle, chambered a 
round, and listened. His comrade, Private Needham Roberts, a preacher’s son 
from Trenton, New Jersey, was already braced against the opposite wall of the 
post, his Berthier at the ready. The seconds ticked by slowly as each man 
concentrated on the silence beyond the wire, listening hard for the small sounds 
that an enemy raiding party might make as they approached through the marsh 
and reeds. Johnson checked the time on the watch that his squad commander 
Corporal London had issued him and put it carefully back in his pocket. It would 
not do to lose or break that watch because the quartermaster would take it out 
of his pay. 
 
Shifting his French-issue helmet back on his head, he peered out through the 
firing slot. Johnson’s firing slot covered a north-easterly arc of observation. 
Roberts peered though his slot, which covered the north-westerly arc. The 
moon was almost full that night, casting its metallic light over the ground to the 
front of the sentry post, creating shadows that might conceal a lurking sniper. 
 

Above: February 12th 1919, abroad the S.S. France: despite the painful 
wounds that would prevent him from returning to work as a railroad porter, Sgt Johnson displays his famous smile 

and the medal that marked him out as America’s top five heroes of the Great War.  

The marshy floor of the observation post sucked at the duckboards under a man’s weight.  Thin tree branches 
expertly woven into a latticework by some French countryman-turned-soldier supported the damp chest-deep 
earthen walls of the trench crowned by a semi-oval sandbag parapet with several slots, or windows, through which 
the occupants could observe a 180° arc of no-man’s land. The slots also served as firing positions. Around the OP, 
some ten metres out, were a couple of lines of rusty barbed wire, strung on pickets, running back towards the 
French front lines, about eighty yards away on the crest of the river valley. 
 
 OP 29 had a grandiose name: 29° Groupe de Combat, but in reality was no more than a rat-infested hole, fortified 
with sandbags, situated on a low knoll on the west side of the Aisne valley, big enough to hold a section of eight 
men. Across the valley, about a third of a mile away, was the German front line.  In front of OP 29, the ground fell 
away towards a band of the sort of waist-high bull grass that grows on marshy ground, and beyond the grass, the 
tree-line defining the river banks. Between the front line and OP 29 was another post, known as 28° Group de 
Combat, connected to the front line by a shallow communications trench. There was no such cover for the final leg 
to OP 29 but the approach lay more or less in dead ground, shielded to some extent from the German lines by the 
knoll and the ground falling gently away on either side. However, German snipers had a habit of crawling out into 
no-man’s land to take shots at anyone they saw so anyone moving between OPs 28 and 29 had to keep low…or run 
very fast.  

Although he could not see anything, he knew the Fritzie sonofabitch who had taken a shot at him was close by, out 
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there in the night just beyond the barbed wire. Rolling back against the trench wall, he took out his notebook and 
pencil, licked the end, and started noting the time and nature of the enemy contact. Johnson and Roberts had the 
watch from midnight to 04:00 hrs and were responsible for sounding the alarm in the event of a German attack. 
They were keeping the boys safe from the “Bush” Germans, that being the way most black Americans of the 369th 
pronounced boche, the derogatory term for the enemy. They also referred to the enemy as Fritzies or Dutchmen.  
 
Henry Johnson and Needham Roberts were part of a five-man patrol, led by Corporal Allen London, assigned to 
stand guard that night by their platoon commander, 1st Lieutenant Richardson Pratt. Johnson was glad he had 
been able to persuade Cpl London not to give the two new boys the dog watch. Fritzie snipers had been shooting at 
them that evening and Johnson had told London he needed men on the job who knew their rifles because the 
Fritzies were up to something. London had laughed, telling him it was his imagination, but he had taken the 
southern boys back with him all the same. Not that Johnson had anything against southern boys. He was from the 
south himself. But many of the old hands resented the southern Negroes being dumped on their unit by a high 
command that did not seem to know or care that there was a gulf of difference between northern city niggers and 
southern field niggers.  
 
Henry Johnson’s wife Edna called him Bill. “Bill ain’t big or nothing like that but he can go some!”, she told a 
visiting newspaperman back home in Albany, New York, when they came calling to the Johnson house at 23 Monroe 
Street to ask her about the first American to win France’s highest award for bravery in the face of the enemy, the 
Croix de Guerre avec Palme, the War Cross with Palm, for his actions in the early hours of May 14th 1918 in a 
lonely observation post out in no-man’s land while serving as a Private with Company C, 1st Battalion, 369th United 
States Infantry Regiment, under the command of the French 4th Army.     

Right: Henry Johnson  
 
Born in 1899 to a dirt-poor black family in Virginia, Henry 
Johnson grew up fast in North Carolina, living a “hand-to-
mouth” existence, as Theodore Roosevelt Jr’s 1928 book, Rank 
and File; True Stories of the Great War (C. Scribner’s Sons, 
New York 1928) described it. Roosevelt, himself a highly 
decorated First World War veteran who would win a 
posthumous Congressional Medal of Honour on Utah Beach on 
June 6th 1944, listed Johnson as one of the top five American 
heroes of the First World War.  
 
Migrating north like so many poor southern rural blacks, Henry 
Johnson came to Albany, New York, in his early teens where he 
found work at Union Station on Broadway as a redcap, as the 
porters hauling baggage and mailbags were known. Just 5’ 4” 
tall and weighing in at 130 lbs, but as strong as an ox from 
baggage handling and shovelling coal, Henry Johnson was 
good-looking, dressed sharply and charmed workmates and 
neighbours alike with his sense of humour, huge smile and a 
laid back southern accent that belied his can-do attitude to life. 
He met Edna, a minister’s daughter sometimes known as 
Minnie, when he was just eighteen and they moved into 23 
Monroe Street, close to Union Station. They had the first of 
three children and married not long before he enlisted in the 
15th New York Infantry Regiment (National Guard) on June 5th 
1917 at the Marcy Avenue Armoury in Brooklyn, following 
America’s entry into the war.  

  The 369th had arrived in France as the 15th New York Infantry Regiment (National Guard), an African-American 
unit authorised in 1913 by the state legislature and raised in Harlem but not formally established until June 1916 
because of opposition from white conservatives fearful of “arming niggers” and, worse, training them in military 
tactics at a time of appalling racial unrest across the United States. In line with segregationist policies, all senior 
officers were white, with a mixture of white and black company grade officers, and all non-commissioned and 
enlisted men were black.  
 
Formed by the famous bandleader and jazzman, James Reece Europe, the 15th’s regimental band was composed of 
Harlem ragtime and jazz musicians; in addition to bringing a swing to marching music some three decades before 
Glenn Miller did it, Lieutenant Europe’s band is generally credited with introducing jazz to Europe. The musicians 
were all combattants too. Jim Europe, who commanded the Machine Gun Platoon in France, is said to have been 
the first African-American officer of The Great War to enter a front line trench. Before returning to the United 
States, where Jim Europe would be stabbed to death in a row by one of his bandsmen, perhaps suffering from Post-
Traumatic Stress Disorder, the Harlem Hell Fighters’ band made recordings of some of their tunes, which survive to 
this day.  
 
The 15th was the first African-American unit to be sent overseas after America declared war on Germany in 1917. 
The “Black Rattlers”, as the men of the 15th were nicknamed,  were a headache for the American High Command 
as none of the divisional commanders wanted them, either because of crude racism or because they questioned the 
military aptitude of black soldiers. The commander of the 42nd “Rainbow” Division is said to have told the Rattlers’ 
commander, Colonel William Hayward, that black was “…not a colour of the rainbow”.  
 
When the Rattlers arrived in France, they were disarmed and put to work in the port of Saint-Nazaire, labouring on 
construction sites and unloading ships; a slap in the face for men who had enlisted as American soldiers to serve 
their country. The problem was finally solved after several months by the American Commander-in-Chief, General 
John “Black Jack” Pershing; he lent the Rattlers to the French. Colonel Hayward remarked caustically at the time, 
“Our great American general simply put the black orphan in a basket, set it on the doorstep of the French, pulled 
the bell, and went away”.  
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Right: Needham Roberts  
 
There! Something was moving in the grass, out there, beyond 
the wire. Johnson sighted his Berthier; first pressure on the 
trigger. Just a small cloud crossing the moon, its shadow 
playing tricks on his mind. The minutes passed slowly. Then, 
out of the corner of his eye, he saw Roberts spin around with 
his rifle ready. The platoon sergeant, Roy Thompson, slipped 
over the back of the post, landing on the duckboard with a loud 
squelch from the sodden ground. “What’s the matter, men? You 
scared?”. “No,” said Johnson, “I ain’t scared, but there’s liable 
to be some tall scrappin’ ‘round this post tonight! Them 
Dutchmen are up to something”. Thompson grinned and moved 
back out the way he had come, into the night, on his inspection 
of the company positions.       
 
Henry Johnson was more right than he might have wanted to 
be. Sometime around 22:00 hrs, a raiding party of about thirty 
men, led by a leutnant who spoke English with a New York 
accent, had slipped out of the German lines further up the 
valley and made their way quietly down into the woods 
bordering the river. They were probably experienced trench-
raiders from the elite Sturm-Bataillon 3, whose tasks included 
snatching prisoners from the Allied lines for intelligence 
purposes. There were many men from Saxon Jäger or light 
infantry regiments in Storm Battalion 3. The Germans were 
used to the Africans of the French Colonial Army but these 
American blacks were as yet an unknown quantity so they 
dispatched the raiders to bring some back for interrogation.  

The trench-raiders forded the river and moved to a Forming-Up Point or FUP in the woods below OP 29. The French 
were used to such raids and were in the habit of withdrawing their men from the OPs at night. But the Germans 
had noticed that these new arrivals did not vacate the OPs after sundown. Sometime just after midnight, a French 
officer had come to Johnson and Roberts to order them back to the front line proper as enemy activity was 
expected that night. Johnson had drawn himself up to his full 5’ 4” and replied, “Lieutenant, I am an American and 
I never retreat, sir!”  
 
At the FUP, the leutnant and his sergeant or feldwebel counted each man in as they arrived in single file, three 
metres apart. They had already split into two groups, one to raid the OP and grab the occupants, the other to 
provide covering fire if needed. A couple of men were also detached to guard the FUP, where weapons and 
equipment not deemed essential for the raiding phase would be left as the two squads moved off to the objective.  
 
As the leutnant checked his men, the feldwebel sent a sharpshooter up the hill toward OP 29, to test the defences. 
His job was not to kill anyone in the OP but to provoke a reaction by which the strength of the enemy in the OP 
could be judged. If a section of infantry happened to be in there and opened up into the darkness with their rifles, 
the raiders would beat a quiet retreat back to their lines or, perhaps, move towards an alternative objective. This is 
why Henry Johnson heard that 7.92 mm Mauser round smacking into the sandbag inches from his face. Had he not 
heard it, it would have been because he was dead.  

At the FUP, the men detailed for the snatch stacked their Mauser G98 rifles and any superfluous equipment, taking 
only 9mm Mauser C96 “Broomhandle” and Luger PO8 pistols, “potato-masher” stick grenades, little cast iron egg 
grenades with the two-second fuses favoured by stormtroopers, field-made stun grenades and wire-cutters. They 
did not bring any of the improvised close combat weapons favoured by trench raiders on all sides, like maces-and-
chains with spiked balls, axes, clubs with iron spikes and choppers modelled on butchers’ cleavers. Killing the 
enemy was not their goal; they were after prisoners.  
 

The French were nonetheless very pleased to have them. The 15th was posted in mid-March 1918 to the French 
4th Army, holding a fifty-kilometre stretch of the line running through the Champagne region from Reims to the 
Argonne Forest in anticipation of a major German offensive. Redesignated the 369th United States Infantry 
Regiment, or 369° Régiment d’Infanterie US, as the French called them, the Rattlers were issued with French 
weapons, field equipment and helmets but retained their doughboy uniforms, giving them a unique look.  
 
After a brief training period, the Rattlers moved up to the front on April 12th 1918, occupying a 5 ½ kilometre 
section of the line in the Bois d’Hauzy, in the “Afrique” sub-sector between the village of Ville-sur-Tourbe and the 
west bank of the Aisne river, just by the Argonne Forest. Each of the regiment’s battalions would initially spend 
ten days in the line, in rotation, to acquaint the men with life at the front. At one point, the Rattlers were the only 
troops between the Germans and Paris. 
 
Around 20km from east to west and running approximately 70km north to south, from the Belgian border to 
Verdun, the Argonne Forest is a rugged place, a huge prehistoric wilderness of forested hills reaching as high as 
300m, with deep valleys and cliff-faced ravines, carpeted with a thick forest filled with dense brush. The front lines 
had not shifted much since 1914 and the Germans had fortified the Argonne with the usual bunkers and 
camouflaged machine gun positions. The valleys and ravines were strewn with all sorts of man-made obstacles. 
No-man’s land belonged to the Germans as the French tended not to provoke unnecessary fighting. Indeed, until 
the Rattlers arrived, the French command had gotten into the habit of sending units in need of rest and 
recuperation to the Argonne because it was considered a quiet sector of the front. 
 
Pushing his notebook back into the breast pocket of his tunic, Henry Johnson slipped the pencil into one of his 
ammo pouches for safe-keeping and took a swig of cold coffee from his canteen. Some of the boys kept wine in 
their canteens, a habit picked up from their French comrades. But coffee was better on a night watch, better even 
than water, because it kept a man awake. Across the OP, Needham Roberts had taken off his helmet and was 
rubbing his scalp as he continued to look out into the void. Johnson edged up to his slot and, keeping well back, 
peered into the night. 
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As the covering party checked their rifles and the clips of ammunition in their leather belt pouches, making sure 
there was no mud or grit to cause a jam at a crucial moment, the snatch squad lined up in front of the leutnant and 
jumped up and down to ensure that nothing clinked or rattled around in their pockets and pouches. They checked 
one another’s faces and where the sweat of the move to the FUP had caused their burnt cork blacking to run they 
touched the camouflage up with burnt wine corks.  
 
Up the hill in the bull grass beyond the trees, the sniper noted the lack of reaction indicating a small enemy 
strength in the objective, slipped backwards on his belly, rolled off to one side into dead ground for cover and 
moved back to report. It might have taken him fifteen minutes to get back to the FUP. Ten minutes after that, the 
stormtroopers moved out, leaving a couple of men guarding the equipment.  

To continue to the 2nd part of the narrative click HERE 
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To go to page one click HERE 

While Roberts kept watch to the front, Johnson drew his Bolo knife and levered open the heavy wooden crate of 
thirty French F1 M1915 hand grenades the patrol had dragged to OP 29. As he checked the fuses of each of the 
cast-iron, pineapple-shaped grenades, he laid them out in rows between the two soldiers’ firing positions. 
Issued to American soldiers as a sidearm, the Bolo was a brutal-looking cross between a meat cleaver and a 
machete, with a razor-sharp fourteen inch blade and the point of a butcher’s knife. Many of the Rattlers had 
hung onto their Bolos when they exchanged their US Army equipment for French equipment before moving into 
the front line.  
 
Sheathing his Bolo, Johnson checked his ammunition clips, leaving his pouches open for ease of access, before 
picking up his rifle and taking over while Roberts got ready. When Roberts was done, the two Rattlers settled 
down and waited, fighting the weight on their eyelids; their skin prickling and their throats tightening every 
time a passing breeze stirred the grass.  
 
Around 01:45 hrs or 01:50 hrs, the tranch-raiders reached the barbed wire in front of OP 29 and applied their 
cutters to it, grinding their teeth as they tried to cut the steel strands as silently as possible. Strung out behind 
them on their bellies in the bull grass were the riflemen, their Mausers trained on OP 29 and the French lines 
beyond. A couple of raiders held grenades at the ready.  
 
Around 02:00 hrs, the moon having gone behind a cloud front and plunged the valley into darkness, they heard 
gnawing sounds directly in front of the post. Roberts thought it might be rats gnawing on the bones of the 
decomposing bodies lying out on the slope in front of the OP, trying to get to the marrow, but Johnson was 
sure it must be cutters on the barbed wire. As the senior soldier, he ordered Roberts back to OP 28 to alert 1st 
Lt Pratt.  
 
Roberts was barely out of the position when an unmistakeable pinging sound confirmed Johnson’s suspicions. 
Scanning the darkness, it struck him that a log in the grass about twenty-five metres away had not been there 
before. Reaching for a grenade, he pulled the cord and hurled it towards the log. On a three-second fuse, the 
grenade went off with a sharp crack and a bright flash as it landed. There came a yell in German as the log 
moved rapidly to one side. “Needham! Fritzies! Get yourself back here!” yelled Johnson, just as a bright 
magnesium light illuminated the area almost before he heard the report of the flare pistol and the whistle of the 
flare.  More flares shot into the air as jumpy soldiers on both sides reacted to the sudden explosion in no-man’s 
land.                  
 
As Roberts threw himself back into the position, shrapnel from a German stick grenade  going off by the OP 
ripped into his arm and his thigh, inflicting three serious puncture wounds and dozens of smaller splinter 
wounds. Stunned by the blast, his ears ringing, he flopped into the OP and collapsed onto the duckboard. 
Seeing that Roberts was in bad shape, Johnson, half-deafened himself, an eye on what looked like hordes of 
German soldiers rising up from the grass and charging the position, yelled at Roberts to stay put and pass him 
the grenades.  

Neue 
Tabelle

Johnson felt the shock waves from Mauser rounds as they passed close to him before he was taken off his feet 
by the blast from a German egg grenade lobbed squarely into their position. He felt no pain immediately from 
the shards of hot shrapnel embedded in his skull, his hand and his back as he picked himself up.  The first 
Germans were jumping into OP 29 as Johnson opened fire from the hip with his Berthier. His third and last 
shot hit a German in the chest, the round blowing shards of bone out of the man’s back and wounding two of 
his comrades behind him. A screaming German aimed a pistol right in Johnson’s face but the little man was 
too quick, ducking and knocking the German senseless with an upward swing of his rifle butt.                  
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The next morning, Captain Little, the CO of the 1st Battalion, and Company C commander 1st Lt Pratt traced 
the route taken by the retreating raiding party through the woods towards the German lines for about half-a-
mile. As Little recalled in his memoirs, “We trailed the course with the greatest of ease, by pools of blood, 
blood-soaked handkerchiefs and first aid bandages, and blood-smeared logs, where the routed party had 
rested.” They found four German bodies where their comrades had abandoned them, and ample evidence of 
severe wounds inflicted on several other Germans. They also came upon weapons and equipment stashed by 

Flat on the duckboard, unable to stand, but still conscious, Roberts flung a grenade toward the Germans 
sliding into the trench just a few feet away, knocking four or five of them down and taking more shrapnel 
himself, but three of the Germans jumped on him. As one large, enraged German knelt on Roberts, his ham-
sized hands strangling the badly wounded Rattler, the other two each grabbed one of Roberts’ legs, attempting 
to drag him away in a grim parody of slapstick comedy.  
 
Johnson turned from the man he had just knocked out and, swinging his rifle by the barrel like a baseball bat, 
broke it in half as he smashed the skull of one of the Germans heaving at Roberts’ leg. Throwing away the 
now-useless rifle, Henry Johnson drew his bolo and brought the heavy blade down on the head of the German 
strangling Roberts. The bolo blade passed through the man’s fieldcap and skull like a machete through a 
watermelon, before the thicker bone at the base of the skull stopped it. Levering the blade out of the 
German’s head, Johnson felt three sickening shocks, followed by a burning sensation. The third German, a 
leutnant, had drawn his Luger pistol and was blasting away at Johnson at point-blank range, the 9mm bullets 
striking the little man in the right forearm, the right hip and the groin.           
 
Collapsing to his knees, waves of nausea sweeping over him as rapid shock set in, Johnson saw the German 
officer moving in for the kill, struggling with the toggle-action of his Luger to clear a jammed round. When the 
unfired round spun out and a new round slid into the breach, the German raised his arm and aimed at 
Johnson.  
 
The years of hard, physical, labour were what saved Johnson’s life that night: he found the strength in the 
face of certain death to swing the bolo in a last desperate backhand arc, and its razor-sharp blade sliced 
through the German’s tunic and the skin and muscle of his belly, opening him up like an over-ripe tomato. As 
the German slumped back against the wall of the OP, loops of intestines hanging down his legs, the sharp 
smell of digestive fluids and faeces mixing with the tang of fresh blood and cordite already filling the OP, he 
exclaimed, in a perfect New York accent, “The nigger son of a bitch got me!” Johnson snarled, “Yeah, and this 
nigger will get any of you who wants it!” 
 
That was enough for the Germans. Realising that reinforcements were bound to be coming and that they were 
out of time, the trench-raiders hauled their dead and wounded out of the OP. Like elite soldiers in many 
armies, they tried never to leave anyone behind, including their dead. Johnson found a grenade on the 
duckboard beside him, pulled the cord, and lobbed it over the parapet in the direction taken by the last 
German scrambling out of the post. A shrill scream and a series of shouted orders followed the hollow thump 
of the explosion. Then…silence. Minutes later, 1st Lt Pratt arrived with reinforcements. Johnson, weakening 
from loss of blood, mumbled, “Corporal London, turn out the guard!” before fading into unconsciousness. 
Henry Johnson and Needham Roberts were evacuated to the divisional hospital in Auve. 

The fantastic original artwork by Gerry 
Embleton that illustrated the story in 
Paradis magazine.
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the raiders in their FUP, which the Germans had not had time to retrieve and which indicated a strength of 
between twenty-five and thirty-five men. They were able to conclude that two inexperienced soldiers had put a 
party of at least thirty experienced German trench-raiders to flight. In the OP, later that morning, Little picked 
up a German fieldcap cut almost in half, with fragments of bone, brain and other tissue clinging to the coarse 
wool, a mute but grim testimony to the effectiveness of the bolo as a close combat weapon.  
 
 
Johnson and Roberts recovered sufficiently from their wounds to rejoin the 369th and Johnson ended the war in 
the rank of sergeant, with France’s highest award for valour, the Croix de Guerre with Bronze Palm and Star.  

The French citation for the award of the Croix de Guerre to Henry 
Johnson and Needham Roberts translates,  
 
"First---Johnson, Henry (13348), private in company C, being on 
double sentry duty during the night and having been assaulted by a 
group composed of at least one dozen Germans, shot and disabled 
one of them and grievously wounded two others with his bolo. In 
spite of three wounds with pistol bullets and grenades at the 
beginning of the fight, this man ran to the assistance of his 
wounded comrade who was about to be carried away prisoner by 
the enemy, and continued to fight up to the retreat of the Germans. 
He has given a beautiful example of courage and activity.  
 
"Second---Roberts, Needham (13369), private in Company C, being 
on double sentry duty during the night was assaulted and 
grievously wounded in his leg by a group of Germans continuing 
fighting by throwing grenades, although he was prone on the 
ground, up to the retreat of the enemy. Good and brave soldier. 
The general requested that the citation of the division commander 
to the soldier Johnson be changed to the citation of the orders of 
the Army.” In other words, Henry Johnson received the rare 
distinction of the Croix de Guerre avec Palme en Bronze et Étoile en 
Bronze at the same time.  
 
The dozen Germans to which the citation referred were the ones 
who had entered OP 29 anticipating a relatively straightforward 
prisoner snatch. It was their first hard experience of the fighting 
qualities of the Black Rattlers, qualities that would lead the 
Germans to dub them hölle kämpfer, literally Hell Fighters, hence 
their more familiar nickname, “Harlem Hell Fighters”, after the 
predominantly black district of Uptown Manhattan where the 
regiment was formed. At one point, the German High Command 
proposed coveted home leaves with an Iron Cross and a cash prize 
for anyone capturing a Hell Fighter. Many Germans tried…and never 
made it back to their lines. No Hell Fighter was ever taken alive by 
the Germans.  
 
Instituted on April 8 1915, the Croix de Guerre was the only decoration awarded by France in World War One 
purely for valour on the battlefield. It was awarded to individuals of any rank who distinguished themselves by 
heroism in combat against enemy forces and also to anyone mentioned in dispatches for bravery in action. 
Subsequent acts of bravery on the part of recipients earned a bronze star for Regimental and Brigade citations, 
a silver star for Divisional citations, a gold star for Corps citations and a bronze palm leaf for Army citations. A 
common soldier of lowly rank from the mud and filth of the trenches sporting the Palme de Bronze on his green 
and red ribbon, like Private Henry Johnson, was a man to be treated with the greatest of respect.  

The Croix de Guerre could also be awarded to units that distinguished themselves and, indeed, the 369th ended 
the war with the Croix de Guerre pinned to their regimental standard, principally for gallantry in the September 
and October 1918 offensives in the Champagne sector but also for their record 191 days in the front line. The 
369th spent the longest time of any US unit in the combat zone; they fought in the Champagne, on the Aisne, 
in the Argonne, at Main de Massiges, Butte de Mesnil, the Dormoise, Tourbe, Séchault, Ripont, Kuppinase, 
Bellevue Ridge and the Vosges and the Germans were terrified of them. Yet for all that, the American High 
Command continued to see blacks as intrinsically inferior and not reliable as combat troops.  
 
At one point, the 369th represented less than one percent of US forces in France yet held some twenty percent 
of the territory held by American troops. During their year in France, fewer than six cases of drunkenness and 
only twenty-four of venereal disease were reported; a fact Colonel Hayward like to rub into his superiors at 
Pershing’s HQ. The regiment was the first Allied unit to reach the Rhine after the signing of the armistice, 
moving from Thann and arriving at Blodesheim on November 18th 1918. The 369th was also the highest-
decorated American unit of World War One: 170 officers and men received the Croix de Guerre. Several dozen 
received the Distinguished Service Cross, America’s highest award for valour after the Congressional Medal of 
Honor.  
 
However, not a single black soldier received the CMoH although one white officer of the 369th, 1st Lt George S 
Robb, received a well-deserved CMoH for refusing to be evacuated despite being wounded three times during 
the assault on the German lines between Séchault and Les Petits Rosiers during the night of September 29-30 
1918. One of the black Hell Fighters who certainly should have received the CMoH was Henry Johnson but 
Negroes were limited to the DSC and, even then, there came a point when that honour was denied them 
(unofficially of course) by a High Command keen to “keep the niggers in their place.”  
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Because of his wounds, Henry Johnson was unable to return to his pre-war job as a railroad porter. He drifted 
into unemployment, alcoholism and, in the end, destitution. Estranged from his wife and three children, 
Johnson was found unconscious in the street one night in 1929 by two beat cops, who took him to the 
Veterans’ Administration hospital, where he died at the age of thirty-two. At least he got to die between clean 
sheets at no charge to his next-of-kin.   
 
In 1997, President Clinton ordered that Johnson be given a posthumous Purple Heart. In 2000, in response to 
the campaign for a CMoH for Johnson, came a posthumous DSC, received by his surviving son, Herbert, who 
flew with the USAAF’s only black fighter squadron in World War Two as one of the mythical Tuskegee Airmen. 
Around that time, the surprising discovery was made that Johnson had been interred in Arlington National 
Cemetery, reserved for military heroes, because everyone believed his body had been buried anonymously in a 
paupers’ grave in Albany. Evidently, someone had made the effort back in 1929 to do right by Henry Johnson 
although no documentation has so far surfaced to explain this. There is now a statue of Johnson in Albany’s 
Washington Park and the city fathers have named a boulevard after him.  
 
Yet for all that, Henry Johnson, lying in Arlington, remains unequal among the heroes who rest there with him, 
as efforts to get him a posthumous CMoH continue to be resisted by an American military establishment that 
clearly feels that the Clinton administration of the 1990s awarded too many posthumous Congressional Medals 
of Honour to black soldiers.    

 
Denied any American awards for his extraordinary bravery, Henry Johnson was nonetheless recognised as a 
hero back home, as this photo of him riding high in a staff car with a bouquet during the regiment’s victory 
parade down New York City’s Fifth Avenue in 1919 shows. 

Henry Johnson was personally congratulated by President Woodrow Wilson and given a ticker tape parade 
down Broadway but he received no American bravery awards. He was promoted to sergeant by Colonel 
Hayward, who recommended him for the DSC. But the High Command clearly felt that too many niggers were 
thumbing their noses at white authority by winning medals, which simply would not do. Keeping Sambo down 
on the farm now that he had seen Gay Paree, to paraphrase one of the mischievous jazz songs by the 
regimental band, was going to be hard enough without having him elevated to national hero status into the 
bargain. 
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Henry Johnson’s Paradox: A Soldier’s Story 
By Victor Disanto 

 
Bibliographic Information: Disanto, Victor J. “Henry Johnson’s Paradox: A Soldier’s Story.” Afro-
Americans in New York Life and History. New York: Afro-American Historian Association of the 
Niagara Frontier Inc.:, 1997. 7-18. 
 
About the Author: Victor J. Disanto is the Historic Site Manager of the John Brown Farm 
Historic Site in Lake Placid, NY.  
 
Short Description: A description of Henry Johnson’s life before the war, his battle in the 
trenches, and the lack of official recognition for his bravery after returning home.  The article 
gives a thorough account of efforts in recent decades to decorate Johnson and community 
support for recognizing his actions. This piece is a focused description of Johnson’s 
perseverance in the face of racism, adversity and the violence of war.  It describes the 
numerous occasions on which the story of Johnson’s valor in combat was used to sell war 
bonds and recruit soldiers even while a medal of honor or a disability pension were denied to 
him.   
 
Importance: Disanto’s essay explores the "conflicted" nature of the American response to 
Johnson's heroic exploits, and the "paradox" that "one of World War I's most widely-acclaimed 
military heroes"  never received the recognition that he deserved, and continued -- along with 
other black veterans of WWI and black citizens in general -- to be denied basic freedoms and 
rights. It is ironic that Johnson was denied at home the very rights he was fighting for abroad. 
Disanto provides good examples of the racism of the time, and the limited and highly delayed 
official recognition of Johnson's accomplishments and sacrifice. 
Importance: 
 
Summary: Disanto describes the reputation of the 369th, also known as the "Harlem Hell 
Fighters" or the "Black Rattlers" as an "outstanding" combat unit, noting the comment of one 
frustrated Prussian officer about the black soldiers: "We can't hold up against these men...They 
won't be taken alive." Disanto describes the "Battle of Henry Johnson" and the valor Johnson 
displayed, recounting that Theodore Roosevelt Jr. listed Johnson as one of the bravest men in 
WWI, that Hamilton Fish Jr. noted that Johnson had suffered 21 wounds "'yet refused to die'", 
and that General John Pershing, commander in chief of the American Expeditionary Forces, 
issued an official statement of Johnson's bravery. Notwithstanding the press coverage of 
Johnson's valor, Disanto points out numerous examples of recurring racism in public reaction to 
Johnson. Disanto recounts the conflicting ways Johnson was portrayed in the press: both as a 
hero and as an unflattering racial stereotype. For example, Disanto notes that two well-known 
cartoonists of the day portrayed Johnson in opposing, yet fundamentally racist depictions, even 
while lauding his exploits.  

He notes the patronizing way even Colonel Hayward referred to Johnson as "boy."  
Notwithstanding these portrayals, however, Disanto also notes the press' recognition of the 
injustice and irony of a black man heralded for his defense of liberty and freedom abroad being 



denied those same rights back home and used his story to renew calls for social justice. Disanto 
goes on to recount the sad irony that Johnson died in 1929 at the age of 32 "in the words of 
military historian Dr. Leroy Ramsey, 'broke, dispirited and in disgrace as an unemployed 
vagrant,'" even while the Army continued to use his image on recruiting posters. 
Disanto notes that it was not until 1991, 73 years after "The Battle of Henry Johnson", that the 
City of Albany finally honored Johnson, the Mayor himself noting that "recognition of one of 
Albany's finest heroes is long overdue", as he renamed a section of a boulevard after him. Also, 
after two decades of fundraising, the 369th Veteran's Association dedicated a granite 
monument to Johnson in an Albany park. Disanto recounts that the honoring of Johnson was 
"bittersweet," and one veteran of the 369th noted that "Uncle Sam gave him nothing and he 
was an American soldier." Disanto correctly points out that "no black soldier or sailor who 
served in  World war I received the Medal of Honor until April 24, 1991 when it was awarded 
posthumously to Corporal Freddie Stowers of South Carolina." The denial of Johnson’s Medal of 
Honor was, as Michael McNulty has described, "discrimination, pure and simple." 
 































Harlem’s Hell Fighters; The African-American 369th Infantry In World War I, 
Ch. 14: “He Can Go Some” 

By Stephen L. Harris 
 
Bibliographic Information: Harris, Stephen L. Harlem’s Hell Fighters:The African-American 369th 
Infantry in World War I. Dulles: Brassey’s Inc., 2003.  ii-x, 190-204 & notes. 
 
Description: This book is a detailed account of the service of the 369th Infantry Regiment and 
their struggle in WWI.  Its dedications page reads: “To Sergeants Henry Johnson and  William 
Butler, who were denied the Medal of Honor because of the color of their skin,” and it 
devotes an entire chapter (“He Can Go Some”) to the life and battle tale of Henry Johnson, a 
diminutive North Carolina born railroad porter who saved his comrade from capture by an 
entire German platoon. In addition to providing a colorful description of the battle, this 
source discusses how "The Battle of Henry Johnson" captured public imagination and was 
used by Progressives to rally African-American pride and to force presidential condemnation 
of the widespread lynching and other attacks on African-Americans.   
 
Note: Harris’ list of primary sources at the back of his book are extensive and helpful for 
researchers. 
 





































History of the Negro in the Great World War 
By W. Allison Sweeney 

(pgs. vii-xii, 131-152) 
 

Bibliographic Information: 
Title: History of the Negro in the Great World War; His Splendid Record in the Battle 
Zones of Europe;  
Author: W. Allison Sweeney (Contributing Editor of the Chicago Defender) 
Publisher:  G.G. Sapp 
Year: 1919 
 

Description: History of the Negro in the Great World War contains a published, period 
excerpt from an account of Henry Johnson’s battle as told by Johnson himself.  This 
work describes the manner in which soldiers of the 369th U.S. Infantry, when preparing 
for a patrol or an assault, would “resolve to go Henry Johnson and Needham Roberts 
one better if the opportunity came to him.”  Private Johnson’s conduct distinguished 
him above and beyond the call of duty and (as this work shows) served as a rallying cry 
for fellow soldiers in the months to come.   
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A. MAPS 1073 

8.1. Map of France, the Western Front, 1918 (Advance of the Allied Armies in the 
Offensive in France 1918) [Includes enlarged version of most relevant 
section of map, showing Town of Bar-le-Duc, where Henry Johnson and 
Needham Roberts were first given medical treatment at a French Hospital.] ..............1074 

8.2. Map of Champagne Region of the Western Front, WWI, indicates roads 
used by ambulances and base hospitals, including the Hospital at Bar-le-
Duc, where Johnson and Roberts were first treated after the battle ............................1077 

8.3. Map of Western Front, American Operations Prior to 9/11/1918 ................................1079 
8.4. Map of Western Front showing areas newly conquered by the Germans, 

March 1918 – July 1918 ..................................................................................................1081 
8.5. Map of the Western Front showing where each Country’s Army were 

located during the German offensives, 1918 .................................................................1083 
8.6. Map of Western Front, 1918 (shows 3 German offensives) ..........................................1084 
8.7. Map of the Western Battle Front, July 15, 1918 ............................................................1085 
8.8. Map, The Battleground in Belgium, France and Alsace Lorraine. The Literary 

Digest History of the World War. Vol. 5. New York, 1919. .............................................1086 
8.9. Map, Transfers of German Divisions from Army to Army, Week of May 5-12, 

1918 (Source: Summary of Information, G.H.Q.A.E.F. / Second Section, 
General Staff,  No. 45, May 15, 1918 (between pgs. 522 & 523). Retrieved 
from The Army Heritage Collections Online, 
 http://www.ahco.army.mil/site/index.jsp) ...................................................................1089 

 
B. GENERAL HENRY JOHNSON 1091 

8.10. Two American Negroes win Croix De Guerre (Henry Johnson and Neadom 
Roberts), 1917 - ca. 1919.  NARA. ...................................................................................1092 

8.11. Famous New York [African American] soldiers return home. [Henry] 
Johnson, one of heroes of New York . . ., 1917 - ca. 1919.  NARA. ................................1093 

8.12. Cartoon, “A Study in Black and Yellow.”.......................................................................1094 
8.13. SGT. HENRY JOHNSON - AMERICAN HERO of WORLD WAR I - AN 

INSPIRATION TO OUR FIGHTING MEN TODAY, 1943.  NARA. ........................................1095 
8.14. Two First Class Americans! By W.A. Rodgers.  Scott, Emmet J. The 

American Negro in the World War. ................................................................................1096 
8.15. Private Henry Johnson and Private Needham Roberts of the NY National 

Guards (now the 369th) who have been decorated by the French for routing 
24 Germans and preventing the carrying out of a well-developed plan to 
assail one of the most important points of resistance on the American front.  
They have been awarded the War Cross by the French.................................................1097 

http://www.ahco.army.mil/site/index.jsp


8.16. "Hell Fighters" from Harlem by H. Charles McBarron.  (1918, September 
29) ...................................................................................................................................1098 

8.17. Illustration of the Paradis magazine story by Gerry Embleton ....................................1100 
8.18. MILITARY--WORLD WAR I. Our Colored Heroes. Henry Johnson, Needham 

Roberts, Honored as Heroes, 1918.  Chicago: Renesch, 1918 .......................................1101 
 
C. AFRICAN AMERICAN SOLDIERS IN FRANCE 1103 

8.19. GUARDING THE FLAG.  The flag of the old 15th (decorated by the French) 
and Old Glory. .................................................................................................................1104 

8.20. Colonel William Hayward and Arthur Little, Henry Johnson’s commanding 
officers. ...........................................................................................................................1105 

8.21. COL. HAYWARD AND GROUP OF REAL FIGHTERS.  All winners of the Croix 
de Guerre.  When a French general gave orders to retire, Col. Hayward 
replied: “My men never retire: they go forward or die, and we are going 
through here or hell.  We don’t go back.” ......................................................................1106 

8.22. In the Trenches.  Scott, Emmet J. The American Negro in the World War. .................1107 
8.23. Negro Troops in France. Picture shows part of the 15th Regiment Infantry 

New York National Guard or . . ., 1917 - ca. 1919.  NARA. .............................................1108 
8.24. American Negro infantry in France. American Negro infantrymen at roll call 

somewhere in France., 1917 - ca. 1919.  NARA. ............................................................1109 
8.25. A detachment of American Negro Infantrymen Operating in the Front Line 

Trenches.  Scott, Emmet J. The American Negro in the World War. .............................1110 
8.26. American Negro soldiers throwing hand grenades from a French trench 

into No Man's Land.  Scott, Emmet J. The American Negro in the World War. .............1111 
8.27. The Western Front in France 

This is how the Western Front in France looked most of the time. The 
Germans kept down in their trenches and the Allies in theirs, with barbed 
wire entanglements of No Man's Land between them. Negro soldiers 
with machine guns.  Source: Scott, Emmet J. The American Negro in the 
World War  .................................................................................................................1112 

8.28.  Another corner of the Fighting Front: American Negro Soldiers and French 
Colonials firing rifle grenades.  Scott, Emmet J. The American Negro in the 
World War. .....................................................................................................................1113 

8.29. Colored Troops on Sentry Duty Near the Front Lines.  Scott, Emmet J. The 
American Negro in the World War. ................................................................................1114 

8.30. American Negro Machine Gunners in the Marne Sector of France.  Scott, 
Emmet J. The American Negro in the World War. .........................................................1115 

8.31. How the boys enjoyed themselves in France.  Scott, Emmet J. The 
American Negro in the World War. 
http://net.lib.byu.edu/estu/wwi/comment/Scott/images/02p16/S016.jpg .................1116 

8.32. American [African American] troops camp in France. Machine gun 
instruction., 1918.  NARA. 

http://net.lib.byu.edu/estu/wwi/comment/Scott/images/02p16/S016.jpg


8.33. American Negro camp on the Marne Front, France. [African American] 
troopers watching a baseball gam . . ., 1917 - ca. 1919.  NARA. ....................................1118 

8.34. Photos of legends, 369th infantry 93rd division. ............................................................1119 
8.35. 369th infantry waving United States flag. May 5, 1918. ...............................................1120 
8.36. 369th infantry sector De MAFFRECOURT (Marne) on May 4,1918 ...............................1121 
8.37. The colors of the 369th Infantry a MAFFRECOURT at May 5,1918 ..............................1222 

 
D. SOLDIERS RETURN HOME TO THE US 1123 

8.38. Famous [African American] regiment arrives home on the France. New 
York's famous 369th (old 15t . . ., 1917 - ca. 1919.  NARA. ............................................1124 

8.39. Some of the [African American] men of the 369th (15th New York). Who 
won the Croix de Guerre for ga . . ., 1919. NARA. ..........................................................1125 

8.40. Famous [African American] regiment arrives home from France, 
02/10/1919.  NARA. ........................................................................................................1126 

8.41. Famous [African American] regiment arrives home on the France. Heroes 
of 369th (old 15th) New York Infantry, 02/10/1919.  NARA. .........................................1127 

8.42. 15th Infantry fighters home with War Crosses. French liner La France 
arrives with 15th Infantry . . ., 1917 - ca. 1919.  NARA. .................................................1128 

8.43. The Famous 369th Arrive in New York City. Members of the 369th [African 
American] Infantry…, 1917 - ca. 1919.  NARA. ...............................................................1129 

8.44. Famous New York [African American] soldiers return home. [The] 369th 
Infantry, old New York City [A . . ., 1917 - ca. 1919.  NARA. ...........................................1130 

8.45. Color bearers of the famous 369th [African American] regiment at 
beginning of parade in honor of the . . ., 1917 - ca. 1919.  NARA. .................................1131 

8.46. Colors of The Famous 369th Infantry in Parade in New York City. Colors of 
the famous 369th Infantry . . ., 02/17/1919.  NARA. .....................................................1132 

8.47. Colonel Hayward's "Hell Fighters" in parade. The famous 369th Infantry of 
[African American] fighte . . ., 02/18/1919.  NARA. .......................................................1133 

8.48. Parade of Famous 369th Infantry on Fifth Avenue New York City. Colonel 
"Bill" Hayward's famous "Hel . . ., 02/18/1919.  NARA. .................................................1134 

8.49. Famous New York [African American] regiment. [African American] 
children gathered along line of mar . . ., 1917 - ca. 1919.  NARA. .................................1135 

8.50. Famous New York [African American] soldiers return home. 369th Infantry, 
known as "Fighting 15th", . . ., 1917 - ca. 1919.  NARA. .................................................1136 

8.51. Famous New York soldiers return home. [The] 369th Infantry (old 15th 
National Guard of New York Cit . . ., 1917 - ca. 1919.  NARA. ........................................1137 

8.52. Crowds waiting for the parade of the famous 369th [African American] 
Infantry, formerly 15th New Yor . . ., 1917 - ca. 1919.  NARA. .......................................1138 

8.53. Members of famous 369th [African American] Infantry in battle formation 
passing up Fifth Avenue, New . . ., 1917 - ca. 1919.  NARA. ...........................................1139 

8.54. Relatives and friends cheering the 369th Infantry as they pass in parade. 
New York City's [African . . ., 02/17/1919.  NARA. .........................................................1140 

 



E. OTHER VISUAL AIDES 1141 

8.55. Example of Bolo Knife made in 1917 (and most likely similar to the knife 
Johnson used in the battle) ............................................................................................1142 

8.56. Distinctive unit insignia for 369th Regiment & 369th Sustainment BDE ........................1143 
8.57. SGT. Henry Johnson’s grave at Arlington National Cemetery, Virginia ........................1144 
8.58. Statue of Henry Johnson sits atop a monument in Washington Park in 

Albany, NY. Paul Buckowski / Times Union. ...................................................................1145 
8.59. Sen. Charles Schumer, D-N.Y., left, congratulates Herman A. Johnson at the 

Pentagon Thursday, Feb. 13, 2003, prior to Johnson accepting the 
Distinguised Service Cross on behalf of his late father, Sgt. Henry Johnson of 
Albany, N. Y., for heroism in World War I.  AP Photo/Dennis Cook. ..............................1146 

8.60. Times Union Staff photograph by Philip Kamrass -- US Senator Charles E. 
Schumer , talks during a press conference at the Henry Johnson statue in 
Washington Park in Albany April 23, 2001. ....................................................................1147 

 



 

 

A. MAPS 







8.1 Map of France, the Western Front, 1918 (Advance of the Allied Armies in the Offensive in France 
1918) [Includes enlarged version of most relevant section of map, showing Town of Bar-le-Duc, where 
Henry Johnson and Needham Roberts were first given medical treatment at a French Hospital.] 

Source: http://www.ozhistorymine.com/html/wwi_western_front_1918.html 

 

http://www.ozhistorymine.com/html/wwi_western_front_1918.html


 

 

 

Source: http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Julien_Bryan_-_Ambulance_646_-_Map.jpg 





 

 

World War I: Western Front, American Operations Prior to Sept. 11, 1918 

This map shows military operations undertaken by American forces during World War I, up to 
September 11, 1918. See the Explanation for Military History Series to interpret the symbology 
used on this map. 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/cartoko/4493636662/in/photostream 

 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/cartoko/4493636662/in/photostream




 

 

This map of the Western Front gets a bit closer and also shows Seicheprey and Cantigny. The 
areas in color were areas newly conquered by the Germans from March, 1918 to July, 1918. 

http://www.usaww1.com/American-Expeditionary-Force/American-Expeditionary-Force-
Maps.php4 

 

http://www.usaww1.com/American-Expeditionary-Force/American-Expeditionary-Force-Maps.php4
http://www.usaww1.com/American-Expeditionary-Force/American-Expeditionary-Force-Maps.php4




 

http://warandgame.com/2010/05/27/the-german-spring-1918-offensive/ 

 

http://warandgame.com/2010/05/27/the-german-spring-1918-offensive/


 

Description:  This  is  a  map  of  the 
Western  Front  at  the  time  that  the 
369th  entered  the  front  lines.    The 
section  they  were  active  in  is  the 
Fourth French Army, located around 
the  town  of  St.  Menehold  in  the 
area marked "GOURAUD" (as in Gen. 
Gouraud)  (see black box).  This map 
is  of  the  lines  at  April‐  early  May 
1918.   Prepared  by  the  military 
history program at West Point  circa 
1950. 
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Western Battle Front – July 15, 1918 

http://ookaboo.com/o/pictures/picture/13015513/Map_Of_The_Western_Front_July_15_1918 







 

Previous map: 

The Battleground in Belgium, France and Alsace Lorraine. The Literary Digest History of the World War. 

Vol. 5. New York, 1919. 
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Two American Negroes win Croix De Guerre (Henry Johnson and Neadom Roberts), 1917 - ca. 

1919 
 

National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) 
ARC Identifier 533523 / Local Identifier 165-WW-127(38) 
Item from Record Group 165: Records of the War Department General and Special Staffs, 1860 
- 1952 
Part of Series: American Unofficial Collection of World War I Photographs, compiled 1917 - 
1918 
 
The full caption for this item is as follows: Two American Negroes win Croix De Guerre. These 
[African American] fighters routed a German raiding party numerically stronger. The two men, 
Henry Johnson, left, and Neadham Roberts, right, are members of the 369th Regiment Infantry. 
Each has been decorated with the French Croix de Guerre. 

 
 

http://arcweb.archives.gov/arc/action/ExecuteParentArchivalSearch?id=533461&relationship=AD_PARTOF
http://arcweb.archives.gov/arc/action/ExecuteParentArchivalSearch?id=533461&relationship=AD_PARTOF


 
 

Famous New York [African American] soldiers return home. [Henry] Johnson, one of heroes 
of New York . . ., 1917 - ca. 1919 

 
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) 
ARC Identifier 533524 / Local Identifier 165-WW-127(39) 
Item from Record Group 165: Records of the War Department General and Special Staffs, 1860 
- 1952 
 
The full caption for this item is as follows: Famous New York [African American] soldiers return 
home. [Henry] Johnson, one of heroes of New York's [African American] 369th (old 15th) 
regiment, passing along Fifth avenue during parade. He is standing in automobile with bouquet 
presented to him . . . 



 

 
 

A Study in Black and Yellow by Gordon Hope Grant (1875-1962)



 
 

SGT. HENRY JOHNSON - AMERICAN HERO of WORLD WAR I - AN INSPIRATION TO OUR 
FIGHTING MEN TODAY, 1943 

 
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) 
ARC Identifier 535680 / Local Identifier 208-COM-197 
Item from Record Group 208: Records of the Office of War Information, 1926 - 1951 
Caption: Sergeant Henry Johnson - with biographical paragraphs. 
Creator: Office for Emergency Management. Office of War Information. Domestic Operations 
Branch. News Bureau. (06/13/1942 - 09/15/1945) 
 

http://arcweb.archives.gov/arc/action/ExecuteRelatedOrganizationSearch?id=1138586&relationship=AD_CREATOR
http://arcweb.archives.gov/arc/action/ExecuteRelatedOrganizationSearch?id=1138586&relationship=AD_CREATOR


 

Source: Scott, Emmet J. The American Negro in the World War 

 



 

 

Private Henry Johnson 
Private Needham Roberts 

Of the New York National Guards (now the 369th) who have been decorated by the French for 
routing 24 Germans and preventing the carrying out of a well-developed plan to assail one of 
the most important points of resistance on the American front. They have been awarded the 

War Cross by the French. 

 

http://www.gutenberg.org/files/19179/19179-h/19179-h.htm 

Title: Kelly Miller's History of the World War for Human Rights 

 
Author: Kelly Miller 

 
Release Date: July 17, 2007 [EBook #19179] 

http://www.gutenberg.org/files/19179/19179-h/19179-h.htm




 

 

 

 

"Hell Fighters" from Harlem  
by H. Charles McBarron 

Sechault, France -- September 29, 1918 

 
 
From Harlem streets and other New York City neighborhoods they came, members of the only 
U.S. unit to get "over there" with their old State name - the 15th New York. These black 
National Guardsmen soon found themselves with a new name, the 369th Infantry Regiment. 
Many months after their arrival in the war zone the 369th Infantry, as part of the French Army's 
161st Division, marched toward a date with destiny in the Meuse-Argonne offensive. On a 
fateful day, September 29, a regimental historian would later remember, "the day dawned clear 
and cool. There was expectancy in the air." A fierce artillery barrage preceded the attack by the 
369th, nickname "Hell Fighters" by the enemy. After a brutal struggle during which heavy 
casualties were sustained Sechault was taken and the 369th soldiers dug in to consolidate their 
advance position. The action depicted earned the Croix de Guerre for the entire regiment. But 
the Meuse-Argonne claimed nearly one-third of these black fighters men as battle casualties. 
This distinguished National Guard regiments left its proud mark on the AEF as "the regiment 
that never lost a man captured, a trench or a foot of ground..." Today's 369th Transportation 
Battalion, New York Army National Guard, carries on the traditions of the gallant "Hell Fighters" 
of yesterday. 

 

Downloaded from: http://www.ng.mil/resources/galleries/heritage/hellfighters.html 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Original artwork by Gerry Embleton who illustrated the story in Paradis magazine. 

Source: http://www.kaiserscross.com/60401/176522.html 

 

http://www.kaiserscross.com/60401/176522.html


 

(MILITARY--WORLD WAR I.) Our Colored Heroes. Henry Johnson, Needham Roberts, Honored as 
Heroes, 1918 

 

Description 
(MILITARY--WORLD WAR I.) Our Colored Heroes. Henry Johnson, Needham Roberts, Honored as 

Heroes. Chromolithograph "uplift" print, 20x26 inches.>[Chicago: Renesch, 1918] 
Auction, Lot#300 

 
Swann Galleries 

104 East 25th Street 
New York, NY 10010-2977 

 
Specialist: 

Wyatt Houston Day 
Phone:212-254-4710, ext. 300 

Email: wday@swanngalleries.com 
 

Note: Text of insert on painting quotes General Pershing’s communique. 
 

mailto:wday@swanngalleries.com




 

 
C. AFRICAN 

AMERICAN SOLDIERS 

IN FRANCE 
 

 



 

 

 

GUARDING THE FLAG. 

The flag of the old 15th (decorated by the French) and Old Glory. 

http://www.gutenberg.org/files/19179/19179-h/19179-h.htm 

Title: Kelly Miller's History of the World War for Human Rights 

 
Author: Kelly Miller 

 
Release Date: July 17, 2007 [EBook #19179] 

 

 

http://www.gutenberg.org/files/19179/19179-h/19179-h.htm


 

Colonel William Hayward and Arthur Little, Henry Johnson’s commanding officers. 
Taken from article dated 17 February 1919 in the New York Journal: OLD 15th PARADES 

UP 5th AVE. 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

COL. HAYWARD AND GROUP OF REAL FIGHTERS. 

All winners of the Croix de Guerre. When a French general gave orders to retire, Col. Hayward 
replied: "My men never retire: they go forward or die, and we are going through here or hell. 
We don't go back." 

http://www.gutenberg.org/files/19179/19179-h/19179-h.htm 

Title: Kelly Miller's History of the World War for Human Rights 

 
Author: Kelly Miller 

 
Release Date: July 17, 2007 [EBook #19179] 

 

http://www.gutenberg.org/files/19179/19179-h/19179-h.htm


 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Source: Scott, Emmet J. The American Negro in the World War 

“80. In the Trenches. The smoke is from explosion of a hand grenade just thrown by the 
American Negro Soldier at the right.” 

http://net.lib.byu.edu/estu/wwi/comment/Scott/images/06p112/S080.jpg


 
 
 
 

 
 

Negro Troops in France. Picture shows part of the 15th Regiment Infantry New York 
National Guard or . . ., 1917 - ca. 1919 

 
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) 

ARC Identifier 533488 / Local Identifier 165-WW-127(4) 
Item from Record Group 165: Records of the War Department General and Special Staffs, 1860 

- 1952 
 

The full caption for this item is as follows: Negro Troops in France. Picture shows part of the 
15th Regiment Infantry New York National Guard organized by Colonel Haywood, which has 

been under fire. Two of the men, Privates Johnson and Roberts, displayed exceptional courage 
while under fire and routed a German raiding party, for which the Negroes were decorated with 

the French Croix de Guerre. It will be noticed that the men have taken to the French helment, 
instead of the flatter and broader British style. 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 

American Negro infantry in France. American Negro infantrymen at roll call somewhere in 
France., 1917 - ca. 1919 

 
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) 

ARC Identifier 533604 / Local Identifier 165-WW-127(112) 
Item from Record Group 165: Records of the War Department General and Special Staffs, 1860 

- 1952 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Source: Scott, Emmet J. The American Negro in the World War 

69. A detachment of American Negro Infantrymen Opertaing in the Front Line Trenches 
 

http://net.lib.byu.edu/estu/wwi/comment/Scott/images/06p112/S069.jpg 
 

http://net.lib.byu.edu/estu/wwi/comment/Scott/images/06p112/S069.jpg
http://net.lib.byu.edu/estu/wwi/comment/Scott/images/06p112/S069.jpg


 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Source: Scott, Emmet J. The American Negro in the World War 

59. American Negro soldiers throwing hand grenades from a French trench into No Man's Land. 
 

http://net.lib.byu.edu/estu/wwi/comment/Scott/images/05p96/S059.jpg 

http://net.lib.byu.edu/estu/wwi/comment/Scott/images/05p96/S059.jpg
http://net.lib.byu.edu/estu/wwi/comment/Scott/images/05p96/S059.jpg


 
 

 
 
 

Source: Scott, Emmet J. The American Negro in the World War 

54. This is how the Western Front in France looked most of the time. Tne Germans kept down 
in their trenches and the Allies in theirs, with barbed wire entanglements of No Man's Land 

between them. Negro soldiers with machine guns. 
 

http://net.lib.byu.edu/estu/wwi/comment/Scott/images/05p96/S054.jpg


 
 

 
 
 

Source: Scott, Emmet J. The American Negro in the World War 

55. Another corner of the Fighting Front: American Negro Soldiers and French Colonials firing 
rifle grenades. 

 
http://net.lib.byu.edu/estu/wwi/comment/Scott/images/05p96/S055.jpg 

http://net.lib.byu.edu/estu/wwi/comment/Scott/images/05p96/S055.jpg
http://net.lib.byu.edu/estu/wwi/comment/Scott/images/05p96/S055.jpg


 
 
 

 
 
 

Source: Scott, Emmet J. The American Negro in the World War 

35. Colored Troops on Sentry Duty Near the Front Lines 
 

http://net.lib.byu.edu/estu/wwi/comment/Scott/images/03p48/S035.jpg 
 

http://net.lib.byu.edu/estu/wwi/comment/Scott/images/03p48/S035.jpg
http://net.lib.byu.edu/estu/wwi/comment/Scott/images/03p48/S035.jpg


 
 
 

 
 
 

Source: Scott, Emmet J. The American Negro in the World War 

11. American Negro Machine Gunners in the Marne Sector of France 
 

http://net.lib.byu.edu/estu/wwi/comment/Scott/images/02p16/S011.jpg 

http://net.lib.byu.edu/estu/wwi/comment/Scott/images/02p16/S011.jpg
http://net.lib.byu.edu/estu/wwi/comment/Scott/images/02p16/S011.jpg


 
 
 
 

 
 

Source: Scott, Emmet J. The American Negro in the World War 

16. How the boys enjoyed themselves in France 
 

http://net.lib.byu.edu/estu/wwi/comment/Scott/images/02p16/S016.jpg 

http://net.lib.byu.edu/estu/wwi/comment/Scott/images/02p16/S016.jpg


 
 

 
 

American [African American] troops camp in France. Machine gun instruction., 1918 
 

National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) 
ARC Identifier 533600 / Local Identifier 165-WW-127(108) 

Item from Record Group 165: Records of the War Department General and Special Staffs, 1860 
- 1952 



 
 

American Negro camp on the Marne Front, France. [African American] troopers watching a 
baseball gam . . ., 1917 - ca. 1919 

 
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) 
ARC Identifier 533573 / Local Identifier 165-WW-127(82) 
Item from Record Group 165: Records of the War Department General and Special Staffs, 1860 
- 1952 
 
The full caption for this item is as follows: American Negro camp on the Marne Front, France. 
[African American] troopers watching a baseball game behind the lines. 

 
 
 
 

 



 

Le 369th infantry 93d Division a servi avee la 161 éme Division FranÇaise. 
De gauche a droite: 

- Colonol William HAYWARD commandant le 369th infantry 
- Géneral LEBOUC commandant la 161 éme Division FranÇaise 
- Major E.W. WHITEMORE officier médecin du 369th infantry 
- Major Arthur LITTLE commandant le 1st Battalion du 369th infantry 
- Major David A. L’ESPERANCE commandant le 3d Battalion du 369th infantry 
- Capitaine John Holley CLARK Jr. commandant le 2d Battalion du 369th infantry 

UNGERSHEIM (68) Le 11 décembre 1918 
 
ENGLISH: 

The 369th Infantry Division 93d served AVEE the 161th French Division. 
From left to right: 

- William HAYWARD Colonel commanding the 369th infantry 
- General LEBOUC commanding the 161th French Division 
- Major E.W. WHITEMORE medical officer of 369th infantry 
- Major Arthur LITTLE commanding the 1st Battalion of the 369th infantry 
- Major David A. HOPE commanding the 3d Battalion, 369th infantry 
- Captain John Holley CLARK Jr. commanding the 2d Battalion, 369th infantry 

UNGERSHEIM (68) December 11, 1918 
 

SC N°35577 Voir légende sous la photo 
http://aefcollections.forumactif.net/t1553-la-93rd-division-en-france 

http://aefcollections.forumactif.net/t1553-la-93rd-division-en-france


 

 

 

 

 

 

SC N°11916 Revue du 369th infantry, présentation des couleurs. Vers MAFFRECOURT (Marne) 
le 5 mai 1918 

ENGLISH : 

SC No. 11916 Review 369th Infantry, presentation of colors. To Maffrecourt (Marne) May 5, 
1918 

 

http://aefcollections.forumactif.net/t1553-la-93rd-division-en-france 

 

 

 

 

http://aefcollections.forumactif.net/t1553-la-93rd-division-en-france


 

 

SC N°11902 Chariot tracté par une mule entre le H.Q. du régiment et le front. 369th infantry 
secteur de MAFFRECOURT (Marne) le 4 mai 1918 

ENGLISH : 

SC No. 11902 Chariot pulled by a mule between the HQ the regment and forehead.  369th 
Infantry sector Maffrecourt (Marne) May 4, 1918 

 

http://aefcollections.forumactif.net/t1553-la-93rd-division-en-france 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://aefcollections.forumactif.net/t1553-la-93rd-division-en-france


 

 

SC N°11897 Les couleurs du 369th infantry 93d Division MAFFRECOURT (Marne) le 5 mai 1918 

ENGLISH : 

SC No. 11897 The colors of the 369th Infantry Division 93d Maffrecourt (Marne) May 5, 1918 

 

http://aefcollections.forumactif.net/t1553-la-93rd-division-en-france 

 

http://aefcollections.forumactif.net/t1553-la-93rd-division-en-france


 
 
 

 
D. SOLDIERS RETURN 

HOME TO THE US 



 
 

Famous [African American] regiment arrives home on the France. New York's famous 369th 
(old 15t . . ., 1917 - ca. 1919 

 
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) 
ARC Identifier 533528 / Local Identifier 165-WW-127(42) 
Item from Record Group 165: Records of the War Department General and Special Staffs, 1860 
- 1952 
 
The full caption for this item is as follows: Famous [African American] regiment arrives home on 
the France. New York's famous 369th (old 15th) Infantry [African American] troops arrive at 
Hoboken, New Jersey. They are the only regiment which never had one of their men captured 
and never lost a foot of ground or a trench, also the only unit in the American Expeditionary 
Force which bore a state name and carried a state flag. 
 



 
 

Some of the [African American] men of the 369th (15th New York). Who won the Croix de 
Guerre for ga . . ., 1919 

 
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) 
ARC Identifier 533492 / Local Identifier 165-WW-127(8) 
Item from Record Group 165: Records of the War Department General and Special Staffs, 1860 
- 1952 
 
The full caption for this item is as follows: Some of the [African American] men of the 369th 
(15th New York). Who won the Croix de Guerre for gallantry in action. 



 
 
 
 

 
 

Famous [African American] regiment arrives home from France, 02/10/1919 
 
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) 
ARC Identifier 533548 / Local Identifier 165-WW-127(60B) 
Item from Record Group 165: Records of the War Department General and Special Staffs, 1860 
– 1952 
 
The full caption for this item is as follows: Famous [African American] regiment arrives home 
from France. [The] 369th New York Infantry (Old 15th) of [African American] troops listening to 
their band play its last tune before debarking at Hoboken, New Jersey. 



 
 
 

 
 

Famous [African American] regiment arrives home on the France. Heroes of 369th (old 15th) 
New York Infantry, 02/10/1919 

 
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) 
ARC Identifier 533512 / Local Identifier 165-WW-127(28) 
Item from Record Group 165: Records of the War Department General and Special Staffs, 1860 
- 1952 
 
The full caption for this item is as follows: Famous [African American] regiment arrives home on 
the France. Heroes of 369th (old 15th) New York [African American] Infantry, first of Colonel 
Hayward's command, return to this country, ready to debark at Hoboken, New Jersey. These 
men covered themselves with glory on the battlefields of France and not a man was captured 
by the Huns. Soldier in center is wearing a helmet which he took from one of the Huns. 



 
 
 

 
 

15th Infantry fighters home with War Crosses. French liner La France arrives with 15th 
Infantry . . ., 1917 - ca. 1919 

 
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) 
ARC Identifier 533549 / Local Identifier 165-WW-127(60C) 
Item from Record Group 165: Records of the War Department General and Special Staffs, 1860 
- 1952 
 
The full caption for this item is as follows: 15th Infantry fighters home with War Crosses. French 
liner La France arrives with 15th Infantry, Negro fighters who won honors in France. 



 
 
 

 
 

The Famous 369th Arrive in New York City. Members of the 369th [African American] 
Infantry…, 1917 - ca. 1919 

 
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) 
ARC Identifier 533496 / Local Identifier 165-WW-127(12) 
Item from Record Group 165: Records of the War Department General and Special Staffs, 1860 
- 1952 
 
The full caption for this item is as follows: The Famous 369th Arrive in New York City. Members 
of the 369th [African American] Infantry, formerly 15th New York Regulars. Back to little old 
New York. 

 



 
 

Famous New York [African American] soldiers return home. [The] 369th Infantry, old New 
York City [A . . ., 1917 - ca. 1919 

 
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) 
ARC Identifier 533552 / Local Identifier 165-WW-127(61) 
Item from Record Group 165: Records of the War Department General and Special Staffs, 1860 
- 1952 
 
The full caption for this item is as follows: Famous New York [African American] soldiers return 
home. [The] 369th Infantry, old New York City [African American] 15th, marching up Fifth 
Avenue to the welcome of people who lined the curb to cheer them. 



 
 

Color bearers of the famous 369th [African American] regiment at beginning of parade in 
honor of the . . ., 1917 - ca. 1919 

 
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) 
ARC Identifier 533537 / Local Identifier 165-WW-127(51) 
Item from Record Group 165: Records of the War Department General and Special Staffs, 1860 
- 1952 
 
The full caption for this item is as follows: Color bearers of the famous 369th [African American] 
regiment at beginning of parade in honor of their return [to] New York City. 
 



 
 
Colors of The Famous 369th Infantry in Parade in New York City. Colors of the famous 369th 

Infantry . . ., 02/17/1919 
 
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) 
ARC Identifier 533494 / Local Identifier 165-WW-127(10) 
Item from Record Group 165: Records of the War Department General and Special Staffs, 1860 
- 1952 
 
The full caption for this item is as follows: Colors of The Famous 369th Infantry in Parade in 
New York City. Colors of the famous 369th Infantry [African American] troops of New York that 
have been decorated by the French Government. 



 
 
 
 

 
 

Colonel Hayward's "Hell Fighters" in parade. The famous 369th Infantry of [African 
American] fighte . . ., 02/18/1919 

 
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) 
ARC Identifier 533518 / Local Identifier 165-WW-127(34) 
Item from Record Group 165: Records of the War Department General and Special Staffs, 1860 
- 1952 
 
The full caption for this item is as follows: Colonel Hayward's "Hell Fighters" in parade. The 
famous 369th Infantry of [African American] fighters marching in New York City in honor of 
their return to this country. 



 
 
 
 

 
 

Parade of Famous 369th Infantry on Fifth Avenue New York City. Colonel "Bill" Hayward's 
famous "Hel . . ., 02/18/1919 

 
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) 
ARC Identifier 533495 / Local Identifier 165-WW-127(11) 
Item from Record Group 165: Records of the War Department General and Special Staffs, 1860 
- 1952 
 
The full caption for this item is as follows: Parade of Famous 369th Infantry on Fifth Avenue 
New York City. Colonel "Bill" Hayward's famous "Hell Fighters" of the 369th Infantry march by 
crowds at the New York Public Library 42nd Street and Fifth Avenue. 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Famous New York [African American] regiment. [African American] children gathered along 
line of mar . . ., 1917 - ca. 1919 

 
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) 
ARC Identifier 533508 / Local Identifier 165-WW-127(24) 
Item from Record Group 165: Records of the War Department General and Special Staffs, 1860 
- 1952 
 
The full caption for this item is as follows: Famous New York [African American] regiment. 
[African American] children gathered along line of march to extend royal welcome to their 
daddies of [the] 369th (old 15th New York City) regiment, as the famous fighters pass up Fifth 
Avenue in welcome home parade. 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Famous New York [African American] soldiers return home. 369th Infantry, known as 
"Fighting 15th", . . ., 1917 - ca. 1919 

 
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) 
ARC Identifier 533514 / Local Identifier 165-WW-127(30) 
Item from Record Group 165: Records of the War Department General and Special Staffs, 1860 
- 1952 
 
The full caption for this item is as follows: Famous New York [African American] soldiers return 
home. 369th Infantry, known as "Fighting 15th", back from France, where they have covered 
themselves with glory, swing up Lenox Avenue, New York City, and receive royal welcome. 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Famous New York soldiers return home. [The] 369th Infantry (old 15th National Guard of 
New York Cit . . ., 1917 - ca. 1919 

 
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) 
ARC Identifier 533553 / Local Identifier 165-WW-127(62) 
Item from Record Group 165: Records of the War Department General and Special Staffs, 1860 
- 1952 
 
The full caption for this item is as follows: Famous New York soldiers return home. [The] 369th 
Infantry (old 15th National Guard of New York City) was the first New York regiment to parade 
as veterans of Great War. General view of parade and reviewing stand. 

 



 
 
 

 
 

Crowds waiting for the parade of the famous 369th [African American] Infantry, formerly 
15th New Yor . . ., 1917 - ca. 1919 

 
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) 
ARC Identifier 533517 / Local Identifier 165-WW-127(33) 
Item from Record Group 165: Records of the War Department General and Special Staffs, 1860 
- 1952 
 
The full caption for this item is as follows: Crowds waiting for the parade of the famous 369th 
[African American] Infantry, formerly 15th New York regulars, New York City. 



 
 
 

 
 

Members of famous 369th [African American] Infantry in battle formation passing up Fifth 
Avenue, New . . ., 1917 - ca. 1919 

 
 

National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) 
ARC Identifier 533520 / Local Identifier 165-WW-127(36) 
Item from Record Group 165: Records of the War Department General and Special Staffs, 1860 
- 1952 
 
The full caption for this item is as follows: Members of famous 369th [African American] 
Infantry in battle formation passing up Fifth Avenue, New York City in parade. 

 



 
 
 

 
 

Relatives and friends cheering the 369th Infantry as they pass in parade. New York City's 
[African . . ., 02/17/1919 

 
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) 
ARC Identifier 533513 / Local Identifier 165-WW-127(29) 
Item from Record Group 165: Records of the War Department General and Special Staffs, 1860 
- 1952 
 
The full caption for this item is as follows: Relatives and friends cheering the 369th Infantry as 
they pass in parade. New York City's [African American] population turned out to greet the 
heroes of the 369th Infantry ,the old 15th of New York City, [African American] fighters who 
earned all the glories of war in France. 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 

E. OTHER VISUAL 

AIDES 



 

A.C. Co. marked US Model 1917 Bolo knife and scabbard in overall very good condition 
showing considerable finish on the blade, sharp markings, good grooved wood grips, good 

sheath with tan woven cover, leather tip and brass throat. US military bolo knife with leather 
scabbard and belt loop, approx. 19-1/2” overall with blade marked “US 4311” and SA flaming 
bomb 1910. This rig is in overall good condition showing scattered erosion on the blade, crisp 

markings, good wood handle with three brass rivets; scabbard is in overall good condition 
with brass throat and marked “Ladew 1918 C.H.W.”. 

 

http://www.icollector.com/A-C-Co-marked-US-Model-1917-Bolo-knife-and-scabbard-in-overall-very-
good-condition-showing-consi_i8649745 



 

 

 

Distinctive unit insignia for 369th Regiment & 369th Sustainment BDE 

http://www.tioh.hqda.pentagon.mil/Heraldry/ArmyDUISSICOA/ArmyHeraldryUnit.aspx?u=4646 

 

 

 

http://www.tioh.hqda.pentagon.mil/Heraldry/ArmyDUISSICOA/ArmyHeraldryUnit.aspx?u=4646


 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Burial: 
Arlington National Cemetery 
Arlington 
Arlington County 
Virginia, USA 
Plot: Section 25, Lot 64 
Maintained by: 
Find A Grave 
Originally Created by: 
Erik Lander 
Record added: Jan 14, 2002 
Find A Grave Memorial # 6090488 
 

http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-
bin/fg.cgi?GRid=6090488&page=gr 

  



 
 

 
 
 

Statue of Henry Johnson sits atop a monument in Washington Park in Albany, NY. (Paul 
Buckowski / Times Union) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Sen. Charles Schumer, D-N.Y., left, congratulates Herman A. Johnson at the Pentagon Thursday, 
Feb. 13, 2003, prior to Johnson accepting the Distinguished Service Cross on behalf of his late 

father, Sgt. Henry Johnson of Albany, N. Y., for heroism in World War I. (AP Photo/Dennis Cook) 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Times Union Staff photograph by Philip Kamrass -- US Senator Charles E. Schumer , talks 
during a press conference at the Henry Johnson statue in Washington Park in Albany 
April 23, 2001 to urge President Bush to award the Congressional Medal of Honor to 

Johnson, of Albany, for his heroism in World War I. (PHILIP KAMRASS) 

 









 

 

 

 

APPENDIX A  
GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT THE MEDAL OF HONOR 

This section contains the Department of Defense Manual and a 
useful background article on the Medal of Honor. 
 

• Department of Defense Manual NUMBER 1348.33, Volume 
1, November 23, 2010. 

• Medal of Honor: History and Issues, by David F. Burrelli 
(Specialist in National Defense,  Foreign Affairs and National 
Defense Division at The Congressional Research Service). 
Updated March 30, 2006. 

 



Department of Defense 
 

MANUAL 
 

 
 

NUMBER 1348.33, Volume 1  
November 23, 2010 

 
USD(P&R) 

 
SUBJECT: Manual of Military Decorations and Awards:  General Information, Medal of 

Honor, and Defense/Joint Decorations and Awards 
  
References: See Enclosure 1 
 
 
1.  PURPOSE 
 

a.  Manual.  In accordance with the authority in DoD Directive 5124.02 (Reference (a)) and 
the guidance in DoD Instruction (DoDI) 1348.33 (Reference (b)), this Manual implements the 
DoD Military Awards Program policies and procedures.   

 
b.  Volume.  This Volume: 
 
 (1)  Provides procedures for preparation and submittal of:  recommendations for the 

Medal of Honor (MOH) and Defense/Joint decorations and awards; out-of-Service requests for 
awards; lost award recommendations; posthumous awards; award replacement; and 
reconsideration of award recommendations.   

 
 (2)  Provides detailed information regarding DoD MOH criteria.   
 
 (3)  Provides detailed information regarding Defense/Joint decorations and awards, 

including the Defense Distinguished Service Medal (DDSM), Defense Superior Service Medal 
(DSSM), Defense Meritorious Service Medal (DMSM), Joint Service Commendation Medal 
(JSCM), Joint Service Achievement Medal (JSAM), and the Joint Meritorious Unit Award 
(JMUA).   

 
 (4)  Cancels DoD 1348.33-M (Reference(c)). 
 
 (5)  Incorporates and cancels References (d) through (i).  

 
 
2.  APPLICABILITY.  This Volume applies to: 
 

a.  OSD, the Military Departments, the Office of the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
and the Joint Staff, the Combatant Commands, the Office of the Inspector General of the 



Department of Defense, the Defense Agencies, the DoD Field Activities, and all other 
organizational entities within the Department of Defense (hereafter referred to collectively as the 
“DoD Components”).   
 
 b.  The Commissioned Corps of the Public Health Service under agreement with the 
Department of Health and Human Services. 
 
 
3.  DEFINITIONS.  See Glossary. 
  
 
4.  POLICY.  It is DoD policy in accordance with Reference (b) that:   
 

a.  Members of the U.S. Armed Forces serving with the DoD Components, shall, through the 
DoD Military Awards Program, receive appropriate tangible recognition for acts of valor or 
heroism, meritorious service, or specific achievement through award of personal performance 
awards, DoD service awards (campaign, expeditionary, and service (CE&S) medals), and unit 
awards.   

 
b.  Recommendations for personal performance and unit awards must be placed into official 

channels as stated by official guidance for that particular decoration or award.  Section 1130 of 
title 10, United States Code (U.S.C.) (Reference (j)) allows any member of Congress (MOC) to 
request consideration of a proposal for the award, or presentation of a decoration, not previously 
submitted in a timely fashion.  Decoration and award review requests submitted pursuant to 
Reference (j) are covered in section 4 of Enclosure 3.      
 

c.  Only one award or decoration is authorized for the same act, achievement, or period of 
service for any individual or unit.  However, a personal performance award for valor, heroism, or 
specific achievement within a longer period of meritorious service is not considered duplication, 
provided the citation for the meritorious service or the accompanying documentation justifying 
the award does not cite any of the actions for which the valorous or specific achievement award 
was given.  Additionally, a personal performance award for deployed wartime meritorious 
service (e.g., Bronze Star Medal) within a longer period of service is not considered duplication, 
provided the citation for the meritorious service or the accompanying documentation justifying 
the award does not cite any of the actions for which the deployed wartime meritorious service 
award was given.  The fact that a unit received a unit award or an individual received a DoD 
CE&S medal during the same period does not limit the awarding of a personal performance 
award.   

 
d.  The Institute of Heraldry (TIOH), Department of the Army, is designated to act on behalf of 
the Department of Defense in establishing regulations governing control in the manufacture and 
quality assurance of military decorations.  Medals can only be produced by manufacturers 
certified by TIOH.  With the exception of the MOH, all full-size and miniature military medals 
may be sold commercially in accordance with the Office of the Secretary of Defense for 
Personnel and Readiness (Military Manpower and Personnel Policy, Officer and Enlisted 



Personnel Management) Memorandum (Reference (k)).  The MOH and all appurtenances are not 
authorized for sale.     
 

e.  Specific policies with respect to Defense/Joint decorations and awards apply to the 
Defense/Joint decorations and awards, and to the Service members eligible to receive them.   
 

(1)  Unless otherwise stated, only those members of the U.S. Armed Forces who have 
rendered superior meritorious service while assigned to a joint duty activity (JDA) or assigned to 
a joint task force (JTF) headquarters shall be eligible for consideration of a Defense/Joint 
decoration.  A JTF commander, the staff, and other Service members assigned and/or attached to 
a JTF as individuals (not as members of a Service unit) may also be eligible for Defense/Joint 
decorations and the JMUA to recognize exceptional service or achievement.  Members of 
Service-unique units assigned and/or attached to a JTF are not eligible for Defense/Joint 
decorations or awards, but retain eligibility for award of personal performance awards and unit 
awards from their respective Military Departments.  They may not be awarded Defense/Joint 
decorations nor included in the award of the JMUA. 
 

(2)  Service members permanently assigned to staff or faculty positions of joint-Service 
schools are eligible for Defense/Joint decorations; students of such schools are not. 
 

(3)  Eligibility for Defense/Joint decorations does not constitute eligibility for Joint Duty 
Assignment credit, pursuant to section 668 of Reference (j)). 
 

(4)  Individual mobilization augmentees assigned to joint activities are eligible for 
Defense/Joint decorations. 
 

(5)  Being under operational control of a JDA or JTF does not constitute Defense/Joint 
decoration eligibility.  Personnel who are assigned to Military Department components that are 
subsequently attached to a JDA or JTF for administrative or exercise purposes shall not be 
eligible for Defense/Joint decorations.  (Individual Service members performing as part of a unit 
whose mission is Service-specific (e.g., mobile training teams) are not eligible for Defense/Joint 
decorations.) 
 

(6)  Defense/Joint decorations are typically awarded to Service members permanently 
assigned to a qualifying JDA to recognize periods of superior meritorious service (12 months or 
more and encompassing an individual’s entire joint assignment).  However, they may also be 
awarded as impact awards to recognize an outstanding achievement.  

 
(a)  Impact awards for outstanding achievement are rare and intended to recognize a 

single specific act or accomplishment, separate and distinct from regularly assigned duties, such 
as a special project.  The achievement must be of a truly outstanding nature.  They are not 
intended to provide a means to authorize additional decorations or a decoration when the 
conditions for a completed period of service have not been fulfilled.  An outstanding 
achievement covers a short period of time with definite beginning and ending dates.  A 
recommendation for an outstanding achievement award should be submitted only when the 
achievement is of such magnitude that it cannot be recognized in any other way than by award of 



a decoration, and to delay such recognition until completion of the individual’s period of service 
would diminish the significance of the accomplishment.    

 
(b)  Defense/Joint decorations may be awarded to recognize the outstanding 

achievement of Service members on temporary duty (TDY) to a joint activity but are not 
intended as an automatic award for these members.  Only under the most unusual circumstances 
will the DDSM, DSSM, or DMSM be awarded as an impact award for outstanding TDY 
achievement.  The DDSM, DSSM, and DMSM are specifically intended to recognize 
exceptionally distinguished service and exceptionally superior service, respectively, and to honor 
an individual’s accomplishments over a sustained period.     
 

(7)  No Defense/Joint decoration shall be awarded or presented to any Service member 
whose entire service during or after the time of the distinguished act, achievement, or meritorious 
service has not been honorable.  
 

(8)  Any Defense/Joint decoration for a distinguished act, achievement, or meritorious 
service may be revoked if facts, later determined, would have prevented original approval of the 
decoration.  Commanders or staff directors becoming aware of any such instances must 
immediately report the circumstances and make recommendations, through channels, to the 
awarding authority for review and determination of appropriate action.  Awarding authorities 
must seek advice from their legal staff in all cases where there is doubt as to the appropriateness 
of the award action.  A Defense/Joint decoration should also be revoked if the basis for which it 
was awarded no longer exists (e.g., the Service member’s permanent change of station (PCS) 
assignment was canceled).  When the awarding authority has determined that a Defense/Joint 
decoration should be revoked, the original orders should be revoked and the Service member 
notified of the revocation by their respective Military Department. 

 
(9)  The number of decorations that may be awarded to a Service member is not limited; 

however, only one decoration is awarded for the same act, achievement, or period of service.  
Additionally, Defense/Joint decorations may not be awarded to any Service member for an act, 
achievement, or period of service for which a Military Department decoration has been awarded.  
Additionally, no Military Department decoration may be awarded to any Service member for an 
act, achievement, or period of service for which a Defense/Joint award has been awarded. 
 

(10)  Retirement or separation from military service, while assigned to a qualifying 
organization under which the retiring Service member is eligible for a Defense/Joint decoration. 

 
(a)  Any of the Defense/Joint decorations may be awarded upon the retirement or 

separation of an eligible Service member.   
 
(b)  Retirement shall not be used to request or justify a higher level decoration than 

the actual service, achievement, or tenure in the joint assignment supports.  In other words, 
Defense/Joint decoration recommendations must be based purely on the tour of joint service and 
not the Service member’s entire career or previous assignments.   
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(c)  In those instances where the length of the joint duty assignment, or degree of 
responsibility, would not qualify a Service member for an appropriate level Defense/Joint 
decoration upon retirement, the recommending official may recommend the Service member for 
an appropriate decoration from the Service member’s respective Military Department in lieu of 
recommending the individual for a Defense/Joint decoration.   

 
 
5.  RESPONSIBILITIES.  See Enclosure 2.  
 
  
6.  PROCEDURES.  See Enclosure 3. 
 
 
7.  RELEASABILITY.  UNLIMITED.  This Volume is approved for public release and is 
available on the Internet from the DoD Issuances Website at http://www.dtic.mil/whs/directives.   
 
 
8.  EFFECTIVE DATE.  This Volume is effective immediately. 
 
 
 
 
 Clifford L. Stanley 
 Under Secretary of Defense for 
 Personnel and Readiness  
 
Enclosures 
 1.  References 
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ENCLOSURE 2 
 

RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
 

1.  UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE FOR PERSONNEL AND READINESS 
(USD(P&R)).  The USD(P&R) shall: 
 
 a.  Develop and maintain DoD guidance governing the DoD Military Awards Program, in 
accordance with DoDI 5025.01 (Reference (l)). 
 
 b.  Ensure that implementing documents by the DoD Components conform to pertinent laws, 
executive orders (E.O.s), regulations, and DoD policy. 
 
 c.  Provide the policies and procedures necessary to manage the DoD Military Awards 
Program. 
 

d.  Adjudicate individual exceptions to policy. 
 
 
2.  DIRECTOR OF ADMINISTRATION AND MANAGEMENT (DA&M).  The DA&M shall: 
 

a.  Provide policy guidance governing issuance of the Office of Secretary of Defense 
Identification Badge, which is often referred to as the “OSD Staff badge.” 

 
b.  Adjudicate individual Defense/Joint award exceptions to policies for all Defense/Joint 

decoration recommendations not managed by the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 
 
c.  Adjudicate requests for delegation of award authority for Defense/Joint awards based on 

existing policy.  
 
d.  Adjudicate JMUA recommendations, including exception to policy requests. 
 
e.  Administer: 
 

(1)  The procurement and issuance of the OSD Staff badge. 
 
(2)  The entrance date of Service members proposed for authorization to wear the OSD 

Staff badge. 
 
(3)  Issuance of certificates and citations for the DDSM and the DSSM. 
 
(4)  The processing of all individual Defense/Joint decoration recommendations not 

administered by the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.  This responsibility includes all 
DDSMs, DSSMs, and recommendations below the DDSM and DSSM from OSD, the Defense 
Agencies, and the DoD Field Activities. 



 
 
3.  DIRECTOR, DEFENSE LOGISTICS AGENCY (DLA).  The Director, DLA, under the 
authority, direction, and control of the Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition, Technology, 
and Logistics, shall: 

 
a.  Procure, stock, and issue Defense/Joint decorations and awards for the DoD Components.  
 
b.  Procure, stock, and issue certificates for the DMSM, JSCM, and the JSAM, as authorized 

by the USD(P&R), for the DoD Components. 
 
 
4.  SECRETARIES OF THE MILITARY DEPARTMENTS.  The Secretaries of the Military 
Departments shall: 
 

a.  Establish procedures in their respective department to ensure compliance with the policies 
and procedures outlined in this Volume. 

 
b.  Administer the awards program for non-Defense/Joint decorations or awards in their 

department. 
 
c.  Comply with the provisions of E.O. 3524 (Reference (m)), as they pertain to the designing 

of medals and insignia. 
 
d.  Comply with the provisions of section 1130 of Reference (j), as they pertain to review for 

the proposal for the award or presentation of a decoration (or the upgrading of a decoration), 
either for an individual or unit, that is not otherwise authorized to be presented or awarded due to 
limitations established by law or policy.   

 
 e.  Provide appropriate congressional delegations with the personal information of Service 
members who are awarded valor awards, Silver Star or above, in accordance with the procedures 
contained in Enclosure 3, subparagraph 9.b, Volume 3 of this Manual.  
 
 f.  For MOH recipients, notify the Service member’s congressional delegation (Senate and 
House) in accordance with notification procedures contained in Enclosure 3, subparagraph 9.b, 
Volume 3 of this Manual.   
 
 
5.  SECRETARY OF THE ARMY.  The Secretary of the Army, in addition to the 
responsibilities in section 4 of this enclosure, shall: 
 

a.  Upon request by the Secretary of another Military Department or the Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs, provide heraldic support for the design of flags, insignia, badges, decorations, 
medals, seals, guidons, streamers, final pieces for flagstaffs, buttons, buckles, awards, trophies, 
marks, emblems, rosettes, scrolls, braids, ribbons, knots, tabs, cords, and similar items as 
authorized by section 4594 of Reference (j). 
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b.  Advise other Federal departments and agencies on matters of heraldry. 

 
c.  Prescribe regulations providing for reimbursement for services furnished. 

 
d.  Act on behalf of the Department of Defense in establishing regulations governing control 

in manufacture and quality assurance of decorations. 
 

 
6.  CHAIRMAN OF THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF.  The Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff shall: 
  
 a.  Identify, in consultation with the Joint Chiefs of Staff, U.S. Military operations that 
qualify for award of the Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal (AFEM) and the Armed Forces 
Service Medal (AFSM) in accordance with E.O. 10977 (Reference (n)) and E.O. 12985 
(Reference (o)). 
 
 b.  Recommend to the USD(P&R) dates of eligibility for the AFEM and AFSM. 
 

c.  Act upon JMUA recommendations for units assigned to joint command or organizations 
reporting to or through the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, to include the Combatant 
Commands. 

 
d.  Establish procedures to ensure compliance with the policies and procedures outlined in 

this Volume.  
 

e.  Act upon individual Defense/Joint award exceptions to policies for the DSSM and below 
for Service members assigned to joint commands or organizations reporting to or through the 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, to include the Combatant Commands. 

 
f.  Adjudicate individual Defense/Joint award exceptions to policies for the DSSM and below 

for Service members assigned to joint commands or organizations reporting to or through the 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, to include the Combatant Commands.



ENCLOSURE 3 
 

PROCEDURES 
 
 
1.  PREPARATION OF RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

a.  MOH 
 

(1)  The Secretary concerned shall establish procedures for processing MOH 
recommendations in his or her Military Department.  Minimally, MOH recommendations shall 
contain the endorsement of the Combatant Commander concerned and the Service Chief 
concerned.  After required endorsements are obtained, MOH recommendations will be 
forwarded to the Secretary of Defense through the USD(P&R) under the personal endorsement 
of the Military Department Secretary concerned.   
 
  (2)  The USD(P&R) shall: 
    

(a)  Obtain the endorsement of the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff for each 
MOH recommendation. 

 
(b)  Advise the Secretary of Defense regarding each MOH recommendation.   

 
  (3)  MOH recommendations submitted to the USD(P&R) by the Secretary of a Military 
Department must be suitable for presentation to the Secretary of Defense and the President of the 
United States.  An example MOH recommendation package can be viewed at:  
http://prhome.defense.gov/MPP/OEPM/functions.aspx.  At a minimum, MOH recommendations 
will: 
 
   (a)  Be prepared in two copies, less official citation and certificate. 
 
   (b)  Be housed in a three-ring binder of appropriate size with an organized table of 
contents. 
 
   (c)  Contain supporting documents (e.g., forms, narratives, witness statements, 
graphs, diagrams, and pictures) that are clearly legible and visible.  Supporting documents that 
were originally in color shall be provided in color, not as black and white photocopies.  
Documents that are difficult to read will be transcribed and the transcription will be included in 
the recommendation along with the original document.  
 
   (d)  Be saved electronically onto appropriate medium that will be forwarded along 
with the MOH recommendation.  Classified portions of the recommendations will only be 
provided in paper copy. 
 
   (e)  Include a Military Department MOH citation and certificate, in a presentation 
folder, suitable for presentation by the President of the United States.  



 
(f)  Include, if forwarded pursuant to section 1130 of Reference (j): 

 
    1.  A draft statutory time waiver.  The draft statutory time waiver should not 
recommend approval of the MOH, but should merely provide the President of the United States 
with statutory authority to authorize the award.  Figure 1 contains the format for a draft statutory 
time waiver. 
 
    2.  Copies of the notification letters sent to:  the MOC who initiated the request; 
Chairman and Ranking Member of the House Armed Services Committee; and Chairman and 
Ranking Member of the Senate Armed Services Committee.  The notification letter sent to the 
requesting MOC should NOT include the draft statutory time waiver language.  It should make 
the requesting MOC aware that the MOH cannot be awarded until a statutory time waiver 
becomes law. 
 
    3.  Include a MOH timeline detailing specific processing dates for the MOH 
recommendation.        

 
 

Figure 1.  Sample Format for Draft MOH Statutory Time Waiver 
 

SEC. XXX.    AUTHORIZATION FOR AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR FOR (insert 
rank and full name) FOR ACTS OF VALOR DURING THE (insert name of conflict).   
 
 (a)  AUTHORIZATION.  Notwithstanding the time limitations specified in section XXXX 
(insert appropriate section  -- 3744 Army; 6248 Dept of Navy; 8744 Air Force) of title 10, United 
States Code, or any other time limitation with respect to awarding of certain medals to persons 
who served in the U.S. Armed Forces, the President of the United States is authorized to award 
the Medal of Honor under section XXXX (insert appropriate section – 3741 Army; 6241 Dept of 
Navy; 8741 Air Force) of such title (include the word posthumously if member is deceased) to 
(insert rank and full name) for acts of valor during (insert name of conflict) described in 
subsection (b).  
  

(b)  ACTS OF VALOR DESCRIBED.—The acts of valor referred to in subsection (a) are the 
actions of (insert full name), on (insert date: Month Day, Year) as a member of the United States 
(insert Military service) serving in the grade of (insert grade) in the (insert country) while serving 
with the (insert unit information). 

 
b.  Defense/Joint Decorations and Awards 

      
(1)  Each recommendation for a Defense/Joint decoration (see Appendix 1 of this 

enclosure) is evaluated on the merits of the justification submitted.  The justification must be 
specific, factual, and provide concrete examples of exactly what the person did, how well he or 
she did it, what the impact or benefits were, and how he or she significantly exceeded expected 
duty performance. 

 



(2)  All recommendations for Defense/Joint decorations shall be submitted by official 
memorandum or letter (original plus 3 copies) through command or staff channels to the 
appropriate approval authority.  The JTF and special program offices must process award 
recommendations through the Executive Agent (EA) and, where applicable, the appropriate OSD 
principal staff assistant (PSA).  The narrative justification for either the DDSM or the DSSM 
shall not exceed three single-spaced typewritten pages; DMSM shall not exceed two single-
spaced typewritten pages; and for lesser Defense/Joint decorations, it shall not exceed a single-
spaced typewritten page.  Supporting documentation only should be included when such 
documentation is essential to the recommendation.  Figure 2 shows the sample format for 
Defense/Joint Award recommendations. 
 

Figure 2.  Sample Format for Defense and Joint Award Recommendations 
 

MEMORANDUM FOR (approval authority) 
                    THROUGH:  (if applicable) 
 
SUBJECT:  Recommendation for Award of the (as applicable) 
 

Under the provisions of DoD 1348.33-M, (date), the following Service member is recommended 
for award of the (as applicable): 

 
a.  (Grade, name, Service, and social security number.) 
 
b.  (Organization of assignment.) 
 
c.  (Title and duty assignment at the time of act or service.  Include Service, Joint Manpower 

Program paragraph, and/or line number or Joint Duty Authorization List number, as applicable.) 
 
d.  (Inclusive dates for which recommended.) 
 
e.  Service member to be (reassigned permanent change of station on _____), (relieved from 

active duty on _______).  (If presentation is desired at gaining activity, provide forwarding address of the 
servicing military personnel office.) 

 
f.  (If presentation is desired before departure, state required presentation date and provide 

complete mailing address.  If the decoration, citation, and certificate are to be hand carried by a 
representative of the unit, provide name and telephone number of contact.) 

 
g.  (Previous Defense/Joint decorations and inclusive dates.) 
 
h.  No other award for this Service member for this action is pending, and no previous award has 

been made for the act or service described herein.  (It is the responsibility of the recommending official to 
ensure compliance with this policy.)   

 
Attached is a narrative description of (achievement performed or service rendered):  Instructions:  

The narrative should be typewritten and should provide specific, factual, and concrete examples of 
exactly what the Service member did, how it was done, what benefits or results were realized, and why or 
how such benefits or results equated to superior performance of duty. 
 



                                                                       (Signature of Recommending Official) 
 
Attachments - 3 
1.  Narrative 
2.  Citation 
3.  Supporting documentation (if appropriate) 

 
 

c.  Citations for Defense/Joint Decorations 
 

(1)  Citations for the DDSM, DSSM, DMSM, JSCM, and the JSAM shall be prepared on 
8 1/2 x 11 inch plain bond paper.  Parchment paper or other suitable paper stock may be used.  
Command seals may be imprinted if desired to enhance the quality and aesthetic value of the 
citation.  
 

(2)  Local manufacture of Defense/Joint decoration citations is not authorized.  DoD 
printed heading citations shall be used until current stock levels are depleted. 
 

(3)  The opening sentence must identify the awardee by grade, name, duty assignment 
(except where the act was not performed as part of a duty assignment), location, and date (or 
inclusive dates). 
 

(4)  The citation is a short description of the act, achievement, or service.  Be specific on 
facts and confine to no more than 16 lines, if possible.  Avoid superfluous adjectives and other 
embellishment. 
 
  (5)  Confine the closing to one sentence, which will personalize the summation, by use of 
the awardee’s name and his or her attributes. 
 
  (6)  In citations for retirement awards, use the word “long” in the closing sentence only 
when referencing more than 30 years of service. 
 
  (7)  Do not use the words “singularly,” “great,” or other similar terms in the closing 
sentence of citations for the JSAM. 
 
  (8)  Do not use code names in citations, nor any abbreviations, other than Jr., Sr., II, and 
so on, following the Service member’s name.  For compound grade titles, such as first lieutenant, 
staff sergeant, and so on, spell out the complete grade title in the opening sentence.  The short 
title may be used in the balance of the citation if applicable (e.g., lieutenant, sergeant). 
 
  (9)  Award certificates will be used without reference to number of oak leaf clusters. 
 
  (10)  Sample citations for the DDSM, DSSM, DMSM, JSCM, and JSAM are at Figures 3 
through 7, respectively. 
  

d.  Other DoD-Wide Decorations and Awards.  Guidance regarding the preparation of 
recommendations for the remaining DoD-wide decorations and awards can be found in the 



specific section for the decoration or award in the applicable volumes of this Manual or in the 
applicable Military Department references:  

 
(1)  Army Regulation 600-8-22 (Reference (p)). 
 
(2)  Secretary of the Navy Instruction 1650.1 Series (Reference (q)). 
 
(3)  Air Force Instruction 36-2803 (Reference (r)). 

 
 

Figure 3.  Sample Citation for DDSM 
 
OPENING SENTENCE: 
 
General Duffle P. Bag, United States Army, distinguished himself by exceptionally 
distinguished service as (duty assignment), from (month year) to (month year)). 
 
NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION: 
 
During this period, the outstanding leadership and ceaseless efforts of General Bag resulted in 
major contributions to national security of the United States. 
 
CLOSING SENTENCE: 
 
(PCS Award) 
 
The distinctive accomplishments of General Bag reflect great credit upon himself, the United 
States Army, and the Department of Defense (or Office of the Secretary of Defense). 
 
(Retirement Award) 
 
The distinctive accomplishments of General Bag culminated a (“long and” – if member has 30 or 
more years of service) distinguished career in the service of his country and reflect great credit 
upon himself, the United States Army, and the Department of Defense (or Office of the Secretary 
of Defense). 
 
(Posthumous Award) 
 
In the dedication of his service to his country and through his distinctive accomplishments, 
General Bag reflected great credit upon himself, the United States Army, and the Department of 
Defense (or Office of the Secretary of Defense). 
 
 



Figure 4.  Sample Citation for DSSM 
 
OPENING SENTENCE: 
 
Colonel Anthony J. Jones, United States Army, distinguished himself by exceptionally superior 
service as (duty assignment), from (month year) to (month year)). 
 
NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION: 
 
During this period, the outstanding leadership and ceaseless efforts of Colonel Jones resulted in 
major contributions to national security of the United States. 
 
CLOSING SENTENCE: 
 
(PCS Award) 
 
The distinctive accomplishments of Colonel Jones reflect great credit upon himself, the United 
States Army, and the Department of Defense (or Office of the Secretary of Defense). 
 
(Retirement Award) 
 
The distinctive accomplishments of Colonel Jones culminated a (“long and” – if member has 30 
or more years of service) distinguished career in the service of his country and reflect great credit 
upon himself, the United States Army, and the Department of Defense (or Office of the Secretary 
of Defense). 
 
(Posthumous Award) 
 
In the dedication of his service to his country and through his distinctive accomplishments, 
Colonel Jones reflected great credit upon himself, the United States Army, and the Department 
of Defense (or Office of the Secretary of Defense). 
 
 



Figure 5.  Sample Citation for DMSM 
 
OPENING SENTENCE: 
 
Major Anthony J. Jones, United States Army, distinguished himself by exceptionally meritorious service 
(achievement) as (duty assignment), from (month year) to (month year)). 
 
NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION: 
 
During this period, the outstanding professional skill, leadership, and ceaseless efforts of Major Jones 
resulted in major contributions to the effectiveness and success of various nationally critical programs. 
 
OR 
 
In this important assignment, Major Jones’ outstanding leadership and devotion to duty were instrumental 
factors in the resolution of many problems of major importance to the Department of Defense. 
 
CLOSING SENTENCE: 
 
The distinctive accomplishments of Major Jones reflect great credit upon himself, the United States 
Army, and the Department of Defense (or Office of the Secretary of Defense). 
 
(Retirement Award) 
 
The distinctive accomplishments of Major Jones culminate a (“long and” – for members with more than 
30 years of service) distinguished career in the service of his country and reflect great credit upon himself, 
the United States Army, and the Department of Defense (or Office of the Secretary of Defense). 
 
(Separation Award) 
 
The distinctive accomplishments of Major Jones while serving his country reflect great credit upon 
himself, the United States Army, and the Department of Defense (or Office of the Secretary of Defense). 
 
(Posthumous Award) 
 
In the dedication of his service to his country and through his distinctive accomplishments, Major Jones 
reflected great credit upon himself, the United States Army, and the Department of Defense (or Office of 
the Secretary of Defense). 
 
(Impact/PCS Award) 
 
The distinctive accomplishments of Major Jones reflect credit upon himself, the United States Army, and 
the Department of Defense (or Office of the Secretary of Defense). 
 
 



Figure 6.  Sample Citation for JSCM 
 
OPENING SENTENCE: 
 
Lieutenant Commander Andrea J. Jones, United States Navy, distinguished herself by 
exceptionally meritorious service (achievement) as (duty assignment and office), from (month 
year) to (month year)). 
 
NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION: 
 
During this period, Commander Jones’ outstanding professional skill, knowledge, and leadership 
aided immeasurably in identifying problem areas in the field of ( ) and in developing and 
implementing research projects capable of solving these problems. 
 
CLOSING SENTENCE: 
 
The distinctive accomplishments of Commander Jones reflect great credit upon herself, the 
United States Navy, and the Department of Defense (or Office of the Secretary of Defense). 
 
(Retirement Award) 
 
The distinctive accomplishments of Commander Jones culminate a (“long and” – for members 
with more than 30 years of service) distinguished career in the service of her country and reflect 
great credit upon herself, the United States Navy, and the Department of Defense (or Office of 
the Secretary of Defense). 
 
(Separation Award) 
 
The distinctive accomplishments of Commander Jones while serving her country reflect great 
credit upon herself, the United States Navy, and the Department of Defense (or Office of the 
Secretary of Defense). 
 
(Posthumous Award) 
 
In the dedication of her service to her country and through her distinctive accomplishments, 
Commander Jones reflected credit upon herself, the United States Navy, and the Department of 
Defense (or Office of the Secretary of Defense). 
 
(Impact/PCS Award) 
 
The distinctive accomplishments of Major Jones reflect credit upon herself, the United States Navy, and 
the Department of Defense (or Office of the Secretary of Defense). 
 
 



Figure 7.  Sample Citation for JSAM 
 
OPENING SENTENCE: 
 
Staff Sergeant Anthony J. Jones, United States Air Force, distinguished himself by exceptionally 
meritorious achievement as (duty assignment) OR (while assigned to (office) from (month year) 
to (month year)). 
 
NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION: 
 
Sergeant Jones demonstrated outstanding professional skill, knowledge, and inter-service 
leadership in organizing, developing, and reforming the administrative requirements for the 
Department of Defense Variable Housing Allowance Study Group. 
 
CLOSING SENTENCE: 
 
The distinctive accomplishments of Sergeant Jones reflect credit upon himself, the United States 
Air Force, and the Department of Defense (or Office of the Secretary of Defense). 
 
 
2.  SUBMISSION OF RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

a.  MOH 
 
  (1)  Secretaries of Military Departments submit MOH recommendations to the Secretary 
of Defense through the USD(P&R).   
 
  (2)  Time limits for submission of MOH recommendations are dictated by statute and 
vary by Military Department. 
 
   (a)  Department of the Army.  MOH recommendations must be entered formally into 
official channels within 2 years of the act warranting the recommendation, and awarded within 3 
years, except as provided in section 3744 of Reference (j).   
 
   (b)  Department of the Navy (U.S. Navy and U.S. Marine Corps).  MOH 
recommendations must be entered formally into official channels within 3 years of the act 
warranting the recommendation, and awarded within 5 years, except as provided in section 6248 
of Reference (j).  
 
   (c)  Department of the Air Force.  MOH recommendations must be entered formally 
into official channels within 2 years of the act warranting the recommendation, and awarded 
within 3 years, except as provided in section 8744 of Reference (j).   
 
   (d)  All Military Departments.  A MOC may, pursuant to the authority granted by 
section 1130 of Reference (j), request the applicable Military Department Secretary consider a 



proposal for the award or presentation of a MOH not previously submitted within specified time 
limits.  (See section 4 of this enclosure.) 
 

b.  Defense/Joint Decorations 
 
  (1)  Each recommendation for a Defense/Joint decoration must be entered 
administratively into official command or staff channels within 1 year of the act, achievement, or 
service to be recognized.  Recommendations not submitted within the 1-year requirement must 
be forwarded as an exception to policy requesting a time limit waiver to the appropriate approval 
authority.   
 

(2)  All recommendations placed in official channels must be forwarded to the designated 
authority for approval or disapproval.  Where appropriate, intermediate endorsing officials or 
commanders may recommend disapproval or comment on the propriety of lesser or higher 
awards if they do not favor the requested decoration.  Placement in official channels is defined as 
“signed by the initiating official and endorsed by a higher official in the chain of command.” 
 
  (3)  Authorities shall administratively review recommendations and prepare the 
appropriate certificates for approved decorations. 
 

(a)  In preparing certificates, the name of the issuing agency, command, or office 
shall be typed or lettered above the “Command or Office” line on the left.  The signature block 
of the approval authority shall be typed on the lower right above the “Secretary of Defense” line.  
(The overprinting or typing of the word “For” on the approval line is unnecessary.) 

 
(b)  Recommending commands will prepare citations for Defense/Joint decorations 

(DSSM and below) and include a copy of the citation with the award recommendation.  The 
awarding authority will provide the certificate, medal set, and folder. 
       

c.  Other DoD-Wide Decorations and Awards.  Guidance regarding the submission of 
recommendations for the remaining DoD-wide decorations and awards can be found in the 
specific section regarding the award in the applicable volume of this Manual or in the applicable 
Military Department reference (References (p), (q), or (r)).       
 
 
3.  LOST RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

a.  Defense/Joint Decorations and Awards.  Recommendations for Defense/Joint decorations 
and awards (see Appendix 1 of this enclosure) officially placed into command or staff channels 
in the prescribed time limitations, but which were not acted on through loss or inadvertence, may 
be resubmitted to the appropriate awarding authority for consideration at any time within 2 years 
after discovery of the fact that the recommendation was not acted on through loss or 
inadvertence.  Lost recommendations must be forwarded through the same official channels and 
are contingent upon the requirements described in subparagraphs 3.a.(1) through (3) of this 
enclosure.  Recommendations not so documented shall be returned without action.  The 
resubmission must include the following: 



 
 

(1)  A copy of the original recommendation or its substantive equivalent.  Minimally, the 
recommendation should be accompanied by statements, certificates, and affidavits corroborating 
the events or services involved.  The person signing a reconstructed award recommendation must 
be identified clearly in terms of his or her official relationship to the intended recipient at the 
time of the act or during the period of service to be recognized, even if the person submitting the 
recommendation had no official relationship at that time. 

 
(2)  Evidence that the recommendation was officially placed in command or staff 

channels in the prescribed time limit.  (Each recommendation for a Defense/Joint decoration 
must be entered administratively into command or staff channels within 1 year of the act, 
achievement, or service to be recognized.). 

 
(3)  Evidence of the loss of the recommendation or the failure to act on the 

recommendation through inadvertence. 
 

b.  Other DoD-Wide Decorations and Awards.  Guidance regarding lost recommendations for 
the remaining DoD-wide decorations and awards can be found in the specific section regarding 
the award in the applicable volume of this Manual or in the applicable Military Department 
reference (References (p), (q), or (r)).             
 
 
4.  OUT OF SERVICE REQUEST FOR AWARDS 
 

a.  Introduction 
 

(1)  This section provides guidance concerning award procedures for personnel no longer 
on active duty when: 
          

(a)  Applying for new awards (Personal Performance Awards; DoD CE&S medals; 
and Unit Awards) not previously awarded. 

   
(b)  Applying for the upgrade of Personal Performance Awards previously awarded. 
   
(c)  Applying for awards by Reserve and National Guard Members. 
             
(d)  Applying for new awards and upgrade of awards beyond normal time limits 

through the time waiver process governed by section 1130 of Reference (j). 
 
  (2)  Information regarding the replacement of previously presented awards that have been 
lost can be found in section 6 of this enclosure. 
 

b.  Applications for New Decorations or Awards 
 
  (1)  Within Specified Time Limits 



 
(a)  The time limit for submitting recommendations for personal and unit awards 

varies based on numerous factors (e.g., statute, E.O., DoD policy, Military Department policy).  
Refer to the applicable volumes of this Manual to determine the applicable time limit for 
submitting award recommendations for the applicable decoration or award.  Recommendations 
for new decorations or awards still within specified time limit requirements are processed 
according to standard DoD, Joint Staff, and Military Department procedures.  

 
(b)  Eligibility for DoD CE&S medals is not governed by time limit requirements 

because eligibility and award are a matter of service record verification.  Requests for 
determination of eligibility for CE&S medals must be submitted to the appropriate Military 
Department organization currently maintaining the member’s service record.  The National 
Archives website provides information on requesting issuance of decorations and awards from 
each of the Military Departments (see http://www.archives.gov/st-louis/military-
personnel/public/awards-and-decorations.html). 
 
  (2)  Beyond Specified Time Limits 
 

(a)  Section 1130 of Reference (j) states upon request of a MOC, the Secretary 
concerned shall review a proposal for the award or presentation of a decoration (or the upgrading 
of a decoration), either for an individual or a unit, that is not otherwise authorized to be presented 
or awarded due to limitations established by law or policy for timely submission of a 
recommendation for such award or presentation.  Reference (j) requirements and processes are 
described in subparagraph 4.d. of this enclosure. 

 
(b)  The Purple Heart and Prisoner of War Medal are not subject to time limits as 

Service members are not recommended for these awards.  Therefore, it is not necessary to 
process eligibility requests through a MOC in accordance with Reference (j).  
 
  (3)  Reserve and National Guard Personnel.  Personnel currently serving in the Reserve 
and National Guard shall process any request for an award, including those of prior service, 
through their current chain of command. 
 

c.  Upgrade of Previously Approved Awards.  Upgrade of a previously approved award 
requires the presentation of new and relevant material evidence that was not available at the time 
the original recommendation was considered.  Additional details regarding information that was 
previously provided in the original award recommendation will not meet the “new and relevant” 
requirement.    
 

d.  Requests for Award of Medals or Upgrade of Previously Awarded Medals Made by a 
MOC Under Section 1130 of Reference (j) 
 
  (1)  Application.  Section 1130 of Reference (j) requires the Secretary concerned to 
review a proposal for the award or presentation of a decoration (or the upgrading of a decoration) 
either for an individual or unit that is not otherwise authorized to be presented or awarded due to 

http://www.archives.gov/st-louis/military-personnel/public/awards-and-decorations.html
http://www.archives.gov/st-louis/military-personnel/public/awards-and-decorations.html


time limitations established by law or policy.  Section 1130 of Reference (j) does not apply to 
DoD CE&S medals.   
  
  (2)  Preparation and Submission.  Preparing an award recommendation years after an 
action occurred can be a challenge.  However, the requestor is solely responsible for assembling 
a complete award recommendation package, which is submitted through the MOC to the 
appropriate Military Department.  It is incumbent upon the requestor, not DoD and Military 
Department awards personnel, to conduct any historic research necessary to ensure the 
recommendation package is complete prior to submission.  In the event an incomplete 
recommendation package is submitted, the Military Department shall contact the requesting 
MOC and provide specific guidance regarding the additional information required in order for 
the case to be considered.  At a minimum, a recommendation package must include: 

     
(a)  Award Recommendation Form.  A completed and signed award recommendation 

form.  The recommending official must have been senior in grade or have first-hand personal 
knowledge of the event, at the time of the action(s) or service, to the individual being 
recommended for an award.  Additionally, the recommending official must have knowledge of 
all of the action(s) or service cited.  That is, the recommending official must have either observed 
the actions or been provided information by an individual who observed the actions.  
Recommending officials who did not personally witness the action must have been associated, 
by virtue of their position in the command, with the incident and/or the individual being 
recommended for the award.  If the recommending official is not the commanding officer (CO), 
the CO, if available, must endorse the recommendation.  If it is no longer possible to route the 
recommendation through the CO (e.g., the CO is deceased), a signed statement to the effect must 
be included.  In this case, another officer who has knowledge of the action(s), and who was 
senior in the chain of command of the individual being recommended during the period for 
which recognition is desired, may endorse the recommendation.   

 
 (b)  Supporting Documentation.  If it is not possible to route the award 
recommendation through all the levels of the original chain of command, official military 
documents such as unit logs, situation reports, investigations, after-action reports, fitness reports, 
and/or evaluations, must be included to aid in substantiating the actions delineated in the award 
recommendation.  Since determinations regarding awards are based on verifiable facts, other 
forms of information such as letters, books, newspaper and magazine articles, and personal 
diaries would not be considered, as they are not official documents, but may be included to 
provide additional context. 

 
(c)  Summary of Action.  A summary of action that provides a detailed description of 

the actions or service performed by the individual or unit being considered for recognition.   
 
(d)  Citation.  A proposed citation. 
 
(e)  Notarized Eyewitness Statements.  For all individual combat awards, notarized 

eyewitness statements, with contact information for the eyewitnesses, must be submitted.  These 
statements must contain a complete description of the individual’s actions and must be in the 
eyewitnesses’ own words, not on a prepared form.  The individual being recommended for the 
award may not submit a statement. 



e.  Additional Information.  For additional guidance, refer to the applicable Military 
Department regulation or instruction (References (p), (q), or (r)).       
 
 
5.  POSTHUMOUS AWARDS 
 

a.  Defense/Joint Decorations and Awards.  Defense/Joint decorations and awards (see 
Appendix 1 of this enclosure) may be awarded to an appropriate representative of the deceased, 
as determined by the awarding authority.   
 

b.  Other DoD-Wide Decorations and Awards.  Other DoD-wide decorations and awards (see 
Appendix 3 of this enclosure) may be awarded posthumously within applicable time limits as 
specified by sections 3752, 8752, and 6250 of Reference (j).  
 

c.  Military Department Specific Awards.  For information regarding Military Department 
specific decorations and awards, refer to the applicable regulation or instruction (References (o), 
(p), or (q)).         
 
 
6.  REPLACEMENT OF DECORATIONS AND AWARDS 
 

a.  Defense/Joint Decorations and Awards 
 
  (1)  The Service member to whom a Defense/Joint decoration or award has been 
awarded, or the primary next of kin (PNOK) of a Service member to whom a Defense/Joint 
decoration or award was posthumously awarded, may receive one replacement decoration 
without cost if the previously issued medal, ribbon, or other device has been lost, destroyed, or 
rendered unfit for use, without fault or neglect on the part of the recipient or the PNOK.  All 
other replacement decorations are replaced at cost.  Miniature decorations are not replaced by the 
Department of Defense.  However, they are available for purchase from commercial sources at 
the requestor’s expense. 
 
  (2)  Requests for replacement decorations shall be submitted in accordance with the 
procedures established by the Military Department concerned.  The National Archives Website 
provides information on requesting issuance of decorations and awards from each of the Military 
Departments (see http://www.archives.gov/st-louis/military-personnel/public/awards-and-
decorations.html).  For those Defense/Joint decorations that the Military Departments are unable 
to obtain through normal supply channels, the Military Department concerned should obtain the 
decoration from: 
 

Director, Military Personnel 
Human Resources Directorate 
Washington Headquarters Services,  
Washington, D.C.  20301-1155 

 

http://www.archives.gov/st-louis/military-personnel/public/awards-and-decorations.html
http://www.archives.gov/st-louis/military-personnel/public/awards-and-decorations.html


(3)  A copy of any supporting documentation (e.g., DD Form 214, “Certificate of Release 
From Active Duty”; or orders) shall be included with the request.  Copies of supporting 
documentation shall be saved electronically onto appropriate medium and shall be included with 
the request.  Classified portions of the recommendations will only be provided in paper copy. 
 

b.  Other DoD-Wide Decorations and Awards.  For the remaining DoD-wide decorations and 
awards, refer to the applicable Military Department regulation or instruction (References (p), (q), 
or (r)).       

 
 
7.  RECONSIDERATION OF RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

a.  MOH 
 
  (1)  Recommendations for award of the MOH disapproved by a Military Department 
Secretary, or the Secretary of Defense, may only be resubmitted if new, substantive, and material 
information is provided within the time limits set forth by sections 3744, 6248, and 8744 of 
Reference (j).  The information forming the basis must have been previously unknown and not 
considered by recommending and disapproving officials.  Those provisions are to protect the 
integrity and purity of purpose of the MOH by ensuring that all relevant information is submitted 
and considered in a timely manner to preserve the integrity of the witnessed actions.   
 
  (2)  An additional basis for reconsideration is the instance where a Secretary of a Military 
Department or the Secretary of Defense determines there is evidence of material error or 
impropriety in the original processing or decision on a recommendation for award of the MOH.  
Examples of such an instance might be the loss of accompanying and/or substantiating 
documents to the recommendation or proven gender, religious, or racial discrimination.  
Determination of the existence of material error or impropriety in the original processing and 
decision shall not be delegated below the Secretary of a Military Department.  Those provisions 
are to protect the integrity and purity of purpose of the MOH by ensuring that all relevant 
information is submitted and considered in a timely manner to preserve the integrity of the 
witnessed actions.  
 
  (3)  All other instances of reconsideration shall be limited to those in which the formal 
recommendation was submitted in statutory time limits, the recommendation was lost or 
inadvertently not acted on, and when those facts are conclusively established by the respective 
Secretary of a Military Department or other official delegated appropriate authority.  Those 
provisions are to protect the integrity and purity of purpose of the MOH by ensuring that all 
relevant information is submitted and considered in a timely manner to preserve the integrity of 
the witnessed actions. 
      
  (4)  According to section 1130 of Reference (j), a MOC may request the applicable 
Military Department Secretary review a proposal for the award or presentation of a decoration 
(or upgrade of a decoration), either for an individual or a unit, that is not otherwise authorized to 
be presented or awarded due to limitations established by law or policy for timely submission of 



a recommendation for such award or presentation.  Section 1130 of Reference (j) requirements 
and processes are described in subparagraph 4.d. of this enclosure.   
 

b.  Defense/Joint Decorations and Awards 
 
  (1)  A request for reconsideration of a disapproved or downgraded recommendation, or 
upgrade of a previously approved decoration, must be placed in official channels within 1 year 
from the date of the awarding authority’s decision.  One time reconsideration by the award 
authority shall be conclusive.  However, a MOC, pursuant to Reference (j), may request a review 
of a proposal for the award or presentation of a decoration (or the upgrading of a decoration) that 
is not authorized to be presented or awarded due to limitations established by law or policy for 
timely submission of a recommendation (see section 4 of this enclosure). 
 
  (2)  Recommendations are submitted for reconsideration only if new, substantive, and 
material information is furnished and the time limits specified in subparagraph 7.b.(1) of this 
enclosure, do not prevent such action.  Requests for reconsideration must be forwarded through 
the same official channels as the original recommendation.  The additional justification for 
reconsideration must be in letter format, not to exceed two single-spaced typewritten pages.  A 
copy of the original recommendation, with all endorsements, and the citation must be attached. 
 
  (3)  If the reconsideration is approved and when a lesser decoration has already been 
approved, action will be taken by the awarding authority to revoke the lesser awarded 
Defense/Joint decoration. 
 

c.  Other DoD-Wide Decorations and Awards.  For the remaining DoD-wide decorations and 
awards, refer to the applicable Military Department regulation or instruction (References (p), (q), 
or (r)).       

 
 
8.  MEDAL OF HONOR 
   

a.  Introduction.  The MOH is the highest and most prestigious U.S. military medal.  It is 
awarded by the President of the United States in the name of Congress.  Authority to award the 
MOH is contained in sections 3741, 6241, and 8741 of Reference (j).      
  
 b.  Award Category.  Personal Performance Award. 
   
 c.  Eligibility Requirements 
 

(1)  Eligibility Criteria 
 

(a)  In accordance with sections 3741, 6241, and 8741 of Reference (j), the MOH may 
be awarded to members of the U.S. Armed Forces who distinguish themselves conspicuously by 
gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of their lives above and beyond the call of duty under any of 
the following circumstances: 
 



1.  While engaged in an action against an enemy of the United States. 
 
2.  While engaged in military operations involving conflict with an opposing 

foreign force. 
 
3.  While serving with friendly foreign forces engaged in an armed conflict 

against an opposing armed force in which the United States is not a belligerent party. 
 

(b)  The deed performed must have been one of personal bravery or self-sacrifice so 
conspicuous as to clearly distinguish the individual above his or her comrades and must have 
involved risk of life.   

 
(c)  Proof beyond a reasonable doubt that the Service member performed the valorous 

action for which they were recommended for the MOH. 
 
(d)  While MOH criteria include a requirement for the Service member to risk his or 

her life, there is NO requirement for the member to be wounded or killed in order to meet the 
“risk of life” portion of the MOH award criteria.     

 
  (2)  Definitions.  See Glossary.  
 
 d.  Foreign Military Personnel.  The MOH may not be awarded to foreign military personnel 
in accordance with sections 3741, 6241, and 8741 of Reference (j).   
    
 e.  Procedures 
 
  (1)  Recommendations 
 

(a)  The Secretary of the Military Department concerned shall establish procedures 
for processing MOH recommendations in his or her Military Department.  Minimally, MOH 
recommendations shall contain the endorsement of the Combatant Commander concerned and  
the Service Chief concerned.  
 

(b)  After required endorsements are obtained, MOH recommendations personally 
endorsed by the Military Department Secretary concerned will be forwarded to the Secretary of 
Defense through the USD(P&R).  The USD(P&R) shall forward each MOH recommendation to 
the CJCS for endorsement prior to forwarding them to the Secretary of Defense.    

 
(c)  The MOH is governed by statutory time limits: 

   
1.  Army.  In accordance with section 3744 of Reference (j), U.S. Army MOH 

recommendations must be entered formally into official channels within 2 years of the act 
warranting the recommendation, and awarded within 3 years, except as provided for in section 
3744 of Reference (j).   
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2.  Navy and Marine Corps.  In accordance with section 6248 of Reference (j), 
Navy and Marine Corps MOH recommendations must be formally entered into official channels 
within 3 years of the act warranting the recommendation, and awarded within 5 years, except as 
provided for in section 6248 of Reference (j).   

 
3.  Air Force.  In accordance with section 8744 of Reference (j), Air Force MOH 

recommendations must be entered formally into official channels within 2 years of the act 
warranting the recommendation, and awarded within 3 years, except as provided for in section 
8744 of Reference (j).   

 
4.  All Military Departments.  In accordance with section 1130 of Reference (j), a 

MOC can request consideration of a proposal for the award or presentation of a MOH not 
previously submitted in a timely fashion.  See section 4 of this enclosure. 
 

(d)  See section 7 of this enclosure regarding reconsideration of MOH 
recommendations.  
 
  (2)  Presentation.  When practical, presentation of the MOH shall be made by the 
President of the United States, as the Commander in Chief, in a formal ceremony in Washington, 
D.C.  Premature public disclosure of information concerning recommendations, processing, and 
approval or disapproval actions is a potential source of embarrassment to those recommended 
and the Government.  Additionally, in the case of approved recommendations, it could diminish 
the impact of ceremonies at which the presentation is made.  Therefore, to prevent premature 
disclosure, public comments should not be made on any MOH case under consideration.  
Accordingly, the processing of MOH recommendations shall be handled on a “FOR OFFICIAL 
USE ONLY” basis until the awards are announced officially or are presented.  Additionally, 
pending MOH recommendations are pre-decisional and are exempt from release under Freedom 
of Information Act requests. 
 
  (3)  Courtesies and Privileges Accorded MOH Recipients 
 

(a)  Each recipient receives a monthly pension from the Department of Veterans 
Affairs (VA). 

  
(b)  Enlisted recipients who retire from Military Service may be eligible to receive a 

10 percent increase in retired pay in accordance with sections 3991, 8991, and 1402a of 
Reference (j). 

 
(c)  Recipients are issued a special MOH Travel and Identification Card signed by the 

Secretary of the Military Department concerned that entitles recipients who are not on active 
duty or a military retiree to use space available military air transportation. 

 
(d)  Unlike military personnel and retirees, MOH recipients may wear their uniforms 

at any time or place they choose, except for: 
 



 1.  In connection with the furtherance of any political or commercial interests, or 
when engaged in off-duty civilian employment. 

  
 2.  When participating in public speeches, interviews, picket lines, marches, 

rallies, or public demonstrations, except as authorized by competent authority. 
 

3.  When attending any meeting or event that is a function of, or is sponsored by, 
an extremist organization. 

 
4.  When wearing the uniform would bring discredit upon the Department of 

Defense or the individuals respective Military Department. 
 

 5.  When specifically prohibited by Department of Defense or Military 
Department instructions or directives. 

 
(e)  Recipients who are not on active duty or a military retiree are issued a DoD 

Identification Card, as are their family members.  It authorizes them military commissary, post 
exchange, and theater privileges.  All of the Military Departments, consistent with DoD policy, 
authorize use of morale, welfare, and recreation activities, including honorary club membership 
without dues. 

 
(f)  Children of MOH recipients are not subject to quotas if they are qualified and 

desire to attend one of the U.S. Service academies. 
 
(g)  MOH recipients receive invitations to attend Presidential inaugurations and 

accompanying festivities.  Recipients on active duty and those who are U.S. Government civilian 
employees have traditionally been authorized administrative absence instead of chargeable leave 
to attend these events. 

 
(h)  The VA provides a special engraved headstone for deceased recipients of the 

MOH. 
 
(i)  MOH recipients should be accorded on-base billeting commensurate with the 

prestige associated with the MOH. 
  
 f.  Approval Authority.  The President of the United States is the approval authority for the 
MOH pursuant to sections 3741, 6241, and 8741 of Reference (j).   
  
 g.  Order of Precedence.  The MOH is the Nation’s highest military award.  Therefore, it is 
worn first in order of precedence. 
  
 h.  Subsequent Awards.  In accordance with sections 6247, 3744, and 8744 of Reference (j), 
no more than one MOH may be awarded to an individual.  However, for each succeeding act that 
would otherwise justify award of the MOH, the individual receiving the subsequent award is 
authorized to wear an additional MOH ribbon and/or a “V” device on the MOH suspension 
ribbon.     



 i.  Duplicate Awards.  In accordance with sections 3754, 6256, and 8754 of Reference (j), a 
person awarded the MOH shall, upon written application of that person, be issued, without 
charge, a duplicate MOH with ribbons and appurtenances for display purposes.  Note that the 
MOH flag is an appurtenance of the MOH.  Therefore, MOH recipients are authorized, upon 
written application, a duplicate MOH flag for display purposes.  

j.  Authorized Devices.  “V” Device.  A “V” device is worn centered on the suspension 
ribbon to denote each subsequent award. 
 
 k.  Authorized Appurtenances.  The MOH flag is an appurtenance of the MOH.  
   

(1)  Eligibility Requirements 
 

(a)  Section 903 of title 36, U.S.C. (Reference (s)), authorized the MOH flag.  
Sections 3755, 6257, and 8755 of Reference (j) and section 505 of title 14, U.S.C. (Reference (t)) 
authorized presentation of the MOH flag to: 
   
    1.  Each member of the U.S. Armed Forces to whom a MOH is awarded after 
October 23, 2002. 
 
    2.  Each living MOH recipient regardless of the date he or she was awarded the 
MOH.   
 

(b)  Section 555 of Public Law 109-364 (Reference (u)) expanded eligibility for the 
MOH flag, upon written application therefore, to the PNOK of deceased MOH recipients who 
did not previously receive a MOH flag.   
 

(2)  Description and Symbolism 
 

(a)  The MOH flag is light blue with gold fringe bearing 13 white stars in a 
configuration as on the 8-sided “pad” in which the MOH is suspended. 

 
(b)  The MOH flag commemorates the acts of personal bravery or self-sacrifice above 

and beyond the call of duty and gives emphasis to the MOH being the highest award for valor by 
an individual serving in the U.S. Armed Forces.   
 

(3)  Presentation of the MOH Flag 
 

(a)  In accordance with sections 3755, 6257, and 8755 of Reference (j), the President 
shall provide for the presentation of the MOH flag to each person to whom a MOH is awarded at 
the same time as the presentation of the medal. 

 
(b)  The Secretary of the Military Department concerned shall establish procedures 

for the presenting the MOH flag in an appropriate and dignified ceremony to:   
 



1.  Each MOH recipient who was living as of October 23, 2002.  If the MOH 
recipient has passed away since October 23, 2002, then the MOH flag shall be presented to the 
PNOK.   

 
2.  The PNOK of a deceased MOH recipient, upon written request therefore, in 

accordance with Reference (u).    
 
3.  At a minimum, a general/flag officer (Active or Reserve) will preside over the 

ceremony.  The MOH flag shall not be mailed to the recipient or PNOK.   
 
 (c)  In this section, PNOK includes the eldest surviving grandchild. 
 
 (d)  Only one MOH flag shall be presented to MOH recipient or to the designated 
PNOK.  However, living MOH recipients are authorized, upon written request, a duplicate MOH 
flag for personal use, which may be mailed to the requestor. 

 
(e)  The MOH flag shall be folded with one star showing, representing the MOH and 

presented to the recipient or PNOK during the ceremony. 
 

(4)  Folding the MOH Flag.  See Figure 8.  Fold the flag in half twice width wise.  Fold 
the flag in thirds length wise, leaving one star showing.  Fold the flag in thirds so that one star is 
centered.  The folded flag should form a rectangle with one star showing, representing the 
recipient’s MOH. 

 
(5)  Display 

 
(a)  The MOH flag is a ceremonial flag for indoor use and is considered a personal 

flag, which recipients may display in their home or office. 
 
(b)  The MOH flag may be displayed publicly when the individual is being honored at 

an official military ceremony or the individual is in attendance on the reviewing stand in an 
official ceremony.  If the MOH flag is displayed on a flagstaff, the flagstaff shall be 8 feet tall, 
but shall not be higher than the U.S. flag if displayed at the same time as the U.S. flag. 

 
(c)  When the MOH flag is displayed with the U.S. flag, the U.S. flag shall hold the 

position of superior prominence and in the position of honor on the right.  The MOH flag shall 
be placed to the left of the U.S. flag.  When viewed from an audience, the U.S. flag shall be on 
the left and the MOH flag shall be on the right.  Order of precedence of the MOH flag when 
displayed with State, organizational, and/or general/flag officer personal flags are:  U.S. flag, 
State flag, organizational flag, personal flag, and then MOH flag. 

 
(d)  The Secretaries of the Military Department shall establish procedures for the 

official display of the MOH flag by Government agencies or civilian institutions.  As an 
appurtenance to the MOH, the MOH flag shall be displayed in an attractive, dignified, and secure 
manner. 
 



 k.  Illustration and Description.  See Appendix 3 of this enclosure.   
 



Figure 8.  MOH Flag Folding Diagram 
 



               
9.  DEFENSE DISTINGUISHED SERVICE MEDAL 
 
 a.  Introduction 
 
  (1)  The DDSM is the highest Defense/Joint peacetime award.  The DDSM was 
established by E.O. 11545 (Reference (v)).  Further clarifying guidance was contained in a 
Secretary of Defense Memorandum (Reference (w)). 

 
  (2)  This decoration is awarded by the Secretary of Defense.  It is awarded to the most 
senior officers who perform exceptionally meritorious service in a degree of great responsibility 
with the OSD, the Joint Chiefs of Staff, special or outstanding command in a Defense agency, or 
for any other joint activities designated by the Secretary of Defense.  It is awarded infrequently. 

 
 b.  Award Category.  Defense/Joint Personal Performance Award. 
   
 c.  Eligibility Requirements and Criteria 
 

(1)  Awarded by the Secretary of Defense to any officer of the U.S. Armed Forces who, 
while assigned to a joint staff or activity, distinguishes himself or herself by exceptionally 
meritorious service in a position of unique and great responsibility.  Award for exceptionally 
meritorious service is generally for a period of time greater than 12 months and encompassing an 
individual’s entire joint assignment, including any extensions.  The DDSM shall not be awarded 
to any officer for a period of service for which a Military Department’s Distinguished Service 
Medal, or similar decoration, has been awarded. 

 
(2)  The DDSM shall only be awarded to officers of the U.S. Armed Forces whose 

exceptional performance of duty and contributions to national security or defense have been at 
the highest levels.  Such officers have direct and ultimate responsibility for a major activity or 
program that significantly influences the policies of the U.S. Government.  Contributions 
normally require a direct working relationship with the most senior officials in the Federal 
Government (e.g., Secretary of Defense, Deputy Secretary of Defense, or Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff).  Only under the most unusual circumstances will the DDSM be awarded as an 
impact award for outstanding TDY achievement.  The DDSM is specifically intended to 
recognize exceptionally distinguished service and to honor an individual’s accomplishments over 
a sustained period. 

 
(3)  Normally, such broad responsibilities shall be held by only the most senior officers 

whose duties bring them into direct and frequent contact with the Secretary of Defense and other 
senior officials within the Government.  Examples of such officials are the Deputy Secretary of 
Defense, the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff; the Secretaries of the Military Departments, 
and the Chiefs and Vice Chiefs of the Military Services.   

 
(4)  The DDSM may be awarded to other senior officers who serve in positions of great 

responsibility, or to an officer whose direct and individual contributions to national security or 



defense are recognized as being so exceptional in scope and value as to be equivalent to 
contributions normally associated with positions encompassing broader responsibilities. 

 
(5)  Defense awards, including the DDSM, may be awarded posthumously.  When so 

awarded, they may be presented to an appropriate representative of the deceased, as determined 
by the awarding authority. 

         
 d.  Foreign Military Personnel.  The DDSM is awarded only to officers of the U.S. Armed 
Forces. 
   
 e.  Procedures 
 
  (1)  All recommendations for award of the DDSM to members of the Joint Staff or the 
Combatant Command Headquarters or activities reporting to or through the Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff shall be processed through the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff for 
recommendation.  These recommendations shall not be boarded at the Joint Staff level.  The 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff shall forward recommendations to the Director, Military 
Personnel, Human Resources Directorate, Washington Headquarters Services (WHS), for 
boarding and processing.  Recommendations should be submitted to arrive at the Joint Staff no 
later than 90 days before the desired presentation date. 
 
  (2)  All other recommendations for award of the DDSM shall be submitted to the 
Director, Military Personnel, Human Resources Directorate, WHS, for boarding and processing.  
Recommendations require the signature of the Secretary concerned, applicable Under Secretary 
of Defense, Assistant Secretary of Defense, General Counsel of the Department of Defense, 
Inspector General of the Department of Defense, or Director.  In their absence, the Principal 
Deputy may sign a DDSM award recommendation.  Recommendations should be submitted to 
the WHS no later than 90 days before the desired presentation date. 
  
 f.  Approval Authority.  The DDSM, as the highest Defense/Joint decoration, may only be 
awarded by the Secretary of Defense.  Under no circumstances may the awarding authority be 
delegated. 
 
 g.  Order of Precedence.  The DDSM is worn after the Military Department Service Crosses 
(i.e., Distinguished Service Cross, Navy Cross, or Air Force Cross) and before the Military 
Department Distinguished Service Medals (i.e., Army Distinguished Service Medal, Navy 
Distinguished Service Medal, and Air Force Distinguished Service Medal).  
 

h.  Subsequent Awards 
 

(1)  Individuals are only presented a DDSM upon initial award. 
 
(2)  Subsequent awards are denoted by wearing the appropriate device on the suspension 

and service ribbon of the medal.  Oak leaf clusters, 13/32 inch in length, are centered on the 
service ribbon and suspension ribbon of full-size medals, with the stems of the leaves pointing to 
the wearer’s right. 



         
(a)  Bronze oak-leaf clusters are used to denote the 2nd through 5th (7th through 10th, 

etc.) award.  No more than four bronze oak-leaf clusters shall be worn.  Bronze oak-leaf clusters 
may be worn with one or more silver oak-leaf clusters. 

 
(b)  Silver oak-leaf clusters are used in lieu of multiples of five bronze oak-leaf 

clusters (e.g., the 6th, 11th).  One or more silver oak-leaf clusters may be worn with up to four 
bronze oak-leaf clusters.  They are worn to the wearer’s right of a bronze oak leaf cluster.   
 
 i.  Authorized Devices.  Oak-Leaf Cluster (bronze and/or silver).   
        
 j.  Illustration and Description.  See Appendix 3 of this enclosure.   
                                    
 
10.  DEFENSE SUPERIOR SERVICE MEDAL 
 
 a.  Introduction.  The DSSM is the second highest Defense/Joint peacetime award.  The 
DSSM was established by E.O. 11904 (Reference (x)).  The medal is most often awarded to 
senior officers in the general/flag officer grades.  The services rendered are similar to those 
required for the award of the Legion of Merit.  The DoD level DSSM is comparable to the 
Service-level Legion of Merit. 

 
 b.  Award Category.  Defense/Joint Personal Performance Award. 
   
 c.  Eligibility Requirements and Criteria 
 

(1)  Awarded by the Secretary of Defense to any member of the U.S. Armed Forces who 
has rendered superior meritorious service in a position of significant responsibility while 
assigned to a joint activity and whose performance cannot be recognized properly by any other 
Defense/Joint decoration.  Award for meritorious service is generally for a period of time greater 
than 12 months and encompassing an individual’s entire joint assignment, including any 
extensions.  Service members assigned and/or attached to a JTF as individuals (not as members 
of a Service unit) may also be eligible for the DSSM.  Members of Service-unique units assigned 
and/or attached to a JTF retain eligibility for award of personal decorations from their parent 
Services.  They may not be awarded Defense/Joint decorations. 

 
(2)  The DSSM may be awarded only to members of the U.S. Armed Forces who, after 

February 6, 1976, rendered superior meritorious service in a position of significant 
responsibility.  The DSSM is specifically intended to recognize exceptionally superior service, 
and to honor an individual’s accomplishments over a sustained period.  Only under the most 
unusual circumstances will the DSSM be awarded as an impact award for outstanding TDY 
achievement.     

 
(3)  Defense/Joint awards including the DSSM may be awarded posthumously.  When so 

awarded, they may be presented to an appropriate representative of the deceased, as determined 
by the awarding authority. 



 
 d.  Foreign Military Personnel.  The DSSM is awarded only to members of the U.S. Armed 
Forces. 
   
 e.  Procedures 
 

(1)  Recommendations approved by the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff shall be 
processed entirely by the Joint Staff.  All other recommendations shall be forwarded to the 
Director, Military Personnel, Human Resources Directorate, WHS, for processing.  
Recommendations should be submitted no later than 90 days before the desired presentation 
date. 

 
(2)  Requests for exceptions to policy or determinations regarding eligibility for the 

DSSM shall be forwarded to the DA&M or to the Director, Joint Staff (DJS), for the Chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, for organizations or activities that report to or through the Chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, to include the Combatant Commands.  Disapproval of any exception 
to policy requests may be made at any level of command. 
 
 f.  Approval Authority 
  
  (1)  The Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff is the approval authority for Service 
members assigned to the Joint Staff, and those Service members assigned to joint organizations 
falling under the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.  This authority may be delegated to the 
DJS, but may not be delegated further. 
 
  (2)  Combatant Commanders are delegated authority to approve or disapprove the DSSM 
for retiring O-6s who are assigned as permanent members of their immediate organizations.  
That authority may not be delegated further.   
 
  (3)  The DA&M is the award authority for all other qualifying Service members.  That 
authority may not be further delegated. 
  
 g.  Order of Precedence.  The DSSM is worn after the Silver Star and before the Legion of 
Merit. 
  

h.  Subsequent Awards 
 

(1)  Individuals are only presented a DSSM upon initial award. 
 
(2)  Subsequent awards are denoted by wearing the appropriate device on the suspension 

and service ribbon of the medal.  Oak leaf clusters, 13/32 inch in length, are centered on the 
service ribbon and suspension ribbon of full-size medals, with the stems of the leaves pointing to 
the wearer’s right. 
         



(a)  Bronze oak-leaf clusters are used to denote the 2nd through 5th (7th through 10th, 
etc.) award.  No more than four bronze oak-leaf clusters shall be worn.  Bronze oak-leaf clusters 
may be worn with one or more silver oak-leaf clusters. 

 
(b)  Silver oak-leaf clusters are used in lieu of multiples of five bronze oak-leaf 

clusters (e.g., the 6th, 11th).  One or more silver oak-leaf clusters may be worn with up to four 
bronze oak-leaf clusters.  They are worn to the wearer’s right of a bronze oak leaf cluster. 
 
 i.  Authorized Devices.  Oak-Leaf Cluster (bronze and/or silver). 
 
 j.  Illustration and Description.  See Appendix 3 of this enclosure.   
 
 
11.  DEFENSE MERITORIOUS SERVICE MEDAL 
 
 a.  Introduction 
 
  (1)  The DMSM is the third highest Defense/Joint peacetime award.  The DMSM was 
established by E.O. 12019 (Reference (y)).   

 
  (2)  The DMSM is not the same as the Meritorious Service Medal (MSM), which is a 
separate U.S. Military Department decoration.  Both have virtually identical award criteria, but 
the DMSM is awarded to Service members assigned to qualifying joint activities according to 
subparagraph 4.e. of this Volume, whereas the Military Department MSM is awarded to Service 
members in Service-unique military units. 

 
 b.  Award Category.  Defense/Joint Personal Performance Award. 
   
 c.  Eligibility Requirements and Criteria 
 

(1)  Awarded in the name of the Secretary of Defense to any active duty member of the 
U.S. Armed Forces who, while serving in a joint activity, distinguishes himself or herself by 
non-combat meritorious achievement or service.  The meritorious service is generally for a 
period of time greater than 12 months and encompassing an individual’s entire joint assignment, 
including any extensions.  The required achievement or service, while of a lesser degree than that 
required for award of the DSSM, must have been accomplished with distinction.  Service 
members assigned and/or attached to a JTF as individuals (not as members of a Service unit) 
may also be eligible for the DMSM.  Members of Service-unique units assigned and/or attached 
to a JTF retain eligibility for award of personal decorations from their parent Services.  They 
may not be awarded Defense/Joint decorations. 

 
(2)  The DMSM shall only be awarded to members of the U.S. Armed Forces who, after 

November 3, 1977, distinguished themselves by non-combat meritorious achievement or service.  
The DMSM is specifically intended to recognize exceptionally meritorious service performance 
and to honor an individual’s accomplishments over a sustained period.  Only under the most 



unusual circumstances will the DMSM be awarded as an impact award for outstanding TDY 
achievement.   

 
(3)  The DMSM will not be awarded for any period of service for which a Military 

Department medal is awarded. 
 
(4)  Defense/Joint awards including the DMSM may be awarded posthumously.  When so 

awarded, they may be presented to an appropriate representative of the deceased, as determined 
by the awarding authority. 
 
 d.  Foreign Military Personnel.  The DMSM is only awarded to members of the U.S. Armed 
Forces. 
   
 e.  Procedures 
 
  (1)  Recommendations for the DMSM shall be submitted to the appropriate approval 
authority for processing.  In those instances where the approval authority rests with the DA&M 
or the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the recommendation shall be submitted for 
processing to the Director, Military Personnel, Human Resources Directorate, WHS, or the DJS 
no later than 90 days before the desired presentation date. 
 

 (2)  Requests for exceptions to policy regarding eligibility for the DMSM shall be 
forwarded to DA&M or to the DJS, for the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, for 
organizations or activities that report to or through the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, to 
include the Combatant Commands.  Disapproval of any exception to policy requests may be 
made at any level of command. 
 
 f.  Approval Authority 
 

(1)  Authority to award the DMSM is hereby delegated to: 
 

(a)  The DA&M for Service members assigned to: 
    

1.  The OSD. 
    
2.  The DoD Field Activities. 
    
3.  The joint DoD activities that report directly to an OSD PSA. 
    
4.  The joint DoD activities for which the Secretary of a Military Department has 

been designated as the EA. 
 
5.  The multilateral and bilateral organizations. 

        



6.  Any other offices in the Executive Branch, the Executive agencies and 
departments, or the independent establishments and Government corporations.  (See United 
States Government Manual 2008/2009 (Reference (z)). 
 

(b)  The DJS, for the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, for Service members 
assigned to the Joint Staff and those agencies and activities reporting directly to the Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff that are not delegated approval authority for that decoration. 
 

(c)  The Commanders of the Combatant Commands, for Service members assigned to 
their respective headquarters or joint activities directly under their operational control.  They also 
may approve the award for a JTF commander, his or her staff, and other Service members 
attached to a JTF as individuals (not as members of an assigned and/or attached unit). 

 
(d)  The Supreme Allied Commander, Europe; the Supreme Allied Commander, 

Transformation; the U.S. Representative to the Military Committee, North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO); the Defense Advisor, U.S. Mission NATO; and the Commander, North 
American Aerospace Defense Command (NORAD) provided they are U.S. officers, for Service 
members assigned in their respective headquarters or associated agencies. 

 
(e)  The Directors of Defense Agencies for Service members assigned to their 

respective agencies. 
 
(f)  The Commander, U.S. Forces Korea, for U.S. Service members assigned to his or 

her headquarters or joint activities reporting directly to that command. 
 
(g)  The President, National Defense University (NDU), for Service members 

assigned to the University, the National War College, and the Industrial College of the Armed 
Forces. 

 
(h)  The Commandant, Joint Forces Staff College, for Service members assigned to 

that college. 
 
(i)  The Chief, National Guard Bureau (NGB), for Service members permanently 

assigned to the headquarters staff of the National Guard.  Eligibility for Defense/Joint 
decorations and awards does not extend to individuals assigned to the 54 State and Territory 
Joint Force Headquarters.  
 
  (2)  That authority may be delegated further at the discretion of an approval authority in 
subparagraphs 11.f.(1)(a) through (i) to subordinate general/flag officers of the U.S. Armed 
Forces in the grade of O-7 or civilian equivalents when they occupy established command or 
staff positions.  Such authority must be delegated in writing and documentation maintained 
indefinitely by the organization receiving the authority. 
  
 g.  Order of Precedence.  The DMSM is worn after the Purple Heart and before the MSM. 
 

h.  Subsequent Awards 



 
(1)  Individuals are only presented a DMSM upon initial award. 
 
(2)  Subsequent awards are denoted by wearing the appropriate device on the suspension 

and service ribbon of the medal.  Oak leaf clusters, 13/32 inch in length, are centered on the 
service ribbon and suspension ribbon of full-size medals, with the stems of the leaves pointing to 
the wearer’s right. 
         

(a)  Bronze oak-leaf clusters are used to denote the 2nd through 5th (7th through 10th, 
etc.) award.  No more than four bronze oak-leaf clusters shall be worn.  Bronze oak-leaf clusters 
may be worn with one or more silver oak-leaf clusters. 

 
(b)  Silver oak-leaf clusters are used in lieu of multiples of five bronze oak-leaf 

clusters (e.g., the 6th, 11th).  One or more silver oak-leaf clusters may be worn with up to four 
bronze oak-leaf clusters.  They are worn to the wearer’s right of a bronze oak leaf cluster. 
 
 i.  Authorized Devices.  Oak-Leaf Cluster (bronze and/or silver). 
 
 j.  Illustration and Description.  See Appendix 3 of this enclosure.   
 

 
12.  JOINT SERVICE COMMENDATION MEDAL 
 

a.  Introduction.  The JSCM was the first Defense/Joint decoration.  It was authorized by the 
Secretary of Defense on June 25, 1963, for award to Service members assigned to joint activities.   
  
 b.  Award Category.  Defense/Joint Personal Performance Award.  
  
 c.  Eligibility Requirements and Criteria 
 

(1)  The JSCM may be awarded in the name of the Secretary of Defense to members of 
the U.S. Armed Forces who, while assigned to a joint activity after January 1, 1963, 
distinguished themselves by meritorious achievement or service.  Award for meritorious service 
is generally for a period of time greater than 12 months and encompassing an individual’s entire 
joint assignment, including any extensions.  Service members assigned and/or attached to a JTF 
as individuals (not as members of a Service unit) may also be eligible for the JSCM.  Members 
of Service-unique units assigned and/or attached to a JTF retain eligibility for award of personal 
decorations from their parent Services.  They may not be awarded Defense/Joint decorations.  

 
(2)  The JSCM will not be awarded for any period of service for which a Military 

Department medal is awarded.   
 
(3)  Defense/Joint awards including the JSCM may be awarded posthumously.  When so 

awarded, they may be presented to an appropriate representative of the deceased, as determined 
by the awarding authority. 
 



d.  Foreign Military Personnel.  The JSCM may be awarded to members of foreign allied 
armed forces assigned directly to the Joint Staff or the Combatant Commands who, after 
February 6, 2006, distinguished themselves by meritorious achievement or service.  See 
subparagraph 12.c.(2), Enclosure 3, of Volume 3 of this Manual for procedures for awarding the 
JSCM to eligible foreign military personnel.  
   

e.  Procedures 
 
  (1)  Recommendations for the JSCM shall be submitted to the appropriate approval 
authority for processing.  In those instances where the approval authority rests with the DA&M 
or the DJS, for the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the recommendation shall be submitted 
for processing to the Director, Military Personnel, Human Resources Directorate, WHS, or the 
DJS no later than 90 days before the desired presentation date. 
 

(2)  Requests for exceptions to policy regarding eligibility for the JSCM shall be 
forwarded to the DA&M or to the DJS, for the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, for 
organizations or activities that report to or through the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, to 
include the Combatant Commands.  Disapproval of any exception to policy requests may be 
made at any level of command. 

      
(a)  The Commander of a Combatant Command may approve an exception to policy 

request for the JSCM for Service members under his or her command not serving in designated 
joint billets but who perform duties that are inherently joint in nature.  This authority may be 
delegated, in writing, to the Deputy Commanders and the Chiefs of Staffs of the Combatant 
Commands.   

 
(b)  The Supreme Allied Commander, Europe, provided he or she is a U.S. officer, 

may approve an exception to policy request for the JSCM for personnel under his or her 
command authority.  This authority may be delegated, in writing, to the Deputy Supreme Allied 
Command Europe or Deputy Chief of Staff, Supreme Allied Command Europe, provided they 
are U.S. officers. 
         

f.  Approval Authority 
 
  (1)  The JSCM shall be awarded in the name of the Secretary of Defense.  Authority to 
award the JSCM is hereby delegated to: 
 

(a)  The DA&M, or designee, for Service members assigned to: 
    
    1.  The OSD. 
    
    2.  The DoD Field Activities. 
    
    3.  The joint DoD activities that report directly to an OSD PSA. 
    



    4.  The joint DoD activities for which the Secretary of a Military Department has 
been designated as the EA. 
    
    5.  The multilateral and bilateral organizations. 
    

 6.  Any other offices in the Executive Branch, the Executive agencies and 
departments, or the independent establishments and Government corporations.  (See  
Reference (z)). 

 
(b)  The DJS, for the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, for members of U.S. 

Armed Forces or members of foreign allied armed forces assigned directly to the Joint Staff and 
to those joint activities reporting directly to the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, or the Joint 
Staff, that are not delegated approval authority. 

 
(c)  The Commander of a Combatant Command for members of the U.S. Armed 

Forces or members of foreign allied armed forces assigned directly to their respective 
headquarters or joint activities directly under their operational control.  They also may approve 
that award for a JTF commander, his or her staff, and other Service members attached to a JTF as 
individuals (not as members of an assigned and/or attached unit).   

 
(d)  The Supreme Allied Commander, Europe; the Supreme Allied Commander, 

Transformation; the U.S. Representative to the Military Committee, NATO; the Defense 
Advisor, U.S. Mission NATO; and the Commander of NORAD, provided they are U.S. officers, 
for Service members assigned to their respective commands or associated agencies. 

 
(e)  The Directors of Defense Agencies for Service members assigned to their 

respective agencies. 
 
(f)  The Commander, U.S. Forces Korea, for Service members assigned to their 

headquarters and to those joint activities reporting directly to that command. 
 
(g)  The President, NDU, for Service members assigned to the University, National 

War College, and the Industrial College of the Armed Forces. 
 
(h)  The Commandant, Joint Forces Staff College, for Service members assigned to 

the college. 
 
(i)  The Executive Director, Military Postal Service Agency, for Service members 

assigned to his or her agency. 
 
(j)  The Commander, U.S. Military Entrance Processing Command (USMEPCOM), 

for Service members assigned to USMEPCOM. 
 
(k)  The Chief, NGB, for Service members permanently assigned to the headquarters 

staff of the National Guard.  Eligibility for Defense/Joint decorations and awards does not extend 
to individuals assigned to the 54 State and Territory Joint Force Headquarters.  



 
  (2)  That authority may be delegated further at the discretion of the awarding authority to 
subordinate general/flag officers of the U.S. Armed Forces in the grade of O-7 or civilian 
equivalent, when they occupy established command or staff positions.  Such authority must be 
delegated in writing and documentation maintained indefinitely by the organization receiving the 
authority. 
 

g.  Order of Precedence.  The JSCM is worn after the Air Medal and: 
 
  (1)  Army.  Before the Army Commendation Medal. 
 
  (2)  Navy and Marine Corps.  Before the Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal. 
 
  (3)  Air Force.  Before the Air Force Commendation Medal.  
  

h.  Subsequent Awards 
 

(1)  Individuals are only presented a JSCM upon initial award. 
 
(2)  Subsequent awards are denoted by wearing the appropriate device on the suspension 

and service ribbon of the medal.  Oak leaf clusters, 13/32 inch in length, are centered on the 
service ribbon and suspension ribbon of full-size medals, with the stems of the leaves pointing to 
the wearer’s right. 
         

(a)  Bronze oak-leaf clusters are used to denote the 2nd through 5th (7th through 10th 
etc.) award.  No more than four bronze oak-leaf clusters shall be worn.  Bronze oak-leaf clusters 
may be worn with one or more silver oak-leaf clusters. 

 
(b)  Silver oak-leaf clusters are used in lieu of multiples of five bronze oak-leaf 

clusters (e.g., the 6th, 11th).  One or more silver oak-leaf clusters may be worn with up to four 
bronze oak-leaf clusters.  They are worn to the wearer’s right of a bronze oak leaf cluster. 
  

i.  Authorized Devices 
 
  (1)  “V” Device 

 
(a)  For the period from June 25, 1963, through March 31, 1976, the “V” device is 

authorized for all Services if the citation is for an act or service involving direct participation in 
combat operations.   

 
(b)  Subsequent to April 1, 1976, the “V” device is authorized if the citation is 

approved for valor (combat heroism) in a designated combat area.   
 
(c)  Only one “V” device is worn, regardless of the number of times earned.   
 

  (2)  Oak-Leaf Cluster (bronze and/or silver).   



 
j.  Illustration and Description.  See Appendix 3 of this enclosure. 

  
 
13.  JOINT SERVICE ACHIEVEMENT MEDAL 
 

a.  Introduction.  In 1983, the Secretary of Defense established the JSAM for either 
outstanding achievement or meritorious service in joint activities.    
 
 b.  Award Category.  Defense/Joint Personal Performance Award.  
  
 c.  Eligibility Requirements and Criteria 
 

(1)  The JSAM is awarded in the name of the Secretary of Defense to members of the 
U.S. Armed Forces below the grade of O-6 who, while assigned to a joint activity after  
August 3, 1983, distinguished themselves by outstanding performance of duty, meritorious 
achievement or service.  Service members assigned and/or attached to a JTF as individuals (not 
as members of a Service unit) may also be eligible for the JSAM.  Members of Service-unique 
units assigned and/or attached to a JTF retain eligibility for award of personal decorations from 
their parent Services.  They may not be awarded Defense/Joint decorations. 

 
(2)  The required achievement or service, while of lesser degree than that required for 

award of the JSCM, must have been accomplished with distinction. 
 
(3)  The JSAM may not be awarded for any act or period of service which a Military 

Department medal was awarded, and it should not be awarded for retirement. 
 
(4)  Defense/Joint awards including the JSAM may be awarded posthumously.  When so 

awarded, they may be presented to an appropriate representative of the deceased, as determined 
by the awarding authority. 
 
 d.  Foreign Military Personnel.  The JSAM may be awarded to members of foreign allied 
armed forces below the grade of O-6 or equivalent assigned directly to the Joint Staff or 
Combatant Commands who, after February 6, 2006, distinguished themselves by outstanding 
performance of duty and meritorious achievement.  See subparagraph 12.c.(2), Enclosure 3 of 
Volume 3 of this Manual for procedures for awarding the JSAM to eligible foreign military 
personnel.  
  
 e.  Procedures 
 
  (1)  Recommendations for the JSAM shall be submitted to the appropriate approval 
authority for processing.  In those instances where the approval authority rests with the 
individuals specified in subparagraphs 13.f.(1)(a) and 13.f.(1)(b) of this enclosure, 
recommendations shall be submitted, after approval, to the Director, Military Personnel, Human 
Resources Directorate, WHS, for processing.   

 



(2)  Requests for exceptions to policy regarding eligibility for the JSAM shall be 
forwarded to the DA&M or to the DJS, for the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, for 
organizations or activities that report to or through the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, to 
include the Combatant Commands.  Disapproval of any exception to policy requests may be 
made at any level of command. 

      
  (a)  The Commander of a Combatant Command may approve an exception to policy 

request for the JSAM for Service members under his or her command not serving in designated 
joint billets, but who perform duties that are inherently joint in nature.  This authority may be 
delegated, in writing, to the Deputy Commanders and the Chiefs of Staffs of the Combatant 
Commands.   

 
  (b)  The Supreme Allied Commander, Europe, provided he or she is a U.S. officer, 

may approve an exception to policy requests for the JSAM for personnel under his or her 
command authority.  This authority may be delegated, in writing, to the Deputy Supreme Allied 
Command Europe or Deputy Chief of Staff, Supreme Allied Command Europe, provided they 
are U.S. officers. 
        

f.  Approval Authority 
 
  (1)  The JSAM shall be awarded in the name of the Secretary of Defense.  Authority to 
award the JSAM is hereby delegated to: 
 

(a)  The OSD PSAs for Service members assigned to either the OSD, the DoD Field 
Activities, or the joint DoD activities for which a PSA has been designated EA for the Secretary 
of Defense. 

 
(b)  The DA&M or designee for Service members assigned to multilateral and 

bilateral organizations; and other offices with the Executive Branch, Executive agencies and 
departments, or independent establishments and Government corporations.  (See Reference (z).) 

 
(c)  The DJS, for the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, for members of U.S. 

Armed Forces or members of foreign allied armed forces assigned directly to the Joint Staff and 
to those joint activities reporting directly to the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, or the Joint 
Staff, that are not delegated approval authority. 

 
(d)  The Commander of a Combatant Command for members of the U.S. Armed 

Forces or members of foreign allied armed forces assigned directly to their respective 
headquarters or joint activities directly under their operational control.  They also may approve 
that award for the commander, his or her staff, and other Service members attached to a JTF as 
individuals (not as members of an assigned and/or attached unit).   

 
(e)  The Supreme Allied Commander, Europe; the Supreme Allied Commander, 

Transformation; the U.S. Representative to the NATO Military Committee; the Defense Advisor, 
U.S. Mission NATO; the Commander of NORAD; and the Commander, U.S. Forces Korea, 



provided they are U.S. officers, for Service members assigned to their respective commands or 
agencies, as reflected in joint manpower documents. 

 
(f)  The Directors of Defense Agencies for Service members assigned to their 

respective agencies. 
 
(g)  The President, NDU, for Service members assigned to the University, the 

National War College, and the Industrial College of the Armed Forces. 
 
(h)  The Commandant, Joint Forces Staff College, for Service members assigned to 

the college. 
 
(i)  The Executive Director, Military Postal Service Agency, for Service members 

assigned to that activity. 
 
(j)  The Secretary of a Military Department who has been designated previously as 

the EA for a joint function by the Secretary of Defense, the Deputy Secretary of Defense, or the 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

 
(k)  The Commander, USMEPCOM. 
 
(l)   The Chief, NGB, for Service members permanently assigned to the headquarters 

staff of the National Guard.  Eligibility for Defense/Joint decorations and awards does not extend 
to individuals assigned to the 54 State and Territory Joint Force Headquarters.  
 
  (2)  The authority to approve the award of the JSAM may be delegated further in writing 
to a subordinate officer in the grade of O-6 in the U.S. Armed Forces or to a civilian of 
equivalent grade who is occupying an established command or staff position. 
 
  (3)  The authority to disapprove recommendations is given to officers with award 
authority. 
  

g.  Order of Precedence.  The JSAM is worn: 
 
  (1)  Army.  After the Army Commendation Medal and before the Army Achievement 
Medal. 
 
  (2)  Navy and Marine Corps.  After the Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal 
and before the Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal. 
 
  (3)  Air Force.  After the Air Force Commendation Medal and before the Air Force 
Achievement Medal.  
 

h.  Subsequent Awards 
 

(1)  Individuals are only presented a JSAM upon initial award. 



 
(2)  Subsequent awards are denoted by wearing the appropriate device on the suspension 

and service ribbon of the medal.  Oak leaf clusters, 13/32 inch in length, are centered on the 
service ribbon and suspension ribbon of full-size medals, with the stems of the leaves pointing to 
the wearer’s right. 
         

(a)  Bronze oak-leaf clusters are used to denote the 2nd through 5th (7th through 10th, 
etc.) award.  No more than four bronze oak-leaf clusters shall be worn.  Bronze oak-leaf clusters 
may be worn with one or more silver oak-leaf clusters. 

 
(b)  Silver oak-leaf clusters are used in lieu of multiples of five bronze oak-leaf 

clusters (e.g., the 6th, 11th).  One or more silver oak-leaf clusters may be worn with up to four 
bronze oak-leaf clusters.  They are worn to the wearer’s right of a bronze oak leaf cluster. 
 
 i.  Authorized Devices.  Oak-Leaf Cluster (bronze and/or silver) 
 

j.  Illustration and Description.  See Appendix 3 of this enclosure. 
  
 
14.  JOINT MERITORIOUS UNIT AWARD 
 

a.  Introduction 
 

(1)  The JMUA was established on June 4, 1981, by the Secretary of Defense and was 
originally called the DoD Meritorious Unit Award.  The JMUA was made retroactive to  
January 23, 1979.  It is the only ribbon (no medal) award granted by the Department of Defense.  
The JMUA ribbon is similar to the DSSM ribbon except the JMUA has a gold frame around it.  
The service performed is the same for both awards, with the JMUA ribbon awarded to units and 
joint activities and the DSSM medal awarded to individuals.      

 
(2)  The JMUA is only awarded to joint units or activities (a DoD activity consisting of 

elements of more than one Military Service).  To qualify, the joint activity must either report 
through combatant or combined command channels or pursue a joint mission under the 
cognizance of the Secretary of Defense; the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff; the 
commander of a unified, specified, or combined command that is also a joint command; or the 
Secretary of a Military Department that has been designated the EA for the Secretary of Defense.  
 
 b.  Award Category.  Defense/Joint Unit Award.  
  
 c.  Eligibility Requirements and Criteria 
 

(1)  All joint units and activities, including JTFs, are eligible for award of the JMUA.  
Members of Service-unique units assigned and/or attached to joint units, activities, or JTFs are 
not eligible for the JMUA, but retain eligibility for unit awards from their parent Services.  The 
JMUA is awarded to units in recognition of exceptionally meritorious conduct in the 
performance of outstanding service.  However, a unit or activity’s outstanding accomplishment 



of its normally assigned and expected mission is not in and of itself sufficient justification for 
award approval.  Instead, qualifying achievements must be superior to that which is expected 
under one of the following conditions and should be operational in nature. 
 

(a)  During action in combat with an armed enemy of the United States. 
 
(b)  In a declared national emergency situation. 
 
(c)  Under extraordinary circumstances that involve national interests. 
 

(2)  The JMUA shall not be awarded to any DoD activity that has received any other unit 
award for the same achievement or period of service. 

 
(3)  Only those members of the U.S. Armed Forces who were present at the time and 

directly participated in the service or achievement for 30 days or more, or for the period cited if 
less than 30 days, shall be authorized to wear the JMUA ribbon.  Members must be permanently 
assigned or attached by official orders to the joint unit receiving the JMUA.  Local commanders 
may waive, on an individual basis, the 30-day minimum time requirement for individuals (e.g., 
Reserve personnel on active duty and TDY and/or temporary additional duty (TAD) personnel), 
who, in the opinion of the commander contributed directly to the achievement cited and were 
assigned on official orders to the awarded unit during the approved time frames. 

 
(4)  A JTF headquarters may be awarded the JMUA.  If a JTF headquarters is awarded 

the JMUA, every member permanently assigned or attached TDY or TAD to the JTF 
headquarters is eligible to wear the JMUA ribbon.  Assigned and/or attached (including TDY 
and/or TAD) status is determined by official orders that specify the JTF headquarters as the duty 
unit. 

 
(5)  Service units or individuals deployed in support of a JTF, but not assigned and/or 

attached to the JTF by official orders, are not eligible for the JMUA, even if they are under the 
operational control of the JTF.  The Services may award appropriate Service unit awards to their 
units assigned and/or attached to a JTF. 

 
(6)  Civilians within an organization awarded the JMUA will be presented a civilian 

JMUA lapel pin. 
 
(7)  A listing, by unit and inclusive award period, of the approved DoD activities awarded 

the JMUA can be found at http://prhome.defense.gov/MPP/OEPM/functions.aspx.  
 

d.  Foreign Military Personnel.  The JMUA may not be awarded to personnel of foreign 
nations. 
 

e.  Procedures 
 
  (1)  Recommendation for the JMUA must be in narrative form.  Minimally, the 
recommendation must include:  



    
   (a)  Name and location of unit, activity, or organization. 
    
   (b)  Inclusive dates for the award. 
    
   (c)  Citation.  (Figure 9 contains an example JMUA citation.) 
    
   (d)  A narrative justification containing specific and factual data about what the 
activity accomplished, how it was done, what the benefits or results were, and why or how the 
achievement or service significantly exceeded normal unit duty performance.  The narrative 
justification shall not exceed 3 single-spaced typewritten pages.  Supporting documents, as 
appropriate, may be attached.  Figure 10 contains a sample format for JMUA recommendations. 
 
 (2)  A listing of qualifying units or Service members attached but not permanently 
assigned, detailing full name, rank and/or rate, social security number, branch of Service, and 
permanent unit at the time of the award period.  That list must be sorted or grouped by branch of 
Service. 
 



 
Figure 9.  Sample JMUA Citation 

 
 

SAMPLE CITATION 
 

DoD 
 

Seal 
 

CITATION 
 

To Accompany the Award of the 
 

JOINT MERITORIOUS UNIT AWARD 
 

to the 
 

(unit, activity, or organization) 
 
The (unit, activity, or organization) distinguished itself by exceptionally meritorious 
(achievement or service) from (inclusive dates (YYMMDD)).  During this period…… 
 
(Instructions:  Prepare in smooth form, limiting the body of the citation to 16 double-spaced 
typewritten lines.  If it is necessary to extend the citation beyond 16 lines, single spacing shall be 
acceptable.  Leave a 1/2-inch space above the seal line so that the seal can be affixed to the 
citation.  The body of the citation shall be straightforward in style, with short, simple, direct, and 
accurate facts.  The narrative must be unclassified.) 

 
By their exemplary performance of duty, the members of the (unit, activity, or organization) 
have brought great credit to themselves and to the Department of Defense. 

 
 



Figure 10.  Sample Format for JMUA Recommendation 
 

[Letterhead of Initiating Joint Activity] 
 
MEMORANDUM FOR  DIRECTOR, MILITARY PERSONNEL, HUMAN RESOURCES 

DIRECTORATE, WASHINGTON HEADQUARTERS                           
SERVICES, OR CHAIRMAN, JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF                     

 
SUBJECT:  Recommendation for Award of the Joint Meritorious Unit Award (JMUA) 
 

Under the provisions of DoD 1348.33-M, the following DoD activity is recommended 
for award of the JMUA: 

 
a.  Unit, activity, or organization. 
      
b.  Location, such as installation, city, State, and country. 
 
c.  Inclusive dates (YYMMDD) for which recommended. 
 
d.  Previous JMUAs awarded to this DoD activity (inclusive dates (YYMMDD)). 
 
e.  Desired presentation date. 
 
No other unit award is pending for this DoD activity regarding this action, and no unit 

award has been made previously for the achievement or service described herein. 
 
Attached is a narrative description of the achievement performed or service rendered: 

(Instructions:  The narrative should be specific and factual, providing concrete examples of 
exactly what the recommended unit did, how it was done, what benefits or results were realized, 
and why or how the achievement or service significantly exceeded normal unit duty 
performance.) 
 
                                                                             Signature of Recommending Official 
 
Attachments - 5 
1.  Narrative 
2.  Citation 
3.  Supporting Documentation (if required) 
4.  Service member list  
5.  Eligible ships and/or subordinate units (if required) 
 

(3)  Award recommendations shall be endorsed by commanders at all levels. 
  
 (4)  Recommendations for the JMUA shall be submitted through command channels. 
 



  (a)  Recommendations for joint activities that report directly to an OSD PSA or to the 
Secretary of a Military Department, for which he or she has been designated the EA for the 
Secretary of Defense, shall be forwarded through those channels and to the Director, Military 
Personnel, WHS.  DA&M will forward a copy of the approval letter to the Deputy Under 
Secretary of Defense for Military Personnel Policy (DUSD(MPP)), Office of the USD(P&R). 
 
 (b)  Recommendations for joint activities that report directly to or through the 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff shall be forwarded to the DJS.  The DJS will forward a 
copy of the approval letter to the DUSD(MPP), Office of the USD(P&R). 
 
 (5)  Requests for exceptions to policies or determinations about eligibility for the JMUA 
shall be forwarded through appropriate command channels to the Director, Military Personnel, 
Human Resources Directorate, WHS.  The DA&M is authorized to approve, disapprove, and 
grant exceptions to policy for JMUA.  The DJS, for the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
has authority to grant exceptions for those units who report directly to, or through the Chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.  Disapproval of requests may be made at any level having an 
established command or staff position authorized in the grade of O-8 or civilian equivalent. 

 
 f.  Approval Authority.  The JMUA is awarded in the name of the Secretary of Defense.  
However, authority to award is delegated to: 
 

(1)  The DA&M for activities that report directly to an OSD PSA or for which the 
Secretary of a Military Department has been designated the EA for the Secretary of Defense.    

 
(2)  The Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, or designee, for activities that report 

directly to or through the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 
      
 g.  Order of Precedence.  The JMUA is worn after the Presidential Unit Citation and:  
 
 (1)  Army.  Before the Valorous Unit Award. 
 
 (2)  Navy and Marine Corps.  Before the Navy Unit Commendation. 
 
 (3)  Air Force.  Before the Air Force Outstanding Unit Award. 
  

h.  Subsequent Awards.  Subsequent awards shall be denoted by wearing oak leaf clusters.  
Oak leaf clusters, 13/32 inch in length, are centered on the service ribbon and suspension ribbon 
of full-size medals, with the stems of the leaves pointing to the wearer’s right. 
 

(1)  Bronze oak-leaf clusters are used to denote the 2nd through 5th (7th through 10th, 
etc.) award.  No more than four bronze oak-leaf clusters shall be worn.  Bronze oak-leaf clusters 
may be worn with one or more silver oak-leaf clusters. 

 
  (2)  Silver oak-leaf clusters are used in lieu of multiples of five bronze oak-leaf clusters 
(e.g., the 6th, 11th).  One or more silver oak-leaf clusters may be worn with up to four bronze 
oak-leaf clusters.  They are worn to the wearer’s right of a bronze oak leaf cluster. 
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 i.  Authorized Devices.  Oak-Leaf Cluster (bronze and/or silver). 
 
 j.  Illustration and Description.  See Appendix 3 of this enclosure. 
 
 
Appendixes 

1.  Defense/Joint Decorations and Awards 
2.  DoD-Wide Military Decorations and Awards 
3.  Illustrations of DoD-Wide Decorations and Awards 



APPENDIX 1 TO ENCLOSURE 3 
 

DEFENSE/JOINT DECORATIONS AND AWARDS  
 
 

Figure 11.  Defense/Joint Decorations and Awards (in Order of Precedence) 
 

Title of Decoration or Award Category of Award 
DDSM Defense/Joint Personal Performance Award 
DSSM Defense/Joint Personal Performance Award 
DMSM Defense/Joint Personal Performance Award 
JSCM Defense/Joint Personal Performance Award 
JSAM Defense/Joint Personal Performance Award 

JMUA Defense/Joint Unit Award (order of precedence 
varies by Military Department) 

Defense/Joint Decorations and Awards are a subset of the DoD-Wide Decorations and Awards 
(see Appendix 2 to Enclosure 3). 

 



APPENDIX 2 TO ENCLOSURE 3 
 

DoD-WIDE MILITARY DECORATIONS AND AWARDS 
 

Figure 12.  DoD-Wide Decorations and Awards (in Order of Precedence) 
 

Title of Decoration or Award Category of Award 
MOH Personal/Individual Performance Award 
Service Crosses1 Personal/Individual Performance Award 
DDSM Defense/Joint Personal Performance Award 
Silver Star Medal Personal/Individual Performance Award 
DSSM Defense/Joint Personal Performance Award 
Legion of Merit Personal/Individual Performance Award 
Distinguished Flying Cross Personal/Individual Performance Award 
Bronze Star Medal Personal/Individual Performance Award 
Purple Heart Personal/Individual Performance Award 
DMSM Defense/Joint Personal Performance Award 
MSM Personal/Individual Performance Award 
Air Medal Personal/Individual Performance Award 
JSCM Defense/Joint Personal Performance Award 
JSAM Defense/Joint Personal Performance Award 
Prisoner of War Medal DoD CE&S medal– Personal Service 
National Defense Service Medal DoD CE&S medal– Personal  Service 
Antarctica Service Medal DoD CE&S medal– Deployed Service 
Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal DoD CE&S medal– Expeditionary Medal 
Vietnam Service Medal DoD CE&S medal– Campaign Medal 
Southwest Asia Service Medal DoD CE&S medal– Campaign Medal 
Kosovo Campaign Medal DoD CE&S medal– Campaign Medal 
Afghanistan Campaign Medal DoD CE&S medal– Campaign Medal 
Iraq Campaign Medal DoD CE&S medal– Campaign Medal 
Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal DoD CE&S medal– Expeditionary Medal 
Global War on Terrorism Service Medal DoD CE&S medal– Personal Service 
Korean Defense Service Medal DoD CE&S medal– Deployed Service 
Armed Forces Service Medal DoD CE&S medal– Deployed Service 
Humanitarian Service Medal DoD CE&S medal– Personal Service  
Military Outstanding Volunteer Service Medal DoD CE&S medal– Personal Service 
Armed Forces Reserve Medal DoD CE&S medal– Personal Service 
Presidential Unit Citation 
(Order of precedence varies by Military Department) Unit Award  

JMUA 
(Order of precedence varies by Military Department) Defense/Joint Unit Award  
1Each Military Department has a distinct Service Cross.  Distinguished Service Cross – Department of the Army; 
Navy Cross – Department of the Navy (includes USMC); and Air Force Cross – Department of the Air Force. 
 
 



APPENDIX 3 TO ENCLOSURE 3 
 

ILLUSTRATIONS OF DoD-WIDE DECORATIONS AND AWARDS  
 

 
Figure 13.  DoD-Wide Valor and Performance Awards (in Order of Precedence) 

 
Medals of Honor 

 

MOH, Department of the Army:  A gold five-pointed star, each point tipped 
with trefoils, 1 1/2 inches wide, surrounded by a green laurel wreath and 
suspended from a gold bar inscribed “VALOR,” surmounted by an eagle.  In 
the center of the star, Minerva’s head surrounded by the words “UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA.”  On each ray of the star is a green oak leaf.  On the 
reverse is a bar engraved “THE CONGRESS TO” with a space for engraving 
the name of the recipient. 
 
Note:  The MOH is one of only two U.S. Military awards worn around the 
neck, the other being the Legion of Merit, Degree of Commander. 

 

MOH, Department of the Navy:  A five-pointed bronze star, tipped with 
trefoils containing a crown of laurel and oak.  In the center is Minerva, 
personifying the United States, standing with left hand resting on fasces and 
right hand holding a shield blazoned with the shield from the coat of arms of 
the United States.  She repulses Discord, represented by snakes.  The medal is 
suspended from the flukes of an anchor. 

 

MOH, Department of the Air Force:  Within a wreath of green laurel, a gold 
five-pointed star, one point down, tipped with trefoils and each point 
containing a crown of laurel and oak on a green background.  Centered on the 
star, an annulet of 34 stars is a representation of the head of the Statue of 
Liberty.  The star is suspended from a bar inscribed with the word “VALOR” 
above an adaptation of the thunderbolt from the Air Force Coat of Arms. 

Service Crosses 

 

Distinguished Service Cross, Department of the Army:  A cross of bronze, 
2 inches in height and 1 13/16 inches in width with an eagle on the center and 
a scroll below the eagle bearing the inscription “FOR VALOR.”  On the 
reverse side, the center of the cross is circled by a wreath with a space for 
engraving the name of the recipient. 

 
 



Figure 13.  DoD-Wide Valor and Performance Awards (in Order of Precedence), Continued 
 

 

Navy Cross, Department of the Navy:  The Navy Cross is a modified cross 
patée 1 1/2 inches wide (the ends of its arms are rounded whereas a 
conventional cross patée has arms that are straight on the end).  There are four 
laurel leaves with berries in each of the re-entrant arms of the cross.  In the 
center of the cross, a sailing vessel is depicted on waves, sailing to the 
viewer's left.  The laurel leaves with berries refer to achievement. 

 

Air Force Cross, Department of the Air Force:  The Air Force Cross 
consists of a bronze cross with an oxidized satin finish.  Centered on the 
obverse of the cross is a gold-plated American bald eagle, wings displayed 
against a cloud formation (as used on the seal of the Air Force).  This design is 
encircled by a laurel wreath in green enamel, edged in gold.  The reverse of 
the cross is blank and suitable for engraving. 

Distinguished Service Medals 

 

DDSM:  A gold color metal and enamel pendant 1 7/8 inches in height overall 
consisting of a medium blue pentagon point up superimposed by a gold eagle 
with outspread wings charged on its breast with the shield of the United States 
and grasping in its talons three crossed gold arrows.  The eagle’s wings project 
over and surmount a gold arc encircling the top and sides of the pentagon and 
bearing nine conjoined gold stars above the wings, and two on each side 
below the wings, terminating in a gold wreath encircling the base composed of 
a laurel branch on the left and an olive branch on the right.  The wreath is 
surmounted by the extended ends of the arrows in base.  At the top of the 
pendant, a group of five graduated gold rays extends above the stars. 
Reverse:  On an arc at the top the inscription “For Distinguished Service” 
above the pentagon, which bears the inscription “From The Secretary of 
Defense To,” in gold. 

 

Distinguished Service Medal (Army):  The coat of arms of the United States 
in gold surrounded by a circle of dark blue enamel, 1 1/2 inches in diameter, 
bearing the inscription “FOR DISTINGUISHED SERVICE MCMXVIII.”  On 
the reverse is a scroll for the name of the recipient (which is to be engraved) 
upon a trophy of flags and weapons.  The medal is suspended by a bar 
attached to the ribbon. 



Figure 13.  DoD-Wide Valor and Performance Awards (in Order of Precedence), Continued 
 

 

Navy Distinguished Service Medal:  The central feature is an American bald 
eagle with displayed wings in the center of a gilt-bronze medallion 1 1/4 
inches in diameter.  The eagle holds an olive branch and arrows in its right and 
left talons, respectively.  The eagle is surrounded by a blue enameled ring that 
contains the words, “UNITED STATES NAVY,” with NAVY centered at the 
bottom.  Outside the blue enamel ring is a gold border consisting of scroll 
waves moving in a clockwise direction.  The medal is suspended from its 
ribbon by a five-pointed star (point up) tipped with gold balls.  In the center of 
the star is an anchor, and gold rays emanate from the re-entrant angles of the 
star. 

 

Air Force Distinguished Service Medal:  The blue stone in the center 
represents the vault of the heavens; the 13 stars represent the original colonies 
and man’s chain of achievements.  The sunburst represents the glory that 
accompanies great achievements, and the rays depict man’s quest for light and 
knowledge.  

Other DoD-Wide Valor and Performance Awards 

 

Silver Star:  A gold star, 1 1/2 inches in circumscribing diameter with a 
laurel wreath encircling rays from the center and a 3/16 inch diameter silver 
star superimposed in the center.  The pendant is suspended from a rectangular 
shaped metal loop with rounded corners.  The reverse has the inscription 
“FOR GALLANTRY IN ACTION.” 

 

DSSM:  A silver color metal and enamel pendant 1 7/8 inches in height 
consisting of a medium blue pentagon point up superimposed by a silver eagle 
with outspread wings charged on its breast with the shield of the United 
States.  Grasping in its talons are three crossed silver arrows (as depicted on 
the DoD seal), the wings projecting over and surmounting a silver arc 
encircling the top and sides of the pentagon and bearing nine conjoined silver 
stars above the wings and two on each side below the wings, terminating in a 
silver wreath encircling the base composed of a laurel branch on the left and 
an olive branch on the right.  The wreath is surmounted by the extended ends 
of the arrows in base.  At the top of the pendant is a group of five graduated 
silver rays extending above the stars. 
Reverse:  On an arc at the top the inscription “For Superior Service” above the 
pentagon, which bears the inscription “From The Secretary of Defense To.” 



Figure 13.  DoD-Wide Valor and Performance Awards (in Order of Precedence), Continued 
 

 

Legion of Merit:  The design is the same as the degree of Legionnaire, except 
it is awarded to members of the U.S. Armed Forces.  The only difference is 
the award certificate states Legion of Merit.  

 

Distinguished Flying Cross:  A bronze cross patee on which is superimposed 
a four-bladed propeller, 1 11/16 inches in width.  Five rays extended from the 
reentrant angles, forming a one-inch square.  The medal is suspended from a 
rectangular shaped bar.  

 

Bronze Star Medal:  A bronze star 1 1/2 inches in circumscribing diameter.  
In the center thereof is a 3/16-inch diameter superimposed bronze star, the 
center line of all rays of both stars coinciding.  The reverse has the inscription 
“HEROIC OR MERITORIOUS ACHIEVEMENT” and a space for the name 
of the recipient to be engraved.  The star is suspended from the ribbon by a 
rectangular shaped metal loop with the corners rounded. 

 

Purple Heart:  A purple heart within a gold border, 1 3/8 inches wide, 
containing a profile of General George Washington.  Above the heart appears 
a shield of the Washington coat of arms (a white shield with two red bars and 
three red stars in chief) between sprays of green leaves.  The reverse consists 
of a raised bronze heart with the words “FOR MILITARY MERIT” below the 
coat of arms and leaves. 

 

Defense Meritorious Service Medal:  A bronze medal 1 1/2 inches in 
diameter overall consisting of a circular wreath of laurel tied with a ribbon at 
the base and at the center a pentagon shape slightly overlapping the wreath; 
overall an eagle with wings upraised standing at the base of the pentagon. 



Figure 13.  DoD-Wide Valor and Performance Awards (in Order of Precedence), Continued 
 

 

Meritorious Service Medal:  A bronze medal, 1 1/2 inches in diameter 
overall, consisting of six rays issuant from the upper three points of a five-
pointed star with beveled edges and containing two smaller stars defined by 
incised outlines.  In front of the lower part of the star is an eagle with wings 
upraised standing upon two upward curving branches of laurel tied with a 
ribbon between its feet.  The reverse has the encircled inscriptions “UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA” and “MERITORIOUS SERVICE.” 

 

Air Medal:  A bronze compass rose 1 11/16 inches circumscribing diameter 
and charged with an eagle carrying two lightning flashes in its talons.  A fleur-
de-lis at the top point holds the suspension ring.  The points of the compass 
rose on the reverse are modeled with the central portion plain for engraving 
the name of the recipient.  The colors in the ribbon are the original colors of 
the Army Air Corps.    

 

Joint Service Commendation Medal:  On a device consisting of four 
conjoined hexagons, two vertically and two horizontally, of green enamel, an 
eagle with outspread wings charged on its breast with the shield of the U.S. 
and grasping in its talons three arrows (as depicted on the DoD seal) all in 
gold.  At the top are 13 gold stars and in base a gold stylized heraldic 
delineation representing land, sea, and air, all within a gold circular laurel 
wreath bound with gold bands 1 5/8 inches in diameter, and with the areas 
between the inside of the wreath and the device pierced.   

 

Joint Service Achievement Medal:  A bronze medal 1 7/16 inches in 
diameter overall consisting of a star of twelve points and superimposed 
thereon an eagle holding three arrows as adapted on the DoD seal. 

 



 
Figure 14.  DoD CE&S Medals (in Order of Precedence) 

 

 

Prisoner of War Medal:  On a bronze medal, 1 1/4 inches in diameter, an 
eagle with wings opened surrounded by a circle of barbed wire and bayonet 
points.  The reverse has the inscription “AWARDED TO” around the top and 
“FOR HONORABLE SERVICE WHILE A PRISONER OF WAR” across the 
center in three lines with a space between the two inscriptions for engraving 
the name of the recipient.  The shield of the U.S. coat of arms is centered on 
the lower part of the reverse side with the inscription “UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA” around the bottom of the medal.    

 

National Defense Service Medal:  On a bronze medal, 1 1/4 inches in 
diameter, an eagle displayed with inverted wings standing on a sword and 
palm branch, all beneath the inscription “NATIONAL DEFENSE.”  On the 
reverse is a shield taken from the U.S. coat of arms with an open wreath below 
it, the right side of oak leaves and the left side of laurel leaves. 

 

Antarctica Service Medal:  A bronze medal, 1 1/4 inches in diameter, with a 
view of a polar landscape and the standing figure in Antarctica clothing facing 
to the front between the horizontally placed words “ANTARCTICA” on the 
figure’s right and “SERVICE” on the figure’s left.  Reverse:  A polar 
projection with geodesic lines of the continent of Antarctica across which are 
the horizontally placed words “COURAGE,” “SACRIFICE,” and 
“DEVOTION,” all within a circular decorative border of penguins and marine 
life.   
Suspension Ribbon Clasp:  On a metal clasp, 1 1/4 inches in width and 1/4 
inch in height, inscribed with the words “WINTERED OVER” in raised letters 
within a 1/32 inch rim.  The metal color of the clasp is bronze for the first 
winter, gold for the second winter, and silver for the third winter.   
Service Ribbon Attachment:  On a metal disc, 5/16 inch in diameter, a 
superimposed delineation of the Antarctica continent.  The metal color of the 
ribbon attachment is bronze for the first winter, gold for the second winter, 
and silver for the third winter.  

 

Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal:  On a bronze medal, 1 1/4 inches in 
diameter, an eagle, with wings addorsed and inverted, standing on a sword 
loosened in its scabbard, and superimposed on a radiant compass rose of eight 
points, all within the circumscription “ARMED FORCES” above and 
“EXPEDITIONARY SERVICE” below with a sprig of laurel on each side.  
On the reverse is the shield from the U.S. coat of arms above two laurel 
branches separated by a bullet, all within the circumscription “UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA.” 
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Vietnam Service Medal:  On a bronze medal, 1 1/4 inches in diameter, an 
oriental dragon behind a grove of bamboo trees above the inscription 
“REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM SERVICE.”  On the reverse, a crossbow 
surmounted by a torch above the arched inscription “UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA.” 

 

Southwest Asia Service Medal:  A bronze medal 1 1/4 inches wide, with the 
words “SOUTHWEST ASIA SERVICE” across the center background.  
Above the center is a desert scene with a tank, armored personnel carrier, 
helicopter, and camels with the rising sun in the background.  Below the 
center is a seascape with ship, tanker, aircraft, and clouds in the background.  
On the reverse is an upraised sword entwined with a palm frond and 
“UNITED STATES OF AMERICA” around the edge.   

 

Kosovo Campaign Medal:  A bronze medal, 1 1/4 inches in diameter, with 
the stylized wreath of grain, reflecting the agricultural domination of the area 
and its economy, symbolizes the basic human rights while highlighting the 
desire of all for peace, safety, and prosperity.  The rocky terrain, fertile valley, 
and mountain pass refer to the Dinaric Alps and the campaign theater of 
operations.  The sunrise denotes the dawning of a new age of unity and hope; 
the right to forge a future of freedom, progress, and harmony, thus fulfilling 
the goal of the Alliance.  On the reverse is an outline of Kosovo, denoting the 
area of conflict, combined with a NATO star and highlighted compass 
cardinal points, signifying the Alliance participants who stabilized the region 
and provided massive relief.  The inscription “IN DEFENSE OF 
HUMANITY” reinforces the objective of the action. 

 

Afghanistan Campaign Medal:  On a bronze medal 1 1/4 inches in diameter 
above a range of mountains is a map of Afghanistan.  Around the top is the 
inscription “AFGHANISTAN CAMPAIGN.”  On the reverse, a radiating 
demi-sun superimposed by an eagle’s head couped.  Inscribed across the 
bottom half of the reserve side are the three lines “FOR SERVICE” “IN” 
“AFGHANISTAN” all enclosed by a laurel wreath. 

 

Iraq Campaign Medal:  On a bronze medal 1 1/4 inches in diameter the 
relief of Iraq, surmounted by two lines throughout, surmounting a palm 
wreath.  Above is the inscription “IRAQ CAMPAIGN.”  On the reverse, the 
Statue of Freedom surmounting a sunburst, encircled by two scimitars points 
down crossed at tip of blades, all above the inscription “FOR SERVICE IN 
IRAQ.”   
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Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal:  A bronze color metal disc 
1 3/8 inches in diameter, charged with a shield adapted from the Great Seal of 
the United States surmounting two swords hilts to base saltirewise enclosed 
within a wreath of laurel.  Overall an eagle, wings displayed, grasps a serpent 
in its claws.  On the reverse, the eagle, serpent, and swords from the front of 
the medal with the encircling inscription “WAR ON TERRORISM 
EXPEDITIONARY MEDAL.” 

 

Global War on Terrorism Service Medal:  A bronze color metal disc 1 1/4 
inches in diameter, charged with an eagle, wings displayed, with a stylized 
shield of thirteen vertical bars on its breast and holding in dexter claw an olive 
branch and in sinister claw three arrows, all in front of a terrestrial globe with 
the inscription above “WAR ON TERRORISM SERVICE MEDAL.”  On the 
reverse is a laurel wreath on a plain field. 

 

Korean Defense Service Medal:  A bronze medal 1 1/4 inches in diameter 
bearing a Korean “circle dragon” within an encircling scroll inscribed 
“KOREA DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL” with, in base, two sprigs, laurel to 
dexter side, bamboo in sinister.  On the reverse is a representation of the land 
mass of Korea surmounted by two swords points up saltirewise within a circlet 
garnished of five points. 
 

 

Armed Forces Service Medal:  A bronze medal, 1 1/4 inches in diameter 
with a demi-torch (as on the Statue of Liberty) encircled at the top by the 
inscription “ARMED FORCES SERVICE MEDAL” on the obverse side.  On 
the reverse side is an eagle (as on the DoD seal) between a wreath of laurel in 
base and the inscription “IN PURSUIT OF DEMOCRACY” at the top.  

 

Humanitarian Service Medal:  A bronze medal, 1 1/4 inches in diameter, 
surmounted by an open hand, palm up, extending to the upper left.  On the 
reverse is a sprig of oak in a left oblique slant between the inscription “FOR 
HUMANITARIAN SERVICE” in three horizontal lines, and “UNITED 
STATES ARMED FORCES” in an arc around the base. 
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Military Outstanding Volunteer Service Medal:  A bronze medal, 1 1/4 
inches in diameter bearing on the obverse, five annulets interlaced enfiled by a 
star and environed by a wreath of laurel.  On the reverse is a sprig of oak 
between the inscription “OUTSTANDING VOLUNTEER SERVICE” at the 
top and “UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES” at the bottom. 

 

Armed Forces Reserve Medal:  A bronze medal 1 1/4 inches in diameter, 
with a flaming torch in front of a crossed powder horn and a bugle within a 
circle composed of thirteen stars and thirteen rays.  On the reverse is a 
different design for each of the Reserve Components.  The reverse of all 
medals has the inscription “ARMED FORCES RESERVE” around the rim.  
Organized Reserve:  On a wreath, the Lexington Minuteman statue as it stands 
on the Common in Lexington, Massachusetts, encircled by thirteen stars.  
National Guard:  The National Guard insignia (two crossed fasces 
superimposed on an eagle displayed with wings reversed.  Air Force Reserve:  
The crest from the Air Forces seal (on a wreath, an eagle displayed in front of 
a cloud form).  Naval Reserve:  The center device of the Department of the 
Navy seal (an eagle displayed on an anchor in front of a ship in full sail).  
Marine Corps Reserve:  The Marine Corps insignia (eagle perched on a globe 
superimposed on an anchor).  Coast Guard Reserve:  The central design of the 
Coast Guard seal (crossed anchors superimposed by a shield within an 
annulet). 
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Figure 15.  DoD-Wide Unit Awards 

 

 

Presidential Unit Citation (PUC), Department of the Army:  The 
Presidential Unit Citation emblem worn to represent award of the Presidential 
Unit Citation is 1 7/16 inches wide and 9/16 inch in height.  The emblem 
consists of a 1/16 inch wide gold frame with laurel leaves that encloses an 
ultramarine blue ribbon. 

 

PUC, Department of the Navy:  The Navy version has blue, yellow, and red 
horizontal stripes.  To distinguish between the two versions of the PUC, the 
Navy version is typically referred to as the Navy and Marine Corps PUC 
while the Army and Air Force refer to the decoration simply as the PUC. 

 

PUC, Department of the Air Force:  The Air Force PUC is the same as the 
Army PUC but slightly smaller, so that it can be worn in alignment with other 
Air Force ribbons. 

 

Joint Meritorious Unit Award:  The JMUA emblem is 1 7/16 inches wide 
and 9/16 inch in height.  The emblem consists of a 1/16 inch wide gold frame 
with laurel leaves that encloses a ribbon consisting of the following stripes:  
3/16 inch bluebird; 1/8 inch golden yellow; 3/16 inch bluebird; 1/8 inch white; 
1/8 inch crimson; 1/8 inch white; 3/16 inch bluebird; 1/8 inch golden yellow; 
and 3/16 inch bluebird.   
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AFEM 
AFSM 
ASDs 
 
CE&S 
CO 
 
DA&M 
DDSM 
DDR&E 
DJS 
DLA 
DMSM 
DoDI 
DOT&E 
DSSM 
DUSD(MPP) 
 
EA 
E.O. 
 
GC DoD 
 
IG, DoD 
 
JDA 
JMUA 
JSAM 
JSCM 
JTF  
 
MOC 
MOH 
MSM 
 
NATO 
NDU 
NGB 
NORAD 
 
PCS 

Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal 
Armed Forces Service Medal 
Assistant Secretaries of Defense 
 
campaign, expeditionary, and service 
commanding officer 
 
Director of Administration and Management 
Defense Distinguished Service Medal 
Director of Defense Research and Engineering 
Director, Joint Staff 
Defense Logistics Agency 
Defense Meritorious Service Medal  
Department of Defense Instruction 
Director of Operational Test and Evaluation 
Defense Superior Service Medal 
Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Military Personnel Policy) 
 
Executive Agent 
executive order 
 
General Counsel of the Department of Defense 
 
Inspector General of the Department of Defense 
 
joint duty activity 
Joint Meritorious Unit Award 
Joint Service Achievement Medal 
Joint Service Commendation Medal 
joint task force 
 
member of Congress 
Medal of Honor 
Meritorious Service Medal 
 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
National Defense University  
National Guard Bureau 
North American Aerospace Defense Command 
 
permanent change of station 



PNOK 
PSA 
PUC 
 
TAD 
TDY 
TIOH 
 
U.S.C. 
USD(C)/CFO, 

DOD 
USD(P&R) 
USMEPCOM 
 
VA 
 
WHS 
 

primary next of kin 
principal staff assistant 
Presidential Unit Citation 
 
temporary additional duty 
temporary duty 
The Institute of Heraldry 
 
United States Code 
Under Secretary of Defense (Comptroller)/Chief Financial Officer, 

Department of Defense 
 
Under Secretary of Defense for Personnel and Readiness 
U.S. Military Entrance Processing Command  
 
Department of Veterans Affairs  
 
Washington Headquarters Services 

 
 

 



 
PART II.  DEFINITIONS 

 
Unless otherwise noted, these terms and their definitions are for the purposes of this Volume.   
 
area of operations.  Defined in Joint Publication 1-02 (Reference (aa)). 
 
battle.  A fight, especially a large-scale engagement, between armed forces on land, at sea, or in 
the air; armed fighting, combat or war; a fight, struggle, or conflict.   
 
campaign.  Defined in Reference (aa).   
 
campaign medal.  A subcategory of DoD CE&S medals, campaign medals are used to recognize 
active participation in a war or significant military combat operation, of long duration and 
significant scope.  Award is limited to those who have physically participated in the campaign 
from within the actual area of operations.  Historically, all of the following factors are present 
before a campaign medal is created:  (1) A declared war, state of emergency, or legislative 
resolution; (2) The presence of sustained hostilities by an opposing force within a defined 
geographic area; and (3) The assumption of significant risk (proximity to the enemy), personal 
hardship, or extended family separation by the Service member. 
 
combat.  Armed fighting, battle, any struggle or conflict, strife.   
 
combat area.  Defined in Reference (aa).   
 
combat heroism.  An act or acts of heroism by an individual above what is normally expected 
while engaged in direct combat with an enemy with exposure to enemy hostilities and personal 
risk. 
 
combat zone.  Defined in Reference (aa).   
 
Combatant Command.  Defined in Reference (aa).   
 
Combatant Commander.  Defined in Reference (aa).   
 
component.  Defined in Reference (aa).   
 
conspicuous.  Attracting attention by being unexpected, unusual, outstanding, remarkable, 
striking.   
 
conflict.  Defined in Reference (aa).   
 
Defense/Joint decorations.  The subset of the DoD-wide decorations and awards that are awarded 
by the Secretary of Defense to recognize the accomplishments of Service members permanently 
assigned to a qualifying joint activity (see Appendix 1 to Enclosure 3 of this Volume). 
  



DoD Components.  Defined in Reference (aa).   
 
DoD decorations and awards.  Also known as DoD-wide decorations and awards, includes the 
medals and ribbons that are common to the Military Departments (see Appendix 3 to Enclosure 3 
of this Volume). 
 
DoD Service Awards.  CE&S medals authorized by statute, E.O., or the Secretary of Defense 
that are common to all the Military Departments. 
 
DoD-wide decorations and awards.  See DoD decorations and awards. 
 
engage.  Defined in Reference (aa).   
 
engagement.  Defined in Reference (aa).   
 
expedition.  Defined in Reference (aa).   
 
expeditionary medal.  A subcategory of DoD CE&S medals, used to recognize direct 
participation:  1) in military operations against an armed opposing force; or 2) in limited 
hostilities against an opposing force; or 3) in military operations where Service members are 
exposed to the imminent threat of hostilities.  Award is limited to those who have physically 
participated in the military expedition from within the area of operations.  Expeditionary 
operations are typically shorter in duration and more limited in scope than operations that qualify 
for creation of campaign medals. 
 
gallantry.  Nobility of behavior or spirit.  Heroic courage.   
 
heroism.  Heroic conduct; courageous action.  See combat heroism. 
 
hostile.  Defined in Reference (aa).   
 
hostile act.  1.  An attack or other use of force by any civilian, paramilitary, or military force or 
terrorist(s) (with or without national designation) against the United States, U.S. forces, and, in 
certain circumstances, U.S. nationals, their property, U.S. commercial assets, or other designated 
non-U.S. forces, foreign nationals, and their property.  2.  Force used directly to preclude or 
impede the mission and/or duties of U.S. forces, including the recovery of U.S. personnel and 
vital U.S. Government property.  When a hostile act is in progress, the right exists to use 
proportional force, including armed force, in self defense by all necessary means available to 
deter or neutralize the potential attacker or, if necessary, to destroy the threat.   
 
impact award.  See outstanding achievement award/decoration. 
 
individual performance award.  A military decoration that is bestowed on an individual for valor, 
heroism, outstanding achievement, or meritorious service.  Synonymous with personal award. 
 
intrepid.  Bold, fearless, dauntless, very brave, not afraid.   



 
joint activity.  For the eligibility for Defense/Joint decorations, the term “joint” connotes 
activities, operations, or organizations in which elements of more than one Military Service of 
the United States, as reflected in joint manpower documents or the Joint Duty Assignment List, 
perform joint missions under the auspices of the OSD; the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff; 
or the commander of a Combatant Command.    
 
JTF.  Defined in Reference (aa).   
 
limited war,  Defined in Reference (aa).    
 
meritorious service.  Individual performance that exceeds that expected by virtue of grade and 
experience, based on accomplishments during an entire tour of duty.  Awards given for 
meritorious service must cover the period of the controlled duty tour, plus any extensions.  
Award for meritorious service are typically awarded for a period of service greater than  
12 months.   
 
neutral.  Defined in Reference (aa).   
 
operation.  Defined in Reference (aa).   
  
outstanding achievement award/decoration.  Also known as an impact award, is rare, and is 
intended to recognize a single specific act or accomplishment, separate and distinct from 
regularly assigned duties, such as a special project that covers a short period of time with definite 
beginning and ending dates.   
 
performance award.  A non-valorous award presented to individuals in recognition of their 
performance, outstanding achievement, or meritorious service (e.g., MSM, Commendation 
Medal). 
 
permanent staff.  The permanent staff of the OSD includes the Deputy Secretary of Defense, 
Under Secretaries of Defense, Under Secretary of Defense (Comptroller) (USD(C))/Chief 
Financial Officer (CFO), Department of Defense (USD(C)/CFO, DoD), Director of Defense 
Research and Engineering (DDR&E), Assistant Secretaries of Defense (ASDs), Director of 
Operational Test and Evaluation (DOT&E), General Counsel of the Department of Defense (GC 
DoD), the Inspector General of the Department of Defense (IG, DoD), and such other offices and 
officials as may be established by law or by the Secretary of Defense.  
 
permanently assigned.  Assigned to an authorized billet on an organization’s permanent manning 
document.     
 
personal performance award.  A military decoration that is bestowed on an individual for valor, 
heroism, outstanding achievement, or meritorious service.  Synonymous with individual 
performance award. 
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PNOK.  In descending order, the surviving spouse; eldest surviving child (natural or adopted); 
father or mother, unless legal exclusive (sole) custody was granted to a person by reason of a 
court decree or statutory provision; blood or adoptive relative who was granted legal custody of 
the person by a court degree or statutory provision; eldest surviving brother or sister; eldest 
surviving grandparent. 
 
PSAs.  The Under Secretaries of Defense; the USD(C)/CFO, DoD; the DDR&E; the ASDs; the 
DOT&E; the GC DoD; the IG, DoD; the Assistants to the Secretary of Defense; the OSD 
Directors or equivalents who report directly to the Deputy Secretary of Defense. 
 
Service medal.  A subcategory of DoD CE&S medals, Service medals denote:  1) Participation in 
military operations that does not involve conflict with an armed enemy; or, 2) Military service 
meeting specific criteria (e.g., honorable service while a prisoner of war).  Prolonged military 
presence.  Peacekeeping and humanitarian relief are examples of military actions that warrant 
consideration for a Service medal.   
 
Secretary concerned.  Defined in section 101 of Reference (j).   
 
service.  In the context of Defense/Joint awards for exceptional or meritorious service:  A period 
of time greater than 12 months and encompassing an individual’s entire joint assignment, 
including any extensions.   
 
support.  Defined in Reference (aa).   
 
theater.  Defined in Reference (aa).   
 
U.S. Armed Forces.  A term used to denote collectively all components of the Army, Navy, Air 
Force, and Marine Corps.  The Coast Guard is excluded for the purpose of this manual unless 
serving as part of the Navy. 
 
valor.  An act or acts of heroism by an individual above what is normally expected while 
engaged in direct combat with an enemy with exposure to enemy hostilities and personal risk. 
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ABSTRACT 
 
This report discusses and describes the history of the Congressional Medal of Honor.  The process of awarding the medal is 
explained as well as the benefits that accrue to its recipients.  Legislative activities involved in the awarding of the medal are 
also considered.  This report will be updated. 



Medal of Honor: History and Issues 
 
 
 

 
 
Summary 
 

The Medal of Honor is the nation's highest military award for bravery.  It is awarded by the President in the 
name of Congress.  For this reason, it is often referred to as the Congressional Medal of Honor.  Since it was first 
awarded in 1863, 3,461 individuals have been awarded this medal.  Nineteen individuals have been double 
recipients of the award. 
 

Recipients of the Medal of Honor are afforded a number of benefits as a result of this award. 
 

Since its inception, the laws and regulations that apply to the award have changed.  In certain cases, the 
award has been rescinded.  Six of the rescinded awards have been reinstated.  
 

On a number of occasions, legislation has been offered to waive certain restrictions and to encourage the 
President to award the Medal of Honor to particular individuals.  Generally speaking, this type of legislation is 
rarely enacted.  In a very limited number of cases, the medal has been awarded outside the legal restrictions 
concerning time limits.  These cases are often based on technical errors, lost documents or eyewitness accounts, 
or other factors that have justify reconsideration..  These cases, however, represent the exception and not the rule
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Medal of Honor: History and Issues 
 

Members and staff of Congress often ask the Congressional Research Service to provide information 
concerning the awarding of the Medal of Honor (MoH).  This report briefly describes the history of the MoH and 
the criteria and rules used in awarding the medal.  The benefits that are made available to Medal of Honor 
recipients are listed.  This report also describes the process involved in reconsidering an individual for the receipt 
of the medal (including what assistance a Member may provide in this process).  The applicable statutes 
concerning those improperly holding, trading or selling the award as well as those who wrongly claim to be 
medal recipients are summarized.  Some citations as examples of those who have been awarded the MoH are 
provided, as well as certain statistics describing the recipients.  
 
 

Background 
 

According to a U.S. Senate Committee Print on the Medal of Honor: 
 

The Medal of Honor is the highest award for bravery1 that can be given to any individual in the 
United States of America.  Conceived in the early 1860's and first presented in 1863, the medal has a 
colorful and inspiring history which has culminated in the standards applied today for awarding this 
respected honor. 

 
In their provisions for judging whether a man is entitled to the Medal of Honor, each of the armed 

services has set up regulations which permit no margin of doubt or error.  The deed of the person must 
be proved by incontestable evidence of at least two eyewitnesses; it must be so outstanding that it 
clearly distinguishes his gallantry beyond the call of duty from lesser forms of bravery; it must involve 
the risk of his life; and it must be of the type of deed which, if he had not done it, would not subject 
him to any justified criticism. 

 

1Acts of bravery and courage are not unusual among those in uniform.  The fact that many 
members of our armed forces have engaged in direct battle with an enemy or carried out their 
duties under enemy attack, is certainly a sign of this bravery and courage.  However, the level 
of heroism usually cited among those who receive the Medal of Honor is uncommonly high 
and of a qualitatively different magnitude.  The distinction of this type of valor, heroism, 
courage and bravery, in an environment where bravery and courage are the norm--and must be 
the norm in order to carry out effective military operations, may prove difficult to recognize 
by the outsider. 

A recommendation for the Army or Air Force Medal must be made within 2 years from the date 
of the deed upon which it depends.  Award of the medal must be made within 3 years after the date of 
the deed.  The recommendation for a Navy Medal of Honor must be made within 3 years and awarded 
within 5 years. 

 



Apart from the great honor which it conveys, there are certain small privileges which accompany 
the Medal of Honor. . . . 

 
The Medal of Honor is presented to its recipients by a high official "in the name of the Congress 

of the United States."  For this reason it is sometimes called the Congressional Medal of Honor. 
 

As a general rule, the Medal of Honor can be earned--by a deed of personal bravery or self-
sacrifice above and beyond the call of duty--only while a person is a members of the American Armed 
Forces in actual combat with an enemy of the Nation.  This was the case, for example, during World 
Wars I and II and the Korean conflict.  However, the Navy Medal of Honor could be and has been on 
several occasions, awarded to noncombatants. 

 
On a few, rare occasions, the Congress of the United States has awarded special Medals of Honor 

for individual exploits taking place in peacetime.  Such a Medal of Honor was awarded Capt. Charles 
A. Lindbergh for his "heroic courage and skill as a navigator, at the risk of his life, for his nonstop 
flight in his airplane from New York to Paris, France, 20-21 May 1927."  In peace or war, this medal is 
the highest decoration which can be given in any of the Armed Forces--Army, Navy, Marine Corps, 
Air Force, or Coast Guard.2 

 
Since its beginning, the awarding of the Medal of Honor has been subjected to numerous changes.  Although 

not the first award,3 the medal became very popular.  Cases of abuse, wherein soldiers obtained the award 
surreptitiously and used it to solicit charity, have been cited.  
 

As of this printing, 3,461 Medals of Honor have been awarded to 3,442 recipients.  There have been 19 
double recipients (14 for separate actions and five received both the Army and Navy Medals of Honor for the 
same action).  Since World War I, there has been an implied reluctance to award the Medal more than once to the 
same person. 
 

2U.S. Congress. Senate. Committee on Labor and Public Welfare, Subcommittee on 
Veterans= Affairs, Medal of Honor 1863-1968, 90th Cong., 2d Sess., Washington, D.C.: U.S. 
Government Printing Office, 1968: 1.  For a listing of recent recipients and their citations, see 
Richardson, Glenda, Medal of Honor Recipients: 1979-1998, CRS report, December 4, 1998. 
3George Washington created the Purple Heart in 1782.  Three men received the award in 
1783.  The Purple Heart was not awarded again until World War I or later, and has been 
based on different criteria. 

During the Civil War, President Lincoln, in need of troops, awarded the medal to the members of a single 
regiment (the 26th Maine Volunteer Infantry), as an inducement to keep them on active duty.  Due to a clerical 
error, the entire unit (864 men) received the medal, this despite the fact that only 309 men actually volunteered 
for extended duty (the rest went home).  Others were awarded the medal under questionable circumstances.  
William F. (Buffalo Bill) Cody and others were awarded the medal although they were civilians serving with the 
military.  Mary Edwards Walker, a contract surgeon (civilian) and the only woman to receive the medal, was 
allegedly awarded the medal during the Civil War to placate her after the termination of her contract with the 
army.  Questions of her medical skills and loyalties to the Union have been raised (see page 9).   
 

In 1916, a board was created to determine eligibility for the award and to review the cases of those who had 
already received the award, 



 
"And in any case . . . in which said board shall find and report that said medal was issued for any 

cause other than that hereinbefore specified, the name of the recipient of the medal so issued shall be 
stricken permanently from the official Medal of Honor list. It shall be a misdemeanor for him to wear 
or publicly display such medal, and, if he shall be in the Army, he shall be required to return said 
medal to the War Department for cancellation."4 

 
All of the 2,625 medals awarded up to that time were considered by the board and nearly one-third (911) were 
canceled.  Most of these canceled awards constituted those issued to the 27th Maine Volunteer Infantry.  William 
Cody's and Mary Edwards Walker's awards were canceled as well. 
 

In 1918, during U.S. participation in World War I, Congress 
 

decided to clear away any inconsistencies of the legislation which had grown around the Army medal 
and make a set of perfectly clear rules for its award. 

. . . the provisions of existing law relating to the award of the Medals of Honor . . . are amended 
so that the President is authorized to present, in the name of Congress, a Medal of Honor only to each 
person who, while an officer or enlisted man of the Army, shall hereafter, in action involving actual 
conflict with an enemy, distinguish himself conspicuously by gallantry and intrepidity at risk of his life 
above and beyond the call of duty.5 

 
Policies, regulations and guidance were provided to commanders throughout the following years concerning the 
medal for the Army as well as the other Services.  In many ways, these later awards were better documented.  
Such documentation served as standards for the consideration of other deeds in awarding the Medal of Honor or 
other appropriate awards (i.e. the Silver Star, Bronze Star, etc.).  Examples of citations of Medal of Honor awards 
from various periods are included in the appendix. 

4Medal of Honor, Committee Print, 1968: 9. 
5Medal of Honor, Committee Print, 1968: 11. 

Under current law: 
 

The President may award, and present in the name of Congress, a medal of honor of appropriate 
design, with ribbons and appurtenances, to a person who while a member of the Army [Naval Service--
i.e, Navy, Marine Corps and Coast Guard, or Air Force], distinguishes himself conspicuously by 
gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty-- 

(1) while engaged in military operations against an enemy of the United States; 
(2) while engaged in military operations involving conflict with an opposing foreign 

force; or, 



(3) while serving with friendly foreign forces engaged in an armed conflict against an 
opposing armed force in which the United States is not a belligerent party.6 

 
 

Current Policy and Benefits 
 

The following is from the Department of Defense (DoD) Manual of Military Decorations & Awards:7 
 
Procedures Involving Recommendations for the MoH 
 

1. AThe Secretary concerned shall establish procedures for processing recommendations for the award of 
the MoH in his or her Military Department.  Minimally, those recommendations shall contain the endorsement of 
the subordinate Unified Combatant Commander or the JTF Commander, if involved; the Unified Combatant 
Commander concerned; and the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.  After endorsement by the Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, the recommendation shall be referred to the Secretary concerned for appropriate action. 
 

6Title 10, United States Code, sec. 3741, Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 215; July 25, 
1963, P.L. 88-77, sec. 1(1), 77 Stat. 93; sec. 6241, Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 389; 
July 25, 1963, P.L. 88-77, sec. 2(1), 77 Stat. 93; and, sec. 8741, Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 
70A Stat. 540; July 25, 1963, P.L. 88-77, sec. 3(1), 77 Stat. 93 .  Title 10 also allows the 
President to delegate his authority to award the Medal of Honor.  Thus, the authority to award 
the Medal lies with the President alone unless he so delegates others to do so in his place. 
7U.S. Department of Defense, Assistant Secretary of Defense (FMP), Manual of Military 
Decorations & Awards, DoD 1348.33-M, September 1996. 

2. AThe Army and Air Force MoH recommendations must be entered formally into official channels in 
two years of the act warranting the recommendation, and awarded in three years (except as provided in title 10 
U.S.C. 3744 or 8744 ... and Section 1130 of title 10, U.S.C. ....  The Navy-Marine Corps MoH recommendations 
must be formally entered into official channels in three years of the act warranting the recommendation, and 
awarded in five years ....  However, a Member of Congress can request consideration of a proposal for the award 
or presentation of a decoration not previously submitted in a timely fashion.... 
 

3. ARecommendations for award of the MoH disapproved by a Secretary of a Military Department, or 
Secretary of Defense, may only be resubmitted if new, substantive and material information is provided in the 
time limits  The information forming the basis must have been previously unknown and not considered by the 
recommending and disapproving officials.  The determination of the existence of the new material and 
substantive information being a basis for reconsideration may not be delegated below the Service Secretary. 
 

a. AThe remaining bases for reconsideration are instances in which a Secretary of a Military Department 
or the Secretary of Defense determines there is evidence of material error or impropriety in the original 
processing of or decision on a recommendation for award of the MoH.  Examples of such instances might be loss 
of accompanying and/or substantiating documents to the recommendation or proven gender or racial 
discrimination.  Determination of the existence of material error or impropriety in the original processing and 
decision shall not be delegated below the  Secretary of a Military Department.  In such cases, the Secretary of 
Defense shall determine the need for legislation. 
 



b. AAll other instances of reconsideration shall be limited to those in which the formal recommendation 
was submitted in statutory time limits, the recommendation was lost or inadvertently not acted upon, and when 
these facts are conclusively established by the respective Secretary of a Military Service or other official 
delegated appropriate authority.  Those provisions are to protect the integrity and purity of purpose of the MoH 
by ensuring that all relevant information is submitted and considered while the actions are fresh in the minds of 
the witnesses." 
 

[The process for restoration of a rescinded Medal of Honor is different.  Since the rescissions during World 
War I, no other MoH awards have been rescinded.  However, if a request for a restoration of a MoH were made, 
the process would be different than the procedures noted above.  For those seeking restoration of the Medal of 
Honor, an appeal must be considered by the appropriate Board for Correction of Military Records.  This appeal is 
requested via the President, a Member of Congress, or the Secretary of Defense.  If the Board recommends 
reinstatement, the decision is passed to the service Secretary and then, ultimately to the President.] 
 
Presentation of the MoH 
 

"When practical, presentation of the MoH shall be made by the President of the United States, as CINC 
[Commander-in-Chief], in a formal ceremony in Washington, D.C.  As such, premature public disclosure of 
information concerning recommendations, processing and approval or disapproval actions is a potential source of 
embarrassment to those recommended and the Government.  Additionally, in the case of approved 
recommendations, it could diminish the impact of ceremonies at which the presentation is made.  Therefore, to 
prevent premature disclosure, the policy of the Department is not to comment on any MoH case under 
consideration.  Accordingly, the processing of MoH recommendations shall be handled on a "FOR OFFICIAL 
USE ONLY" basis until the awards are announced officially or are presented. 
 
 
Courtesies and Privileges Afforded MoH Recipients 
 

1. AEach recipient receives a monthly [1,069] dollar pension from the Department of Veterans Affairs 
(VA).8 
 

2. AEnlisted recipients who retire with20 or more years of Military Service receive a 10-percent increase 
in retired pay, not to exceed the 75 percent maximum. 
 

3. ARecipients are issued a special MoH Travel and Identification Card signed by the Secretary of the 
Military Department.  That entitles recipients who are not on active duty and not miliary retirees to use space 
available military air transportation. 
 

4. AUnlike [active duty and reserve] military personnel and retirees, MoH recipients may wear their 
uniforms at any time or place they choose. 
 

8The Veterans Benefits Act of 2002 (Public Law 107-330) created a formula for future 
increases in the Medal of Honor pension tied to the annual rate of inflation. Previously, each 
increase in the Medal of Honor pension occurred as a result of an act of Congress. Effective 
December 1, 2005, the pension is $1,069 per month..  



5. ARecipients who are not on active duty and not military retirees are issued a DoD Identification Card, 
as are their family members.  It authorizes them military commissary, post exchange, and theater privileges.  All 
of the Services, consistent with DoD policy, authorize use of morale, welfare and recreation activities, including 
honorary club membership without dues.  
 

6. AChildren of MoH recipients are not subject to quotas if they are qualified and desire to attend one of 
the U.S. military academies. 
 

7. AMoH recipients receive invitations to attend Presidential inaugurations and accompanying festivities.  
Military recipients and those who are civil servants have traditionally been authorized administrative absence in 
lieu of chargeable leave to attend. 
 

8. AThe VA provides a special engraved headstone for deceased recipients of the MoH. 
 

9. AMoH recipients should be accorded on-base billeting commensurate with the prestige associated with 
the MoH. 
 

In 2000, Congress extended permissive health care benefits to Medal of Honor recipients and their 
dependents in the same manner as currently available to military retirees and their dependents.9 
 

9P.L. 106-398; 114 Stat. 1654, 1654A-175; October 30, 2000. 

Congressional And Other Efforts to 
Award the Medal of Honor 

 
Generally speaking, the originating request for military awards, including the MoH, is made by the military 

commander or other appropriate uniformed personnel.  Those on the scene and/or those familiar with military 
operations are often considered to be in the best position to observe the individual actions and make the 
recommendation for award.  It is considered appropriate, therefore, that military personnel, i.e., those familiar 
with human behavior under the stress of combat situations, make the originating recommendations regarding this 
or other awards. 
 



In a number of instances, Members of Congress or others have urged the President to consider or reconsider 
an individual for the MoH.  Over the years, Members of Congress have offered numerous bills for this purpose.  
Much of this legislation takes the form of extensive findings detailing the background, situation, and exploits 
concerned.  Where important, special mention may be made of the reason(s) the MoH was not originally awarded 
(i.e., a presumption of racism, lost documents recently uncovered, etc.).  The legislation then resolves that 
notwithstanding restrictions contained in title 10 U.S.C. (i.e., restrictions pertaining to time limits), the President 
is "requested" to award the MoH.10  In certain cases, Congress has held hearings concerning the award.11   
 

The handling of these requests, if and when forwarded to the services, varies depending on whether or not 
the individual was originally recommended for the Medal of Honor (or in certain cases, had already received the 
Medal), versus those instances in which no original recommendation was made. 
 

Generally speaking, the services will not favorably consider awarding the MoH unless the individual was 
originally recommended but did not receive the award because of extenuating circumstances (i.e., the paperwork 
was lost and only rediscovered, allegations exist that the individual's award was downgraded for reasons of 
racism, etc.).  In nearly every case, specific findings of fact are required that the individual was originally 
recommended or that the downgrade occurred under questionable, but verifiable, circumstances.  In these cases, a 
review may be undertaken by the Board of Correction for Military Records (BCMR) of the appropriate military 
department.  Following the findings of the BCMR, the decision is then passed to appropriate authorities for 
further and/or final consideration.  This approach has not usually been successful. 
 

10For examples of legislation offered in the 109th Congress, see H.R. 561, H.R. 605, H.R. 708, 
H.R. 2674 and H.R. 2790. 
11See U.S. Congress, House, Armed Services Committee, Subcommittee on Personnel and 
Compensation, H.J. Res. 279, H.R. 1730 and H.R. 3401 (Vraciu Congressional Medal of 
Honor and MIAs/KIAs), HASC No. 101-77, 101st Cong., 2d Sess., January 30, 1990; cited 
from opening statement provided at the hearing. 

In cases where no original recommendation has been made, extensive and reliable findings of valid facts 
must be presented.  In these instances, since there is no original record to "correct," the BCMR is not necessarily 
involved in the consideration process.  Without an original recommendation, factual data supporting the award, 
and compelling reasons for it to be awarded at a later date, it is very unlikely that the MoH will be awarded.  This 
is particularly so, given that a great deal of time has often passed, and eyewitnesses cannot be found, or do not 
clearly remember the events in question. 
 

Nevertheless, on numerous occasions, legislation has been introduced seeking to have the MoH awarded.  
The legislation is assigned to the appropriate committee/subcommittee.  An executive comment is usually 
requested by the committee.  In most cases, the executive comment proves unfavorable and the legislation is not 
reported out of committee. 
 

In recent times, there have been a number of specific instances in which the MoH was awarded or reinstated 
outside of the statutory time limits.  In one case, the award was renounced.  The following are examples of these 
instances. 
 



For his actions in Vietnam on May 2, 1968, MSgt. Roy Benavidez, U.S. Army, was awarded the 
Distinguished Service Cross (the second highest Army award for heroism below the MoH).  His commander later 
recommended that the award be upgraded to the Medal of Honor.  The upgrade was denied until a missing 
eyewitness was located in 1980.  President Carter approved the upgrade on December 31, 1980.  On February 24, 
1981, President Reagan awarded MSgt. Benavidez the MoH.12   MSgt Benavidez=s citation is provided later in 
this report. 
 

The family of Marine Col. Donald G. Cook (deceased) received his MoH award on May 16, 1980 for his 
services during captivity as a POW in North Vietnam from Dec. 31, 1964 through his death in captivity on Dec. 
8, 1967.  Information of his heroics were only obtained after the repatriation of other POWs.  Col. Cook's award 
was delayed in part because he had not been officially declared dead.13 
 

President Carter awarded the medal to former Lt. Col. Matt Urban (U.S. Army) for his services during 
World War II.  Urban's battalion commander promised to nominate him for the award but was killed in action.  A 
review of Urban's records in 1978 revealed a copy of the proposed letter.  There is no evidence, however, that the 
letter was received by the headquarters of the 9th Infantry Division in Europe.  Under the provisions of the law, a 
President can make the final decision of awarding the medal "at any later time in cases of administrative error."14 
 

12Hirst, Don, Benavidez Receives Medal of Honor, Army Times, March 9, 1981: 34.  
Congress enacted P.L. 96-81, December 18, 1980, removing the statutory time limit on the 
award, thereby clearing the way for MSgt. Benavidez to receive the Medal. 
13Colonel Awarded Medal of Honor Posthumously, Navy Times, May 26, 1980: 2. 
14World War II Army hero awarded Medal of Honor 35 years later, Army, September 1980: 
47-48. 



On July 29, 1986, Charles Liteky, a former Army chaplain in Vietnam, renounced his Medal of Honor in 
protest over U.S. policies in Central America.  Liteky's is the only known case in which a Medal of Honor has 
been renounced.15 
 

On April 24, 1991, President Bush awarded the MoH (posthumously) to Cpl. Freddie Stowers, U.S. Army, 
for his services in World War I.  Although blacks had received the award for other conflicts before and since, 
Stowers was, at the time, the only black to be awarded the MoH for either World War.  This presentation 
followed a review of the award by the Army into citation records to determine whether or not blacks were treated 
fairly.16 
 

Perhaps one of the more contentious awardings of the Medal of Honor involved the case of the Civil War 
civilian contract surgeon, Mary Edwards Walker.  She was awarded the Medal of Honor by President Andrew 
Johnson on November 11, 1865 for "services rendered during the war."  An extremely flamboyant and 
controversial character, it has been argued that the award was made to placate her for being terminated by the 
Army.  As with certain other medal recipients of her day, no specific act of heroism was cited for receiving it.17  
Under the review panel's considerations, Dr. Walker's award was stricken because she was not a member of the 
armed forces and because her services did not involve "actual conflict with an enemy, by gallantry or intrepidity, 
at the risk of life, above and beyond the call of duty." 
 

At the behest of distant relatives, Members of Congress and President Carter contacted the Department of 
Defense on the matter.  The Army Board for Corrections of Military Records ruled (with one dissent) that the 
decision to rescind the award was "unjust."  Although the Board noted that if it had not been for her sex, she 
would have been given a commission and her actions would have been those of a soldier, no specific act of 
gallantry or heroism was noted.  In 1977, her medal was restored.  The restoration of the medal remains highly 
contentious among both proponents and opponents of this action.18 
 

15Veteran Returns Medal To Protest U.S. Policy, Washington Post, July 30, 1986: B3. 
16Medal of Honor For Black G.I., New York Times, April 6, 1991: 6. 
17In fact, numerous interpretations of her service record raise questions regarding her skills 
and loyalty.  Others have charged that these claims were the result of rampant sexism.  
Spiegel, Allen D., and Andrea M. Spiegel, Civil War Doctoress Mary: Only Women to Win 
Congressional Medal of Honor, Minerva: Quarterly Report on Women and the Military, Vol. 
XIII, No. 3, Fall, 1994: 25. 
18See Famiglietti, Gene, MH Award to Dr. Walker is Hit, Army Times, June 1977: 4, and, 
Adde Nick, Real American Heroes, Army Times, April 11, 1988: 57. 



On September 12, 1980, President Carter awarded Anthony Casamento, a Marine Corps veteran of combat 
against the Japanese on Guadalcanal during World War II, the Medal of Honor.  Lacking sufficient witnesses to 
attest to certain deeds, military officials argued that Casamento should be awarded only the Navy Cross.  The 
President overruled the Pentagon (including the Secretary of Defense) and awarded the MoH.  Critics contend 
President Carter's action were timed for political effect as the President awarded the medal just prior to an 
election-year appearance before the National Italian-American Foundation.19 
 

Following the example of the reinstatement of the Award to Dr. Walker, relatives of William F. "Buffalo 
Bill" Cody sought reinstatement of his medal, in part on the grounds that since Dr. Walker's was reinstated, there 
existed a precedent for awarding the medal to civilians who served with the military.  Cody was originally 
awarded the Medal of Honor on 22 May 1872 for his gallantry while serving as an Army Scout on 26 April 1872 
at the Platte River, Nebraska.  At the request of a U.S. Senator serving as the counsel for a relative, the Board for 
Correction of Military Records recommended reinstatement of "Buffalo Bill" Cody's medal citing in part the 
award of Dr. Walker.20  In June, 1989, the U.S. Army Board of Correction of Military Records restored the award 
and on July 8, 1989, two Senators announced the restoration of Cody's medal.21 [Four others also had their 
Medals reinstated by the Board in June of 1989: Amos Chapman (Scout), William Dixon (Scout), James B. 
Doshier (Post Guide), and William H. Woodall (Scout).]22 
 

Throughout the years, many efforts to award or reinstate the Medal of Honor have proven to be time 
consuming and difficult.  For example, advocates for Seaman Doris [AKA Dorie or Dorrie] Miller have sought 
for years to have his award upgraded to the Medal of Honor.  During the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor on 
December 7, 1941, while serving aboard the USS West Virginia as a mess attendant (one of the only jobs 
available to blacks in the Navy at the beginning of World War II), Seaman Miller moved his mortally wounded 
captain to safety.  He then proceeded to man a machine gun, successfully returning fire on the attacking Japanese. 
 His heroics were initially ignored.  After strong civil rights protests, he was given a letter of commendation.  The 
letter of commendation was upgraded to the Navy Cross.  A destroyer escort was later named in his honor.  
Legislative and other efforts to upgrade the Navy Cross to the Medal of Honor have proven unsuccessful.  Noting 
that at the time, no blacks received the Medal of Honor during WWII, critics cite racism as a main reason for 
refusing Seaman Miller this honor. 
 

The reluctance to upgrade awards to the Medal of Honor or to award it outright is generally based on efforts 
to award the medal to those truly deserving, to maintain the integrity of the award itself and the awards process in 
general, and, to avoid "opening the flood gates" to retroactive requests for this and other awards and decorations.  
This reluctance has lead many to feel that the system of awarding medals is overly restrictive and that certain 
individuals are denied earned medals. 
 

19Evans, Rowland, and Robert Novak, Playing Politics With the Pentagon, Washington Post, 
September 12, 1980: A19. 
20U.S. Department of the Army, Board for the Correction of Military Records, Washington, 
D.C., In the Case of: Cody, William F., AC88-10374, 12 January 1989. 
21>Buffalo Bill= Regains Medal of Honor, Washington Post, July 9, 1989: A5. 
22United States of America=s Congressional Medal of Honor Recipients and their Official 
Citations, Minnesota: Highland House II, 1996:1118-1119. 



It is noteworthy that two MoH awards have gone >unclaimed.=23 
 

In the FY 1996 National Defense Authorization Act,24 Congress enacted language that could significantly 
affect potential recipients.  First, Congress waived the time limitation on any award or decoration for acts of valor 
during the Vietnam era25 for actions in the Southeast Asia theater of operations.  (Although the findings section 
of the language implies the language pertains to operations in the Ia Drang Valley (near Pleiku, South Vietnam) 
from October 23, 1965 to November 26, 1965 no such limitation appears in the waiver statement.  Indeed, 
medals--including the MoH--were awarded for this action.)26  Under this language, the Secretary concerned is 
instructed to review requests for consideration of awards/decorations, and to submit the following to the House 
National Security Committee and the Senate Armed Services Committee: 

(A) A summary of the request consideration. 
(B) The findings resulting from the review. 
(C) The final action taken on the request for consideration. 

 

23Murray, Frank J., Posthumous Medal of Honor >Unclaimed,= Washington Times, February 
24, 2003: 4. 
24P.L. 104-106, sec. 522, February 10, 1996. 
25AThe term >Vietnam era= means the period beginning on August 5, 1964, and ending on 
May 7, 1975.@ 38 U.S.C. 101(29). 
26According to the commander of 1st Battalion, 7th Cavalry, a unit involved in combat at Ia 
Drang, 
 
I had been pushing my staff hard as we wrote letters of condolence to the families who had 
lost loved ones killed in action and prepared recommendations for medals and awards. We 
had problems on the awards: We had few who could type, so many of the forms were 
scrawled by hand by lanternlight.  Many witnesses had been evacuated with wounds or had 
already rotated for discharge.  Too many men had died bravely and heroically, while the men 
who had witnessed their deeds had also been killed.  Uncommon valor truly was a common 
virtue on the field at Landing Zone X-Ray those three days and two nights.  Acts of valor that 
on other fields, on other days, would have been rewarded with the Medal of Honor or 
Distinguished Service Cross or a Silver Star were recognized only with a telegram saying 
AThe Secretary of the Army regrets ...@   
 
Moore, LtGen Harold G., and Joseph L. Galloway, We Were Soldiers Once ... and Young, Ia 
Drang: The Battle that Changed the War in Vietnam, New York: Random House, 1992: 317-
8. 



Second, Congress waived the laws and regulations for awarding any decoration (including the Medal of 
Honor) for those so deserving who were serving in intelligence activities between the period January 1, 1940-
December 31, 1990.27  The Secretary of each military department was instructed to review each request for the 
award of a decoration during a one-year period commencing February 10, 1996.  This was later extended to 
February 9, 1998.28  The Secretary was further instructed to file a report with the House National Security 
Committee and Senate Armed Services Committee with respect to each request.  The report is to contain: 

(A) A summary of the request consideration. 
(B) The findings resulting from the review. 
(C) The final action taken on the request for consideration. 
(D) Administrative or legislative recommendations to improve award procedures with respect to military 

intelligence personnel. 
 
These actions were taken in consideration of the fact that the records regarding intelligence activities are sealed 
for many years.  Protecting this information for intelligence reasons means that those involved in intelligence 
activities are often ineligible to receive the Medal of Honor.  In other words, should a person serving in 
intelligence perform an act of heroism worthy of the MoH, it is unlikely that the information could be publicly 
acknowledged.  If the information is ever declassified, it is usually years after the fact.  This delay could well 
mean that the individual who performed the act of heroism would be ineligible for the medal because of time on 
making recommendations. 
 

Third, Congress waived the time requirements and other restrictions and the asked the Secretary of the Army 
and the Secretary of the Navy to review the records relating to the award of the Distinguished Service Cross and 
Navy Cross, respectively, awarded to Asian-Americans or Native American Pacific Islanders who served during 
World War II.29  The purpose of this review is to determine whether such awards should be upgraded to the 
Medal of Honor.  The reasoning for this review is based on claims of discrimination that confronted Americans 
of Asian decent during the war.  (For example, many Americans of Japanese decent were relocated to internment 
camps during the war.) 
 

On October 12, 1998, it was reported that Army historians had completed a two-year search for Asian-
American recipients of the Distinguished Service Cross (DSC).  The names of 104 recipients (including Senator 
Daniel K. Inouye) were forwarded to a board of senior officers.  This board is to consider if any of the forwarded 
recipients meet the criteria for an upgrade to MoH.  According to the report, the Army anticipates the board will 
recommend approximately ten recipients for upgrading.  The list of those considered worthy of upgrading is then 
submitted to the President for final consideration.  (The Navy has determined that its sole Asian-American DSC 
recipient did not merit upgrading.)  Proponents of the review/upgrading view this process as an overdue 
recognition of the heroics of these individuals long delayed by racism.  Critics contend that the process is an act 
of Arace-based political correctness@ that diminishes the value of the Medal.30 
 

27P.L. 104-106, sec. 523, February 10, 1996. 
28P.L. 105-85; sec. 575; November 18, 1997. 
29P.L. 104-106, sec. 524, February 10, 1996. 
30Kasindorf, Martin, Veterans might get late Medals of Honor, USA Today, October 2, 1998: 
2. 



Lastly, Congress included a section entitled "Procedure for Consideration of Military Decorations Not 
Previously Submitted In Timely Fashion."31  Under this section: 
 

(a) Upon request of a Member of Congress, the Secretary concerned shall review a proposal for 
the award or presentation of a decoration (or the upgrading of a decoration), either for an individual or 
a unit, that is not otherwise authorized to be presented or awarded due to limitations established by law 
or policy for timely submission of a recommendation for such award or presentation.  Based on such 
review, the Secretary shall make a determination as to the merits of approving the award or 
presentation of the decoration and other determinations necessary to comply with subsection (b). 

(b) Upon making a determination under subsection (a) as to the merits of approving the award or 
presentation of the decoration, the Secretary concerned shall submit to the Committee on Armed 
Services of the Senate and the Committee on National Security of the House of Representatives and to 
the requesting member of Congress notice in writing of one of the following: 

(1) The award or presentation of the decoration does not warrant approval on the merits. 
(2) The award or presentation of the decoration warrants approval and a waiver by law of 

time restrictions prescribed by law is recommended. 
(3) The award or presentation of the decoration warrants approval on the merits and has 

been approved as an exception to policy. 
(4) The award or presentation of the decoration warrants approval on the merits, but a 

waiver of the time restrictions prescribed in law in not recommended. 
A notice under paragraph (1) and (4) shall be accompanied by a statement of the reasons for the 
decision of the Secretary.32 

 
Under this language Members of Congress will be able to directly request the Secretary to consider awarding 

military decorations.  Although this allows Members to better serve their constituents as well as fulfill their 
Constitutional duties in providing oversight, critics contend that it may unduly politicize the awards process. 
 

31P.L. 104-106, sec. 526, February 10, 1996. 
32U.S. Congress. House. Conference Committee, National Defense Authorization Act for 
Fiscal Year 1996, 104th Cong., 2d Sess., S. 1124, H. Rept. 104-450, January 22, 1996: 133-4. 



 In April, 1996, despite restrictions on discussing awarding the Medal of Honor prematurely, the White 
House announced that it plans to award the medal to seven black soldiers who fought in World War II.33  
Although a number of Members of Congress34 had been working in favor of awarding certain of these individuals 
medals, the White House announced that these awards would be forthcoming.  On May 13, 1996, the Senate 
included a section in its version of the FY97 National Defense Authorization Act waiving the time limits for 
awarding the Medal of Honor to: 
 

(1) Vernon J. Baker, who served as a first lieutenant in the 370th Infantry Regiment, 92nd Infantry 
Division.  

(2) Edward A. Carter, who served as a staff sergeant in the 56th Armored Infantry Battalion, 12th 
Armored Division.  

(3) John R. Fox, who served as a first lieutenant in the 366th Infantry Regiment, 92nd Infantry 
Division.  

(4) Willy F. James, Jr., who served as a private first class in the 413th Infantry Regiment, 104th 
Infantry Division.  

(5) Ruben Rivers, who served as a staff sergeant in the 761st Tank Battalion. 
(6) Charles L. Thomas, who served as a first lieutenant in the 614th Tank Destroyer Battalion. 
(7) George Watson, who served as a private in the 29th Quartermaster Regiment.35 

 
In the cases of Vernon J. Baker, Edward A. Carter and Charles L. Thomas, their Medal of Honor pensions were 
awarded retroactively.36 
 

On January 20, 1998, President Clinton awarded retired U.S. Marine Corps Major General  James Day the 
Medal of Honor for his heroism as a Marine corporal during the battle for Okinawa in 1945.  The original 
paperwork for his award was lost.  Faded carbon copies of the recommendation surfaced in a fellow Marine=s 
memorabilia and served as the basis for going forward with the award.37 
 

33Weiss, Rick, Seven Blacks in Line for Medal of Honor, Washington Post, April 28, 1996: 
A10. 
34In the case of Ruben Rivers, his white commanding officer, David Williams, had sought for 
years to see that Rivers was awarded the Medal of Honor. After seeing to it that his unit 
received the Presidential Unit Citation in 1978, Williams was A[i]nvigorated by that victory 
[and] shifted his sights to Sergeant Rivers=s Medal of Honor.  Now, with the help of Sen. 
James Inhofe of Oklahoma and Members of the Congressional Black Caucus, victory is at 
hand.@  Galloway, Joseph L., One officer=s 52-year quest, U.S. News and World Report, 
May 6, 1996: 40-41. 
35P.L. 104-201; sec. 561; September 23, 1996. 
36P.L. 105-85; sec. 577; November 18, 1997. 
37Associated Press, Marine General James L. Day, 73, Dies; Okinawa Battle Hero, 
Washington Post, November 2, 1998. 



Later in the same year, former U.S. Navy Hospital Corpsman Robert Ingram was awarded the Medal of 
Honor by President Clinton.  Ingram=s Acomrades discovered at a 1995 reunion that he was alive and had never 
been decorated for his heroism,...@38  The Navy claimed to have lost the original paperwork.  Following the 
congressionally mandated waiver of the time limits in November 1997, a review of Ingram=s record resulted in 
the awarding of the Medal. 
 

In a symbolic gesture, then-President Reagan, awarded the Medal to the Vietnam Veteran interred at the 
Tomb of the Unknowns in Arlington Cemetery in 1984.  On May 14, 1998, the remains of the Vietnam veteran 
were exhumed.  Advances in forensic identification using DNA testing allowed the military to positively identify 
the remains as those of Air Force 1st Lt. Michael Blassie, an A-37 pilot who was killed in the battle of An Loc, 
Vietnam, on May 11, 1972.  His remains were returned to his family in Missouri.  Family members sought to 
retain the Medal awarded in 1984 by President Reagan. The request to retain the Medal was denied.  A... [I]n a 
letter to the family ..., Undersecretary of Defense Rudy de Leon said the Pentagon had decided that the medal had 
been a symbolic award to all service members who lost their lives in the conflict and not to any individual service 
member.@39 
 

AA decade-long effort by Congress to honor black war heroes has culminated in a strange result: Theodore 
Roosevelt, a famous white man, may soon receive the Medal of Honor -- for a battle some historians say was won 
by black soldiers.@40   The efforts of historians searching for cases justifying the presentation of the award to 
black service members in the World Wars, and the legislation allowing Congress to waive time restraints for such 
and other cases, unearthed the controversy regarding Roosevelt.  Under the time waiver Congress enacted in 
1996, Rep. Paul McHale introduced legislation requesting the President to award the MoH to then-Army Lt. Col. 
Theodore Roosevelt for his actions on July 1, 1898 in the attack of San Juan Heights, Cuba, during the Spanish-
American War.  Rep. McHale argued that the Medal was not awarded because of resentment  generated as a 
result of Roosevelt=s criticism of the War department.41  Although it has been reported that the Army opposes 
presenting the MoH to Roosevelt, President Clinton signed the bill into law42 and requested the Army to 
reconsider.  Representatives of ABuffalo soldiers@ claim that providing the award to Roosevelt would give him 
[Roosevelt] credit for Atheir success@ in battle.  Proponents contend this is an opportunity to amend a 100-year 
slight.  Still others view this as the continuation of Aidentity politics@ driving the awarding of the Medal of 
Honor. 
 

38Associated Press, A 32-year wait for the Medal of Honor, Washington Post, July 11, 1998: 
3.  
39Vogel, Steve, Medal Honoring >Unknowns= Won=t Go To Family Of Identified Pilot, 
Washington Post, August 22, 1998: 5. 
40Simpson, Glenn R., Long Campaign To Get Teddy A Medal May Lead To A Slight Of 
Black Heroes, Wall Street Journal, November 13, 1998: 1. 
41Congressional Record, October 8, 1998: H10121-10126. 
42P.L. 105-371; November 12, 1998. 



On March 29, 2001, Rep. Joe Baca introduced legislation (H.R. 1294) that would require that the metal 
content of the MoH be 90 percent gold and 10 percent alloy.  This legislation has been reintroduced in subsequent 
congresses.43  An unfavorable Executive comment was received. 
 
 

Statutory Restrictions 
 

(a) In General.-Whoever knowingly wears, manufactures, or sells any decoration or medal 
authorized by Congress for the armed forces of the United States, or any of the service medals or 
badges awarded to the members of such forces, or the ribbon, button, or rosette of any such badge, 
decoration or medal, or any colorable imitation thereof, except when authorized under regulations 
made pursuant to law, shall be fined under this title [18 United States Code] or imprisoned not more 
than six months or both. 

(b) Congressional Medal of Honor.- 
(1) In General.-If a decoration or medal involved in an offense under subsection (a) is a 

Congressional Medal of Honor, in lieu of the punishment provided in that subsection, the 
offender shall be fined under this title, imprisoned not more than 1 year, or both. 

(2) Definitions.-(A) As used in subsection (a) with respect to a Congressional Medal of 
Honor, "sells" includes trades, barters, or exchanges for anything of value.44 

 
The discharge certificate (DD 214) of a recipient of the Medal of Honor carries a notation of this award. 

43In the 109th Congress, see H.R. 2531. 
44This language was the result of changes created by P.L. 103-322, 108 Stat. 2113, September 
13, 1994.  This language increased the penalties to up to 1 year imprisonment and/or up to 
$100,000 fine for violations involving the Medal of Honor.  Prior to this change, the law 
stated: 
 
Whoever knowingly wears, manufactures, or sells any decoration or medal authorized by 
Congress for the armed forces of the United States, or any of the service medals or badges 
awarded to the members of such forces, or the ribbon, button, or rosette of any such badge, 
decoration or medal, or any colorable imitation thereof, except when authorized under 
regulations made pursuant to law, shall be fined not more than $250 or imprisoned not more 
than six months, or both. 



 
 

APPENDIX 
 

Citations 
 

The following are sample citations of Medal of Honor recipients.  (An asterisk indicates a posthumous 
award.) 
 
 
Coates, Jefferson 
 

Rank and organization: Corporal, Company I, 14th Michigan Infantry.  Place and date:  At Gettysberg, Pa., 
1 July 1863.  Entered service at: Boscobel, Wis.  Birth: Grant County, Wis.  Date of issue: 29 June 1866.  
Citation:  Unsurpassed courage in battle, where he had both eyes shot out. 
 
 
Edgerton, Nathan H. 
 

Rank and organization:  Lieutenant and Adjutant, 6th United States Colored Troops.  Place and date:  At 
Chapins Farm, Va., 29 September 1964.  Entered service at: Philadelphia, Pa.  Birth:  ____.  Date of issue: 30 
March 1898.  Citation:  Took up the flag after three color bearers had been shot down and bore forward, though 
himself wounded. 
 
 
Brant, Abram B. 
 

Rank and organization:  Private, Company D, 7th United States Cavalry.  Place and date:  At Little Big 
Horn, Mont., 25 June 1876.  Entered service at: ____.  Birth:  New York, N.Y.  Date of issue: 5 October 1878.  
Citation:  Brought water for the wounded under a most galling fire. 
 
 
*Von Schlick, Robert H. 
 

Rank and organization:  Private, Company C, 9th United States Infantry.  Place and date:  At Tientsin, 
China, 13 July 1900.  Entered service at: San Francisco, Calif.  Birth:  Germany.  Date of issue: Unknown.  
Citation:  Although previously wounded while carrying a wounded comrade to a place of safety, rejoined his 
command, which partly occupied an exposed position upon a dike, remaining there after his command had been 
withdrawn, singly keeping up the fire, and obliviously presenting himself as a conspicuous target until he was 
literally shot off his position by the enemy. 
 
 
 
 
*Flaherty, Francis C. 
 



Rank and organization:  Ensign, U.S. Naval Reserve.  Born:  15 March 1919, Charlotte, Mich.  Accredited 
to:  Michigan  Citation:  For conspicuous devotion to duty and extraordinary courage and complete disregard of 
his own life, above and beyond the call of duty, during the attack on Pearl Harbor, by Japanese forces on 7 
December 1941.  When it was seen that the U.S.S. Oklahoma was going to capsize and the order was given to 
abandon ship, Ensign Flaherty remained in a turret, holding a flashlight so the remainder of the turret crew could 
escape, thereby sacrificing his own life. 
 
 
*Gilmore, Howard Walter 
 

Rank and organization:  Commander, U.S. Navy.  Born: 29 September 1902, Selma, Ala.  Appointed from: 
Louisiana.  Other Navy award:  Navy Cross with one gold star.  Citation:  For distinguished gallantry and valor 
above and beyond the call of duty as Commanding Officer of the U.S.S. Growler during her Fourth War Patrol in 
the Southwest Pacific from 10 January to 7 February 1943.  Boldly striking at the enemy in spite of continuous 
hostile air and anti-submarine patrols, Commander Gilmore sank one Japanese freighter and damaged another by 
torpedo fire, successfully evading severe depth charges following each attack.  In the darkness of night on 7 
February, enemy gunboat closed range and prepared to ram the Growler.  Commander Gilmore daringly 
maneuvered to avoid the crash and rammed the attacker instead, ripping into her port side at 17 knots and 
bursting wide her plates.  In the terrific fire of the sinking gunboat's heavy machine guns, Commander Gilmore 
calmly gave the order to clear the bridge, and refusing safety for himself, remained on the deck while his men 
preceded him below.  Struck down by the fusillade of bullets and having done his utmost against the enemy, in 
his final living moments, Commander Gilmore gave his last order to the officer of the deck, "Take her down."  
The Growler dived; seriously damaged but under control, she was brought safely to port by her well-trained crew 
inspired by the courageous fighting spirit of their dead captain. 
 
 
*Bobo, John P. 
 

Rank and organization:  Second Lieutenant, United States Marine Corps Reserve, 3rd Battalion, 9th 
Marines, 3rd Marine Division (Rein) FMF.   Place and date:  Quang Tri Province, Republic of Vietnam, 30 
March 1967.  Entered service at:  Buffalo, N.Y.  Date and place of birth:  February 14, 1943, Niagara Falls, N.Y. 
 Citation:  For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty.  
Company I was establishing night ambush sites when the command group was attacked by a reinforced North 
Vietnamese company supported by heavy automatic weapons and mortar fire.  Lieutenant Bobo immediately 
organized a hasty defense and moved from position to position encouraging the outnumbered Marines despite the 
murderous enemy fire.  Recovering a rocket launcher from among friendly casualties, he organized a new 
launcher team and directed its fire into the enemy machine gun positions.  When an exploding enemy mortar 
round severed Lieutenant Bobo's right leg below the knee, he refused to be evacuated and insisted upon being 
placed in a firing position to cover the movement of the command group to a better location.  With a web belt 
around his leg serving as a tourniquet and with his leg jammed into the dirt to curtail the bleeding, he remained in 
this position and delivered devastating fire into the ranks of the enemy attempting to overrun the Marines.  
Lieutenant Bobo was mortally wounded while firing his weapon into the mainpoint of the enemy attack but his 
valiant spirit inspired his men to heroic efforts, and his tenacious stand enabled the command group to gain a 
protective position where it repulsed the enemy onslaught.  Lieutenant Bobo's superb leadership, dauntless 
courage, and bold initiative reflected great credit upon himself and upheld the highest traditions of the Marine 
Corps and the United States Naval Service.  He gallantly gave his life for his country. 
 
 



Benavidez, Roy P.  
 

Rank and Organization: Master Sergeant, Detachment B-56, 5th Special Forces Group, Republic of 
Vietnam. Place and Date: West of Loc Ninh on 2 May 1968. Entered Service at: Houston, Texas June 1955. Date 
and Place of Birth: 5 August 1935, DeWitt County, Cuero, Texas. Master Sergeant (then Staff Sergeant) Roy P. 
Benavidez United States Army, who distinguished himself by a series of daring and extremely valorous actions 
on 2 May 1968 while assigned to Detachment B56, 5th Special Forces Group (Airborne), 1st Special Forces, 
Republic of Vietnam. On the morning of 2 May 1968, a 12-man Special Forces Reconnaissance Team was 
inserted by helicopters in a dense jungle area west of Loc Ninh, Vietnam to gather intelligence information about 
confirmed large-scale enemy activity. This area was controlled and routinely patrolled by the North Vietnamese 
Army. After a short period of time on the ground, the team met heavy enemy resistance, and requested emergency 
extraction. Three helicopters attempted extraction, but were unable to land due to intense enemy small arms and 
anti-aircraft fire. Sergeant Benavidez was at the Forward Operating Base in Loc Ninh monitoring the operation by 
radio when these helicopters returned to off-load wounded crewmembers and to assess aircraft damage. Sergeant 
Benavidez voluntarily boarded a returning aircraft to assist in another extraction attempt. Realizing that all the 
team members were either dead or wounded and unable to move to the pickup zone, he directed the aircraft to a 
nearby clearing where he jumped from the hovering helicopter, and ran approximately 75 meters under withering 
small arms fire to the crippled team. Prior to reaching the team's position he was wounded in his right leg, face, 
and head. Despite these painful injuries, he took charge, repositioning the team members and directing their fire 
to facilitate the landing of an extraction aircraft, and the loading of wounded and dead team members. He then 
threw smoke canisters to direct the aircraft to the team's position. Despite his severe wounds and under intense 
enemy fire, he carried and dragged half of the wounded team members to the awaiting aircraft. He then provided 
protective fire by running alongside the aircraft as it moved to pick up the remaining team members. As the 
enemy's fire intensified, he hurried to recover the body and classified documents on the dead team leader. When 
he reached the leader's body, Sergeant Benavidez was severely wounded by small arms fire in the abdomen and 
grenade fragments in his back. At nearly the same moment, the aircraft pilot was mortally wounded, and his 
helicopter crashed. Although in extremely critical condition due to his multiple wounds, Sergeant Benavidez 
secured the classified documents and made his way back to the wreckage, where he aided the wounded out of the 
overturned aircraft, and gathered the stunned survivors into a defensive perimeter. Under increasing enemy 
automatic weapons and grenade fire, he moved around the perimeter distributing water and ammunition to his 
weary men, reinstilling in them a will to live and fight. Facing a buildup of enemy opposition with a beleaguered 
team, Sergeant Benavidez mustered his strength, began calling in tactical air strikes and directed the fire from 
supporting gunships to suppress the enemy's fire and so permit another extraction attempt. He was wounded 
again in his thigh by small arms fire while administering first aid to a wounded team member just before another 
extraction helicopter was able to land. His indomitable spirit kept him going as he began to ferry his comrades to 
the craft. On his second trip with the wounded, he was clubbed with additional wounds to his head and arms 
before killing his adversary. He then continued under devastating fire to carry the wounded to the helicopter. 
Upon reaching the aircraft, he spotted and killed two enemy soldiers who were rushing the craft from an angle 
that prevented the aircraft door gunner from firing upon them. With little strength remaining, he made one last 
trip to the perimeter to ensure that all classified material had been collected or destroyed, and to bring in the 
remaining wounded. Only then, in extremely serious condition from numerous wounds and loss of blood, did he 
allow himself to be pulled into the extraction aircraft. Sergeant Benavidez' gallant choice to join voluntarily his 
comrades who were in critical straits, to expose himself constantly to withering enemy fire, and his refusal to be 
stopped despite numerous severe wounds, saved the lives of at least eight men. His fearless personal leadership, 
tenacious devotion to duty, and extremely valorous actions in the face of overwhelming odds were in keeping 
with the highest traditions of the military service, and reflect the utmost credit on him and the United States 
Army.  
 



 
*Smith, Paul R. 
 

Rank and Organization: Sergeant First Class, United States Army.  For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity 
at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty.  Sergeant First Class Paul R. Smith distinguished himself 
by acts of gallantry and intrepidity above and beyond the call of duty in action with an armed enemy near 
Baghdad International Airport, Baghdad, Iraq on 4 April 2003. On that day, Sergeant First Class Smith was 
engaged in the construction of a prisoner of war holding area when his Task Force was violently attacked by a 
company-sized enemy force. Realizing the vulnerability of over 100 fellow soldiers, Sergeant First Class Smith 
quickly organized a hasty defense consisting of two platoons of soldiers, one Bradley Fighting Vehicle and three 
armored personnel carriers. As the fight developed, Sergeant First Class Smith braved hostile enemy fire to 
personally engage the enemy with hand grenades and anti-tank weapons, and organized the evacuation of three 
wounded soldiers from an armored personnel carrier struck by a rocket propelled grenade and a 60mm mortar 
round. Fearing the enemy would overrun their defenses, Sergeant First Class Smith moved under withering 
enemy fire to man a .50 caliber machine gun mounted on a damaged armored personnel carrier. In total disregard 
for his own life, he maintained his exposed position in order to engage the attacking enemy force. During this 
action, he was mortally wounded. His courageous actions helped defeat the enemy attack, and resulted in as many 
as 50 enemy soldiers killed, while allowing the safe withdrawal of numerous wounded soldiers. Sergeant First 
Class Smith=s extraordinary heroism and uncommon valor are in keeping with the highest traditions of the 
military service and reflect great credit upon himself, the Third Infantry Division ARock of the Marne,@ and the 
United States Army. 



 
 
 Table 1. Medal of Honor Breakdown by War and Service (as of March 22, 2006) 

War Total 
Awards Army Navy Marine

s 
Air 
Forc
 

Coast 
Guar

 

Posthumou
s Civilian Air 

Corps 
Civil War 1522 1198 307 17     32 (2) Navy (2) 

 
  

Indian Campaigns 426 426         13 (4) Army   
Korea 1871 15   9 6           
Spanish American 110 31 64 15     1     
Samoa 4   1 3           
Philippine 

 
80 69 5 6     4     

Philippine Outlaws 6 1 5             
Boxer Rebellion 59 4 22 33     1     
Mexican Campaign 56 1 46 9           
Haiti 6     6           
Dominican Republic 3     3           
World War I 124 95 21 8     33   Army 

 Haiti 1919-1920 2     2           
Nicaraguan 

 
2     2           

World War II 464 324 57 82   1 266   Army 
 Korean War 132 79 7 42 4   94     

Vietnam 245 159 16 57 13   154     
Somalia 2 2         2     
War on Terror (Iraq) 1 1         1     
Non-Combat 193 3 185 5     5   Army 

 Unknowns 9 9         9     
  3461 2402 745 296 17 1 615     
                    

 
These totals reflect the total number of Medals of Honor awarded.  Nineteen (19) men received a second award.  Fourteen (14) of these men 
received two (2) for separate actions, five (5) received the Navy and Army Medals for Honor for the same action.  Table courtesy of the 
Congressional Medal of Honor Society, 40 Patriots Point Road, Mt. Pleasant, SC, 29464. 
TOTAL MEDALS OF HONOR AWARDED     3461 
TOTAL NUMBERS OF MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPIENTS    3442 
TOTAL NUMBER OF DOUBLE RECIPIENT      19 
AS OF March 22, 2006, THERE ARE 119 LIVING MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPIENTS  
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	5. SECTION V: Periodicals
	This selection of news pieces, spanning World War I through the present includes articles related to The Battle of Henry Johnson. They cover the battle itself, General John Pershing’s praise of Johnson’s heroism, the dramatic “Welcome Back” parade for New York’s 15th, Johnson’s obituary, and several articles chronicling the previous attempt to get Johnson the Medal of Honor. In addition, the section includes articles written by the three journalists who personally toured the battle ground (and interviewed Johnson) just hours after the event. The objective of this section is to reinforce the primary source evidence, provide historical context, and show that despite the widespread fame of Johnson’s unusual heroism (and recognition from the French), Sgt. Johnson still was not officially recognized by his own country. (Note:     Articles that are difficult to read contain enlarged versions.)
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	It is widely accepted that racial discrimination against African Americans was the prevalent attitude in America during and after World War I. This section provides a mere sampling of documents and secondary sources illustrating how this racist attitude would have prevented Sergeant Henry Johnson from consideration for the Medal of Honor within the prescribed time limits. It shows that the French were not racist, and in fact celebrated and decorated the enormously successful African American individuals and units who fought with them. With their extraordinary combat record, the French decorated these heroes with the highest awards possible, while the US hardly formally recognized any African American soldiers with awards. In view of these overtly racist attitudes in the US, this section will also show how incredible it is that any official documents regarding Johnson’s bravery exist and have survived.
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	SECTION VIII: Images & Visual Aides
	Includes photographs of Johnson and African American soldiers in France and their return, drawings and paintings depicting the battle, and other visuals related to the case.
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